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The  king*$ 
plaufible 
ipeech  at.  the 
opening  of 
the  new  fcf* 
Hon* 


THE  parliament  aflembled  together  6I1  the 
day  in  February,  to  which  they  hSfcd  been 
prorogued ;  and  the  king,  in  a  very  inftntiating 
fpeech,  endeavoured  to  feduce  them  into  ein  ap<^ 
probation  of  what  he  had  ah^y  done,  and  of 
what  he  farther  defired  to  do  in  favour  of  the  Ro- 
man catholics.  He  e&preifed  a  full  confidence  in 
the  wifdom  and  af!t6lion  of  both,  houfes ;  and 
doubted  not  but  when  they  (hould  have  well  exa* 
mined  the  grounds  of  his  late  declaration,  they 
would  readily  concur  widi  him  therein.    Its  great 

objedk 
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tfejed  was  •*  to  cure  the  diftempew,  and  compofe     CHAP* 
the  differcm  minds  of  the  people ; — ^to  fet  bounds  -^ 

to  the  hopes  of  ibme,  and  to  the  fears  of  others.'*  ^Obi. 
He  iaid,  ^<  that  be  wad,  in  his  nature,  an  enemy 
to  aH  feverity  for  religion  and  confcience  however 
tniftoken,  when  k  extiended  to  capital  and  fangui^ 
nary  pumflitnents,  which,  he  was  told,  had  beoi 
begun  in  popifti  titties  j"  and  added,  ^  that  when 
he  iaid  this,  he  hoped  he  fhotild  not  need  to  warn 
them  ag&inft  in^srring  thence,  that  he  meant  to  fa« 
'Vour  popery."  He  confeflfed  however,  "there 
were  many  of  that  profeffion,  who,  having  ferved 
his  father  and  himfelf  very  well,  might  fairly  hope 
for  fome  part  df  the  indulgence,  which  inc  would 
wUfeigly  afford  to  other  diffenters ;  but  he  was  fer 
from  intending  to  grant  diem  a  toleration  or  qua- 
lifying them  tftiencby  to  hold  any  offices  or  plaoes 
in  ihe  government :  he  .even  wifhed  Ibine  laws  to 
bet  made  to  hinder  dfie  growth  and  prbgrefs  of  then* 
doarines.*' 

Having  thus  taken  fome  pains  to  remote  ahjf 
fu^icions  that  might  be  entertained  of  his  par- 
tiality to'papifts,  his  majefty  next  touched  upon 
the  very  <lelicate  point,  to  which  his  fpecch  and 
his  wifiies  were  alike  direfted  5  and  that  was,  to 
engage  parliament  to  acquicfce  in  his  occafional 
•txercife  of  the  difpenfing  power.  He  faid,  '^  he 
trufted  diey  had  all  fo  good  an  opinion  df  his  acal . 
for  the  proteftant  religion,  as  that  h^  needed  Juxc 
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to  tell  them,  that  he  would  not  yield  to  any  therelilf 

not  to  the  bifhops  themfelves,  nor  in  his  liking 

the  uniformity  of  it,   which  was  to  be  kept  pure 

and  uncorrupted,  free   from  all  other  mixtures. 

Yet,"  he  added,  "  if  the  diflenters  would  demean 

♦themfelves  peaceably  and  modeftly  Under  the  go- 

rvernment,  he  could  heartily  wifh,  he  had  fuch  a 

/power  of  indulgence,  to  ufe  upon  occafions,  as 

;might  not  needlefsly  force  them  out  of  the  king- 

dom,  or  fta)ring  here,  give  them  caufe  to  confpire 

'againft  th^  peace  of  it/* 


Addrels  of     -     Though  upon  this  occafion  his  majefty  exerted 
a^inft^y "^  .all  his  jjpowers  of  perfuafion  and  flattery,  he  could 
toleration,  or  not  reriiove  the   prejudices,  or  quiet  the  fears  of 
parliament.     On  the  contrary,  their  enmity  to  the 
prefbyterians,  and  their  alarm  at  the  encourage* 
ment  whijch  the  popilh  clergy  met  with  at  court, 
were  greatly  increafed  even  by  the  nloft  cautioiis 
hints  of  the  propofed  indulgence.  Beiides  the  kizi^ 
was  not  fupported  in  this  meafure  by  his  own  mi- 
nifters.    Thei^  were  but  a  few  members  of  his 
privy  council  at  this  time,  who  were  friendly  Co 
popery;  and  the  party  under  their  immediate  in- 
fluence in  either  houfe  was  by  no  means  able  to 
give  the  law  to  the  others.    The  conmions  thejre- 
.forc,  after  feme  debate,  refolved  upon  prefenting 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  which  they  renewed  all 
their  former  aflurances  of  zeal,  duty,  and  affeftion, 
-  and  declared  that  '*  it  was  with  the  utmoft  unwii- 

Imgnefi 
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lingnefs  and  reluftancy  of  heart  they  were  brought  to      CHAP. 
diflSrr  £ix)in  any  thing  which  his  majefty  had  thought  t        *      ^ 
fit  to  propofe."    They  admitted,  "  that  the  di-        1663. 
flempen  of  fome  men's  fpirits,  and  the  many  mu- 
tinies and  confpiracies,  which  were  carried  qn  dur- 
ing the  late  intervals  of  parliament,  might  have 
reaibnably  inclined  his  majefty  to  endeavour  to 
give  fome  allay  to  thofe  ill  humours  by  the  hopes, 
of  indulgence,  if  parliament  (hould  confent  to  it ; 
but  that  they  humbly  offered  to  his  great  wifdom, 
that  it  was  in  no  fort  advifiible  to  grant  any  indul- : 
gence  to  perfons,  who  prefumed  to  diifent  from  the 
A&  of  Uniformity,  and  the  religion  cftablilhed.' ' 

As  to  his  majefty*s  declaration  from  Breda,,  the. 
commons  were  of  opinion,  "  that  he  ought  not 
to  be  prcfled  with  it  any  farther  j  for  that  it  was 
not  a  promife,  but  only  a  gracious  declaration  of 
his  intentions  to  do  what  in  him  lay,  and  what  a 
parliament  fhould  advife  him  to  do :  that  no  fuch 
advice  of  indulg^ce  was  ever  given,  or  thought  fit 
to  be  offered,  nor  could  it  be  otherwife  underftood, 
as  there  were  laws  of  uniformity  then  in  being, 
which  could  not  be  difponfed  with  but  by  an  a4t 
of  parliament :  and  that  thofe,  who  pretended  a 
right  to  that  fuppofed  promife,  had  put  the  right 
into  the  hajids  of  their  reprefentatives,  who  bftd 
pai&d,  with  his  majefty's  confent,  the  Aft  of  Uni^ 
formity/* 


or  8£CR6T^HrSTQRY   e^ 

CHAP,  Itt  the  next  part  of  the  addrcfs,  tha  commons 

f  ^  \  J*  e^]9rged  oil  the  consequences  which  they  thought 
3665^  would  ndc^ffarily  attend  the  indulgence  propqfed. 
Its  effefts  they  faid  would  be,  **  to  cftabU(b  fclwfai 
by  law;}  to  take  away  all  means  of  convi^ing  tc-- 
'  cufantS4  to  difcredit  the  gravity  and  wifdom  of 
parliuicnt;  to  c:spoie  his  majefty  to  the  re&kfs 
importunity  of  every  difienter;  to  increafe  fe^U 
and  iedtaries;  to  render  the  traniicion  almofi:  un- 
avoidable from  indulgence  to  a  general  toleration^ 
and  from  that  to  an  eftablilhment,  which,  for 
ought  that  could  be  for^&en,  mi^t  eod  in  popery^ 
andy  in  all  probability,  to  occaiion  great  difturb-i^ 
ance,  inftead  of  tending  to  the  peace  of  the  king-* 
<iom/* 

After  affigning  fdme  pkufible  reafons,  why  % 
iktted  tranquility  and  obedience  were  more  likely 
to  be  produced  by  aiflerting  the  laws  and  the  loU* 
gion  eftablifhed,  according  to  the  A(9:  of  Unifor- 
mity, than  by  smy  relaxation  of  thofe  laws,,  the 
commons  concluded  with  declaring,  <'  that,  if  any 
perfon  (hpuld  prefume  to  difturb  the  pcactf  of  thq 
kingdom,  they  would,  for  ever,  and  on  all  occ»- 
iions  be  ready,  with  their  utmoft  endeavour  and 
s^fiiftance,  to  adhere  to,  and  ferve  his  niaje%,  ac-» 
cording  to  their  boqnden  duty  and  allegiance  ^/' 

Thq 

*  Had  the  commons  refilled  the  king's  attempt  to  obtain  the 
Cz^cife  of  a  difpenfing  power,  on  legal  and  condltutional 

grounds. 
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« 

The  king  wu  very  much  vexed  at  fo  declared  an      CHAP, 
oppofition  to  his  wifhes ;  he  ex^pefbed  more  com-     ^     /    / 
fiiaQce  from  the  parlianietu  {  and  knew  not  bow       i6&3^ 
to  account  hr  the  little  eSed  produced  by  his  own 
ipeech,  but  by  afcribing  the  addieft  of  the  com. 
mons  to  the  intrigues  of  the  bifhops  and  the  chan- 
cellor, whom  he  knew  to  be  averfe  to  his  pxercife 
of  a  difpeafing  power.    H^  did  not,  indeed^  cx^ 
preishb  difpleafure  to  the  chancellors  he  tyfxk 


grounds,  their  oppofition  would  have  done  them  honour.  But 
die  corrupt  members  ef  the  pcafion^Nurliameat  were  incapabi^ 
ai  any  thing  eiiher  greats  or  good.  Even  when  they  a6led  rights 
which  was  very  feldom^  they  did  fo  from  the  impulfe  of  fosie 
defpicable  paffion,  never  froin  generous,  or  patriotic  motives. 
The  whole  of  th«r  addrefs  was  dictated  by  a  mean,  arbitrary, 
unjuft,  and  intolerant  fpirit.  Infiead  of  affertiag  thi^  the  king 
could  have  no  right  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  a  pofitive  law, 
they  endeaYQi}xcd  by  t)ie  moft  wretched  f«phiftry  to  ftov^  Aat 
he  was  relieved  from  the  obligation  of  his.  promife  at  Breda,  be- 
caule  an  a£l  to  the  contrary  had,  through  his  own  perfidious 
artifice,  been  paiftd  by  die  parliament.  They  even  pretended 
that  the  ^iiiienten  could  have  no  daim  tP  the  promifed  indul* 
gence,  as  they  had  comraitted  that  and  all  theif  other  rights  to 
their  reprefent^tives  in  parliament,  who  palTed  tjie  A&  of  Uni- 
formity. According  to  this  curious  mode  of  reafoning,  the  au- 
thority of  a  tnift  juftifies  the  abufe  of  it,  and  perfons  elefted  for 
the  general  wel^u-e  are  not  accountable  ibr  aAing  contrary  to 
the  intereit  of  their  conftituents.  S«$ch  a  poiition  is  jufl  as  ab« 
fiird,  to  ufe  the  fimile  of  a  late  writer,  as  to  imagine,  "  that  phy« 
ficians,  chofen  to  fuperintend  and  cure  the  fick  in  hofpitals,  have 
a  right  to  kill  their  ^patients,  if  they  pleaie.'*  The  otftier  abfiir- 
dltiesof  the  ackke&  are  fo  numerous  an4  fo  grofs  as  nf»t  to  admit 
of,  or  requirip  a  particuiar  iilu^ation, 

B  4  ftudiQufly 
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I. 

1663. 


ftudioully  avoided  all  converfation  on  the  fubjeft  j 
but  thofe,  who  knew  him  well,  could  clearly  per- 
ceive  his  diffatisfadkion  in  his  countenance^  of 
which  he  had  not  quite  fo  perfcft  a  command  as 
of  his  language  *.  In  this  jealoufy  of  his  minifter*s 
endeavours  privately  to  defeat  his  fcheme  of  indul- 
gence, he  was  cncotiraged  not  only  by  the  earl  of 
Briftol,  and  all  the  Roman,  catholic  junto,  but  by 
his  fair  idol,  lady  Caftlemaine,  who  bcfides  hef 
bearing  an  implacable  enmity  to  the  chancellor, 
foon  declared  herfelf  of  the  popifti  perfuafion^  and 
became  a  warm  and  powerful  advocate  for  its  in- 
tcrefts.  This  gave  rife  to  fome  changes  in  tho 
cabinet,  and  in  the  management  of  the  king's  af« 
fairs  in  parliament,  of  which  I  fliall  prefently  ^nter 
into  a  mqre  particular  account. 


Remon- 

ftrance  on  the 
Jcnity  (hewn 
to  papifb. 


But  whatever  his  majefly  had  refolved  upon  with 
thofe  fecret  advifers,  it  was  at  this  time  carefully 
concealed.  He  took  no  public  notice  of  the  addrefs 
for  almofl  three  weeks  -,  and  then  in  a  written  mef- 
fkge,  pretended  an  unwillingnefs  to  reply  to  the 
reafons  it  contained,  though,  he  faid,  he  found  he 
had  been  piifunderftood  i  but  thanked  the  com-? 
mons  for  their  declaration  tp  aflifl  him  ags^inft  any 
perfon  that  (hould  prefume  to  difturb  the  peace  of 


*  Savillc  fays  in  his  charaflcr  of  Charles,  « that  his  6cc  was 
as  little  a  blab  as  moil  men's;  yet,  though  it  could  not  be  called 
a  prattling  &cc,  it  would  fometimes  tell  tales  to  a  good  obfervcr.'* 

the 
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the  kingdom.     As  the  commons,  in  their  addreft,      CHAP, 
had  only  given  one  hint  refpedting  the  poflible  efta-  i  m 

bliflmient  of  popery,  they  afterwards  engaged  tha  1463, 
lords  to  concur  with  them  in  a  particular  remon-» 
(bance  on  that  fubjeft  alone,  in  which  they  repre*t 
fented  to  his  majefty,  "  that  his  lenity  towards  the 
papifts  had  drawn  into  the  kingdom  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  Romifli  priefts  and  jefuits :  they  were  there- 
fore humble  fuitors  to  him,  to  iiTue  out  a  procla* 
mation  to  command  all  jefuits,  and  all  Englilh, 
Iri(h,  and  Scoti(h  popifh  priefls,  and  all  fuch  other 
priefts  as  had  taken  orders  from  the  fee  of  Rome^ 
or  by  authority  thereof,  (except  fuch  foreign  je-. 
fuits  or  priefts,  as,  by  contraft  of  marriage,  were 
to  attend  the  perfons  of  either  of  the  queens,  or, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  to  attend  foreign  embafla-' 
dors)  to  depart  the  kingdom  by  a  certain  day, 
under  pain  of  having  the  penalties  of  the  law  in- 
fli^apd  upon  them/' 

There  were,  indeed,  juft  grounds  for  this  re-  Fallacy  of  a 
monftrance.     The  number  of  Romilh  priefts  in-  c^pHancc 
creafed  every  day  to  the  moft  alarming  degree ;  with  the 
and  their  party,  too  much  elated  by  court-fiivour,  ^cnr^  ^^^ 
cendu&ed  themfelves  with  fuch  indiicretion  and 
infolence  as  to  fill  the  people  with  fears,  and  the 
parliament  with  jealoufy.    The  king  manifefted 
great  uneafmefs  on  this  occafion ;  and,  after  af- 
fefting  to  confult  with  the  feledt  committee  of  his 
privy  council,  he  fent  a  loeflage  to  the  lords  on 

the 
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CHAT,  the  fecond  of  April,  to  be  alfo  imputed  to  the 
^  '  i  commojQs,  ia  which  l»  faid,  '*  thtf  he  waa  not  a 
u^^.  little  trotibled,  that  hi$  lenitjr  and  cMde&cafion 
towards  many  of  the  poptib  perfuafion  (which  wens 
bm  natural  efifeAs  of  hts  gesxerofity  aad  good-oa^ 
ture^  after  having  lived  fo  many  years  in  t-hc  do^ 
minions  of  Roman  catholic  princes ;  and  out  of  a 
juft  roenaory  of  wloat  many  of  them  had  done  and 
fufieicd  in  the  &rvice  of  hia  father  mA  himfeif) 
had  been  made  £b  ill  ufe  of,  and  ie  ill  deferred^ 
that  the  re&rt  of  jcfiiits  and  priefts  into  tiae  kihg- 
dom,  had  been  thereby  incr^cd>  with  which  hit 
na^efty  was  highly  offifeded,** 

Having  thus  apologized  for  his  indulgence  to 
papi(h^  and  exprefled  his  difapfuxibation  of  dxeir 
ajbufe  of  it^  he  promifed  to  ifftie  out  fuch  a  pr Or  ^ 
clamation  as  the  parliament  deiiredi  and  to  talte 
care  that  it  (hould  be  more  efl^ftual  than  my  of 
that  kind  had  ever  been.  His  m^efly  farther  dc- 
daied  to  both  houfes,  and  to  all  hia  loving  fubjefts, 
*^  that»  as  his  aifeftion  and  seal  for  the  proteftant 
rehgion,  and  the  church  of  England,  had  not 
been  concealed,  or  untaken  notice  of  in  the 
\Korld»  fo  he  was  not,  nor  ever  would  be  fo  foliei- 
tous  for  fettling  his  own  revenue,  or  providing  for 
the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  kingdom,  as  for 
the  advancement  and  improvement  of  the  religion 
eftablifhcd,  and  for  ufing  and  applying  all  proper 
and  effcdual  remedies  tq  hinder  the  growth  of 

popery. 
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popciy>  both  which  hs  ki  troth  looked  upon  as      CHAP« 
the  bcft  edq)edieiits  to  eftaUilh  the  peace  and  prof-     ^     J    j 
peri^  of  ail  his  kix^oma«"  1665. 

Both  houfes  were  highly  pleafed  with  thb  mef* 
iage,  as  it  promi&d  the  fulleft  gratification  of  their 
reieiKment  againft  papifls.  His  majefty  feemed 
aHb  very  ready  to  comply  with  their  requeft,  by 
immediately  ifiiiing  the  defired  proclaroatioa  sf^nA 
po{»ih  lyriefts.  But,  inftead  of  rendering  it,  as  he 
(aid,  mjiMPe  efiednal  than  any  former  one,  the  end 
of  it  was  defeated  by  the  attfiil  omiffion  of  a  fmgle 
word  in  the  claufe  recommended  by  parliament  for 
excepting  fuch  foreign  jefaits  of  pnefts  as  attoided 
either  of  the  queens,  or  any  of  the  emba0adors 
from  Roman  catholic  countries.  The  word  "/(?- 
ragn*'  was  left  out  in  the  proclamation  i  and  thus 
every  prieft  might  claim  the  benefit  of  the  excep* 
don,  under  the  pretence  of  belonging  to  one  of  the 
queens,  or  to  fome  embailador.  The  fallacy  was  ob- 
vious^ but  no  remarks  were  made  upon  it  in  eidier 
houfe ;  for,  befides  their  unwillingneTs  to  ofifend 
the  king  by  too  many  reprefentations  on  the  fame 
head,  they  Intended  before  the  end  of  the  feffion, 
to  frame  a  bill  for  enforcing  the  penal  ads  with 
more  rigDur  againft  non-conformiils  of  every  de« 
fcription.  From  this  purpofe,  however,  they  were 
diverted  by  very  great  addrefs, 

la 
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CIJAF.  In  the  mean  time  the  commons  proceeded  to 

\     ^'    ;     take  the  ftate  of  his  majefty*s  revenue  into  confide- 
1663.        ration,  and  to  devife  means  for  making  good  fuch 
Spar  to  ob-     deficiencies  in  it  as  were  complained  of.    The 
^rolyr^^^'*'  produce  of  many  of  the  fupplies  before  voted  were 
faid  to  have  fallen  fhort  of  their  expedations  5  but 
though  this  was  the  cafe  in  a  few  inftances,  the 
emptinefs  of  the  exchequer  was  much  mor^  owing 
to  the  improvident  and  unthrifty  expenditure  of 
the  money  which  had  been  received.    The  fettle- 
ment  of  thefe  matters  led  to  inquiries  into  fpme 
other  grievances,  and  occafioned  fuch  firequent  in-? 
tejTUptions  of  the  main  bufinefs,  swd  fo  many  un-» 
pleafant  mefilages  to  the  king  about  objeds  of  re- 
form *,  that  his  majefty  refolved  to  apply  the  faiQC 

*  In  thofe  meflages  which  refpe6led  only  a  very  fmail  part  of. 
the  errors  of  adminiilrationy  ^e  commons  ^lade  it  their  humble, 
defire  to  the  king  to  make  no  grai\t  nor  ^ontraft,  with  relatioa 
to  the  poft-ofiice ;  not  to  lay  nor  continue  any  im|X){itioi\  ^i 
Scotland  qr  Ireland  on  the  woollen  or  other  manu&Aures  of 
England ;  to  recal  his  proclamations  forbidding  the  exportation 
of  geldings;  to  appoint  no  merchants  confuls,  but  at  the  defire 
of  the  merchants,  nor,  unlefs  fupported  at  their  cxpence;  to  iiTue 
out  his  proclamation  for  tl^e  pun^ual  and  effe£tual  execution 
and  obfervance  of  the  navigation-a£t,  without  any  difpenfation 
or  connivance  whatever;  to  recal  fuch  difpenfations  as  had 
been  already  granted;  and  to  forbear  to  pais  any  farther  grants 
upon  the  cpmmiiSons  ifliied  for  the  difcovery  of  lands  gained 
from  the  fea,  which  commiffions  had  been  unduly  exercifed* 
What  trifling  objefts  of  reform  compared  with  the  long  cata- 
logue of  national  grievances,  which  this  parliament  of  infamous 
memory  not  only  acquiefced  in,  but  fupported! 

fpur 
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<pur  to  their  difpatch  which  he  had  tried  the  year      CltAP. 

before,  with  fuccefs.     He  fent  for  them  to  While-   v       J      ^ 

hall,  and  after  fome  gentle  expolltlation  on  the        1663. 

feeniing  abatement  of  their  zeal  for  his  fervice,  he 

llated  the  urgency  of  his  wants,  and  the  neceffity 

of  a  prefent  liipply  for  the  fupport  of  government, 

and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  peace.    He 

alfo  reminded  them  of  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and 

of  the  propriety  of  making  a  recefs  at  Midfum- 

mcr ;  and  concluded  with  afluring  them,  upon  his 

word,  "  that  they  fhould  have  great  comfon  in 

what  they  did  for  him  ♦." 

The 

♦  As  this  fpccch  Affords  another  very  curious  fpecimen  of 
thofe  powers  of  infinuation  and  addrefs,  which  Charles  fo  often 
perverted  to  the  worft  of  purpoies,  the  reader  will  not  be  di^ 
pJeafed  with  our  inferting  it  at  fiill  length. 

**  Mr.  Speaker,  and  you  gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
I  have  fent  for  you  this  day  to  communicate  with  you,  as  good 
friends  ought  to  do,  when  they  difcover  the  lead  jealoufy  grow- 
ing, which  may  lellen  their  confidence  in  each  other ;  and  you 
may  all  remember,  that,  when  there  was  lately  a  little  jealoufy 
among  you  upon  fomewhat  I  had  laid  or  done,  I  made  all  the 
hafle  I  could  to  give  you  fatisfadion,  for  which  you  all  returned 
me  your  hearty  thanks,  and  were«  I  think,  iatisiied. 

*^  Gentlemen,  it  is  in  no  man's  power,  no,  not  in  your  own 
.power,  to  make  me  fufpe^^,  or  in  the  lead  degree  imagine  it 
poffible,  that  your  aife^ions  and  kindneis  are  diminifhed  to- 
wards me.  1  know  very  well,  that  the  people  did  never,  in  any 
ag^,  ufe  that  vigilance  and  circumfpe^ion  in  the  eleflion  of 
reprefentatives  of  tried  and  known  affections  to  the  crown,  of 
your  good  principles  and  unqueflionable  inclinations  to  the 
peace  of  the  church  and  (late.    You  are  the  very  fame  men, 

who. 


The  kiiig  "Mas  not  diiappolnted  in  ios  hopes  of 
<}uickeiiiTig  the  Kberaiity  of  the  cwnmons  by  this 
artful  mode  of  expoiluktion.    As  foon  as  they  re- 

turixed 


lirho,  at  yom-  firtt  coimqg  together,  gave  facti  figntd  teftimonics 
of  your  aifedioa  aad  £riend{hip  to  my  pei-lbn ;  of  your  zeal  for 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  liberal  fupport  of 
governn^ent;  and  of  your  horror  and  deteftation  of  thofe  meii^ 
whofe  principles,  yon  difcemed,  did  keep  tircm  awake,  to  take 
aU  occaiions  to  dilhirb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  «o  embroil 
us  in  a  new  civil  war,  vMch  is  as  tnuch  their  ^ndeavotir  now 
as  ever,  and,  it  may  be,  not  enough  aWiorred  by  others,  whofe 
prihciples  and  ends  are  very  different  from  theirs.  ^  You  are  the 
lame  men,  who,  at  your  firft  meeting,  by  a  wonderfvil  harmony 
and  concurrence  in  whatfover  I  could  wi(h,  gave  me  reputation 
abroad,  and  fecurity  aft  liome ;  made  our  neighbours  foMcit  us 
for  our  friendfhip,  and  fet  a  juft  value  -upon  it ;  and,  titift  me^ 
ftch  a  reputation  is  of  fuch  a  vaft  importance  as  made  my  bvil 
fubjefts  even  defpair  of  bringing  theb  wicked  ptfrpofe  to  pa&; 
and  is  it  poflibie  that  die  -fame  *perfons  can  continue  the  fame 
together,  without  the  fame^ffeftion  to  me  ?  I  am  fore  it  is  im- 
pof&bfe;  a!nd  yet  I  muft  tell  you,  the  reputsition  1  had  from 
your  concurrence  and  tcndernefi  towards  me,  h  not  at  all  im* 
proved  fince  the  beginning  of  this  feffion :  indeed  it  k  mudi 
fefTeried;  and  I  am  fure  1  never  flood  more  In  need  of  that 
reputation  than  at  prefent,  to  carry  me  through  the  many  rfif- 
ficultiesi  in  which  tlie  public  is  at  leaft  as  much  concerned  as 
tnyfclf. 

■*'  You  csbnot  take  it  amifs  (you  feall  tife  as  mndh  freedom 
tirtth  me)  that  I  tell  you,  there  hath  not  appeared  that  warmth 
in  you  of  late;  in  the  confideratron  of  my  revenue,  as  I  expcfted, 
as  well  from  fome  of  your  meflage^,  ^s  my  own  confidence  m 
your  care  and  kindnefs.  Tt  hath  been  faid  to  myfelf,  that  it  h 
\ifual  for  the  parliament  to  give  the  crown  extraordinary  fup- 
^ics  upon  emergent  occafions,  but  not  to  improve  the  conflant 

revenue 
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turned  to  their  houfe,  they  voted  four  chtiTC  fob*  CWMP, 

Mies  far  the  fapply  of  histnajefly'sprefenc  occa*  ^        V    ^ 
&ms  ^  atid  the  ckigjr,  who  were  then  aflembled  in       1663. 

convocation^ 


revcDtte  of  dib  aown.  I  wiih,  and  fo  do  you,  that  nothing  had 
been  done  in  and  by  parliaments  but  what  was  ufual;  but  if  ill 
parliaments  contrive  the  ruin  and  difinherifon  of  the  crowni 
God  forbid  but  good  parliaiments  ihould  repair  it,  how  unUfual 
foevcrtt  is.  If  yon  ytourfehres  had  not,  in  an  extraordinary 
nanofir,  iidpnoired  my  r^viemie,  the  government  could  not  hzvt 
been  fupported ;  and  if  it  be  not  improved  to  the  proportion  jon 
have  defignedy  the  government  cannot  be  fupported. 

"  Believe  me,  gentlemen,  the  mod  difaffefted  fijbje£U  in 
EriJ^land  are  not  more  unwilling  to  pay  any  tax  or  impofitioa 
you  lay  upon  them,  than  1  am  to  receive  it.     God  knows,  I  do 
not  k>ng  nK>re  for  any  blefling  in  the  world,  than  that  I  may 
live  to  call  a  parliament,  and  not  afk  or  receive*  any  money  from 
them,    t  will  do  all  I  can  to  fee  that  happy  day.    I  know  the 
vaft  burthens  this  kingdom  hath  borne  thefe  laft  twenty  yeara 
^ful  more ;  that  it  is  exceedingly  impoverifhed :  but  alas  \  what 
good  will  that  which  is  left  do  them,  if  the  government  cannot 
be  fupported.    I  muft  deal  plainly  with  you,  and  I  do  but  dif- 
charge  my  confcience  in  that  plaiimefs :  if  you  do  not,  befides 
the  improving  ray  revenue  in  the  manner  I  have  recommended 
to  yon,  give  me  fome  prefent  fupply  of  money,  to  enable  me  to 
ftrug^e  with  thofe  difficulties  I  am  preffed  with,  I  fhall  have 
a  very  melancholy  fummer,  and  fliall  much  apprehend  the  pub- 
lic quiet ;  for  you  have  heard,  I  prefume,  of  the  late  defign  in 
Ireland,  for  the  furprize  of  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  which  was 
fpread  all  over  that  kingdom,  and  many  parliament-men  en- 
gaged in  it.    There  is  an  abfolute  ncceffity,  that  I  forthwith  fend 
over  a  fcfti  of  money  for  the  payment  of  tlie  army,  and  putting 
the  |;arrifons  there  in  good  order ;  you  will  not  doubt  but  that 
thofe  feditipus  peribns  had  a  correfpondence  with  their  friends 
here; .  and  I  pray,  let  us  not  be  too  carelcfs  of  theoL 

'    "  I  afliire 
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CHAl^.  convocation,  having  alfo  teftified  their  affeftlon  for 
^  \  ^  his  majefty  by  a  fimilar  grant  of  four  fubfidies,  it 
1663.  was  readily  confirmed  by  parliament.  The  com-^ 
mons  alfo  prepared  three  other  adts  for  rendering 
their  former  affignments  to  the  crown  of  the  duty 
bfexcife,  arid  of  thfc  revdhue  arifing  by  hearth- 
money,  more  prbdtldive.  But  though,  while  the 
impreffions  of  tke  king's  (peech  were  frefh  upon 
their  minds,  the  vote  of  fubfidies,  and  other  bills 
to  increafe  his  majefly's  revenue,  and  to  ftrengthen 
his  power^  were  carried  through  with  th^  utmofl 

^  I  afliiFe  yoii  that  t  have  to  great  ah  dccafion  for  monej, 
which  my  revenue  cannot  fupply  me  with,  that  I  every  day 
dmit  the  doing  fomewhat  that  is  very  necefTary  for  the  public 
benefit.  Thefc  fure  arc  as  juft  motives  to  perfuade  you  to  give 
ikie  a  fupply  as  ever  moved  a  houfe  of  commons  ,*  and  therefore 
I  conjure  you  to  go  chearfully  about  it,  and  let  me  not  be  dif- 
appointed  in  my  confidence  of  your  affe6iions ;  and,  I  pray, 
remember  the  (eafon  of  the  year,  and  how  necedary  it  is  we 
make  a  receis  at,  or  about  midfummer. 

"  1  do  pray  heartily  that  the  effect  of  ttiis  day's  convdrfation 
may  be  the  renewing  oiu-  confidence  in  each  other,  and  raifing 
our  joint  reputation,  which  will  be  the  firongeft  fecurity,  with 
God's  bleffing,  the  kingdom  can  have  for  its  peace^  plenty,  and 
profpcrity ;  and  upon  my  word,  you  fhall  have  great  comfort 
in  what  you  do  for  me*** 

Nothing  can  throw  a  fuller  light  on  the  beauties  of  tiiis  fpeccK 
than  a  little  recollection  of  the  unprecedented  extravagance  of 
parliament  In  their  former  grants,  and  of  the  immenfe  fums 
which  Charles  received  from  fo  many  other  quarters^  particu- 
larly from  his  grand  pay-mafter,  the  king  of  France.  Yet,  poor 
man!  he  wanted  money  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  prefcrvc 
the  nation  from  civil  confufion  and  foreign  difgrace  1 

difpatcb; 
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difpatch ;  ytt  they  foon  abated  of  that  alacrity,  and 
all  matters  depending  proceeded  with  unufual  flow- 
ncfs.  This  did  not  arife  from  any  diminution  qf  1663. 
zeal  in  the  king's  fervice,  but  rather  from  the  eah 
ceffive  officioufnefs  of  fome  new  members,  to  whom 
his  majefty  had  transferred  a  great  part  of  his  conn 
iidence,  and  who,  by  their  ignorance,  or  their  in- 
trigues, puzzled  and  impeded,  inftead  of  accele- 
rating the  progrefs  of  public  affairs.  I  have  before 
hinted  at  the  changes  made  in  his  majefty's  coun- 
cil, and  in  the  management  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons ;  and  ihall  now  explain  the  caufes  and  ei&dts 
of  fuch  alterations* 

In  die  courfe  of  almoft  three  years,  fince  this  Chanp  in 
parliament  was  firft  affembled,  many  members  of  and  b  Ac* 

the  houfe  of  commons  had  died ;  and  great  pains  nuinagement 

/•,/.••  1   r       of  the  houfe 
were  taken  to  have  fome  of  the  king  s  memal  ler-  of  commons^ 

vants  choien  in  their  places.     Hence  it  happened 

that  there  was  a  very  great  number  of  men  in  all 

ftations  in  the  court,  as  well  below  ftairs  as  above, 

who  were  become  members  of  parliament}  and 

there  were  very  few  of  them,  who   did  not  think 

themfelves    qualified  to  reform    whatfoever  waa 

amifs  in  church  or  ftate,  and  to  procure  whatfo* 

€Ver  fupply  the  king  would  require*     They,  who 

from  the  lownefs  of  their  former  rank  in  his  fer  - 

vice,  never  before  had  prcfumed  to  fpeak  to  him, 

»iow,  by  the  privilege  of  parliament,  reforted  to 

hitn  every  day,  and  had  as  much  conference  with 

VOL.  II.  C  him 
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him  as  they  defired.  They  even  todk  the  liberty 
to  give  their  opinions  and  advice  on  the  conduft 
1665.  of  his  afFairs ;  and  reprefented  fuch  and  fuch  men, 
whom  they  liked,  as  well  afFefted  to  his  fcrvice, 
and  others  of  much  greater  merit,  but  who  paid 
them  lefs  refped,  as  ill  affedted,  and  as  wanting 
duty  to  his  majcfty.  Availing  themfelves  of  the 
king*s  weaknefs  in  too  eafily  believing  fuch  infinu- 
ations,  they  brought  the  perfons,  of  whom  they 
had  fpoken  favourably,  and  whofe  great  recom- 
mendation confided  in  a  profeiTed  readinefs  to  do 
any  thing  his  majefty  pleafed  to  prefcribe,  to  re- 
ceive his  thanks,  as  well  as  immediate  dire£tions 
from  himfelf  how  to  behave  in  the  houfe,  though 
many  of  them  were  in  reality  capable  of  no  other 
inftruftion  than  to  follow  the  example  of  fome  dif- 
creet  man  in  whatfoever  he  fliould  vote. 

Till  this  time  the  king  had  been  content  to  refer 
the  direction  of  his  aiiairs  in  parliament  to  the 
chancellor  and  thofe  other  members  of  the  fele£k 
committee,  of  whom  1  have  already  made  frequent 
mention.  They  conferred  every  day  with  fome 
members  of  the  greateft  talents  and  interell  in  the 
commons ;  and  fettled  with  them  in  what  manner 
to  proceed  in  managing  the  houfe,  and  what  parts 
to  affign  to  other  men,  whom  they  found  willing 
to  concur  in  what  was  to  be  deiired  ;  and  all  this 
was  done  without  noife,  or  fcandal.  But  there 
were  two  perfons  now  introduced  to  ad  upon  that^ 
.     <  ftage. 
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ilage,  who  difdaincd  to  receive  ordets,  or  to  have  CHAP, 

any  method  preferibcd  to  them ; — ^who  took  upon  \     ^  ,j 
them  to  judge  of  other  men's  defeds,  and  thought        i66> 
their  own  abilities  beyond  exception* 

The  firft  of  thofe  new  performers  oh  the  political  Charafter 
theatre  was  fir  Harry  Bennet,  who  had  refided  for  Hewy^Jkn- 
feme  time  as  his  majefty's  agents  or,  envoy  at  net 
Macfrid;  and  who,  fince  die  teftorationi  had  ob^ 
tained  his  recal,  as  hoping  by  means  of  the  king^s 
favour  and  his  own  dexterity  to  make  a  more  rapid 
fortune  at  home  than  he  could  in  a  foreign  coun* 
try*     He   always  profeffed  great  refpcft  for  the 
chancellor,  with  whom   he  was  obliged,    while 
abroad,  to  correfpond,  and  by  Whom  his  inftruc* 
tions  were  regularly  drawn,  though  whatever  or- 
ders he  received,  and  how  pofitive  focver,  he  ob- 
ferved  fo  far,  and  not  &rther  than  his  own  humour 
difpofcd  him.    Eveft  during  this  formal  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  chancellor,  he  held  a  more  fecret 
intelligence  with  Daniel  O^Neale  of  the  bedcham- 
ber, by  whofe  means  he  obtained  the  king's  con- 
lent  to  many  particulars  which  he  himfclf  advifed, 
without  the  privity  of  the  chancellor,  or  either  of 
the  fecretaries  of  date.    He  had  renewed  the  treaty- 
with  Spain,  without  their  being  once  confulted ; 
nor  did  they  know  any  thing  of  his  having  left 
Madrid,  till  they  heard  that  he  was  in  Paris,  from 
whence  he  arrived  in  London  in  a  very  Ihort  time 
alter.    He  was  well  received  by  the  king,  in  whof(| 
C  z  afie6kion9 
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.CHAP.      aflfcAiona  he  had  a  very  good  jdace ;  and  (hort!/ 

^    \'    ^     after  bis  arrival,   his  iriajcfty  conferred  upon  him 

jfi6^       the  only  office  then  vacant,  which  was  that  of  privy 

purfe ;  and  admitted  him  into  a  great  familiarity, 

and  to  the  nightly  meeting  of  favourites  at  lady 

CafUtoiaiilc's,  where  ho  fiUed  a  ptihcipal  pkce  to 

. '     all  imentsrabd'piirjpofes.    His  diicourfe  was  always 

enlivened  with  ready  5^t  and  pleafantry ;  and  he 

cdalflialfordtfow  iota  ita  great  deal  of  that  lafci- 

vkfus  fidkfohii^,  which  was  the  higfaeft  ireat  at 

fiiofe  xonvcr&tions^    In.  politics  heiflitmred  die 

king's  wi&es,  and  piid  his  court  to:thb  lady  with 

ecjual  kddrefs ;  and,  with  c^rd  to  religion,  if 

hb.had  fbiy,  it  was  fuppoied  to  be  a  leaning  to* 

wards:popdry^.  By  diexlifplay  of theieaccomplilh* 

:  ■    menrs 

:  ^'Thrt-Q^i* np iQiibtbax he itneclnecdF thc.-finf intnifted with 
t^  grand  fecret  of  the  kiag's  being  a  papifti  Befides  agKat  va- 
riety bf  jrefuraptive  proofs,  we  meet  with  the  cleared  evidence 
of  if  In  Carte*s  life  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  where  he  mentions 
a-yitfefcnce  of  dpinion  between  Bemiet,  and  the  car/  of  Briftol, 
mdieathey  wer&whh  the  king  in  t^lsmden,  on  the  poUcy  of  his 
rttajeft/s  openiy  declaring  h^yffelf  a  Roman  catholic,  after  hav. 
in|;  .embraced  that  reli^^on.  r  Bemiet  ,thqught,  that  fiich  a  pmblic 
avowal  of  his  jEuth  was  the  pnly  thing  th:(t. could  induce  France 
irld  S^ain  to  conarr  with  altrfieir  powers  in  reftoring  him  to 
fek  throne:  But  the  earf  aflfeited,  on  ^he contrary,  that  ib  im- 
ppideiMr  ^'declaration  wonM  have  no  other  eiffeft  than  that  of 
ruinmg  the  king's  affairs  in  his-own  country,  while  no  depend- 
ence or  ftrefs  could  be  laid  on  the  mighty  promifes  of  France 
.ind  Spam,  "  who,*^  he  faid,  "  would  give  more  to  get  one 
frontier  g*-rifontntatheir  hands,  than  to  get  the  catholic  rcli- 
C-:  .•.    '  -  gioji 
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iDCJxts  he  made  himfelf  £b  iigreeaUie>  and'ims 
ihought  fo  ufeful,  that  the  king  de£ffed  the  chan- 
cellor to  ufe  his  credit  to  gpt  fir  Many  cleftcd  &. 
member  of  the  houfe  of  coosmoijis,  which  was  ap- 
cordiisgly  done  upon  the  firft  opportunity* 

The  other  perfon  now  brought  forward  ww  wiffiamCo. 
Mr.  William  Coventry,  the  youngpft  &n  of  the  ^^^ntiySap. 

•^ '  J        C7- .  pearance  on 

late  lord  Coventry,  who  had  been  tnany  yeara  lord  the  political 
keeper  of  the  gpeat  feal.  This  gcDtiemto,  lowaids  ^^^^^' 
the  clirfe  of  the  civil  war,  had  the  conunmid  of  t 
coQxpany  of  foot,  and  fhortly  after  travdkd  into 
France,  where  he  remained  whilft  there  was  any 
hope  of  getting  another  army  for  the  king,  or  that 
either  of  the  other  crowns  would  oigage  iniiis 
quarrel  But  when  aU  thoughts  of  thai:  were  def* 
perate,  he  returned  to  Ei^Umtd^  and  jffCYi^  up  etvei^ 
idea  of  aay  fiuther  attempt,  till  the  kisig  was  pro* 
claimed  in  London.  He  then  went  over  with 
others  to  offer  his  iService  to  his  majeflky  at  the 
Hague,  and  had  the  good  fcM'tune  to  find  the  doke 
o(  York  without  a  fecretary.  He  was  diencforie  »m 
ceived  into  that  employment,  which,  as  the  duke 
held  the  office  of  high  admiral  of  England,  ^was 
not  only  very  honourable,  but  aimoft  as  luoradve 


gion  eftabliftied,  not  only  in  England,  bat  all  over  Europe." 
The  carl's  arguments  prevailed ;  and  Chai'les  continued  to  we^,* 
at  leaft  in  public,  the  ina(k  of  hypocrii^  ever  after, 

C  3  as 
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CHAP,  us  that  of  fccretary  of  ftate.  He  was  a  fuUcn,  UI- 
^  /  — '  natured,  proud  man,  whofe  ambition  had  no  B- 
1663.  mits  :  his  parts  were  very  good,  if  he  had  not 
thought  them  better  than  any  other  man's  j  and  he 
had  diligence  and  indu():ry,  which  men  of  good 
parts  are  too  pften  without,  which  made  him 
quickly  to  have  at  leaft  credit  an<i  power  enough 
with  the  duke.  He  had  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  from  the  beginning  of  the  parliament : 
he  always  fpoke  pertinently,  and  was  well  attended 
to :  he  was,  in  like  manner,  one  of  thofe,  with 
whom  the  perfons  trufted  by  the  king  in  conduc- 
ing his  affairs  in  the  lower  houfe  cdnfulted  very 
frequently.  But  perceiving  that  the  advice  of  fome 
few  others,  who  had  much  longer  experience,  was 
more  relied  upon  than  his,  he  began  to  think  him- 
felf  not  valued  enough,  and  only  made  ufe  of  to 
promote  the  defigns  and  contrivances  of  other  men, 
without  being  (ignal  in  the  management,  to  which 
he  afpired.  This  determined  him  to  make  frequent 
experiments  how  far  he  himfelf  could  prevail  in  tho 
houfe,  by  declining  the  method  that  was  prefcribed, 
and  propofing  fomewhat  which  was  either  befide, 
or  contrary  to  it.  Then  if  it  fucceeded,  as  it 
fometimes  did,  the  reft  of  the  court  party  not  op- 
pofing  him,  from  a  belief  of  his  having  received 
newer  direftions,  he  had  argument  enough  to  cenr 
fure  the  .chancellor  for  having  formed  wrong  idea^ 
of  the  temper  and  affeftrons  of  the  houfe. 

When 
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When  thofe  two  pcrfons,  fir  Harry  Bennet  and      CHAP. 
Mr.  Coventry^  (who  had  entered  into  as  great  a     i      '     i 
league  of  frlendfhip  as  can  fubfift  between  two  very        i66v 
proud  men)  came  to  fit  together  in  the  houfe  of  League  of 
commons,  though  the  former  of  them  knew  no  ^^^\^ofe 
more  of  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  England,  than  two  favou« 
he  did  of  China,  nor  had  in  truth  a  care  or  tender-  ^^^^' 
nels  for  church  or  ftate,  but  believed  France  was 
^e  heft  pattern  m  the  world,  they  thought  it 
would  be  doing  them  the  greateft  wrong,  if  they 
were  not  allowed  entirely  to  govern  the  houfe,  or 
if  the  king  took  his  meafures  of  what  (houl4  be 
done  there  from  any  body  but  themfelves.     They 
made  friendihips  with  ieveral  young  members,  who 
fpoke  confidently,  and  often  Teemed  to  have  credit 
in  the  houfe.    As  thefe  were  for  the  mod  part 
country  gentlemen  of  ordinary  condition,  and  mean 
fortunes,  they  were  defirous  to  fecure  the  intereft 
of  fuch  a  ppribn  as  fir  Harry  Bennet,  who  was 
thou^t  CO  have,  and  who  indeed  had  confid^rablff 
influence  with  his  majefly. 

Sir  Harry,  proud  of  having  gained  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  adherents,  fancied  he  underilood  the  houfe, 
and  what  waf  to  be  done  there,  as  well  as  any  man  , 
in  England.  He  recommended  thofe  men  to  the 
Ung,  as  perfons  of  fublime  parts ;  fpoke  in  their 
own  hearing  of  the  fervices  they  had  done,  and 
how  much  greater  they  could  do ;  and  ailured  his 
Q^ajefty,  that  with  fuch  loy^  and  zealpus  fupporfers 

C4  he  * 


&4  ftSCRBT   HISTORY  OF 

C&Af.  he  mi^t  carry  whtt  he  would  in  the  houfe  of 
^  I  '  CGWunons.  The  Tcing  received  and  conferred  with 
1665.  Ihem  very  gracioufly,  and  difmiflled  them  with  pro« 
mifes  which  made  them  rich  already.  They  had 
before  been  entirely  governed  by  fir  Hugh  Polkrd, 
under  the  chancellor's  fecret  direction  v  but  they 
thought  they  had  now  got  a  better  patron :  the  new 
courtier  had  raifed  their  value,  and  talked  to  them 
of  recompences  and  rewards  in  a  different  dialed^ 
from  what  they  had  been  accuftomed  to. 

Profits  of  the  The  two  friends  before-mentioned  agreed  fo  well 

and  winSi-  between  thcmfelves,  that  whether  they  fpoke  toge- 

ccnfcs  grant-  ther,   OT  apart  to  the  king,  they  always  faid  the 

duke  of  York  fame  things,  gave  the  fame  information,  and  took 

nni  his  lieirs,  ^^^^  ^^^  j^^^j^  ^^-^^  mafters  might  have  the  fame 

opinions  and  judgments  of  the  afiedions  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  which  they  faid  werfe  fo  great 
and  united,  as  to  be  ready  to  do  whatfoever  the 
king,  or  duke  could  require.  They  had  it  in  their 
power  to  give  the  latter  more  efpecially  a  ftrong 
.  inrtance  of  the  feeming  truth  of  their  aflertions. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  feflion,  fome  abufes  in 
contrafts  with  relation  to  the  poft-office  having 
been  complained  of,  the  commons  requefted  the 
king  to  make  no  farther  grants  of  that  kind,  till 
.  the  matter  could  be  more  fully  inquired  into.  But 
by  the  contrivance  of  Coventry  and  Bennet,  the 
houfe  fome  time  after  unanimoufly  affented  to  a 
motion  for  fettling  #ie  profits  of  the  poft-ofl&ce, 

and 
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&nd  the  power  of  granting  wine-licenfes,  on  his 

royal  hig^efs  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  heirs 

nude  of  his  body.    This  was  a  veiy  acceptad>la        j66|* 

piece  of  (ervice,  as  fo  great  an  addition  to  the 

duke's  eftabiifliment^ 'enabled  him  to  keep  a  fepa- 

rate  court,  without  troubling  the  king  for  any 

£uther  affiftance. 

Such  a  proof  of  the  fentiments  and  liberality  of  Introduftion 
the  commons  afibrdedan  excellent  fubjeft  for  fir  members  at 
Hany  and  Mr.  Coventry  to  enlarge  upon.    They  ^®  ^^^ 
fsud,  *^  that  former  delays  in  matters  which  the 
king  had  at  heart  were  entirely  owing  to  mifma^ 
nagement :  they  knew  many  worthy  and  able  men, 
of  whofe  wifdom  the  hou(e  was  fo  well  perfuaded^ 
as  to  agree  to  whatever  they  propofed;  and  yet 
thefe  men  complained  that  they  had  no  diredions 
given  to  them,  which  way  they  might  beft  ferve 
the  king/*    They  ferther  aff«rted,  "  that  if  thofc 
men  were  properly  treated  with,  it  would  quickly 
appear  how  much  they  were  at  his  majefty*s  difpo* 
ial ;  and  all  things,  which  now  depended  long, 
would  be  hereafter  difpatched  in  half  the  time."   . 

The  king  wondered  very  much,  that  any  mem- 
bers df  the  houfe,  who  were  fo  well  difpofed  to 
ferve  him,  (hould  have  been  fo  much  neglefted  i 

*  The  revenue  of  the  poft-office  alone  afforded  at  that  time 
adeartncome  of  twenty-one  thou£uid  pounds  a  jear. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  wiflied  fir  Harry  and  Mr.  Coventry  to  fpieak 
^  ^  -^  to  the  chancellor  on  the  fubjcft.  They  artfully 
1663.  concealed  their  having  the  leaft  prejudice  againft 
the  chancellor,  (though  they  were  not  united  in 
any  one  thing  more  than  the  defirc  of  his  ruin) 
and  laid  they  would  very  willingly  repair  to  him, 
and  be  direfted  by  him ;  but  they  requefted,  that 
his  majefty  himfelf  would  firft  fpeak  to  him  to  call 
thofe  perfons,  whom  they  had  recommended,  to 
meet  together  with  the  reft,  whom  the  chancellor 
ufed  to  confult.  This  the  king  willingly  under- 
took, and  being  Ihortly  after  waited  upon  by  the 
chancellor,  his  majefty  mentioned  what  had  been 
told  him,  and  named  feveral  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  who,  he  faid,  took  it  ill,  that  they 
were  not  particularly  informed  of  the  king's  wiflies, 
and  which  way  they  might  beft  (epre  him.  He 
therefore  defired  that,  at  the  ne^t  cqaference  upon 
parliamentary  (^ufmefs,  thofe  gendemen,  with  fir 
Harry  Bennet,  might  have  notice  to  be  prefent* 
As  to  Mr.  William  Coventry,  he  and  his  brother 
Harry  of  the  bedchamber  had  been  conftandy  in  . 
thofe  councils. 

It  was  not  difficult  for  the  chancellor  to  perceive 
the  fecret  defign  of  thofe  meafures  which  had  beei^ 
fuggefted  to  the  king.  He  faid,  "  that  great  and 
notorious  meetings  in  parliament  had  been  always 
odious ;  and  though  they  might  produce  fuccefs 
in  a  few  particulars,  they  commonly  ^Tided  un« 

luckily : 
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luckily:  diat fince iiis inajefty*s  return^  care  had 
been  taken  to  confine  the  management  of  his  bu- 
fine&  in  the  commons  to  a  few  perfons,  who  had 
a  mutual  confidence  in  each  oth^,  and  by  whofe 
means  inftruAions  were  communicated,  without 
noife  and  without  notice,  to  fuch  of  the  members 
as  were  willing  to  be  inftruments  towards  pro- 
curing what  was  defirable,  and  preventing  what 
might  be  unpleafant  to  his  majcfty :  that  the  very 
gentlemen,  whom  his  majefty  had  named,  had  al- 
ways received  every  neceflary  advice  and  informal 
tion  of  his  pleafure,  widiout  being  expofed  by  apy 
numerous  meetings  to  thofe  fufpicions  and  re- 
proaches, which  in  all  parliaments  had  been  looked 
upon  as  a  difgrace :  and  laftly,  that  he  could  not 
conceal  his  own  fears,  that  putting  the  bulihefs 
into  a  wider  and  more  open  channel,  and  his  ma- 
jelly's  too  publicly  (peaking  with  the  members, 
and  believing  the  reports  of  every  man,  who  was 
piefent  at  the  debates,  would  be  attended  with 
"  feme  inconveniences  not  eafy  to  be  remedied  *." 
The  king  did  not  exprefs  any  diifatisfaftion  at  this 
difcburfe,  but  feemed  to  approve  it.  However  he 
would  have  fir  Harry  Bennet,and  two  of  the  other 
gendemen,  Mr.  Clifford,  and  Mr.  Churchill,  cal- 
led to  the  next  meeting ;  and  becaufe  they  were  to 

*  By  thefe  remarks  we  may  fee,  that  fome  of  the  minifters 
of  Charles  11.  were  ahnoil  as  well  fkilled  in  the  arts  of  decent  cwr^ 
ruftm^  as  Walpole  himfelf,  or  any  of  his  n^odem  imitators. 


awer. 
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CHAP,,  be  ifttfoduced  into  company  they  had  not  ufed  to 
^  \  i  converfe  with,  his  majcfty  de&xcd  that  the  fdcfit 
1663*  party  might  meet  at  the  chaBcellor's,  and  not  at 
die  chief  baron  Bridgeman'$»  or  the  attCMrney-ge^ 
neral's  chambedrs,  the  former  places  of  refort;  aad 
that  the  chaacellor  (hould  let  the  reft  know  the 
good  opinion  his  majcfty  had  of  thofe^  who  wer? 
added  to  the  number. 

DccKneof  the  -   By  thcfe  means,  and  with  thefc  circumfiances^ 
cfiwe^  ^^^    ^13  alteration  wa$  made  in  the  ^ondoift  of  the 
king's  fervicc  in  parliament,  upon  which  many 
other  alterations  followed,  though  not  at  once.    It 
fbon  appeared,  that  the  introdudion  of  new  confi- 
dents was  not  pleating  to  thofe,  who  thought  they 
had  very  well  difcharged  their  truft.     The  old 
members  became  more  referved  in  the  delivery  of 
their  opinions,  and  fome  of  them  always  difconii* 
nued  their  attendance  at  the  meetings.     The  new 
comers,  on  the  other  hand,  knowing  their  credit 
with  the  kii^,  and  prefuming  on  the  fuperiority  of 
their  talents,  came  rather  to  did:ate  than  advife  ^ 
fo  that  by  degrees  there  were  lefs  refoludons  takea^ 
than  had  been  formerly,  nor  was  there  fo  chearful 
a  concurrence^  or  fo  fpeedy  a  difpatch  of  the  bufi- 
finefs  depending  in  the  houfe,  as  before.    The 
chancellor  felt  very  fenfibly  the  diminution  of  his 
own  power ;  and  knew  very  well  to  what  caufes  it 
was  owing,  though  both  fir  Harry  Beiuiet  and  Mr. 
William  Coventry  carried  themfelves  towards  him 

with 
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With  ^;rcat  cmHty  and  outward  refpcft,  while  nci-      CHAP, 
thcr  of  them,  let  flip  any  oppOTtunity  of  injuring  ^       ^      m 
him  in  prirate.    Still,  however,  they  afted  with        1663. 
great  warinefi  and  caution ;  and  even  among  their 
parties  they  (poke  of  his  foibles  rather  with  an  air 
of  pkalantry  and  ridicule,  than  with  any  (hew  of 
enmity  or  ill-nature* 

Another  of  the  junto,  who  privately  confpired  The  ear!  of 
the  chancellor's  ruin,  was  not  quite  fo  dilcrect,  or  andmalici- 
lather  fo  parienjc  to  wait  for  a  favourable  opportu-  ous  attempt, 
nity  of  eSkBaag  his  deftru£tion.      This  was  the 
earl  of  Briftol,  who  had  been  crofled  in  many  of 
his  fchemes  by  the  chancellor,  and  who  afcribed  to 
hira  every  check  that  was  impofed  on  his  own 
moft  eztravagam  pretenfions.    Though  the  king 
bad  been  often  vety^  liberal  to  him,  at  one  time 
making  him  a  prefent  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  in 
money,  with  which  he  purchafed  Wimbleton  of 
the  queen-motiher,  and  at  another  rime  giving  him  ' 

Alhdown  foreft  and  other  lands  in  Sufiex,  yet 
thcfe  marks  of  royal  favour  were  not  fufficicnt  to 
gratify  his  pride,  or  his  avarice.  His  religion  k^ 
him  from  any  poft  of  coniiderable  honour,  or 
emolument ;  and  his  family  eftate  had  been  Ibid 
and  fettled  by  his  own  confent  upon  the  marriage 
of  his  cldefl  fon  twice  to  great  fortunes ;  fo  that, 
when  he  rctamed  from  beyond  the  fcas,  he  had 
little  more  to  fubfift  upon  than  the  king's  bounty ; 
and  though  no  man  tailed  more  of  it,  yet  he  al- 
ways 
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CHAP,  vays  thought  the  chancellor  prevented  its  bdng 
•^  J  '*  poured  out  upon  him  in  greater  meafure.  He  was 
^665.  in  his  nature  very  covetous,  and  ready  to  embrace 
all  ways  of  getting  money ;  but,  with  an  ii^con- 
fiftency  very  common  to  proud  men,  he  was  no^ 
thing  provident  in  his  expences,  when  he  had  any 
temptation  from  ambition  or  vanity^  He  fpent  as 
much  in  building  and  gardening  at  Wimbleton  as 
the  land  was  worth ;  and  to  add  to  his  frequent 
diftrefles,  he  had  an  unconquerable  paffion  foF 
gaming,  in  which  he  had  no  fkill,  but  conftantly 
loft  all  the  money  he  ever  could  command. 

By  fuch  imprudent  cbnduft  the  ciarl  found  him- 
(elf  infbreights,  which  he  could  neither  endure, 
nor  get  out  of,  and  which  tranfported  him  to  (uch 
a  degree,  that  he  refolved  to  treat  the  king  In  a 
very  different  manner  from  what  he  had  ever  yet 
prefumed  to  do.  Upon  this  determination,  he 
immediately  went  to  the  king,  and  finding  only 
lord  Aubigny  in  his  company,  with  whom  the 
earl  was  upon  a  footing  of  the  greateft  intimacy^ 
he  ftated  his  wants,  and  made  a  requeft  fo  very 
unreafonable  that  it  could  not  be  complied  witlu 
He  then  told  his  majefly,  **  that  he  knew  well  the 
caufe  of  his  withdrawing  his  favour  from  him  : 
that  it  proceeded  folely  from  the  chancellor,  who 
governed  him  and  numaged  all  his  affairs,  whilft 
Ihe  himfelf  fpent  his  time  only  in  pleafures  and  de-. 
bauchery.'*    He  went  on  in  the  fame  paflionate 

ftrain. 
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ftiain,  upbraiding  the  king  with  many  ezcefles,  to      CHAP, 
which  no  man  had  contributed  more  than  the  earl     ^     ^    ,^   - 
himfelf ;  and  uttering  many  harfh  truths,  which        i66|. 
came  with  a  worfe  grace  from  his  lips.     He  con- 
eluded,  <'  that  if  his  requeft  was  not  granted  in 
four  and  twenty  hours,  he  would  dofomewhat  that 
would  awaken  the  king  out  of  his  (lumber,  and 
make  him  look  better  to  his  own  bufinefs;''  adding 
many  threats  againft  the  chancellor.    So  violent 
and  daring  an  attack  deprived  the  king  of  all  pre- 
fence  of  mind ;  and  he  afterwards  reproached  him- 
felf for  not  having  called  his  guard,  and  fent  the 
earl  to  the  Tower*. 

A  report  was  quickly  fpread  through  the  couix 
and  the  town,  that  the  earl  of  Briftol  would  acctife 
the  chancellor  of  high-treafon ;  and  the  earl  did  not 
£ul  to  realize  his  menaces.  When  the  time  was 
paft,  that  he  prefcribed  to  the  king  to  give  him^ 
iatisfadion,  he  came  to  the  houfe  of  lords  with  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  and  told  them,  ^^  that  Be  could 
not  but  obferve,  that,  after  fo  glorious  a  return, 
with  which  God  had  bleffed  the  king  and  the  na- 
tion, all  the  world  had  cxpeded,  that  the  profpe-* 

*  It  is  very  probable  that  the  king  had  fome  ftronger  reafons 
for  not  taking  this  ilep,  than  the  pretence  of  his  momentary  con- 
fufion.  The  earl  was  privy  to  fome  fecrets,  the  difcovery  of 
which,  at  this  junfhire,  might  have  fhaken  the  hypocritical 
tyrant  from  his  throne.  This  made  the  latter  as  timid  as  tbe 
former  was  infolent  and  audacious. 

thy 
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CHAP,      rity  of  the  kingdom  would  have  far  exceeded  the 
^      '     i     mifery  and  adverfity  which  it  had  for  many  years 
«66j.       endured ;  and  that  the  parliament,  on  their  part, 
had  left  nothing  undone  to  promote  fo  happy  and 
defirable  a  change ;  notwithflanding  all  which  it 
was  evident  to  all  mcn»  and  lamented  by  thole 
whowilhed  weU  to  his  majefty,  that  his  affairs 
grew  every  day  worfc  and  worfc,  and  that  the  king 
himiiblf  loft  much  of  his  honour,  and  of  the  affec- 
tion he  had  in  the  hearts  of  his  people:  that,  for 
his  part,  he  looked  upon  it  with  as  much  fadnefs 
as  any  man,  and  had  made  enquiry  as  well  as  he 
could  from  whence  this  great  misfortune,  which 
every  body  was  fenfible  of,  could  proceed  5  and 
that  he  was  fatisfied  in  his  own  confcience,  that  it 
proceeded  principally  from  the  power  and  credit, 
and  fole  credit  of  the  chancellor ;  and  therefore  he 
was  refolved,  for  the  good  of  his  country,  €0  accuie 
the  lord  high  chancellor  of  high-treafon,  which,*' 
iie  added,  *^  he  had  done  in  the  paper  now  fub- 
.  jnitted  to  their  lordftiips,  all  written  with  his  own 
hand,  and  fubfcribed  with  his  name  '*     He  then 
ilefired  the.  paper  might  be  read:  it  contained  many 
-articles  of  fuppofed  treafon  and  other  mifdemea- 
nours,  the  chief  of  which  confifted  in  charging  the 
•chancellor  with  having  endeavoured  to  alienate  the 
affeftions  of  his  majefty*s  fubjefts,  by  infinuating 
that  the  king  was  a  papift ;  with  fowing  diflentions 
between  the  king  and  his  brother ;  with  ftriving  to 
raife  his  own  reputation  and  popularity  on  the 
.  -  ruins 
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ruins  of  th^  toyal  chara<fter :  and  with  aflumii^  to 
himlelf  the  govehiment  of  all  public  itiiairs,  which 
he  had  adniiniftcred  uii&ilfully^  corruptly,  and  i66)< 
traiteroufly.  Moft  of  the  other  charges  were  fri- 
volous, or  malicious,  and  evidently  defigned  to 
wound  the  king  through  the  chancellor^. 

*  The^Hk  charges  echibhed  ag^nft  thecbmc^kur  by:tlie 
earl  were  to  thift  eibft : 

^  That  he  had  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  hearts  of  his  noa- 
Jefty's  fiibjefts,  bj  artificially  infinuating  to  hit  creaturte  and  de« 
pendents,  that  his  majefly  was  inclined  to  popery,  and  defigned 
to  alter  die  eib^liihed  reUgion  i 

*^  Hehad&idtofeveralpcrfonsofhi^nUjefty'Bprivy  Goundl, 
that  hk  majefty  waa  dangeioufly  borrupted  in  his  reUgion,  and 
indined  to  popefy;  and  that  perfons  of  that  rdigion  had  fuch 
aoce&andfuch  credit  with  him,  that  unleis  diene  were  a  careful 
tyc  had  untD  it,  the  protefiant  religion  would  be  overdiniwn  in 
this  Ungdon: 

^  Updn  his  majefly's  admitting  fir  Hei^  Bennet  to  be  fecre> 
tary  of  flate,  in  the  ^ace  of  fii"  Edward  Nicholas  he  &id,  that 
his  majefiy  had  given  ten  thouiand  pounds  to  ranove  a  zealoua 
proteflant,  that  he  itoight  bring  into  that  pbu:e  of  hi^^  truft  a 
concealed  pi^ft : 

**  In  purfuance  of  the  fame  traiterous  defign,  feveral  fnends 
and  dq>endents  of  his  had  (aid  aloud,  that  were  it  not  for  my 
lord  chanori]or*s  {landing  in  the  gap»  popeiy  would  be  intro* 
duoed  into  this  kingdom  t 

**  That  he  had  perfiiadcd  the  king,  contrary  to  his  rcaibn,  to 
alkiw  hk  name  to  be  ufed  to  the  pope  and  to  (everal  cardinaisi 
in  the  (blicitation  of  a  cardinal's  cap  for  the  lord  Aubigny,  great 
almoner  to  the  queen ;  in  order  to  eScA  which^  he  had  em<- 
pbyed  Afr.  Richard  fiealing,  a  known  papifl,  and  had  likewife 
applied  himlelf  50  ftvcral  popifii  priefis  and  jefuits  for  the  fame 
;  rpuiu  D  purpofej 


Sf 


As  fbon  ^  the  pzptt  was  read,  the  cK^fKeUor 

fOfe)  and  without  ainy  trouble  in  his  countenance, 

^j.       iftid^  ^*  that  he  had  had  the  honour  heretofore  to 

have 


dtifpofe,  protniflng  great  favour  to  the  priefts  hertr,  in  cafe  it 
fliotild  be  effected: 

"  That  he  had  likewifc  promtfed  to  fcveral  papifts,  he  would 
cb  his  eoBamuit;  and  iaki,  he  hoped  to  dowfaSk  the  taking 
^way  aJl  penal  laws  againil  them ;  to  the  end  the)F  mi^t  pre- 
fvnx  and  gpow  vain  upoahisf^tnonage,  aDdy  by  their  fK^Mt- 
Ing.  dieif  hopcsof  atoloratbn^  taoiieafe  the  foiKfel  end$iiroared 
by  him  Co  be  nufod  throughout,  the  kingdom : 

^  That  being  intruded  with  the  treaty  betwitf  hismiyefiy, 
1^  the  royal  toMorU  tU  queen,  he  concliideiit  upon  irticKes 
ihandalout  and  dangerous  tD<  the  proteflaoit  religion:  moctover 
he  brought  the  king  and  queen  together*  without  any  fttikd 
i^^reoment  about,  the  pefformanceof  the  mairiage-ritcsy  whersby 
the  quern  refi^ng  to  bexnarried  by  a  pj:x)tefiailtptieft»  mci^of 
her  being  with  child,  either  the  fucceffion  (hould  beflmdeUAGcr^ 
tarn  ibr  (want  of  <lUe  rked  of  macritnonyt  or  elfe  bis  majefty  be 
cxpofed  to  a  fuipicion  of  nis  being  married  in  hi^  owq  donu» 
laoos  by  a  lUNBiih  pritft : , 

^*  That  having  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  afibftions  of  the 
king's  fubjeds,  upon  the  fcore  of  religion,  he  made  ufe  of  ail  nota** 
liciousfcandab  and  je^oufies  to  ratfe  to  himieif  a  popular  ap- 
{liaufe  df  being  the  zealous  upholder  of  the  proteftant  religion  : 

^  That  hb  fnther  endeavoured  to  alienate  the  affcdioni  of 
the  king's  (ubjeds,  by  venting  in  his  own  difcouHesi  lindiit  thofe 
bf  his  tfmiiliuriesy  opprobrious  fcandals  againft  his  mi^efty^s  per* 
fon  aiid«c6urfe  of  life,  fuch  as  were  not  fit  to  be  naentioaed,  ua« 
left  neocflity  (hould  require  it : 

^'  That  he  ehdeavoured  to  alienate  the  slSb^iobl  of  the  duke 
of  ¥ork  from  his  majeftyi  by  iuggeittng  to  him,  that  his  nuyefty 
intended  to  icptimate  the  duke  of  Monmouth : 

-     •  f^'ThaC 
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have  fo  much  the  godd  opinion  and  fnendfliip  of 


the  noble  eaii,  that  he  durft  appeal  to  his  own  con-^ 
fcience,  that  he  did  not  hunfelf  belieye  one  of  i66>i 
thofe  articles  to  be  true,  but  knew  the  contrary  of 
moft  of  Aem/'  He  then  fpdte  at  laigb  to  the 
feveral  dmrges,  not  only  to  (hew  the  impoffibiJaty 
of  their  being  founded  in  truth,,  but  diat  they  re-. 

^*  That  he  hsd  peribaded  the  kin^,  Igainft  the  a<ivice  of  the- 
lord  genoral,  to  .withdraw  the  Englifh  g^rrifons  out  of  Scotland^ 
and  demolifh  all  the  forts  built  there  at  fo  vafl  a  charge  to  this 
kingdom ;  and  all  without  expe^ing  the  advice  of  the  parlia- 
ment o(  Enghnd : 

*'  That  be  endeavoured  to  alienate  his  majeffy'siffedions  and 
efteem  £m-  his  prefent  parliament,  bj  telling  him,  that  there  ne« 
ver  was  fo  weak  and  inconfiderable  a  houfe  of  lords,  nor  ever 
fo  weak  and  heady  a  houfe  of  commons ;  and  particularly,  that 
it  was  better  to  fell  Dunkirk,  than  to  be  at  their  rttetcy  for  want' 
of  money ; 

^^  Th%t,  contrary  lb  a  known  law  made  laft  ieffions,  by  which 
money  was  given  and  applied  for  the  maintaining  of  Dunkirk, 
he  advifed  and  effected  the  fale  of  the  fame  to  the  French 
king: 

^  That  he  bad,  contrary  to  law,  enriched  himfelf  and  hW 
creatures  by  the  fale  of  offices  : 

'^  That  he  had  converted  to  his  own  ufe  vafi  fums  of  public 
money  raifed  in  Ireland  by  way  of  fubfidy,  private  and  public 
benevolences,  and  otherwife  given  and  intended  to  defray  the 
cbargc  of  the  government  in  that  kingdom : 

'^  That  having  arrogated  to  himfelf  a  fupreme  direftion  of  all 
his  majefly's  afiairs,  he  had  prevailed  to  have  his  majefty*s  cuf- 
tbms  farmed  at  a  lower  rate  than  others  ofiered,  and  that  by 
perfons  with  fbme  of  whom  he  went  a  fhare ;  and  had  enriched 
Umielf  in  various  odier  inibmces  to  the  injury  of  his  majefty'? 
Jtvraues.'' 

D  z  fle(^ed 
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CRAF*      flefted  more  upon  the  king's  honour  than  upon 
•^  his»    The  chancellor  concluded  with  faying,  "  he 

u|6j.  was  fbrrjr  the  noble  earl  had  not  been  better  ad- 
viiied)  for  he  did  belieVe,  that,  though  all  that 
was  alledged  in  the  articles  (hould  be  true,  they 
would  not  all  amount  to  high-treafon ;"  and  de- 
fired  that  the  judges  might  be  required  to  deliver 
their  opinion  upon  that  point.  To  this  the  houfe 
very  readily  agreed,  ordering  the  judges  to  con- 
fider  the  articles,  and  to  give  their  opinion  next 
^ay.  It  was  alfo  moved  by  one  of  the  lords,  that 
a  copy  of  the  articles  might  be  fcnt  to  the  king,  as 
hb  majefiy  was  fo  prefumptuoufly  mentioned  in 
them ;  which  was  likewife  agreed }  and  the  articles 
Were  delivered  to  the  lord  chamberlain  to  prefent 
to  the  king. 

Next  morning  the  lord  chamberlain  informed 
the  houfe,  "  that  he  was  commanded  by  the  king, 
to  tkank  them  for  the  refped  they  had  fhewn  his 
jnajefty,  in  fending  thofe  articles  to  him  ;  and  to 
let  them  know,  that  he  looked  upon  them  as  a 
libel  upon  himfelf  ^,  more  than  a  charge  upon  the 
chaht^llor,  who,  upon  his  knowledge.  Was  inno- 
cent in  all  the  .  particvilafs  charged  upon  him. 


M 


.  *  Moft  of  the  infiuuations,  as  far  as  they  relpefted  the  king'^ 
fentiments,  were,  indeed,  (lri£Uy  true;  though  the  earl  of  Briftoli^ 
by  afcribing  them  to  the  chancellor,  affeAed  to  reprcfent  them 
IS  treafonabie  flanders. 

-Tlvp 
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The  judges  at  the  fame  time  declared  tbeir  unani- 
mous opinion,  fifft,  ''  that  an  accufation  of  high 
treafon  could  not  be  originally  exhibited  by  one 
peer  againft  another  in  the  houie  of  peers ;  there^ 
ibre  the  charge  was  not  regularly  and  legally 
brought  in}  and  fecondly,  that  if  the  matters  al* 
Icdged  were  true»  they  did  not  amount  to  treafop* 
as  was  aflerted  in  the  charge." 

The  mefiage  from  his  msgefty,  and  the  deciam** 
&on  of  the  judges  thiew  the  earl  of  Briftol  into 
great  con6i(ion.      He    lamented  his  condition^ 
*^  diMt  k^,  for  endeavouring  to  (erve  his  country, 
Irom  die  impulfe  of  his  confcience,  wasdi&oun- 
tehanced  and  threatened  with  the  anger  and  dif- 
pleadire  of  his  prince,  whilft  his  adverfary  kept  his 
I^ace  in  the  houfe,  and  had  the  judges  lb  much  at 
hk  dcvotbn,  tUM,  chey  would  not  certify  i^ainft 
hira/'    The  chancellor  then  moved  the  houie, 
*^  tfaiic  a  Ihort  day  might  be  given  to  the  earl  to 
bring  in  his  evidence  to  prove  the  feveral  matters 
of  kis  charge ;  otherwife  tliat  he  might  have  fuch 
tepaiation,  as  was  in  their  judgments  proportionc 
able  to  the  indignity/*   The  earl  faid,  ^^  he  fliould 
not  £ul  to  prove  aU  he  had  alledged  and  more ; 
bidt  that  he  could  not  appoint  a  time,  when  he 
could  be  ready  for  ist  hearing,  becaufe  many  of  his 
mod  important  witnefles  were  beyond  the  ieas, 
fome  at  Paris,  and  others  in  other  places ;  and 
ihat  he  muft  examine  the  duke  of  Ormpn4,  who 
P3  w» 
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I    CHAP.     }ms  Keufenwit  in  Ireland,*  and  the  carl  of  Lauder- 

>  dale  who  was  then  in  Scotland,  and  mufti  dcfire 

i^^       coimniflSons  to  that  purpofe."     But  from  th»t,day 

.  he. made  no  farther  inftance;  and  underftandiog 

tfiat  the  king  had  given  warrants  to  a  ferjeant  at 

arms  to  apprehend  him,  he  abfconded  for  feme 

time,  fending  letters  and  petitions  by  his  wife  to 

the  king,  who  would  not  r^eive  them.    At  length 

his  majefty  was  prevailed  upon  by  lady  Caftle- 

maine  and  fir  Harry  Bennet  to  fee  him  in  private ; 

but  never  (hewed  him  any  public  countenance  till 

|jhe  chancellor's  misfortune,  when  the  earl  canic  to- 

the  court  wd  to  parliament  in  great  triumph,  and 

boaft^d  of  enjoying  a  greater  (hare  than  before  of 

the  king's  fiuniliarity  and  coiifidence,, 

Curious  in-         There  was  one  of  the  articles  in  the  chai^eagainft 
^Tt^cre^'    Ac  chancellor,  which  took  its  rife  from  the  foli- 


moval  of  fe.  Qi(ed  refipiation  of  fecretary  Nicholas,'and  the  ap- 
cholas.  '  pointment  of  fir  Harry  Bcixnet  to  that  high  office. 
As  this  alteration  foon  produced  a  variety  of  other 
changes  at  court,  and  led  the  way  to  the  total  dif« 
mifllon  of  the  chancellor  and  his  party,  I  (hall  hero 
telate  the  circumftances  attending  it.  Sir  Harry, 
though  appointed  keeper  of  the  privy  purfe,  did 
not  think  himfelf  preferred  to  a  (lation  worthy  of 
his  merit  and  jgreat  qualifications.  The  king  had 
made  him  fome  flattering  promifes  at  Fontarabiaji 
whither  he  attended  the  Spanifli  minifter  to  meet 
)u5  majefty,  and  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  in  his  good 

graces. 
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graces.    Since  his  return  to  England,  he  had  been 

taficommonly  fuccefsful  in  nudcing  a  £mher  pro* 

pt&  in  his  majefty's  afledions.    Thfre  was  no       ^^^ 

man  for  whom  the  king  (hewed  more  kindnefs,  or 

whofe  company  he  more  delighted  in.    He  had 

alfo  fecured  the  lady's  favour ;  and  his  old  friend 

Mr.  O'Neale  was  flill  ready  to  put  his  nuyefty  u| 

mind  of  all  his  fervices  i  fo  that.the  on}y  di^culqf 

was  to  find  ^  vacancy,  that  might  give  opportuni^ 

for  his  adv^cement. 

It  was  impoffible,  that  fir  Huxy  could  have  « 
better  friend  near  the  king's  peribn  than  Mr* 
ONeale,  or  any  maa  more  dexterous  in  makiqg 
opportuniues,  which  he  could  not  find.  He  made 
no  fcruj^  to  infim^ate  to  the  king,  that  the^  abili'- 
ties  of  neither  of  his  fecretaries  were  fo  great,  but 
that  he  might  be  better  f^rved.  He  knew  verf 
well  diat  his  majefty  was  not  fond  of  old  men ;  aiKl 
bad  not  fo  much  efteem  oi  them,  as  their  parts^ 
ifiduftry,  and  integrity  defervedj  and  that  h% 
woukl  not  have  been  forry,  if  either,  qr  bodi  of 
them  had  died.  But  it  would  have  been  »  ui^a« 
cious  thing  to  difmifs  either,  merely  becauie  they 
had  lived  too  long.  Secretary  Nich<^  had  ienred 
the  late  king  in  the  fame  funftion  with  great  fide- 
lity ;  and  having  very  much  impaired  his  fortune 
by  his  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe,  he  returned 
from  exile  with  his  prefcnt  majefly,  in  the  hope  of 
D4     '  repairing 
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repairing  paft  loffcs  by  the  juft  perquifites  of  his 
office.  He  was,  indeed,  fome  years  above  fe- 
venty ;  but  being  well  verfed  in  bxrlinefs,  and  all 
the  forms  of  difpatch,  he  fupplied  by  his  induftry 
and  expertnefs  the  want  of  youth  and  of  (hining 
talents.  The  other  fecretary  was  fir  William  Mor- 
rice,  general  Monk's  kinfman  and  great  confiaant, 
who  alone  was  entrufted  with  the  correfpondcnce 
between  him  and  the  king ;  and  who,  having  ob- 
tained his  prefent  place  by  the  general's  fpecial  re^ 
commendation,  could  not  be  turned  out  without 
Ae  gfofleft  affront  to  his  friend  and  patron.  The 
only  expedient,  therefore,  to  provide  for  fir  Harry 
Bennet  was  to  remove  fecretary  Nicholas  by  his 
own  confent ;  and  to  this  the  king  was  the  more 
eafily  perfuaded,  becaufe  tt  would  give  him  au  op- 
portunity to  bring  another  perfon  into  the  office  of 
the  privy  purfe,  of  whom  he  was  lately  grown  very 
fond,  though  when  he  came  into  England,  he  had 
a  greater  averfion  to  him  than  to  any  gendeman, 
who  had  been  abroad  with  his  majefty.  This  was 
fir  Charles  Berkeley,  then  captain  of  the  duke  of 
York's  guard,  and  much  in  the  good  graces  of 
his  royal  highnefs.  I  have  in  a  former  part  taken 
notice  of  his  enmity  to  the  chancellor,  and  of  his 
entire  devotion  to  the  queen-mother's  intriguing 
defigns  *. 

♦  See  page  150,  vol.  I. 

Whijft 
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Whilft  this  fcheme  of  new  promotions  was  con-  CHAP. 
trivtng  and  depending,  great  care  was  taken  that  j  '  * 
it  might  not  come  to  the  notice  of  ihe  chancellor^  1663. 
left,  if  he  could  not  divert  the  king  from  defiring 
it,  he  might  difluade  his  old  friend  fecretary  Ni- 
cholas from  hearkening  to  any  fuch  propolkl,  or 
accepting  any  compofition.  This,  they  thought^ 
he  would  exert  all  his  influence  to  effeft,  as  'well 
to  keep  a  man  in,  whom  he  could  entirely  ma- 
nage, as  to  keep  another  out,  of  whom  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  be  jealous.  O'Neale,  who  had  always  the 
fiLill  to  bring  that  to  pafs  by  others,  which'  he 
could  not  barefacedly  appear  in  himfelf,  infinuated 
to  Mr.  Alhburnham,  a  friend  of  the  fecretary's, 
**  that  the  king  thought  the  fecretary  too  old  to 
take  fo  much  pains,  and  often  wifhed  that  his 
friends  would  perfuade  him  to  retire,  that  there 
might  be  a  younger  man  in  the  office,  who  could 
littend  upon  his  majefty  at  all  hours,  and  in  all 
journies ;  but  that  his  majefty  always  fpoke  kindly 
of  him,  and  as  if  he  refolved  to  give  him  an 
ample  recompence.*'  O^Neale  added,  as  a  great 
fecret,  that  the  king  had  an  impatient  defire  to 
have  fir  Harry  Bennet  fecretary  of  ftate. 

Afhburnham  was  well  verfed  in  the  artifices  of 
court  too  5  and  thought  he  might  very  well  per- 
form an  office  of  kindnefs  to  his  old  confidant, 
and  at  the  fame  time  find  a  new  and  more  ufeful 
friend  for  himfelf,  by  having  a  hand  in  procuring 

a  large 
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CHAP,  a  large  fatisfiiftion  for  the  old,  and  litewife  faeili- 
*  ^  _*  taring  the  way  for  the  introdiiftion  of  a  new  fecre- 
1665.  tary,  who  could  nQt  forget  the  obligation.  He 
^old  O'Neale,  *'  that  all  the  world  knew  his  long 
and  fincere  friend fliip  for  fecretary  Nicholas  j** 
[They  had  been  both  fervants  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  duke  of  Buckingham,  when  he  was  killed.] 
'*  and  that  he  (hould  be  much  troubled  to  fee  him 
difplaced  in  his  old  age  with  contempt :  but,  if 
his  m^efty  would  difmifs  him  .with  honour  and  re- 
ward, fo  as.  to  enable  him  to  provide  for  his  wife 
and  children,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  perfuado 
bimto  quit  his  employment.  O^Neale  had  all  he 
looked  for ;  and  only  repeated  his  injunftion  of 
fecrecy,  "  left,"  he  faid,  "  it  might  come  to  the 
king's  ear,  that  he  had  communicated  this  to  any 
man  ^  and  he  did  prefume,  that  before  any  refblu- 
tion  was  taken  in  it,  his  majefty  would  fpeak  of  it 
;o  the  chancellor/* 

Within  a  day  or  two  the  king  fent  for  Afb- 
burnham  and  told  him,  ^^  he  knew  he  was  a  friead 
to  the  fecretary,  who  was  now  grown  old  and 
not  able  to  take  die  pains  he  had  done ;  that  he 
had  ferved  his  father  and  himfelf  very  faithfoUy, 
and  had  fpent  his  fortune  in  his  fervice ;  that  if  he 
were  willing  to  retire,  he  would  give  him  ten'  diou- 
faftd  pounds,  or  any  other  recompence  he  (hould 
chufe,"  implying  a  tide  of  honour ;  but  intimated, 
Uiough  he  referred  all  to  his  own  will,  that  he 

wifhed. 
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wiflicd,  tod  tiat  it  would  be  acceptable,  that  the  CHAP. 
office  mi^t  be  vacant,  and  at  his  majefty's  difpo*  ^  '  ^ 
ial.  A&burnham  undertook  the  employment  very  1665^ 
chcarfiiUy,  and  quickly  imparted ,  what  the  king 
had  iiid,  and  all  that  he  himfelf  knew  before,  to 
the  fecretary,  who  was  not  fond  of  the  court,  and 
thought  he  had  lived  long  enough  tbere.  The  fe- 
cretary alfo  confidered,  that  though  the  king's  mef- 
lage  was  very  gracious,  and  offered  a  noble  reward, 
it  did  withal  appear,"  that  his  majefty  defired  he 
flxould  be  gone,  and  that  having  defigncd  a  fuccef- 
for,  who  had  already  much  credit  with  his  majeflyi 
if  he  himfelf  Qiould  fcem  fullen,  or  unwilling,  he 
might  in  a  (hort  time.be  put  out  without  any  con- 
fidefation,  or  at  mod  with  the  promife  of  one. 
Hereupon  he  wiftied  his  friend  to  aflure  the  king, 
"  that  he  would  very  readily  do  whatfoever  his 
inajcfty  thought  neceflary  for  his  fervice ;  but  he 
hoped,  that  after  above  forty  years  fpeirt  in  the 
fervice  of  the  crown,  he  fhould  not  be  pxpofed  to 
difgrace  and  contempt :  that  he  had  a  wife  and 
children,  who  had  all  fuffered  with  him  in  exile, 
till  his  majefty's  return,  and  for  whom  he  could 
not  make  a  competent  provifion,  without  his  ma- 
jefty's  bounty  5  and  therefore  he  hoped,  that,  be- 
fore his  m^efly  required  the  figiKt,  he  would  caufo 
the  recompence  to  be  more  than  what  was  men- 
tioned, 3nd  to  he  JirJ  paid* 


^♦» 


*  The  old  fecretary  knew  the  king  too  well  to  truft  to  his  pro- 
mife. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  bufin^  could  not  be  put  into  better  hands, 

w    J   .0     for  it  was  manageairjr  Afhbumham  with  notable 
1663.        ikill.    As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the  (ecretary 
.    would  willingly  refign,  (which  was  feared)  and 
that  only  a  better  recomp^ce  was  expefted,  alt 
the  party  were  killing  that  the  king  fliould  xnak^ 
the  aft  look  as  graciouily  as  might  be,  that  the  fuc«^ 
ceflbr  might;  be  attended  with  the  lefs  envy  i  and 
Alhburnham  cultivated  their  impatience  fo  cun- 
ningly, that  it  coft  the  king  in  prefent  money,  and 
land  or  leafe,  very  little  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand, 
^  all  which  the  old  fecretaty  received  before  he  je- 
fig^ied  h^s  place.    Thus  fir  Hany  Betuiec  wa^  a^ 
the  king-s  charge^  accommodated  even  to  the  fa* 
tisfaAion  of  his  own  ambition ;  and  hift  majeiiy 
was  as  well  pleafed  both  in  Having  prpcured  him 
the  objeft  of  his  wi(hes,  and  in  being  thereby  en- 
abled to  bring  into  the  other  office  near  his  own 
perfon  fir  Charles  Berkeley,  whom  he  every  day 
loved  with  more  pa(fion,  for  what  re^on  no  maa 
knew,  nor  could  imagine. 

From  this  time,  every  dofe  obfenrer  could  not 
but  difcern,  that  the  chancellor*s  influence  with 
the  king  manifeiUy  declined.  Inconvenient  grants 
came  every  day  to  the  feals,  for  the  benefit  of  par* 
ticular  perfons ;  and  when  the  chancellor  dated  any 
objedions,  though  his  majefty  feemed  to  hear  him 
as  willingly  as  evi^r,  he  had  always  fome  reafons  for 
perfifling  in  his  firfl  refolution  to  have  the  ff^t^ 

pa^ed. 
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pafled.  It  was  alfo  weU  known^  that  in  the  evening 
cpnverfations  at  lady  Caftleniaine's  greater  liberties 
were  taken  than  ufual  in  fpeaking  of  public  al&irS) 
and  of  the  chancellor's  condufk ;  and  what  before 
was  mentioned  only  as  a  jeft,  or  with  an  air  of 
pleaiantry,  became  now  an  obje£b  of  ferious  cen- 
fiire.  However,  there  appeared  nothing  of  dif- 
union  as  yet  in  the  meetings  of  the  feled  commit- 
tee ;  and  the  (hew  at  lead  of  a  (amtenefs  of  opinion 
in  aU  matters  relating  to  the  king  was  kept  up.  In 
parliament,  as  I  have  ||ready  hinted,  milinefs  went: 
on  more  tardily ;  not  that  the  number  of  perfon's 
devoted  to  the  court  was  Wened;  but  upon  any 
debate,  they  feemed  to  be  guided  by  diffe^fent  in« 
llruftions.  Sir  Harry  Bennet,  never  fpoke,  nor 
ever  was  likdy  to  fpeak  in  the  houfc;  of  commons, 
except  in  the  ear  of  whofoever  fat  n^ct  to  him ; 
and  yet  that  whifper  often  produced  more  effeft 
than  the  eloquent  haiahgues  of  others.  Mutual 
confidence  in  the  fervants  of  the  crown  was  really 
loft,  while  all  profefled  an  equal  zeal  for  his  ma« 
jelly's  intcreft. 

But  with  whatever  care  any  divifions  were  avoided  NatumJ 
in  cc^uncil  and  in  parliament,  great  murmurs  and  ^fco"^^"^- 
difcontents  broke  out  in  the  country,  where  the 
people  b^an  to  talk  with  more  freedom  and  lefs 
reverence  of  the  court,  and  of  the  king  himfelf ; 
and  to  reproach  the  commons  for  their  granting  fo 
much  'money,  andincreafing  taxes  and  impofitions, 

without 


J 
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CHAP-  without  having  done  any  thing  for  the  rddrcfs  of 
>^  J  I  public  grievances.  The  fcandalous  corruption  of 
^663.  manners,  which,  flowing  from  the  court,  as  from 
a  polluted  fburce,  had  fprcad  all  over  the  land,  af- 
forcjed  the  diflenting  preachers  matter  enough  for 
the  fevered  inveSives.  As  they  themfelvcs  finartetf 
from  the  la(h  c^f  perfecution,  they  gratified  their 
private  refentment  in  afcribing  the  diflblutenefi  of 
die  times  to  the  indolence,  and  irreligion  of  the 
eftabliflied  clergy*,  'fhe  minaber  of  conventicles' 
ihcreaied;  and  ibmef  of  idie#rmons' delivered  there 
were  Kttle  (hort  of  libils  on  the  conduft  of  the  le- 
giflature.  TKe-  papifts  affumed  ftill  greater  liber-* 
tie^  I  and  bragged  a^  if  they  had  a  toleration^  and 
cared  not  what  the  ma^ftrates  could  do.  The  par- 
liament had  a  deftte  t-o' correct  botfi  with  the  feme 
rigour ;  but  though  there  would  have  been  a  gene- 
val  confent  in  any  feveriries  that  coUld  Tie  inflifted' 
on  the  frequenters  of  conventicles,  yet  there  could 
not  be  the  like  concurrence  againft  the  papifts ;' 
and  it  was  not  poflMe  to  cany  on  .the  one  without 
the  other.  The  new  leaders  of  the  court-party 
therefore,  that  they  might  be  fure  to  prevent  the 
"  latter,  interrupted  all  that  was  prppofed  againft  the 
*  *  '  former ;  and  cho(e  to  have  neither,  out  of  fear  of 
both.  This  increafed  the  diforders  in  the  country, 
and  caufed  more  refleftions  on  the  court. 


Delufivepro-       The  fummer  being  now  very  fer  advanced,  and 

mifesatthe     ^5  niuch  money  obtained  as  could  then  be  welf 
prorogation.  ^ 

drawn 
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dr&wa£rdm  the  commons,  the  kiHg,   in  order  to      CHAP, 
preveiit  rhofe  queftions  refpefting  the  diffenters  •  ^ 

jind  the  pajufts  from  being  farther  agitated,  refolved        ^e&p 
to  prorogue  the  '^rliairtent.    He  went  to  the  houfe 
of  peers  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  July,  and  having 
fzffed  the  bills*  that  were  ready  *^,  he  fent  for  dia 

eotfimons. 


♦  BeGdes  theafts  before-meationed,  another,  which  received 
the  royal  aflent  at  this  time,  deferves  notice.  It  was  entttlcd  -*'  an 
AA  for  ;he  encouragement  of  trade,**  though  one  of  its  dau&s.  ^ 
betrayed  the  grofleft  ignorance  of  the  principles  not  ooly  oC 
commerce,  but  of  found  policy.  It  prohibited  the  importation 
of  foreign  cattle.  Such  a  prohibition,  which  was  particularly 
levelled^-ac  Ireland,  not  only  reduced  the  inhabitants  of  tha( 
country  to  the  greatefl  didrefs,  by  (hutting  them  out  from  thc» 
only  market  they  had  for  the  chief  article  of  their  produce;  but 
was  highly  injurious  to  the  indufhry,  the  agriculture,  and  the 
manufafhires  of  England.  It  caufed  a  greater  quantity  of  land 
here  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  pafturage  than  isconfiftent 
with  the  higher  improvements  of  hufbandry  in  a  populous  and 
commercial  ifland :  it  gave  the  Engliih  graziers  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  monopoly  againfl  their  own  countrymen;  and  as  the 
Irifiiy  who  had  no  wealth  but  their  cattle,  were  deprived  of  the 
means  of  fupplying  themfelves,  as  before,  with  the  manufadurea. 
oFEng^d,  this  oppreflive  a£t,  which  was  carried  to  a  ilill  more 
pernicious  extent  by  the  parliament  in  1666,  put  a  flop  to  all 
trade  between  the  tw^o  nations. 

Mr.  Carte,  in  his  Life  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  takes  occaiioa  * 
from  thb  3&  to  obferve,  "  that  the  Englifh  never  underftood 
the  art  of  governing  their  provinces ;  that  they  always  treated 
them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  either  put  them  under  the  necelfity,; 
or  fubjeded  them  to  the  temptation,  of  calling  oiT  their  govern*' 
9ient,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered :  that  it  was  a  ferics  of 
this  impolitic  conduct  which  loft  them  Normandy,  Poii^ou^ 

J^^njou, 
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GHAPi  commons^  ami  thanked  them  for  the  pre(^t  thef 
>  '  i  had  made  to  him  of  the  four  ftibfidies»  "  which/' 
j^^  he  told  them»  *^  he  would  ndt  have  received  from 
them,  if  it  were  not  abfolutely  neceffiirjr  for  their 
peace  and  quiet,  as  well  as  his  i  and  that  it  would 
yet  do  him  very  little  good,  if  he  did  not  improve 
it  by  good  huibandry,  and  by  retrenching  thofe 

Anjoa,  Gutenne,  and  aU  the  dominions  which  they  fbrmerlf  had 
in  Praiice:  thiit  in  ttie  king  of  France^s  Tr{fir  de  Cbartres  there 
ist  an  iilfinite  nuihbef  of  appeals  and  memorials  for  grievances, 
^hiich  the  iiihabitants  df  th^  Englilli  provinces  fu^Ssred  from  the 
ingliih  govemmeilt :  that,  for  thefe  reafdns,  they  ftever  appeared 
in  anns  to  affifi  the  Eiiglilh  agathft  the  French,  according  to  the 
dbligatioll  of  their  tenures;  and  whililode  hundred  thoufimd 
taflals^  under  the  like  tenures,  ferved  in  the  armies  of  f  ranee, 
Ae  Kngliih  were  forced  X6  light  their  battles'  themfelves :  that 
from  an  abhorrence  t5  the  Englilh  government,  when  Rochelle, 
Sauitcs,  AAgoulefine^  and  other  towns  in  thofe  provinces  fub- 
nritted  to  the  kings  of  France,  they  took  particular  care  to  iniert 
in  their  capitulations,  an  exprefs  article,  TbatinnodiftrefsrftBe 
mffairs  ff  France  tbfyjhvittd  enkr  be  delivered  back  into  the  bands  ^ 
the  Englijb^^ 

Had  Mr.  Carte  lived  in  our  times,  what  a  melancholy  addition 
he  might  have  made  to  his  catalogue  of  provinces  difinembered 
from  the  Britiih  empire  by  the  narrow  and  illiberal  policy  of  its 
government!  He  would  alfo  have  increafed  the  number  of  his 
Hinging  remarks  by  aflei*ting,  that,  even  after  the  lois  of  Ame- 
rica, the  conceflions  in  &vour  of  Ireland  were  not  obtained 
from  the  generofity,  but  extorted  from  the  fears  of  its  rulers. 
Thefe  ^ults,  however,  are  not  peculiar  to  the  Englifh  govern* 
ment,  as  Mr.  Carte  infinuates.  Moft  of  the  European  ftates^ 
have  not  only  been  guilty  of  the  fame  abfurd  oppreffions,  but 
Hill  perfift  in  them  contrary  to  the  cleareft  precepts  both  of  hi£i 
tory  and  experience. 

*  '  very 
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very  expences,  which  Umany  rcfpedts  might  be      CHAP. 
thought  neceffary  enough/*     When  his  majefty  ^ 

touched  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  was  too  apt  to  for-  16631 
get  the  weaknefs  of  all  his  pad  refolutions,  and  the 
vanity  of  hrs  repeated  promifes  of  oecoAomy  and 
reform.  He  now  again  aflured  them,  "  that  they 
fliould  fee,  that  he  would  rather  impofe  upon 
himfelf  than  upon  his  fubjedts ;  and  if  all  men 
would  follow  his  example  in  retrenching  their  ex-* 
penccs,  (which  poffibly  they  might  do  with  much 
more  convenience  than  he  could  retrench  hi&)  the 
kingdom  muft  in  a  fliort  time  gain  what  they  had 
given  him  that  day." 

His  majefty  then  took  notice  of  jthe  difcontent* 
of  the  people,  and  of  the  licence  in  religion  which 
he  knew  had  been  fo  much  complained  of.  ,  He 
faid,  "  he  was  very  glad  the  members  were  going 
into  their  feveral  counties,  where  their  prefence 
would  do  much  good ;  and  he  hoped  their  vigi- 
lance and  authority  would  prevent  thofe  difturb- 
ances,  which  the  reftlefs  fpirits  of  ill  and  unquiet 
men  would  be  always  contriving,  and  of  which  he 
affured  the  parliament  rhofe  men  promifed  them- 
felves  feme  effefts  that  fummcr  5  and  that  there 
had  been  more  pains  and  unufual  ways  taken  to 
kindle  the  old  fetal  fears  and  jealoufies,  than  he 
thought  he  (hould  ever  have  lived  to  have  feen,  at 
Icaft  to  have  feen  fo  countenanced."  He  farther 
told  xhcixxy  *'  that  he  had  expefted  to  have  liad 

FOL.  II.  £  fomo 
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CHAP.  fome  tilU  prefcntcd  to  him  againft  the  fevetul  di- 
t^  I  M  ftempets  in  rdigibn,  againft  feditious  conventicles, 
t663«  und  againft  the  growth  of  popery;  but  that  it  might 
be  they  had  been  in  fome  fear  of  reconciling  thofe 
€ontradiftion5  in  religion  into  fome  confpiracy 
dgainft  the  public  peace,  to  which  he  himfelf 
doubted  men  of  the  moft  contradiftory  motives  in 
confcience  were  inclinable  enough."  He  promifed 
*'  16  lay  that  bufinefs  to  heart,  £md  the  mifchiefs 
which  might  flow  from  thofe  licenfes ;  and  that  if 
he  livtd  tx>  meet  his  parliament  again,  as  he  hoped 
he  ftiouldj  he  would  take  care  to  prefent  two  bills 
to  them  to  that  end.  In  the  mean  time,'*  he  faid» 
•*  he  had  given  it  in  charge  to  the  judges,  in  their 
ieveral  circuits^  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
'prevent  and  puoifh  the  fcandalous  and  feditious 
meetings  of  feftaries,  and  to  convift  the  papifts  j 
and  he  himfelf  would  take  all  the  pains  he  could, 
that  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  (hould  difturb 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom***  After  adding  many 
gracious  expreflions  of  his  eftcem  and  confidence 
in  both  houfes,  he  caufed  them  to  be  prorogued 
till  the  fixteenth  of  March  following. 

iVtvalence  of  The  king  was  in  truth  content  enough  that  the 
ImcSf.**^  parliament  had  not  prefented  to  him  any  fuch  bills 
as  he  mentioned,  which  he  well  forefaw  would  not 
have  been  agreeable  to  his  wiflies ;  for  though  he 
was  ready  to  aflent  to  the  moft  rigorous  adts  againft 
all  the  other  faftions  in  religion,  he  did  not  think 

the 
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the  papifts  had  deferved  the  fame  feverities.  I'he 
Order  given  to  the  judges  for  convifting  them,  as 
well  as  punilhing  other  non-conformifts,  and  his 
majefty's  promife  to  prepare  againft  the  next  meet- 
ing two  bills  to  remedy  the  diftempers  in  religion 
were  entirely  owing  to  the  perfuafions  of  the  chan- 
cellor ;  but  were,  foon  retrafted  through  the  more 
powerful  influence  of  contrar}'  advice.  He  had  re- 
prefented  to  the  king,  how  much  his  majefty's 
goodnefs  and  condefcenfion  towards  the  catholics 
weie  abufed  by  their  very  imprudent  carriage ;  and 
that  even  fome  of  their  priefts  often  urged  it  as  an 
argument  to  thofe  whom  they  endeavoured  to  make 
profelytes,  that  the  king  was  of  their  religion  in  his 
heart,  and  would  fliortly  declare  it  to  all  the  world. 
The  beft  way  therefore,  the  chancellor  faidj  to 
filence  and  contradift  fuch  fcandals,  and  to  reftrain 
fuch  infblence  in  future,  would  be  to  give  the 
before-mentioned  order  to  the  judges,  and  to  pre^ 
pare  a  bill,  which,  without  expofing  the  papifts  to 
any  notable  inconveniences  in  their  perfons,  or  their 
fortunes,  if  diey  behaved  themfclves  well  and  wa- 
rily, might  leffen  and  limit  the  number  of  their 
priefts,  who  upon  miflions  reforted  hither  as  to 
an  infidel  nation ;  and  might  alfo  remove  the  in- 
ducements which  made  many  weak  people,  even 
about  the  court,  embrace  that  religion  from  falfc 
topes  and  worldly  temptations* 
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So  candid  and  juft  a  reprefentation  had  the  mofe 
Weight  with  the  king  at  the  moment,  as  he  well 
knew  the  chancellor  was  no  advocate  for  the  old 
fanguinary  laws  againft  the  papifts ;  and  as  the 
order  to  the  judges  for  convifting  them  would  be 
of  no  material  prejudice  to  them,  without  a  far- 
ther proceeding  upon  their  conviftion,  which  his 
majcfty  could  eafily  reftrain.     The  chancellor  alfo 
pointed  out  to  him,  thkt  the  unchecked  refort  of 
the  Remifh  priefts  and  jefuits  was  a  very  great 
grievance   to   the  catholics   themfelves;  that   by 
t»ntra6king  their  numbers,  and  by  other  regula- 
Uons  in  the  propofed  bill,  his  majefty  might  him- 
felf  know  .the  names  of  all  priefts  remaining  in  the 
kingdom,  end  the  feveral  ftations  where  they  re- 
fided  }  which,  he  faid,  muft  produce  fuch  a  fecu- 
rity  to  thofe  who  ftayed,  and  to  thofe  with  whomi 
they  ftayed,  as  would  free  them  from  any  apprc- 
henfion  of  any  penalties  impofed  by  former  laws. 

It  was  in  confeqiience  of  thefe  remarks,  that  tlie 
king,  without  imparting  his  defigns  to  any  of  his 
private  favourites,  commanded  the  chancellor  to 
give  proper  inftrudtions  to  the  judges  on  the  fub- 
jedk  ;  and  refolved  to  have  two  fuch  bills  prepared 
as  he  had  mentioned  to  the  parliament.  But  all  his 
purpofes  vanifhed,  as  foon  as  they  were  difcovered. 
His  own  difcourfe  about  the  bill  agdinft  the  Ro- 
man catholics  excited  an  immediate  alarm  among 

them 
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them  and  their  numerous  friends  at  coqrt.    They      CHAP. 

complained  that  the  king  was   deceived  by  the  i-     ""/      ^ 

chancellor.     They  faid,  ^*  that  the  direftipn  giveij        1663. 

to  the  judges  was  the  neceflary  preamble  to  the 

higheft  perfecution  the  law  had  prepared  againft 

them :  that,  till  their  conviftion,  they  were  in  the 

feme  predicament  with  the  reft  of  his  majefty*s 

fubjeds ;  but  as  foon  ^s  they  were  convicted,  they 

wduld  be  liable  to  all  the  other  penalties,  which. 

his  majefty  was  inclined  to  proteft  them  from." 

They  alfo  prefented  to  him  a  (hort  memorial  of 

the  difadvantages  which  were  confequent  to  a  con- 

viftion,  in  which  they  alledged  many  particulars, 

that  were  not  clear  in  law,  at  le^ft,  had  never  been 

praftifed  in  the  fevereft  times. 

Though  the  king  had  well  weighed  all  he  had  , 
done,  before  he  determined  upon  it  with  the  chan- 
cellor ;  and  though  he  well  knew,  after  all  their 
infinuations  and  allegations,  that  none  of  thofe  in- 
conveniencies  could  enfue  to  them,  if  he  reftrained 
any  further  profecution,  as  he  always  had  intended 
to  do ;  yet  they  wrought  fo  far  upon  him,  that  he 
was  forry  for  the  order  given  to  the  judges,  and 
threw  out  hints  that  he  cared  not  how  little  it  was 
attended  to.  Then  for  the  bill  he  m(?ant  to  prpfent 
in  the  next  fcflion,  the  fame  perfons  iaid,  "  that 
all  the  fecurity  and  quiet  they  had  enjoyed  fince 
his  majefty*s  happy  return,  depended  wholly  upon 
E3  the 
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CHAP.  the  general  opinioii,  that  he  had  favour  for  thcn>^ 
y  -'-^  1  and  fatisfadtion  in  their  duty  and  obedience  as  good 
1663.  '  fubjefts,  and  in  their  readinefs  to  do  him  any  fer- 
vice  J  (which  thpy  would  all  make  good  with  their 
lives)  but  if  he  (hould  difcover  any  jealoufies  of 
their  fidelity,  and  that  there  was  need  of  a  new  law 
againft  them,  which  his  purpofe  of  providing  a  bill 
implied,  what  mitigations  foever  his  majefty  in- 
tended in  it,  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  re^ 
ftrain  the  paffion  of  other  men :  they  were  fure, 
all  thofe  animofities,  which  had  been  hitherto  co- 
vered and  concealed  through  refped  for  his  ma- 
jefly,  would  upon  this  occalion  break  out  to  their 
^iefbudlion :  they  hoped  ;her?fore  that,  whatever 
bitternefs  the  parliament  might  exprefs  againft 
them,  at  its  next  meeting,  fuch  unjuft  prejudices 
would  receive  no  invitation  or  encouragement  from 
any  jealoufy,  or  difplcafure  manifefted  towards 
them  by  his  majefty."  Tbefe  and  the  like  argu- 
ments, or  rather  the  influence  and  credit  of  thofe 
who  urged  them,  made  fuch  impreflion,  that  he 
declined  any  farther  thought  of  the  bill,  nor  was 
there  ever  after  any  mention  of  it.  The  Roman 
catholics  grew  bolder  in  all  places,  and  converfant 
in  thofe  rooms  of  the  court,  into  which  the  king's 
chaplains  never  prefumed  to  enter ;  and,  to  crown 
all  their  hopes,  lady  Caftlemaine  now  made  public 
profeffion  of  that  faith,  and  inveighed  fharply 
;^gainft  the  church  (he  had  been  bred  in. 

During 
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During  the  interval  of  the  parliament  there  was      CH  AP- 
not  fuch  a  vacation  from  trouble  and  anxiety  as     >     *     ^ 
was  expeded.    The  domeftic  unquietn^fs  in  the        1663. 
court  made  every  day  more  noife  abroad :  infinite  Difinal  pro- 
fcandals  and  calumnies  were  fcattered  amongft  the  ^fifi^jj^." 
people :  the  increafe  of  taxes,  the  decay  of  trade, 
and  the  fell  of  rents  throughout  the  kingdom  were 
loudly  complained   of;  and  what,  perhaps,  pro- 
voked the  public  clamour  ftiU  more,  the  profufion 
of  die  court,  and  of  thole  who  depended  upon  ic^ 
was  carried  to  the  greateil  eiscefles ;  and  the  king 
himfelf,  after  all  his  admirable  fpeeches,  grew  lefs 
intent  ypon  bufinefs,  and  fonder  of  his  pleaftires, 
to  whi(±i  be  prefcribed  no  limits,  nor  to  the  ex* 
pences  which  could  not  but  accompany  them.  The 
gloQtn  of  defpondency  hung  over  evefy  thinking 
mind;  and  many  fenfible  men  really  believed, 
that  God  was  angry  with  the  nation,  and  refolved 
to  exercife  th^m  pnder  greater  tribulation  than  they 
jiad  ever  before  ej^rienced* 

In  this  ftate  of  general  difcontent,  while  the  Inforaiation 
court  were  upon  a  journey  of  pleafure  in  the  weft,  fpin^^™* 
informations  were  received  of  a  defign  formed  by 
the  republicans  and  fanatics  to  ieize  York  and 
other  towns  in  the  north,  and  to  excite  a  general 
infurre&ion,  The  pr^Aice  of  contriving  or  in- 
venting plots  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  committing 
obaojious  wd  fufpcded  perfons  to  j)rifon  had  be- 

64  guxi 
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gun  in  the  late  troubles ;  and  was  too  ipuch  con* 
tinued  after  his  majefly*s  peaceful  reftoration.  The 
accounts,  however,  which  were  laid  before  the 
council  of  this  frefli  confpiracy  were  fo  plaufible, 
fo  circumftantial,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  alarming, 
as  they  ftated  that  all  the  tiifbanded  officers  and 
foldiers  were  to  join  in  it,  that  orders  were  imme- 
diately iflued  to  increafe  the  vigilance  of  the  lord 
lieutenants  and  deputy  lieutenants  of  all  the  nor- 
thern countries ;  and  feveral  troops  of  horfe  were 
fent  to  fecure  the  city  of  York,  and  to  attend  fome 
of  the  places,  where  it  was  faid  the  n^alecontenrs 
had  propofed  to  affemble,  A  great  many  people 
were  taken  up ;  and  aU  the  prifons  in  the  north 
^ere  foon  fo  full,  that  the  king  thought  it  necel^ 
fary  to  fend  down  four  or  five  of  the  judges  to 
York,  with  a  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer  to 
Examine  the  whole  matter  there.  Several  of  the 
priibners  were  condemned,  feventeen  or  eighteen 
executed,  fome  reprieved,  and  a  great  number  left 
to  be  tried  at  the  next  affizes. 


it  at  the  re 
meeting  of 
parliament. 


1664.  The  judges  were  returned  from  York  a  little 

Ufe  made  of  time  before  the  meeting  of  parliament ;  and  the 
king  refolved  to  avail  himfelf  of  fo  good  a  pretence 
and  of  fo  feafonable  an  opportunity  for  foliciting 
the  repeal  of  the  Triennial  Aft,  to  which  his  father 
had  given  an  involuntary  aflent,  and  which  was  in 
truth'  a  very  great  check  on  the  royal  power  and 

prerogative. 
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prerogative*.  He  knew  that  the  prefent  parlia-  CHAP, 
ment  would  not  objeft  to  a  requeft  which  tended  ^  '  ^ 
to  remove  all  bounds  to  their  own  duration  :  he  x664, 
only  wanted  a  popular  pretext  for  that  meafure ; 
and  he  could  not  wifti  for  a  better  than  the  late 
'  alarm,  fo  univerfally  fpread,  of  a  republican  infur- 
re^kion.  When  the  two  houfes  therefore  met,  his 
majefty,  after  enlarging  on  the  danger  and  extent 
of  thofe  rebellious  combinations,  faid,  "  he  could 
not  upon  this  occafion  omit  to  tell  his  parliament, 
that  the  defperate  confpirators  (as  appeared  by  fe- 
veral  examinations)  had  not  been  all  of  one  mind 
in  the  ways  of  carrying  on  their  wicked  defigns  : 
ibme  would  ftill  infift  on  the  authority  of  the 
long  parliament,  of  which  they  faid  they  had 
numbers  enough  willing  to  meet :  others  fancied 
to  themfelves  by  fome  computation  of  their  own, 
upon  a  claufe  in  the  Triennial  Bill,  that  the 
prefent  parliament  was  at  an  end  fome  months 
fince  ;  and  that  for  want  of  new  writs,  they  might 
affemble  themfelves  to  chufe  reprefentatives,  which  - 
would  be  the  beft  expedient  to  bring  themfelves 
together  for  their  other  purpofes.  For  the  long 
parliament,'*  his  majefty  faid,  "  that  he  and  they  • 
together  could  do  no  more  than  was  already  done 
to  inform  and  compofe  the  minds  of  men;  let 

*  Sec  the  account  of  this  aft,  with  a  deteftion  of  Mr.  Hume's 
errors  and  incdnfiilencies  in  his  remarks  upon  it,  In  the  Sketches 
of  Conftitutlonal  Hiftory  prefixed  to  the  firft  volume  of  this 
work. 

them 
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CHAP,  them  proceed  upon  that  at  their  peril}  but  he 
^  J  __'  thought  there  had  been  nothing  done  to  dif- 
1664.  abufe  men  in  refpedt  of  the  Triennial  Bill :  he  con- 
fefTed  that  he  had  often  himfelf  read  over  that  bill; 
and  though  there  was  no  colour  for  the  fancy  of 
determination  of  this  parliament,  yet  he  would  not 
deny,  that  he  had  always  expefted  that  diey  would, 
and  even  wondered  that;  they  had  not  confidered 
the  wonderful  claufes  in  that  bill,  which  had  pafled 
in  a  time  very  uncareful  of  the  dignity  of  th^ 
crown,  or  the'fecurity  of  the  people  */' 

.  Having  thus  prepared  the  compliance  of  his 
hearers  by  the  difcovcry  of  his  own  fentiments,  hi? 
majefty  deiired  the  fpeaker  and  the  gendemen  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  give  that  Triennia'l  Bill 
a  reading,  and  then,  in  God's  name,  to  do  what 
they  thought  fit  for  him,  themfelves,  and  the  whole 
kingdom ;  -adding,  "  that  he  needed  not  to  tcU 
them,  how  much  he  loved  parliaments ;  never 
king  was  fo  much  beholding  to  parliaments  as  he 
had  been,  nor  did  he  think  that  the  crown  could 
ever  be  happy  without  frequent  parliaments ;  but 
he  wifhed  them  to  affure  themfelves,  th^t  if  he 
Ihould  think  otherwife,  he  would  never  fufier  a 


*  It  is  very  evident  from  the  whole  tenor  of  Charles's  con- 
duct, that  he  had  as  little  idea  of  the  real  dignity  of  the  crown, 
ts  he  had  regard  for  tho  fecurity  or  rights  of  the  people. 

parliament 
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parliament  to  come  together  by  the  means  pre- 
fcribed  by  that  bill  V  ^ 

After  the.  king  had  fully  explained  himfelf  on 
this  point,  he  renewed  his  thanks  to  the  commons 
for  the  fupply  of  the  four  fubfidies  granted  him 
the  laft  feffions ; '  "  yet,"  he  faid,  "  that  fupply 
was  feilen  much  (hort  of  what  he  expefted,  and 
they  intended :  it  would  ^hardly  be  believed,  yet 
they  knew  it  to  be  tnie,  that  very  many  perfons, 
who  had  eftates  of  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds 
by  die  year,  did  not  pay  for  thofe  four  fubfidies 
fixteen  potmds ;  fo  that  whereas  the  commons  in- 
tended and  declared,  that  they  fliould  be  coUefted 
according  to  former  precedents,  they  did  not  now 
arifc  to  the  fame  proportion  as  in  the  time  of  queen 
Elizabeth  j  and  yet,"  he  added,  **  the  crown 
wanted  more  now  than  it  did  then,  and  the  fubjed: 
was  at  leaft  as  well  able  to  give  :  the  truth  was, 
that,  by  the  licence  of  the  late  time,  and  the  ill 
humour  of  this,  too  many  of  the  people,  and  even 


♦  What  a  corrupt  fet  of  flavcs  Charles  knew  he  was  addref- 
fing,  or  he  never  would  have  dared  to  avow  not  only  his  con- 
tempt, but  his  determined  violation  of  a  law,  which  had  been 
formally  fan^ioned  by  all  the  branches  of  the  legiflature !  This 
was  ailerting  his  right  to  the  difpenfing  power  with  a  ven- 
geance, and  in  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  conilitiitional  importance. 
Yet  the  penfion-parliament  tamely  acquiefced  in  this  laft  fub- 
yerfion  of  the  only  barrier  that  was  left  them  againft  the  en- 
croachificnts  of  arbitraiy  power. 

of 
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"CHAP.  of'thofe  who  made  fair  profeflidns,  believed  it  to 
*^  I  i  be  no  fin  to  defraud  the  crown  of  any  thing  that 
1664.  was  due  to  it :  tonnage  and  poundage  had  been  no 
fooner  given  him,  than  men  were  devifing  all  the 
means  they  could  to  defraud  the  cuftoms;  nor 
could  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  be  fo  vigilant  for 
the  coUeftipn,  as  others  were  to  evade  die  duties  : 
they  gave  him  the  excife,  which  all  people  abroad 
believed  to  be  the  moft  infenjible  impofition  that 
could  be  laid  upon  a  people*:  what  confpira- 
cics  and  combinations  .were  entered  into  by  the 
brewers,  who,  he  was  fure,  did  not  bear  the  bur- 
then themfclves,  even  to  bring  that  revenue  to 
nothing,  they  would  hear  in  Weftminfter-hall : 
they  had  given  him  the  chimney-money,  which 
ihey  had  reafon  to  believe  would  be  a  growing  re- 
venue, for  men  built  at  leaft  faft  enough ;  and 
they  would  therefore  wonder  that  it  was  already 


*  It  wasy  probably,  this  artful  infinuation  that  fuggeftcd  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  if  not  the  hint  for  extending  the  excife,  at  leaft  his  moft 
fpecious  argument  in  fupport  of  the  meafure.  It  would  increafe 
the  revehue,  he  faid,  without  making  the  people  feel  the  ^weight 
of  any  additional  burthens.  This,  however,  is  mere  fophiftry. 
It  is  not  the  enormity  of  the  load,  but  its  vexatious  and  galling 
preflTure  that  is  complained  of  In  the  laft  parliamentar}'  debate 
on  this  fubjeft,  even  the  attorney-general  was  forced  to  acknow- 
ledge, **  that  the  excife  laws  were  anomalous  to  the  Englifti  con- 
ftitution."  How  then  can  the  pretence  of  rendering  any  parti* 
cular  branch  of  the  duties  more  productive  be  admitted  as  a 
good  reafon  for  an  arbttraiy  and  unconftitutionat  method  of 
colleaingthcm? 

declined) 
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declioed^  and  that  the  lad  half  year  brought  in  lefs 

than  the  former  did :  he  defired  therefore  that  they. 

would  review  that  bill,  and  fince  he  was  fare  they        1664* 

would  have  him  receive  whatfoever  they  gave,  that 

he  might  have  the  collecting  and  hufbanding  of  it 

by  his  own  officers ;  and  then  he  doubted  not  but 

to  improve  that  receipt,  and  he  would  be  cozened 

as  little  as  he  could/* 

His  majefty  concluded  his  fpeech  with  defiring 
and  conjuring  both  houfes,  "  to  keep  a  very  good^ 
correfpondence  together,  that  it  might  not  be  in 
the  power  of  any  feditious  or  factious  fpirits  to 
make  them  jealous  of  each  other,  or  either  of  them 
jealous  of  him,  till  they  fliould  fee  him  pretend  one, 
things  and  do  another y  which  he  was  Jure  they  bad 
never  yet  done:  he  aflured  them,  that  it  fliould  be 
in  nobody*s  power  to  make  him  jealous  of  them  > 
and  fo  defired  them  to  difpatch  what  they  found 
neceliary,  that  they  might  be  ready  for  a  feffion 
within  two  months  or  thereabouts,  becaufe  the 
feafon  of  the  year  would  invite  them  all  to  uke  the 
country  air/* 

The  hint  of  difpatch   had  a  wonderful  effed  Repedofthc 
upon  both  houfes ;  and  they  proceeded  with  great  i^^^^ 
alacrity  to  the  work  which  his  majefty  had  cut  out 
for  them.    In  little  more  than  ten  days  they  carried 
through,  and  got  ready  for  the  royal  aflent  a  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Triennial  law  i  which  was  fo 

grateful 
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CHAP.  grateful  to  the  king,  that  he  went  in  peribn  to  the 
>  '  M  houfe  to  pafs  it,  and  to  thank  them,  adding, 
1664.  "  that  every  good  Engliftiman  would  alfo  thank 
them  for  it,  as  the  ad  they  had  repealed  could 
only  have  ferved  to  difcredit  parliaments ;  to  make 
the  crown  jealous  of  parliaments,  and  parliaments 
of  the  crown  ;  and  to  perfuade  neighbour  princes, 
that  England  was  not  governed  under  a  Mo- 
narch*.** 

Aft  to  ftp.  As  the  parliament  made  this  entrance,  they  went 
prefe  convcn-  ^^  ^[^^^  unabated  zeal  in  compleating  all  other  bu- 
linefs  within  the  two  months,  in  which  the  king 
defired  they  would  be  ready  for  a  prorogation. 
They  empowered  his  majefly,  according  to  his 
particular  defire  to  coUeft  the  tax  of  hearth-money 
by  officers  of  his  own ;  and  they  farther  gratified 
him  in  making  a  very  fevere  law  to  prevent  and 
fupprefs  conventicles,  without  taking  any  notice 

♦  An  aft  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  happening  hy  the 
long  intenniflion  of  parliaments  was  inconfiftent  with  Charles's 
idea  of  monarchy ;  but  what  is  mod  remarkable  in  this  tranf- 
adlion  between  the  king  and  his  hirelings,  is  the  paltry  artifice 
tnade  ufe  of  by  the  latter  to  hide  from  their  conftituents.  fo 
treacherous  a  furreiVder  of  tlieir  only  remaining  fecurity.  They 
entitled  it  *^  an  aft  for  the  affembling  and  holding  parliathent^ 
once  in  three  years  at  the  leafl,  &c."  as  if  to  amufe  the  people 
with  the  fpecious  form  of  their  ancient  conilitution,  while  they 
robbed  them  of  their  moft  ineflimable  privilege,  the  power  of 
difmiffing  after  fufficicnt  trial  fuch  reprefcntatives  as  had  be- 
trayed their  truft. 

of 
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of  the  growth  of  popery  ♦.  But  this  feffion,  though      CHAP. 
Ihort,  was  not  entirely  devoted  to  the  king  alone.      ^     [     m 
The  parliament  prepared  a  very  good  bill,  and        1664. 
very  necefiary  for  a  time  of  fuch  corruption,  that 
had  contrafted  new  ways  of  diflionefty  and  vil- 
lainy, which  former  times  had  not  thought  off. 

*  W€  cannot  give  a  better  account  of  this  aft  for  the  total 
iappreffion  of  all  public  worfliip  according  to  the  preibyterian 
form,  than  in  the  words  of  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
upon  prefenting  it  with  the  other  bills  to  the  king.  "  We  have," 
laid  he,  ^  prepared  a  bill  againft  the  frequenting  of  conventicles, 
the  feed-plots  and  nurferies  of  feditious  opinions,  under  pre« 
tence  of  religious  worihip.  The  firft  offence  is  made  punilh- 
abJe  with  five  pounds,  or  three  months'  imprifonment,  and  ten 
pounds  for  a  peer :  the  fecond  ofience  ten  pounds,  or  fix  months* ' 
imprironment,  and  twenty  pounds  for  a  peer:  but  the  third 
offence,  after  a  trial  by  jury,  and  the  trial  of  a  peer  by  his  peers, 
^the  party  convifted  (ball  be  tranfported  to  fome  foreign  pIanta-» 
tion,  unlefi  he  lays  down  an  hundred  pounds*-  ' 

Immedicabile  vulnus 
Enfe  recidendum,  ne  pars  fincera  trahatur.** 

Care  alfo  was  taken  to  prevent  this  aft  from  being  evaded  by 
holding  reCgious  meetings  in  private  houfes;  for  the  penalties 
wen:  extended  to  every  five  perfons,  over  and  above  thofe  of  the 
&me  hou&liold,  who  aflembled  to  worihip  God,  after  a  differ* 
ent  mode  bom  that  of  the  eftablifhed  church. 

t  The  writer  has  pointed  out  very  clearly,  in  a  former  part 
of  diis  chapter,  the  true  caufe  of  Ifucb  general,  and  before  un- 
heard of  corruption.  It  flowed  firom  the  polluted  fountain  of 
the  great,  and  fpread  its  infleftion  through  all  the  lowcir  dalles  of 
feciety.  Was  it  likely  that  common  failors  ^ould  hefitate  to 
take  a  bribe,  or  to  facrifice  honour  and  honefty  to  prefent  gain, 
when  the  lords  and  conunons  were  not  afliamed  to  fet  the 
example? 

Its 
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CHAP,  Its  objefl:  was  to  prevent  a  fpecies  of  treachery 
^  '  ^  pradtifed  by  many  unworthy  and  cowardly  mafters 
1664.  of  Ihips  and  dieir  crews,  who  were  of;en  contented 
to  be  robbed  at  fea,  and  to  have  all  their  owners' 
goods  taken,  upon  an  allowance  made  to  them  by 
the  pirate.  This  was  a  breach  of  truft  for  which  no 
la,w  had  before  fufEciently  provided.  A  bill  was 
jherefore  drawn  up,  and  readily  agreed  to.  by  both 
houfes,  for  the  difcovery  and  punifhment  of  all 
fuch  treacherous  and  infamous  aftions,  and  for  the 
reward  of  fuch  honeft  and  flout  feamen,  as  fhould 
manfully  and  courageoufly  defend  their  owners* 
goods,  and  therein  maintain  the  honour  of  the  na«^ 
tion.  Thefe  bills,  and  a  few  others  *  for  the  re- 
medy of  particular  grievances,  were  prefented  to 
the  king,  and  confirmed  by  his  aflfent,  on  the  fe- 
ventcenth  of  May,  when  his  majefty,  after  thanking 
the  parliament  in  the  ufual  manner  for  their  public 
fervices,  told  them,  "  he  did  not  intend  to  bring 
them  together  again  till  the  month  of  November, 
tliat  they  might  enjoy  the  fummer  in  the  tranfac- 
tion  of  their  private  affairs:  yet   becaufe  there 

*  One  was  for  preventing  abatement  of  writs  of  error  on 
judgment  in  the  Exchequer ;  another  for  fuppreffing  the  dif- 
turbances  of  feamen,  and  preferving  the  (lores  belongiiig  to.the 
kiavy;  a  third  againft  deceitful,  difordei*!/,  and  exceffirc  gaming; 
and  a  fourth  for  the  continuance  of  a  former  a6t  to  regulate  the 
prefs;  that  is  to  fay,  to  prohibit  and  to  punifh  by  fines,  by 
imprifonment,  by  the  feizurc  of  property,  and  by  corporal 
punifhments,  the  publication. of  any  truth,  that  might  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  thofe  in  power. 

might 
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might  fome  emergent  occafion  fall  out,  that  might      CHAP» 
make  it  neceflarjr  to  bring  them  together  fooner,      *     \     ^ 
he  would  prorogiJe  them  only  to  Auguft ;  and  be*        1664. 
for  then  they  (hould  have  feafonable  notice  by  pro- 
clamation not  to  give  their  attendance,  except  fuch 
occafions  (hould  fall  out/* 

The  poflible  emergency,  which  the  king  faid  Inveftlgdtion 
might  oblige  him  to  convene  the  parliament  before  caufesof  a 
November,  was  the  great  likelihood  of  a  rupture  '^P^  ^* 
with  Ae  Dutch,  ^Jiinft  whom  both  houfes  had  '  ^ 

prcfented  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion  a  very  me-^ 
naclng  addrefs.  But  in  my  remarks  ort  their  pro- 
ceediiigs  I  deferred  taking  any  notice  of  their  ho* 
ftilc  refolutions,  that  1  might  bring  into  one  point 
of  view  the  different  caufes  of  this  impolitic  war^ 
fome  of  which  I  muft  trace  a  litde  farther  back* 

Upon  the  king's  fifft  arrival  in  England,  he  Eftablifli- 
maniifefted  a  great  defire  to  improve  the  general  ^^  AWam 
traffic  of  the  kingdom,  and  often  conferred  with  company, 
the  moft  adlive  merchants  oh  the  {ubjedk*    He  alfo 
cftablifhed  a  council  of  trade ;  but  its  only  effedl 
Was  to  ^ivc  birth  to  a  variety  of  fchemes  ind  ad* 
Ventujres,  the  projcftors  of  which  had  commonly 
much  more  regard  to  their  own  intereft  than  to 
the  pulAic  good.     Some  merchants  and  fcamen 
tnade  a  propofal  by  Mr.  William  Coventry  and  a 
few  others  to  the  duke  of  York,  for  the  crcftion 
of  a  company,  in  which  they  defired  his  royal 

VOL.  II,  F  highnefs 
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CHAP.  highnefs  to  prefide,  and  to  which  his  m^efty 
H  J  ■  -»  fhould  graat  the  fole  trade  of  Guinea.  This,  they 
>664.  alVerted,  would  in  a  (hort  time  bring  great  advan- 
tage to  the  nation,  and  much  profit  to  the  adven- 
turers, who  were  ^o  begin  upon  a  joint  dock,  to 
be  managed  by  a  committee  chofen  from  among 
themfclves. 

^  Before  the  troubles,  a  fimilar  privilege  had  beca 
granted  by  the  late  king  to  fir  Nicholas  Crifpe  and 
odicrs  named  by  him,  who  at  their  own  charge 
fent  fl^ips  to  the  African  coaft.  In  order  to  carry 
on  the  trade  with  greater  convenience,  fir  Nicholas 
purchafed  from  the  natives  a  nook  of  land,  that 
jutted  out  into  the  fea,  and  bwlt  thereon  ware* 
houfes  and  a  fprt,  under  which  the  (hips  lay  in 
great  fafety.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil 
war,  fir  Nicholas  betook  himfelf  to  fervc  the  kii^i 
but  the  trade  was  continued  by  others,  either  with 
fir  Nicholas's  confent,  or  through  Cromwell's 
power,  and  the  fort  he  had  built,  called  Fort  Cor- 
mantine,  was  dill  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  £ngliih> 
wlien  his  prefent  majefty  returned.  The  trade 
thither  from  England  was,  indeed,  fmall,  in  re- 
iped  the  Dutch  bad  fixed  a  (Ironger  quarter  at  no 
great  dklance  from,  it,  and  fent  much  more  (hips 
and  commodities  there,  and  returned  once  every 
year  to  tlieir  own  country  with  much  wealth.  But 
it  was  faid,  that  it  might  now  be  eafily  extended  iu 
fpite  of  thofe  rivals;  that  it  would  open  a  wider 

market 


THE'-REIOH   OF   CRARLBS   tl.  V^ 

market  for  puttirtg  oiF  great  quantities  of  our  own       CHAP, 
manufadures  -,  and  afford  valuable  returns  in  gold^     *     ^   j 
which  that  coaft  produced  in  good  quantity,  and        x664. 
in  negro  Haves,  who  were  readily  fold  to  any  plan- 
tation at  great  prices. 

The  duke  was  much  pleafed  with  the  details 
both  of  the  plan,  and  the  profpedt  of  advant^e, 
which  was  likely  to  refult  from  it.  He  quickly 
procured  a  charter,  with  ample  privileges  to  be 
granted  by  the  king  to  the  company;  and  eyen 
perfuaded  hi^  majefty  to  become  himfelf  an  adven- 
turer, and  what  was  more,  to  affift  them,  for  the 
firft  eftabliftiment  of  their  trade,  with  the  ufe  of 
fome  of  his  own  (hips.  The  duke  was  the  governor 
of  the  company,  thence  called  the  royal  company. 
He  had  alfo  the  power  of  appointing  a  deputy  ; 
but  all  the  other  officers  and  the  committee  were 
chofen  by  the  entire  body  of  adventurers,  who 
were  all  peribns  of  quality.  Every  one  of  them 
brought  in  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  joint  fioqjc, 
with  which  they  fet  out  the  firft  (hips ;  upon  the 
retums  whereof  they  received  fo  much  encourage- 
ment, that  they  compounded  with  fir  Nicholas 
Grifpe  for  his  property  in  the  fort  and  caftle,  and 
poffcffed  themfelves  of  another  place  upon  the 
coaft,  for  the  greater  convenience  and  enlargement 
of  their  traffic.  They  increafed  the  number  of- 
thcir  Ihij^ing,  all  which  made  profitable  returns,  / 

by  putting,  off  their  blacks  at.  Barbadoes  and  the 
F  z  Qtljcr 
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tHAf.      ether  pkntafiona,  at  their  own  prices,  Hid  brought 
fc     J     »     home  fuch  ftore  of  gold,  as  adminiftered  the  firft 
9664.        occafion  for  the  coinage  of  thc^  pieces,  which 
from  thence  had  the  deaominadon  of  guineas. 

Other  But  though  the  people  were  at  firft  dazzled  witK 

^m^cc  ^  the  vaft  profits  which  rcfulted  from  the  eftablifh. 
ncgicaci  ment  of  this  new  ccxnpany,  the  general  intereft  of 
U)e  ftate,  fo  far  from  being  promoted,  was  verf 
Much  injured  by  it.  Other  branches  of  commerce, 
<hat  might  have  afforded  more  hfting  and  fecure 
advantages,  were  fuffered  to  langui(b.  Even  the 
trade  to  the  E^il-lndies,  which  had  of  late  been  €0 
badly  c6ndu£ted  as  to  call  loudly  for  the  imme- 
diate  care  and  interference  of  govertmient,  was  dif-* 
regarded,  and  the  royal  patronage  and  afiiftance 
werd  wholly  confined  to  the  favourite  company. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  evil  attending  it.  The  na- 
tion was  thereby  plunged  into  a  war,  which  ¥ru 
chiefly,  if  not  folely  owing  to  the  avarice^  the  tth 
pacity,  and  intrigues  of  the  African  adventurers. 

Suggeftions  From  the  firft  entrance  into  this  trade,  it  was 
jllod^d*  eafily  difcovered  that  the  Dutch  had  a  better  foot- 
traricc.  ing  in  Guinea  than  the  Englifli,  which  the  latter 

were  willing  to  believe  the  former  had  no  right  to  9 
for  that  they  themfelves  had  firft  fettled  there, 
and  were  therefore  entitled  to  exclude  all  otliers, 
at  leaft  by  the  fame  hw  that  the  Spaniards  claimed 
the  fok  property  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  the 

'  ^  Dutch. 
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Dutch  ^bat  they,  or  the  Portuguefe  enjoyed  io      CHAP, 

the  Eaft.    But  this  pretence  they  quickly  found  t        '   ^^ 

would  not  eftablifli  fuch  a  title  a^  would  bear  a        ^f^ 

difpute :  the  having  (ent  a  (hip  or  two  thither  and 

built  a  little  fort  couid  not  be  allowed  fuch  a  pof- 

feiS(m  as  would  Ihut  out  other  nations  i  and  thp 

truth  was,  the  Dutch  were  there  fome  time  before 

us,  and  the  Danes  before  either ;  and  the  Dutch 

{which  was  the  real  grievance)  had  planted  them* 

felves  more  advantageoufly,  upon  die  bank  of  a 

river,  than  we  had  done,  and  by  the  eredion  of 

more  forts  were  more  ftrongly  feated,  and  drove  a 

much  greater  tcade,  which  it  was  not  likely  they 

could  be  perfuaded  to  quit.    This  drew  the  dil^ 

courfe  from  the  point  of  right  to  the  eafinefs,  by 

the  affiftance  of  two  or  three  of  the  king's  fliips^ 

to  take  away  all  that  the  Dutch  poflefTed  in  and 

about  Guinea,  there  having  jaever  been  a  (hip  of 

Var  feen  in  tbak  parts,  fo  that  the  work  might  be 

prefendy  done,  and  Qxh  an  alliance  made  with  the 

iwives,  who  did  not  love  the  Dutch,  as  that  the 

Englifli  may  be  unqueftionaWy  poffeffed  of  the 

vhde  trade  oi  that  country,  which  would  be  of 

iaeftinu^le  profit  to  the  kingdom. 

Such  were  the  arguments  which  the  members  of 
the  committee  took  much  delight  to  enlarge  upon 
at  their  meetings,  that  were  held  once  a  week  at 
the  duke  of  York's  lodgings  at  Whitehall.  They 
went  farther,  and  endeavoured  to  ftiew  what  im- 
F3  jncnfe 
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tncx^t  benefit  would  accrue  from  a  barefaced  war 
ag^inft  the  Dutch,  and  how  eafily  they  might  be 
conquered,  and  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  En^ 
glilh.  They  (aid,  "  that  Cromwell  had  always 
beaten  them,  and  brought  them  upon  their  knees, 
and  could  have  totally  fubdued  them,  if  he  had  not 
thought  it  more  for  his  intereft  to  have  ibch  a  fe- 
cond,  whereby  kc  might  the  better  fUpport  his 
tiTurpation :  that  it  was  from  this  motive  alone  he 
made  peace  with  them,  after  they  had  confented  to 
all  the  infamous  conditions  of  totally  abandoning 
the  royal  caufe,  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  to  the  ex-* 
tirpation  of  all  the  royal  family,  and  to  a  perpetual 
cxclufion  of  the  prince  of  Orange :  that  the  only 
popular  and  glorious  thing  the  ufurper  had  ever 
done  was  his  having  compelled  them  to  pay  a 
great  fum  of  money  for  the  dams^es  which  the 
£ngli(h  had  fuftained  at  Amboyna,  when  all  the 
demands  and  threats  from  king  James  could  ncvci 
procure  any  fatisfadion  for  that  foul  a&iou  *." 

Thefe 

*  The  war  with  the  Dutch  wfts  certainly  the  moA  gbrious 
part  of  Gromwell's  adminiftration.  Enraged  at  the  fiivours  that 
people  had  fliewn  to  the  family  of  the  Stewarts,  and  at  their 
aflfbrding an  afylup  to  Engliih  outlaws;  piqued  alfo  that  the 
republic  of  the  United  Provinces  ihould  pretend  to  the  donai* 
iiion  of  the  iea,  be  refidvod  at  once  to  infpire  refpeft  for  his 
country^  and  to  avenge  himfeif.  Of  al)  the  maritime  vara 
Tecorded  in  hiltuy  none  were  more  hr^^  for  thj^  il^iil  of  the 
efwunanden,  fof  t^e  h|:avery  of  the  bllors^  |nd  for  the  number 
qf  obftinate  and  hidody  engagements,  in  which  the  English  at 

length 
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Thcfe  difirourfes,  with  fome  remarks  on  the  tar-      CHAP. 

ilinds  of  the  Dutch  to  reftorc,  according  to  treaty,     .  • 

the  ifland  of  Poleron,  wliich  they  had  fo  long  fince        |^^ 

barbarouily  taken  from  the  £ngli(h,  being  often  The  duke  of 

reiterated  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  itiade  i  very  York's  eager. 
.  .  '    neisiorawar. 

deep  impremon  on  the  duke,  who,  befides  his  hav- 

a  particular  averlion  to  the  Dutch,  longed  impa*- 

tiently  for  any  war,  in  which  he  knew  he  could 

not  but  have  the  chief  command.   This  difpofitidn 

of  his  was  alfo  affiduoufly  cultivated  by  many  per* 

fons  about  the  court,  who  hoped  thereby  to  ad* 

vance  their  own  intereft,  and  to  get  more  power 

into  their  own  hands. 


length  gained  a  decifive  fuperiority.  But  Cromwell,  havin]g; 
fully  gratified  his  own  rcfentment,  checked  his  country  in  the 
career  of  conqueft  and  of  glory.  He  made  peace  with  the 
SntclL;  and  though  the  terms  were  very  humiliating  to  them, 
aad  very  honourable  to  England,  yet  they  were  &r  from  being 
tp  aflvi^tagepus  to  the  latter  as  ipight  have  been  expected  from 
fuch  hrilliant  fucceflTes.  He  did  npt  exert  himfelf  as  far  as  he 
might  in  favour  of  India.  He  was  fktisfied  with  providing  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  EngliAi  trade,  procuring  a  difavowal  of  tha 
mafficre  at  Amboyiia,and  infilling  upon  an  inflemaification  for 
the  defcendants  of  the  unhappy  viAims  who  periflied  in  that 
dreadful  traniadion.  He  alfo  took  care,  as  is  above  obferyed, 
to  fHpulate  for  having  the  ifland  of  Poleron  reflored:  but  ,no 
mention  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  the  forts  taken  from  the- 
nation  by  the  Dutch  in  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  in  feveralof  the- 
l^Jpl^cq^  by  which  that  monopolizing  people  had  aimed  at  ge(« 
ting  all  the  fpices  into  their  own  hands, 

F4  But- 
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But  there  was  lately  a  peace  fully  concluded  with 
the  States-General  upon  the  fame  terms,  articles, 
and  conditions,  which  they  had  formerly  yielded  to 
Cromwell,  and  upon  the  ratification  of  which  they 
iffued  orders  for  fhe  delivery  of  the  ifland  of  Po- 
lerpn  to  the  Englifti  Eaft-India  comply  **  They 
;ilfo  gave  at  the  fame  time  another  proof  of  their 
jreadinefs  to  comply  with  any  reafonable  or  juft  re- 
quifition  on  the  part  of  his  majefty.  As  during 
the  interval  between  the  two  treaties,  a  mifqnder- 
{landing  had  taken  place  between  both  nations  on 
account  of  two  Englifli  (hips,  which  our  mcrchacits 
'  faid  had  been  uryuftly  attacked  and  captured  by 
the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  the  States,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  treaty  from  being  delayed  by  the  in- 
veftigation  of  this  claim,  agreed  to  depofit  fbur- 
fcore  thpufand  florins  for  the  full  indemnificatioa 
of  the  fufFerers,  in  cafe  the  procefs  already  com- 
pienced  on  account  of  their  (hips  fhould  be  de- 
cided in  their  favour.  After  doing  all  this,  there 
could  be  no  colour  of  juftice  to  make  war  upon 
them.  JBefides  there  were  then  great  jealoufies 
from  Spaii),  on  account  of  the  marriajge  with  Por- 
tugal; nor  had  France,  notwithftanding  all   her 

*  Before  the  Dutch  reftored  this  ifland,  they  rooted  up  all  tlie 
trees  that  furiiifh  the  fpices ;  but  as  the  foil  ftiil  remained,  and 
might,  with  proper  culture,  prove  an  obflacle  to  the  monopoly 
which  they  meant  to  eflablifh,  they  retook  it  in  i66(5,  and  C011I4 
kevcr  after  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  it  up, 

profeffions. 
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profeffions,  made  any  haile  to  renew  the  treaty  with 
Ei^land.  She  had  even,  contrary  to  the  pofitive 
afluiance  given  by  Monfieur  Baftide  in  the  French  i66§. 
king's  name,  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  States, 
without  any  previous  notification  of  the  terms  to 
tis  Britannic  majefty.  It  therefore  could  not  tmt 
feem  ilrange,  that  we  ihould  defire  to  make  war 
upon  Holland,  the  only  ftate,  except  Portugal, 
with  which  we  had  as  yet  renewed  former  treaties 
of  peace,  and  that  fo  lately,  and  after  fudi  long 
delibeiation. 

However,  the  duke's  heart  was  fet  upon  it,  and 
he  loved  to  fpeak  of  it,  and  the  benefits  which 
would  attend  it.  He  had  not  yet  thought  proper 
to  propofe  it  in  council ;  but  he  mentioned  it  pri- 
vately to  many  of  the  members,  and  found  mofl: 
of  them  to  concur  with  him  in  the  opinioil  of  the 
advantages  which  might  arife  from  thence.  He 
alfo  prefled  it  very  earneftly  upon  the  king,  who, 
he  well  knew,  had  no  kindnels  for  die  Dutch  ^ 
^nd  he  often  left  his  majefty  ftrongly  difpofed  to- 
wards it  by  an  argument,  which  he  found  prevailed 
with  many,  and  which  he  never  fsiiled  to  enforce 
in  any  converfation  upon  the  fubjeft.  He  faid, 
"  that  the  differences  and  jealoufies  in  point  of 
trade,  which  did  every  day  fall  out,  and  would 
every  day  increafe  between  the  Englifli  and  the 
Dutch,  who  had  in  the  late  diflradions  gained 
P^t  advantages,  would  unavoidably  produce  a 

war 
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War  between  them :  then  the  queftion  only  was, 
whether  it  were  not  better  for  us  to  begin  it  now, 
when  they  did  not  expeft  it,  and  we  were  better 
prepared  for  it  than  probably  wc  fhould  be  then ; 
or  to  ftay  two  or  three  years,  in  which  the  Qunt 
jerfoufy  would  provoke  them  to  be  well  provided, 
when  probably  we  might  not  be  ready  :'V  he  added, 
^'  that  we  had  the  beft  fea-officers  in  the  world, 
many  of  whom  had  often  beaten  the  Dutch,  and 
knew  how  to  do  it  again ;  a  multitude  of  atcellent 
mariners  and  common  feamen,  all  of  whom,  if 
they  found  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  ^t  home» 
would  diiperfe  themfelves  in  merchant  voyages  to 
the  Indies  and  the  Streights,  and  probably  fb 
many  good  men  would  never  be  found  together 
again.'* 

Iif  impolicy  When  by  thefe  and  the  like  arguments  he 
demonftratwl  thought  hc  had  fufficiently  fecured  the  king's  con* 
^*e  Chan-  currence,  he  propofed  the  matter  to  the  chancellor, 
whom  he  found  to  be  paffionately  and  obftinately 
againft  it,  and  who  thought  it  his  duty  to  point 
out  to  his  highnefs,  and  afterwards  to  the  king, 
the  probable  confequences  of  fo  unjuft,  fo  unfea- 
fonable,  and  fo  ill-advifed  a  war.  The  chancellor 
rcprefented  to  his  majefly  "  the  (late  of  his  own  af- 
fairs, the  great  debt,  that  yet  lay  upon  him,  which 
with  peace  and  good  hufbandry  might  be  in  fomo 
time  paid  ;  but  that  a  war  would  involve  him  in 
fb  much  greater,  that  no  man  could  fee  the  end  of 

its 
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it:  that  his  majefly  would  be  able  to  preferve  him-  CHAP. 
fctf  againft  the  faftions  and  diftempers  in  his  ^  ^  ^ 
own  kingdom,  and  probably  fupprefs  them,  if  he  1664. 
were  without  a  foreign  enemy ;  but  if  he  (hould  be 
engaged  in  a  war  abroad,  his  domeftic  diviiions, 
cfpecially  thofe  in  religion,  would  give  him  more 
trouble  than  he  could  well  ftruggle  withal :  that  it 
was  an  erroneous  aflumption,  that  the  Dutch 
would  be  better  provided  for  a  war  two  or  three 
years  hence,  and  his  mi^efty  worfei  for  that  it 
would  be  his  own  £itik,  if,  within  that  time,  the 
diftempers  in  his  three  kii^oms  were  not  com* 
pofed,  which  would  make  him  much  fitter  for 
a  war,  whereas  now  neither  of  them  could  be  faid 
to  be  in  peace,  Ireland  being  \diolly  unfetded, 
Scotland  not  yet  well  pleafed,  and  England  far 
from  it :  that  in  that  time  it  was  very  probable  the 
two  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  would  be  eng^ed 
in  a  war,  fince  it  was  generally  believed,  and  with 
great  Teafon,  that  France  only  waited  for  the  death 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  who  was  Very  infirm,  and 
then  meant  to  fall  into  Flanders,  having  already 
provided  great  magazines  of  corn  and  hay  upon 
the  borders,  which  could  be  for  no  other  end : 
that  whilil  his  majefty  continued  in  peace,  his 
friend(hip  would  be  valuable  to  all  the  princes  of 
Europe,  and  the  two  crpwns  would  ftrive  who 
fliould  gain  him  5  but  if  he  engaged  in  a  war,  par- 
ticularly with  Holland,  which  would  interrupt  and 
4ifturb  all  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  whence  the 

greateft 
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CHAF.      greateil  part  of  his  icvcsiue  aroie,  all  other  princes 
>^      J         would  look  on,  and  joot  much  cflkcem  any  officci 
1664.       hft  could  perform  for  them.'' 

To  thefe  very  forcible  remarks  on  the  impolicy 
of  the  war  the  chancellor  added  the  fl^^raxKy  of  m 
injijftice^  He  laid  "  that  a  general  outcry  would 
be  raifed  againft  fo  precipitate  and  unprovoked  a 
rupture,  after  the  late  xatification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace."  But  perceiving,  that  this  part  of  his  dif« 
courfe  was  not  fo  well  relifhed  as  die  former,  he 
did  not  enlarge  upon  it ;  and  contented  himielf 
with  obferving,  *'  that  a  little  time  might  poflibly 
fidminiller  a  juft  occafion  of  ^  war^  which  at  pre^ 
fent  there  was  not/* 

The  king  yielded  to  the  full  evidence  of  tfaefir 
truths ;  but  the  duke  was  very  much  difpleaied, 
that  the  chancellor  (hould  poiitiveiy  endeavour  to 
crofs  him  in  an  affair,  upon  which  his  heart  was  (a 
much  fet.  The  fubjed,  however,  was  feemin^y 
dropt,  and  for  fome  months,  there  was  no  mox^ 
mention  of  it  in  the  court,  though  the  periboSy 
who  firfl  laid  the  defign,  ftill  cultivated  it  fecrctiyi 
^nd  made  litde  of  bringing  it  at  la£t  to  pais, 

Vod}houie$        During  the  laft  (hort  feffion  of  parliament,  tbofir 
reduced  into      j^^^^  advifers  of  a  war  with  Holland  did  not  for* 

a  menacing      * 

addrcfr  get  what  they  had  to  do.    They  knew,  indeed, 

^tciu^         that  it  was  not  a  good  feafon  to  fpcalf  of  raifing 

frefh 
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^dh  fuppSies  of  money,  which  the  king  himfelf 
lad  forborne  to  mention,  that  the  people  might 
feeooefeflion  at  leafl:  pals  without  new  impofi-  1664. 
dons ;  and  therefore,  that  it  would  be  improper  to 
propofe  a  war  in  direft  terms.  However,  they 
made  (ach  an  approach  towards  it,  as  might  ren- 
der a  Either  advance  much  more  eafj.  The  mer- 
chants in  die  committee  of  trade,  who  had  all  pri- 
vate views  of  intereft  in  this  bufinefe,  and  who 
were  alfo  entirely  governed  by  the  didates  of  the 
Suke  of  York,  lamented  mticK  the  obftruftions 
and  <£i€OUTagements,  which,  theyfaid,  they  had 
long  found  in  their  commerce  by  fea,  and  with 
other  nations,  and  which  were  not  removed  by  the 
Wefled  return  of  the  king,  all  which  they  imputed' 
to  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the  Hollanders.  They 
aftrted,  *•  that  diofe  infblent  republicans  obferved 
no  laws  of  commerce,  nor  any  conditions,  which 
even  Aey  themfelves  confenred  to :  that  by  their 
fraud  and  praftice  the  Englifh  were  almofk  driveti 
out  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  and  had  their 
ttddt  in  Turkey  and  Africa  much  diminilhed: 
that,  befides  many  other  unfufFerable  indignities 
oflfered  by  them  to  his  majefty  and  to  the  crown  of 
England,  his  fubjedks  had  in  few  years  foftained 
Ae  damage  of  feven  or  eight  hundred  thoufa«d 
pdunds  fterling ;"  and  here  they  added  a  particular 
in^s^ce  in  the  lofs  of  the  two  (hips  before-men-» 
lionf  d. 

A  report 
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CHAP.         A  report  of  all  thofc  pretended  grievances 
^      I      J  made  to  parliament  from  the  committee  of  trade ; 
1664.       and  after  a  very  fhort  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of 
fuch  complaints,  the  commons  refolved,  and  eafily 
obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  lords  in  die  fame 
refolution^  ^*  That  the  wrongs^  difhonours,  and 
indignities  done  to  his  majefty  by  the  fubjedb  of 
the  United  Provinces  in  Jndta,  Africa,  and  eUe^ 
iK^here,  and  the  damages  done  by  them  to  the  Eiv- 
gliQi  merchants,  are  the  greateft  obflruftions  of 
the  trade  of  England:  that  the  fame  be  fpeedily 
prefented  to  his  majefty,  and  he  be  moved  xx)  take 
fome  efieftual  courfe  for  redrefs  of  thefe  injuries^ 
and  all  others  of  the  like  nature,  and  for  preven- 
tion of  the  like  for  the  future :  and  that,  in  profe- 
cution  thereof,  they  would  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes  aflS^  his  majefty  agsunft  aU  oppofitions 
whadbever/*    An  addrefs,  drawn  up  according  to 
thefe  refolutions,  was  immediately  prefented  by 
1>oth  houfes  to  the  king,  who  next  day  fent  them  a 
written  anfwer,  *<  That  he  was  pleafed  with  their 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  the  removal 
of  all  obftruftions  which  might  hinder  the  (ame  i 
being  convinced  that  nothing  would  more  contri- 
bute to  the  honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  proipe^ 
rity  of  his  people :  that  )ie  would  examine  the 
complaints  which  had  b^en  reprefented  by  his  par- 
liament, and  order  his  minifter  in  Holland  to  de- 
mand fpeedy  reparation  i  and,  in  cafe  of  a  deniali^ 

her 
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he  relied  on  their  promiie  and  declaration  to  ftand       CHAP. 
by  him."  v     J  .^ 

1664. 
Thcivhole  of  this  fcheme  for  obtaining  the  ad- 

clrefs  from  parliament  was  contrived  and  manned 

by  fir'William  Bennet,  fir  Charles  Berkeley,  and 

lord  Aftiley,  a  man  of  much  greater  abilities  than 

cither,  and  of  whofe  recompence  for  this  firft  ex- 

cnion  of  his  ingenuity  to  pleafe  the  duke  of  York 

I  (hati  prefently  have  occafion  to  take  notice.     As 

the  chancellor,  befides  his  other  arguments  to  dif* 

faade  the  king  and  duke  from  any  rupture  with 

the  Dutch,  had  (aid,  "  That  he  did  not  think  the 

parliament  would  be  forward  to  encourage  the 

war  I  and  fince  it  was  a  fubjedb  entirely  in  the 

kin^s  determination,  all  the  odium  of  it  would 

inevitably  hM  upon  his  majefty  and  his  minifters;'* 

it  was  necei^iary,  in  order  to  refute  thefe  aflertions^ 

to  induce  both  houfes  to  manifeft  fuch  warm  re- 

fentment  of  the  fuppofed  wrongs  and  indignities 

fufiered  from  the  Dutch,  as  might  feem  to  force 

the  king  to  a  peremptory  demand  of  reparation. 

By  the  temporary  fuccefs  of  this  artifice,  the  point 

was  gained,  and  the  chancellor  forced  to  withdraw 

his  ofl&nfive  and  unavailing  oppofition. 

It  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  this  firft  ftep  would 
foon  lead  to  adual  hoftilities  -,  and  the  profecution 
of  the  bufinels  to  that  end  could  not  be  put  into 
better  hands,  than  thofc  of  the  perfon  mentioned 

by 
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CHAP.  by  the  king  In  his  anfwer,  who  was  his  niajcfty*s 
>  '  i  refident  at  the  Hague,  and  who  being  alfo  a  mem- 
^^^.  6er  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  had  inflamed  them 
more  than  the  merchants  themfelves  againft  the 
Dutch.  This  was  fir  George  Downing,  a  man  of 
obfcure  birth,  and  more  obfcure  education,  which 
he  had  received  in  part  in  New  England.  He  had 
pafled  through  many  offices  in  Cromwell's  army, 
of  chaplain,  fcout-mafter,  and  other  employments  ; 
and  at  laft  obtained  great  credit  with  the  ufurper, 
and  under  that  countenance  married  a  beautiful 
Jady  of  very  noble  extraftion. 

When  Cromwell  had  fubdued  the  Dutch  to  Ae 
temper  he  wifhed,  and  thereupon  made  a  peace 
with  them,  he  chofe  Downing  to  refide  as  his 
agent  in  Holland,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of 
great  pride  and  infolence,  and  who  would  add  to 
any  imperious  command  of  his  fomewhat  of  the 
bittcrnefs  of  his  own  fpirit.  It  foon  appeared  how 
well  fuited  he  was  to  the  ufurper's  putpofes  in  this 
new  employment  5  for  he  did  fo  fully  execute  his 
charge  in  all  things,  efpecially  when  he  might  ma- 
nifeft  his  animofity  againft  the  royal  party,  that 
having  notice  of  the  king's  being  upon  a  tour  of 
pleafurc  incognito  to  Amfterdam  and  other  town& 
in  the  fame  province,  he  delivered  a  memorial  to 
the  States  of  Holland,  wherein  he  inclofed  the  third 
article  of  their  treaty,  by  which  they  were  obliged 
not  to  fuffer  any  traitor,  rebels  or  any  other  pcrfim, 

who 


THE    REIGN   OF    CHARLES   II.  ^ 

who  was  declared  an  enemy  to  the  commonwealdi      CHAP, 
of  Eoglaoid,  to  refide  or  ftay  in  their  dominions ;  ^ 

and  told  them,  that  Charles  Stewart,  and  the  r^ar-  1664. 
quis  of  Ormond  had  been  lately  in  Amfterdam, 
and  were  ftill  in  fome  places  adjacent;  and  re- 
quired that  they  might  not  be  permitted  to  remain 
in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  States.  Upon 
this  the  States  fent  immediately  to  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  who  was  then  at  her  country  houfe  of 
Hoimflerdyke,  that  if  her  brother  were  then  with 
her,  or  fliould  come  to  her,  he  fhoiild  forthwith 
depart  out  of  their  province.  An  order  to  the 
fame  purport  was  alfo  publifhed  at  the  Hague,  and 
fent  to  Amfterdam  and  other  towns,  according  to 
their  cuftom. 

With  this  rude  pundhiality  Downing  behaved 
himfelf  during  the  life  of  Cromwell,  and  while  his 
fon  retained  the  ufurpation  ;  but  when  he  faw  Ri-* 
chard  thrown  out,  and  that  the  ftrugglcs  and  in- 
trigues, which  followed,  might  lead  to  the  king's 
reftorarion,  he  bethought  himfelf  how  he  might 
have  a  referve  of  his  majefty's  favour.  The  marquis 
of  Ofraond  making  a  journey  about  that  time  in- 
cognito to  the  Hague,  upon  a  marriage  of  his 
cldeft  fon  vrith  a  noble  lady  whofe  friends  lived 
there.  Downing  found  an  opportunity  to  have  a 
private  conference  with  him ;  and  mnjde  an  offer  of 
his  fcrvices  to  the  king,  if  his  devotion  might  be 
oxLceakd,  without  which,  he  faid,  it  would  be 
Toi.  II.  G  ufelefs 
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CHAP.  ufelefs  to  his  majefty.  For  an  earneft  of  Ws  fide- 
t^,  /  ^  lity,  he  informed- the  marquis  of  fome  particulars, 
J  664.  which  were  of  moment  for  the  king  to  know ;  and 
engaged  in  future  to  give  his  majefty  notice  of  any 
thing  that  it  would  be  neceffary  ot  ufcful  to  be  in- 
formed of  with  reference  to  England,  or  Holland. 
The  marquis  thought  it  very  fit  to  accept  of  fuch 
an  inftrument,  and  promifed  him  to  acquaint  his 
majefty  with  his  good  affcftion,  who,  he  prefiimed, 
would  receive  it  gracioufly,  and  give  him  as  much 
encouragement  to  continue  it,  as  his  roajcfly's  pre* 
fent  condition  would  permit.  To  this  the  other 
replied,  that  he  knew  the  king's  prefent  circum- 
ftances  too  well,  to  expe6t  any  reward  firom  him ; 
but  if  his  majefty  would  vouchfafe,  when  he  fhould 
be  reftored,  to  confirm  to  him  the  office  he  then 
held  of  a  teller  in  the  exchequer,  and  continue  him 
in  his  employment  in  Holland,  where  he  prefumed 
he  Ihould  be  able  to  do  his  majefty  more  fervicc 
tlian  a  ftranger  could  do,  he  would  think  himielf 
abundantly  rewarded.  Upon  the  marquis's  return 
to  the  king  at  Bruflels,  he  was  authorized  to  aflure 
Downing  of  his  majefty 's  acceptation,  and  that  all 
that  he  expefted  fhould  be  made  good. 

This  was  the  ground  and  reafon  that,  when  the 
king  came  to  the  Hague  the  year  following  to 
embark  for  England,  he  received  Downing  very 
gracioufly,  and  knighted  him,  and  left:  him  there 
as  his  refident  i  which  many,  who  were  near  the 
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king,  but'  knew  nothing  of  what  had  pafled  fe-      CHAP, 
cretly,  wondered  at  as  much  as  ftrangers,  who  had     ^     /     ^ 
obferved  Downing's  former  behaviour.  The  States        1664, 
ihemfelves,  who  would  not,  at  fuch  a  time,  do  any 
thing  that  might  offend  his  majefty,  could  not  for- 
bear lamenting  in  private,  that  his  majefty  would  de- 
pute a  perfbn  to  have  his  authority,  who  had  never 
ufed  any  other  dialedt  but  threats  to  perfuade  them 
to  whateV6t  he  propofed ;  and  who  at  feveral  times 
had  difobliged  moft  of  their  perfons  by  his  infolence. 
They  foon  had  ftill  more  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  5 
for  Downing  having  found  out  that  the  king  and  . 
duke  were  in  their  hearts  no  friends  to  the  States, . 
he  afTumed  a  ftill  bolder  tone,  and  made  them  feel 
the  full  weight  of  his  increafed  confequence.     He 
never  made  fuch  reprefentations  as  men  in  the  like 
mlniftrics  ufed  to  do,  but  put  the  worft  comments 
upon  all  their  aftions  j  and  when  he  afterwards  fat 
15  a  member  in  the  Enghfti  houfe  of  commons, 
returning  ftill  in  the  interval  of  parliament  to  his 
employment  at  the  Hague,  he  took  all  opportuni- 
::es  to  inveigh  againft  their  ufurpations  in  trade ; 
ind  pretending  to  know  many  of  their  myfteries  of 
Biiquit)%  he  rendered  himfelf  very  acceptable  to 
fee  houfe  by  laying  them  open. 

When  the  province  of  expoftulation  for  the  in-  Rgpjy  ^f  ^^^ 
ries  laid  to  be  fuftained  from  the  Dutch  was  com-  ^^}^  }^  , 
Icred  to  this  their  mortal  enemy,  he  had  his  wi(h,  memon^. 


■ 
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and  ufed  little  modefty  in  urging  jt.  The  &atci 
anfwered,  <*  that  mofl:  of  the  p^irticulars  of  which  h( 
complained,  were  put  under  oblivion  by  the  late 
treaty  j  and  that  in  confideration  thereof  they  had 
yielded  to  many  points  for  the  benefit  of  the  En 
glifli  *:  that  for  the  other  claim,  in  refpedt  to  th 
Jofs  of  the  two  (hips  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  that  like 
wife,  by  the  fame  treaty,  was  referred  to  a  procd 
in  juftice,  againll  which  no  exception  coiald  yet  h 
tsaken  t :  and  laftly,  that  fince  the  conclufion  o 
the  treaty,  which  was  nottnany  month*  before,  no 
thing  could  even  be  pretended  to  have  been  don 
on  their  part,  which  could  give  occafion  to  th 
fmalleft  mifunderftanding.*^  All  this  was  ftridl; 
true  f  but  Downing,  according  to  his  i^aal  mc 

♦  They  bad,  ixi  confequence  of  that  treaty,  fielded  to  on 
point,  highly  difhonourabie  to  themfelves,  and  contrary  to  tli 
laws  of  all  generous  nations:  that  was  the  treacherouflf  givic 
tip  Corbet,  Oke)',  and  Berkftead  to  the  vengeance  of  the  En^ 
court.    Sec  page  i  r6  of  the  firft  volume. 

t  Downing^  however,  foon  found  an  exception,  by  fayif 
that  the  States  made  themfelves  judges  of  the  procefi;  to  whic 
they  replied^  *^  tliat  it  belonged  to  the  cognizance  of.  the  adm 
Falty  of  Amftcrdam,  who  only  had  a  right  to  decide  it."  h 
even  took  another  ftep  to  prevent  any  comprom^  on  accoa 
of  thofe  ihips  with  the  fufficrers ;  for  when  Cary,  a  man  a 
trufled  by  the  claimants  with  the  management  of  the  iaw-fii 
for  one  of  the  fhlps  in  difpute,  would  have  accepted  of  the  ofii 
of  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  he  was  hindered  by  Bowning,  wt- 
told  him,  that  the  claim  was  a  matter  of  flate,  and  not  a  conoer 
^tween  private  peffoos. 

thck 
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thod,  infifted  upon  his  owft  demand  *  ;  and  fre-  CHAP, 

qucndy  reproached  them  with  their  former  fob-  >^  —  ^^  * 

iniffions  to  Cromwell,  and  their  present  prefomp-  1664^ 
tions  upon  the  goodnefs  and  generofity  oi  die  king. 

It  is  without  queftion,  that  the  States  General,  Advantage 
guided  by  the  ftandard  of  their  own  warinefs  and  1,^^^^*"^ 
circumfpeftion,  did  not  fufped  that  the  king  in-  fecunty. 
tended  to  make  war  oft  them.     They  well  knew 
the  ftreights  and  neeeffities  in  which  his  affairs 
ftood,  both  with  reference  to  money,  and  to  the 
fevend  (i^ftempers  of  the  nation  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, which  might  probably  grow  more  dangerous, 
if  there  were  a  foreign  war :  they  concluded,  there- 
fore, that  Downing's  importunities  and  menaces 
were  but  the  rcfoks  of  his  own  impetuofity ;  and 
Jht  the  king  would  not  be  fo  forward  to  interrupt 

*  In  one  of  count  D'Eftrade's  letters,  dated  June  ;,  1664,  he 
E«^  he  had  been  toW  by  De  Wit,  "  that  the  diflference  between 
^flgiand  and  Holland  arofe  on  account  of  Downing's  interefts 
•*lv,  who  had  bought  the  pretended  rights  of  the  merchants 
concerned  in  tbofc  two  (hips,  for  a  trifle :  that  to  this  end  he  in- 
hmed  the  king  pf  England's  council,  raifing  imaginary  griev- 
ioces  and  injuries  received  at  fea  by  the  Engiifh,  which  they 
fever  fiiffend.^  This  was  true  in  part;  but  the  Dutch  fhtef- 
tan  was  not  in  the  fecr^  of  the  refideiit's  private  inftru^onst 
^  could  not  at  that  time  know,  that  HoNand  had  much  more 
kngerous  enemies  i»  the  Engiifh  council  than  Downing,  not*- 
■ithftandiDg  aU  his  feMmefs,  faMehood,  impetuofVry,  and  iikr 
bbcc.  '■'■■: 

G  3  and 
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CHAP.  and  part  with  his  •  own  peac^.  AccoYding  to  this 
»  ^  J  »  perfuafion  they  fent  out  their  trading  (hips  as  ufual^ 
.1664.  without  any  of  thofe  precautions,  which  commonly 
indicate  the  dread  of  hoftiUties.  But^the  royal 
African  company  here  afted  in  a  very  different 
manner.  They  fent  out  a  ftronger  fleet  of  mer- 
chant Ihips  than  they  had  ever  before  done  ;  and 
for  their  better  encouragement,  the  king  lent  thcra 
fome  of  his  own  fhips  for  a  convoy  *.  The  reafoa 
affigned  for  this  was,  that  the  Dutch  had  made  it  a 
common  praftice,  not  only  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  but 
lately  alfo  upon  the  African  coaft,  when  they 
found  that  an  advantageous  tratjfc  w^^  ganried  on 
in  any  port  by  fome  other  nation,  prefently  to.  fend 
their  fliips  to  lie  before  that  port,  and  to  declare 
war  againft  the  prince  to  whom  the  port  belonged; 
which  being  done,  they  publiftied  a  declaration, 
that  it  (hould  not  be  lawful  for  any  iiation  what- 
foever  to  trade  to  the  territories  of  that  prince, 
with  whom  they  were  then  at  war.  The  royal 
company  therefore  pretended  it  was  neceflary  to 
put  their  fleets  in  a  ilate  to  refift  fuch  inifolcncc 
and  ufurpation. 

*  Hiilorians  differ  in  their  account  of  the  number  of  fhips*  d 
which  this  fquadron,  fent  out  under  the  conunand  of  fir  Robert 
Holmes,  confided ;  but  whether  it  was  twenty-two,  or  only  four- 
teen  men  of  war,  it  certainly  far  exceeded  the  ordinary  means  oi 
peaceful  fecurity,  and  mapifciled  a  hoAiie  defign.  Holmes's  con- 
dud  foon  put  the  matter  beyond  a  doubt. 
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Not  long  after  the  departure  of  this  fleet,  in  or-  ClfAP. 
der  to  fliew  that  fuch  fteps  had  been  taken  only  ^  ^'  ' 
for  the  iake  of  felf-defence,  and  to  aiTert  the  rights  1664. 
and  freedom  of  our  trade,  the  king  ordered  a  com- 
plaint of  the  above-mentioned  praftice  of  the 
Dutch  t^  be  added  to  the  Itft  of  other  grievances ; 
and  required  Downing  to  demand  a  poiitive  re- 
nunciation of  all  pretence  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch 
to  fuch  an  odious  ufurpation.  To  this  complaint 
and  demand  they  deferred  making  an  anfwer,  till 
their'  embafiador  had  prefented  a  memorial  to  the 
king  on  a  recent  injury,  which  they  complained  of 
in  their  turn.  Captain  Holmes,  who  commanded 
the  (hips  of  war,  which  the  king  had  lent  to  the 
the  royal  company  for  the  convoy  of  their  fleet  to 
Guinea^  had,  in  the  voyage  thither,  ai&ulted  and 
taken  the  Dutch  forts  and  fettlements  in  the  neigh** 
bouAood  of  Cape  Verde*.  Of  this  invalion  their 
embaflador  made  a  loud  complaint ;  and  demanded 
that  the  cafHain  might  be  puniflied  feverely,  and 
that  the  king  might,  in  the  mean  time,  give  a  pre- 
fent  order  to  him,  the  embaflador,  for  the  re-de- 
livery of  thofe  places,  which  he  wouy  trai>fmit  to 

*  He  not  only  expelled  die  Dutch  from  Cape  Corfe,  to  which 
tke  Engliih  court  pretended  they  had  a  title;  but  feixcd  on  all 
tfadr  fettlements  at  Cape  Verde,  and  in  the  iiland  of  Goree. 
Thcn«  after  erecting  a  fort  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  he 
proceeded  all  along  the  coall  of  Guinea,  leaving  the  Dutch  no 
other  pofleffions  there  than  two  fiorts,  Achin  and  St.  Georgjp  de 
Mina,  which  he  did  not  attack; 
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CHAP. 
I. 

^ . — '^ 


his  mafters.  The  king  told  the  embafl^or  that 
the  captain,  if  he  had  done  any  fuch  thing,  had 
not  the  leaft  commiiEon  or  authority  for  fo  do- 
ing J  that  he  was  now  on  his  way  homeward, 
fo  that  h^  might  be  expefted  fpeedihy,  and 
then  he  fliould  be  fure  to  undergo  fuch  pu- 
nilhment  as  the  nature  of  his  offence  required, 
when  the  matter  (hould  be  examined  ^  and  they 
fhould  then  receive  fall  reparation  *. 


^he  treache- 
ry retaliated. 


The  States  began  now  to  think  ferioully  of  ho- 
ftile  preparation ;  but  as  they  found  they  had  been 
ufed  treacheroufly,  they  refolved  to  retaliate  by 
means  of  fome  fimilar  artifice.  Large  fleets  were 
at  this  time  equipping  both  in  Holland  and  En- 
gland  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  contending  for 
fjperiority  on  the  African  coaft ;  but  when  the 
Engliih  fleet  under  the  command  of  prince  Rupert 
was  almoft  ready  to  fail,  the  Dutch  embaiSidor 
prefented  to  the  king  an  humble  defire  from  the 
States,  that  Prince  Rupert's  fleet  might  ftay  in 
harbour,  as  their's  likewife,  that  was  prepared  for 
Guinea,  fhould,  till  fome  means  might  be  found 
for  the  accommodation  of  all  differences,     They 


*  In  order  to  keep  up  the  deception  a  little  longer,  Holmes, 
upon  his  return,  was  confined  to  the  Tower;  but  being  foon 
after  fet  at  liberty,  and  no  fteps  having  been  taken  to  re^refs  the 
injury  he  had  done  the  States,  it  was  very  evident  that  he  had 
not  afted  from  the  impulfe  of  wanton  infolcnce,  but  by  the  ex- 
prcfe  orders  of  the  duke  of  York. 

had 
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had  two  dbjcdks  in  view,  firft  to  amufe  the  Englifh,      CHAP. 
while  they  fent  fecret  orders  to  De  Ruyter,  then   i        '    .m 
cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  make  all  poffible        1664. 
haftc  with  his  fleet  to  Guinea,  to  recover  their  late 
lofles ;  and  next  to  gain  time,  in  hopes  that  their 
homeward-bound  fleets  of  merchantmen  might  re- 
turn before  the  commencement  of  hoftili'ties.  They 
accompliihed  one  of  thefe  objeds,  but  in  the  other 
they  were  miferably  difappointed. 

At  the  time  of  De  Ruyter*s  being  firft  fent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  the  purport  of  his  commiflion 
was  to  cruize  againft  the  pirates  of  Algiers  and 
Tunis,  who  had,  in  truth,  preyed  very  much  upon 
the  Dutch,  taken  many  of  their  (hips,  and  had 
abundance  of  their  fubjefts  in  chains.  When  that 
fleet  was  ordered  out  by  the  Dutch,  their  embaflfa-  . 
dor  had  reqvjefted  of  the  king,  that  his  majefty's 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Lawfon,  which  was 
then  in  thofe  parts,  and  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
might  upon  all  occalions  join  with  De  Ruyter, 
when  opportunities  fhould  be  offered  thereby  to 
infeft  the  Turks  ;  to  which  his  majefty  confented. 
But  the  two  naval  commanders,  inftead  of  fuch  an 
amicable  union,  fent  home  different  complaints  of 
each  other.  De  Ruyter  faid,  that  upon  meeting. 
Lawfon  in  the  Mediterranean,  he  laluted  the  En- 
glifli  admiral,  who  did  not  return  the  compli- 
ment, as  he  ought  to  have  done  according  to  an 
cxprefs  ftipulation  in  the  treaty  of  1662.  Lawfon, 

on 


9© 


CHAP. 
I. 

* . ' 

1664. 


SECRET   HISTORY    OF 

on  his  part,  complained^  that  the  fole  buiinefs  of 
the  Dutch  admiral  appeared  to  be  to  ranfom  the 
captives  with  money,  not  to  exaft  the  delivery  of 
them  by  force,  and  to  make  an  accommodation 
for  the  time  to  come  as  well  as  he  could  ;  and  that 
when  the  Eqglifli  fleet  was  at  any  time  in  purluit 
.  of  the  Algprines,  ^d  expefted  that  the  Dutch,  by 
whom  they  muft  pafs,  would  have  giyen  a  litde 
flop  to  their  flight,  which  they  might  ealily  have 
done,  they  rather  aflifted  than  obftrufted  their 
efcape.  There  was  certainly  a  great  deal  of  truth 
in  thofc  mutual  reproaches. 


F!regrefs  of 
reciprocal 
provocations 
and  injuries. 


Intelligence  was  foon  brought  that  De  Ruyter, 
having  concluded  a  hafly  and  diflionourable  peace 
with  the  pirates,  h^d  repaflfed  the  Streights,  with 
an  intent,  as  was  naturaUy  conjedured,  to  (ail  to 
Guinea.  As  it  was  noyr  too  late  to  oppofe  him  io 
that  quarter,  the  king  thought  he  might  juftly 
feize  upon  any  fhips  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  to 
fatisfy  die  damage  that  he  could  not  but  fuftain 
from  De  Ruyter's  unrefifted  operations  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  It  being  now  therefore  the  feafon 
when  the  Dutch  fleets  returned  with  their  wines 
from  Bourdeaux,  Rochelle,  and  other  parts  of 
France,  fuch  of  them,  as  were  forced  by  the  wea- 
ther tp  put  into  the  Englifli  harbours,  were  (eized 
upon  ;  and  the  duke  of  York  having  put  him(elf 
on  board,  with  a  fleet  of  about  fifty  iail,  upon  the 
report  of  the  Dutch  being  come  out  to  defend 

theirs. 
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theirs,  took  a  great  many  more  of  their  merchant- 
men, even  upon  their  own  coafts,  which  they  chofe 
rather  to  fuffer,  than  to  venture  out  of  their  ports  x66^ 
to  relieve  them.  That  this  proceeding  might  not 
appear  an  open  breach  of  the  late  treaty,  or  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nations,  the  captured  (hips 
were  not  immediately  condemned,  but  were  or- 
dered to  be  kept  unladen  and  unhurt,  till  advice 
fliould  be  received  from  Guinea  of  what  De  Ruy* 
ter  had  done  there.  This,  indeed,  was  merely  to 
keep  up  appearances,  as  it  was  juftly  prefumed  that 
he  would  retaliate  the  violence  committed  by 
Holmes.  He  did  not  dilappoint  fuch  expefta- 
tions;  for  not  content  with  retaking  the  places 
feized  upon  by  Holmes,  he  difpoffeffed  the  EngUlh 
of  many  other  forts  and  fettlements  of  their  own, 
took  feveral  of  their  (hips  in  thofe  parts,  and  then 
failing  to  America,  he  exercifed  all  the  a£ts  of  ho- 
ftility  there  which  his  commiflion  authorized  him 
to  do,  and  made  an  attempt  upon  Barbadoes,  but. 
without  fuccefs. 

Some  time  before  any  intelligence  was  received 
of  De  Ruyter*s  proceedings,  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany complained  and  informed  the  king, .  that, 
when  their  officer  had  demanded  the  re-delivery  of 
the  ifland  of  Poleron,  according  to  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  late  treaty,  and  had  prefented  to  the 
Dutch  governor  of  that  ifland  the  orders  from  the 
States,  given  by  their  embaflador  at  London,  the 

.  governor, 
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CHAP.  governor,  after  making  the  Englilh  officer  with  his 
t  '  M  fliip  and  men  wait  for  two  or  three  days,  then  tcdd 
^^  him,  that  upon  a  betterperufal  of  thofe  orders, 
he  found  they  were  not  fufficient,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  give  up  the  place,  till  he  fliould  receive 
fuller  inftru(ftions.  In  confequence  of  this  fraudu- 
lent evafion,  they  faid,  their  officer  and  (hip,  which 
had  been  fent  at  a  great  charge,  was  necefficated  to 
return,  'without  any  efFeft  than  the  affront  and  in^ 
dignity  to  his  majefly. 

Such  was  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  reciprocal 
provocations  and  injuries,  before  either  country 
publicly  avowed  and  proclaimed  its  hoftile  defigns, 
according  to  the  forms  very  properly  fanftioned 
by  the  law  of  nations,  but  too  often  difregarde4 
even  by  thofe  that  call  themfelves  moft  civilized. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      11. 

Newfeffions  of  parUamcnt-^Vote  of  thanks  to  the  city 
of  London — Contrivance  to  obtain  an  unprecedented 

fupply^-^^Farious  embajjies  to  foreign  courts-^J'reaiy 
entered  into  with  the  bijhop  of  Munfter — Mifma- 
nagement  of  the  ftavy  fince  the  king's  return — All 
^ces  and  commiJjUons  fold  to  the  higbejl  bidder — 
Stores  embezzled  with  impuniiy^^New  modelling  of 
the  navy^board—^Silly  blufiering  of  the  court— Unjvft 
rules  for  the  adjudication  of  prizes-^-^Bad  effe£ls  of 
encouraging  privateers — CommiJJion  to  prevent  the 
prize-money  from  being  carried  to  the  public  account 
'■-^Nightly  meetings  at  lady  Caftlemaine" s — Exlraor- 
dinaryfcheme  of  toleration  defeated — Religion  turned 
into  ridicule — Firji  appearance  of  the  plague-^fVar 
declared  againji  the  Dutch — tino  creations — Du- 
plicity of  the  French  court — ViElory  atfea — Caufe  of 
not  purjuing  the  fuccefs — Command  of  the  fleet  given 
to  the  earl  of  Sandwich — The  court  removed  to  Sa- 
lijbury — Faint  avowal  of  the  French  king^s  treaty 

,  with  Holland — De  IVitfs  indefatigable  exertions—' 
Reception  of  Mr.  Coventry  in  Sweden — Dif reput- 
able agreement  with  Denmark — The  Danijh  king^s 
fhamelefs  perfidy-^The  parliament  convened  at  Ox" 
fard—Fote  of  frefh  fuppUes — Five  mile  AEi — In* 

novations 
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novations  in  the  exchequer — l)i/grace  incurred  by  the 
earl  of  Sandwich — Menaces  afid  departure  of  the 
French  embajfadors. 

CHAP.      T  T  THEN  there  was  riow  iio  remedy,  and  the 
^       '    .       W     war  was  aftually  made,  though  not  dd- 
x664.        elated,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  refort 
New  fcffions    ^^  parliament,  which,  after  having  been  twice  pro- 
rfparlia.        rogued,  met  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November. 
The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes,  did  not 
fail  to  remind  them,  that  he  had  proceeded  thus 
far,  in  confequence  of  th^ir  earneft  advice  and  re- 
folution.    He  informed  them  of  the  preparations 
•  he  had  already  made,  upon  the  ftock  of  his  own 
credit :  he  had,  he  faid,  fet  out  a  fleet  not  inferior 
•  to  any  England  had  ever  feen,  and  which  had  coft 
him  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds :  he  expreiled 
his  confidence  in  their  zeal  and  affedtion  to  vindi- 
cate his  honour  and  their  country's  rights :  he  took 
notice  of  a  vile  jealoufy,  which  had  been  fcattered 
abroad  by  fome  ill  men,  that  when  parliament 
fliould  give  him  a  noble  and  proportionable  fupply 
for  the  fupport  of  the  war,  he  might  be  induced 
to  make  a  fudden  peace,  and  to  keep  the  money 
for  his  own  occafions :  fo  unworthy  a  jealoufy,  he 
was  fure,  did  not  deferve  an  anfwer :  nor  would  he 
be  thought  to  have  fo  brutilh  an  inclination  as  to 
love  war  for  war's  fake:  he^  defired  no  blefling 
more  than  to  fee  a  firm  peace  between  all  Chriftian 

princes 
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princes  and  ftates  ;  but  when  he  was  compelled  to      CHAP. 
enter  into  a  war  for  the  prote6kion,  honour,  and  t 
benefit  of  his  fubjefts,  he  would  not  make  a  peace,        1664, 
till  he  had  obtained  and  fecured  thofe  ends,  for 
which  the  war  was  entered  into.     After  thefe  af- 
furanccs,  his  majefty  told.ihem  he  had  ordered  a 
written  narrative  concerning  the  treaty  and  manner 
of  proceeding  with  the  Dutch  to  be  laid  before 
both  houfes,  as  the  chancellor  was  prevented  by 
iUnefs  from  attending  in  his  place  to  relate  thofe 
paniculars  *. 


*  Mr.  Echard  thinks  the  chancellor's  indifpofition  at  thi« 
time  was  rather  political  than  real,  on  account  of  his  being  ut* 
lerlj  againft  the  war.  But  the  plaulibility  of  fuch  a  conjedure 
will  vaniih,  when  we  find  that  the  vote  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  for  the  fupport  of  the  war  was  recommended  this  very  fef- 
iion  by  the  chancellor  and  treafurer  only,  and  obtained  by  theic 
Qncommon  exertions  and  addreis.  Thofe  two  friends  had,  in- 
deed, at  firft  endeavoured  to  dilluade  the  king  from  fo  unjuft 
and  fo  impolitic  a  war;  but  as  foon  as  it  was  determined  upon, 
and  the  blow  Ifaruck,  none  of  thofe,  who  promoted  it,  contri- 
buted fo  much  to  the  carrying  it  on,  as  the  former  two*  This 
may  fecm  ftrange;  but  it  is  very  clearly  accounted  for  in  page 
72  of  the  firft  volume,  where  the  author  takes  notice  of  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  trait  in  the  chancellor's  chara(Eter.  *^  Such 
was  his  fenfe  of  official  duty,  that  if  any  meafure  vas  refolved 
upon  in  the  cabinet,  however  contrary  to  his  opinion  and 
advice,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  afterwards  to  fupport  it  id 
parliament  with  the  utmoft  ftrenuoufheis."  Thti,  however^ 
was  a  very  weak  excufe  for  exerting  all  his  influence  in  the  fup- 
port of  meafures  reprobated  by  hb  own  judgment,  and  pregnant 
with  ruin  te  his'oouatry. 

The 
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The  only  immediate  proof,  which  the  pfarlia^ 
ment  gave  of  tlieir  approbation  of  what  had  been 
1664.        done,  was  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  city  of  London  * 
Vote  of  for  having  affifted  his  majefty  with  a  loan  of  one 

dhJ^fLl)^n.*^   hundred  thoufand  pounds,  towards  the  neceflkry 
«on.  equipment  of  the  fleet.  But  after  this  there  feemed 

to  be  a  great  fufpenfiori  in  the  matter  of  fupplies. 
It  was  quickly  difcovered,  that  there  was  not  the 
fame  alacrity  in  either  houfe  towards  a  war  now,  as 
there  had  been  when  they  prefented  their  addrefs  ^ 
and  that  they  would  have  been  much  better  pleafed, 
if  any  expedient  had  been  found  for  a  reconcilia- 
tion, and  if  Holmes  had  been  called  to  a  fevere 
account  for  giving  the  firft  offence  by  his  invafion 
of  the  Dutch  fettlements  at  Cape  Verde  arid  oii' 
the  coaft  of  Guinea.  This  was  a  ftep,  which  thofd 
of  his  majefty*s  council,  who  were  utterly  againd 
the  war,  had  preflTed  with  great  earneftnefs, ,  upon 
Holmes*8return,andbefore  any  more  mifchief  done; 
but  the  lenity  he  met  with  made  many  believe,  that 
he  had  done  nothing  without  warrant  ot  promtfe  of 
proteftion.  As  to  the  recent  complaint  againft  the 
Dutch  for  tlieir  breach  of  the  treaty  in  not  reftoring 
%  the  ifland  of  Poleron,  their  embaflador  difclaimed 

any  e\^afivc  intention  on  the  part  of  the  States }  and 
jirotefted,  that  the  not  delivery  of  the  place  pro- 
ceeded only  for  want  of  an  order  from  the  governor 


*  'This  vote  was  communicated  to  the  ci^  by  a  deputation  of 
fix  lords  and  twelve  commonen* 

of 
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of  Bsuavia,  which  order  came  the  next  day  after      CHAP, 
the  Ekiglifli  fhip  was  departed;  but  that  notice  was     t     /    ^ 
immediately  given  to  the  Englifli  faftory  at  Ban-        1664. 
tarn,  that  the  fartie  or, another  Englifti  (hip  might 
be  fent  to  receive  the  ifland ;  to  which  the  embaf- 
fador  added,  "  he  was  confident  it  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Enghlh."     Though  the  caufe  of  the . 
delay  was  juftly  fufpefted,  it  is  certain  that  the 
Dutch  h^d  at  this  time  given  up  the  ifland,  in  the 
hope  of  thereby  preventing  a  rupture.    When  they 
found   themfelves  difappointed,  they  did  not  let 
flip  the  firft  opportunity  of  retaking  it* 

But  whatever  room  was  ftiU  left  for  negociation^ 
too  much  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  violence  to 
expert  an  honourable  peace,  without  very  notable 
preparations  for  a  war.  This  required  ready  mo- 
ney ;  for  though  nothing  was  more  pofitively  af- 
ferted  at  firft,  than  that  the  war  would  maintain  it* 
felf,  and  though  orders  had  been  fpecioufly  given 
to  prefervc  the  Dutch  prizes  for  that  purpofe,  yet 
it  foon  appeared  that  a  great  part  of  their  cargoes 
had  been  embezzled,  or  difpofed  of,  even  before 
they  were  adjudged  to  be  prizes ;  and  there  was 
too  much  caufe  to  fear,  that  very  little  of  the  reft 
would  be  applied  to  the  public  fervice.  The  par- 
liament, therefore,^  being  privately  tampered  with, 
now  again  promifed  fiurly,  and  entered  upon  con- 
fultation  about  the  fupplie^.  As  no  time  was  to  be 
loft,  the  king  commanded  the  chancellor  and  the 

VOL.  II-  \  H  treafurcr 
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treafurcf  to  luve  a^  cneeting  of  thofe  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  with  whom  they  had  been 
ufed  to  confer,  and  to  whom  he  had  joined  the 
new  favourites  before-mentioned,  to  adjuft  together 
what  fum  (hould  be  aiked,  and  in  what  mamier  to 
propofe  and  conduft  it. 

The  meeting  of  thbfe  perfons  appointed  by  the 
king  was  held  at  Worcefter- houfe,  where  the  chan- 
cellor ai^d  the  creafurer,  both  of  whom  had  at  firft 
concurred  in  the  fame  oppoiition  to  any  immediate 
quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  told  the  others,  "  that 
there  was  no  more  debate  now  to  be,  war  or  no 
war :  it  was  come  upon  us  ;  and  we  were  at  prefent 
only  to  contrive  the  beft  way  of  carrying  it  on  with 
iuccefs,  which  could  only  be  done  by  raifing  a 
great  fum  of  money,  that  the  enemy  might  fee, 
we  were  prepared  to  continue,  as  well  as  to  b^in 
it.*'  Thofe,  on  the  contrary,  who  had  maaifefted 
the  greateft  eagernefs  for  the  war,  fir  Harry  Ben- 
het^  Mr.  William  Coventry,  and  their  friends, 
were  of  opinion,  ^^  that  there  (hould  not  be  a  great 
fum  demanded  at  prefent,  but  only  fo  much  as 
might  carry  out  the  fleet  in  the  fpring,  and  pro« 
vide  for  the.fommer's  iervice  ;  and  thctx,  that  the 
war  being  once  thoroughly  entered  into,  another 
and  a  better  fupply  might  be  got  about  Michael- 
mas, when  there  was  reafon  to  hope  that  fomegood 
fuccefs  would  difpofe  all  men  to  a  finmk  proiccu* 
tion  of  the  war/'' 

Such 
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Such  a  backwardnefs,  on  the  expediency  of  any      CHAP* 
confiderable  demand,   was  leaft  of  all  expefted 


V-.V ^ 


from  thofe  gentlemen,  who  had  hitherto  inflamed  i66j. 
the  king  with  an  afiurance,  that  he  could  not  afk 
more  money  of  the  parliament:  than  they  would 
readily  give  him,  if  he  were  engaged  in  this  war^ 
which  the  whole  kingdom  fo  much  defired.  It 
was  not  lefs  remarkable  to  fee  the  chancellor  and 
treafurcr,  who  had  deprecated  the  rupture  before 
the  ftriking  of  a  blow,  now  that  it  had  taken  place< 
contending  for  large  fupplies  to  profecute  it  with 
vigour  and  effedt.  They  faid,  "  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  could  never  be  in  a  better  difpofition  to 
give  than  at  prefent :  that  hereafter  they  might 
grow  weary  and  apt  to  find  fault  with  the  conduft, 
cfpecially  when  it  flioul^^  found  that  the. country 
was  not  fo  well  pleafcd  with  the  v^rar,  as  it  was  con- 
ceived to  be ;  whereas  now  the  war  was  begun,  and 
the  kii^  engaged  in  it  as  much  as  he  could  be  after 
ten  battles,  and  all  upon  the  defire  and  promife  of 
parliament,  they  could  not  refufe  to  give  any  thing 
propofed  within  the  compafs  of  that  reafon,  which 
all  underftanding  men  might  examine  and  judge 
of:  that  it  was  evident  enough  that  the  true  ground 
of  all  the  confidence,  which  the  Dutch  had,  was 
from  the  opinion  of  the  king's  neceflities  and  want 
of  money,  and  their  belief  that  the  parliament 
would  fupply  him  very  fparingly,  and  not  long  con- 
tinue fttch  an  expence  as  a  war  at  fea  muft  re- 
quire i  in  which  imagination  they  would  be  con- 
H  2  firmed, 
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CHAP.      firmed,  if,  at  the  beginning,  they  faw  parlianient 

^       '    I     give  liim  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  as  feemed  to  ht 

1665.        implied  by  what  the  other  gentlemen  had  faid." 

Having  thus  demonftrated  the  impolicy  of  a 
a  fcanty  fupply,  the  chancellor  and  treafurer  de- 
clared, "  that  they  thought  it  abfolutely  ncccflary 
that  the  king*s  friends  (houldmove  for  fuch  a  fum 
£Ls  might,  upon  a  proper  eftimate,  carry  on  the  war 
for  a  full  year,  that  is,  a  fufficiency  for  fet^ing  out 
the  prefent  fleet,  and  paying  it  crfFupon  its  return, 
and  for  fetting  out  another  fleet  the  next  fpring : 
if  this  were  now  done/*  they  faid,  "  his  majefty 
would  riot  be  involved  in  importunate  neceflStics 
the  next  winter,  but  he  might  calmly  and  delibe- 
rately confider  upon  fuch,  farther  fupplies,  as  the 
experience  of  what  would  be  then  paft  (ht>uld  fug- 
geft  to  be  neceflary ;  and  that  this  would  give  his 
majefty  fuch  a  reputation  with  all  his  neighbours, 
and  ftrike  fuch  a  terror  into  his  enemies,  as  would 
probably  difpofe  them  to  a  peace."  They  ob(cr\*ed, 
"  that  the  beft  method  to  compute  what  the  ex- 
pence  might  amount  to  in  a  year,  would  be,  by 
reflefting  on  the  difproportion  of  the  chai^  we 
were  already  engaged  in,  and  what  had  been  efti- ' 
mated  four  months  fince,  when  the  war  was  defign- 
ed  :  that  it  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Coventry,  who 
had  been  always  prefent  at  thofe  conferences,  that 
it  had  been  faid  by  the  moft  experienced  fea-offi- 
cers,  and  thofe  who  liad  fought  in  former  battles 

againil 
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againft  the  Dutch,  that  a  feet  of  forty  or  fifty  fucb      ^^^^^^ 

jbipSy  as  the  king^s  were^  would  be  frengtb  fufficient     v    ,  /  .,; 

to  beat  the  whole  'Dutch  navy  out  of  the  narrow  feas ;         1665. 

and  one  very  eminent  man  among  them  faid,  he 

wrndd  not  defire  above  fifty  Jhips  to  fight  with  all  they 

had^  and  that  he  was  confident  a  greater  number  than 

fifty  could  Hev£r  be  brought  to  fight  orderly  and  ufsfully ; 

and  yet  chat  there  were  at  prefent  no  fewer  thaij 

fourfcore  good  (hips  preparing  for  the  duke,  and 

die  charge  in  other  particulars  appeared  already  to 

amount  to  double  the  fum  that  was  at  firft  com-    . 

puted.**    The  chancellor  and  treafurer  therefor^ 

concluded,  "  that  a  lefs  fum  than  two  millions  and 

a  half  ought  not  to  be  propofed,  and  when  once 

propofed,  ought  to  be  infilled  on,  and  purfued 

widiout  confenting  to  any  diminution;  for  that 

nobody  could  conceive  it  would  do  more  than 

maintain  the  war  one  year,  which  the  parliament 

could  not  refofe  to  provide  for  in  the  beginning  s 

and  there  being,  in  truth,  fo  much  of  it  already 

expended  in  the  preparations  and  expedition  the 

duke  had  made  in  November,  when  he  went  to 

fea  in  purfuit  of  the  Dutch  merchantmen,  and 

thought  it  neceflary  to  employ  as  great  a  force  as ,  • 

poffible,  in  cafe  their  fleets,  as  was  expefted,  Ihould 

come  out  of  dipir  harbours  for  the  protedion  pf 

their  trade." 

There  was  not  a  man  of  thofe,  who  ftirunk  from 

the  meafurp,  that  did  not  heartily  ^yifli  that  fum 

H3  ox 
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CHAP.  or  a  greater  to  be  propofed  and  granted ;  but  they 
i  all  protefted,  that  they  could  not  advif«  fo  prodi- 
i66j.  gious  a  fum  (hould  be  even  named ;  and,  that,  as 
it  was  not  proper  for  ^ny  of  his  majefty's  lervants 
%o  make  fuch  a  motion,  they  did  not  know  any 
one  man,  who  had  the  courage  to  attempt  it,  or 
who  would  be  perfuaded  to  it.  The  two  lords  con- 
continued  very  obftinate,  that  a  lefs  fum*  Ihould 
not  be  named  for  the  reafons  they  had  given :  thq^  I 
acknowledged  that  the  propofal  in  the  houfe  ought 
not  to  be  made  by  any  man,  who  had  relation  to 
the  court,  or  was  thought  to  be  in  any  grace  there 
that  might  influence  him  5  nor  yet  by  any  gentle- 
man of  a  fmall  eftate,  as  it  might  be  faid,  he  was 
very  liberal  in  grants,  towards  which  he  himfelf 
was  likely  to  contribute  very  little.  It  was  necef- 
fary  therefore  to  think  of  fome  members,  who  were 
looked  upon  as  lovers  of  their  country,  and  vfhok 
great  fortunes  would  put  them  beyond  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  having  any  defigns  at  court.  Mr.  Coventi}' 
named  five  or  fix  perfons,  of  whom  he  faid  the 
houfe  had  a  very  good  opinion ;  but  he  feared  that 
none  of  them  could  be  prevailed  with  to  under- 
take the  bufinefs.  The  two  lords  engaged  to  try 
what  might  be  done  next  morning,  in  order,  if 
poffible,  not  to  have  the  motion  for  fupplics  de- 
ferred any  longer  than  till  the  following  day. 

The  .chancellor  and  the  treafurer  chofe  out  of  the 
perfons  mentioned  three  Norfolk  gentlemen,  bc- 

Cau(e 
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caufe  they  were  good  friends  and  graceful  to  etch      CHAP: 
others  and  fent  to  defire  an  interview  with  them,   i        '     ^ 
Here  the  chaficellor  repeated  the  former  arguments       4M5. 
on  the  neceffity  of  a  liberal  vote  at  the  prefent  junc- 
ture; and  (aid,  that  he  had  therefore  defired  to 
confer  with  them  on  the  beft  method  of  obtaining 
it,  as  he  was  well  aflured  both  of  their  good  ailbc- 
tions  to  the  king,  and  the  great  influence  their 
opinion  would  have  xTpon  the  houfc.   They  readily 
promifed  their  concurrence,  and  their  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  compafs  what  the  king  (hould  defire. 
To  this  the  chancellor  replied,  that  fomething  more 
was  expeAed  from  them;  and  then  mentioning 
the  exaft  (urn  of  two  millions  and  a  half,  &id,  that 
he  hoped  they  would  not  only  afient  to  it,  but  that, 
when  the  debate  (hould  be  entered  upon,  which 
was  intended  to  be  next  day,  one  of  them  would 
propofe  this  fum,  s^d  the  others  fecond  the  mo- 
tion.   They  locked  at  each  other  for  a  little  time, 
as  if  in  furprife :  at  U&  one  confefTed,  that  though 
the  reafons  for  a  liberal  fupply  appeared  to  him 
very  juft,  yet  he  did  not  expedt  the  demand  of  fo 
prodigious  a  fura,  which  he  believed  had  never  yet 
been  mentioned  in  parliament  to  be  granted  at  one 
time :  he  would,  however,  do  his  bed  to  anfwef 
any  obgeftions  that  (hould  be  made  to  it,  biit  de« 
fired  to  be  excufed  as  to  thefirft  propo(ing  it.  An- 
other was  of  the  fame  mind ;  but  the  third,^  fir  Ro- 
bert Prefton,  declared  very  frankly,  "  that  if  they 
believed  him  fit  to  do  it,  he  would  ^ropofe  it  the 
H  4  next 
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CHAP,      next  morning,   let  other   men  think  what  dicy 

M  would  of  him  for  it."    The  two  lords  g^vc  him 

i66j.       their  waraieil  thanks,  and  faid  what  was  necefiary 

to  confimi  him  in  his  rcfolution,  and  the  other 

gentlemen  in  their  prpmife  to  (econd  him. 

So  deficate  a  point  having  beien  thus  fatisfaiflo- 
rily  fetded,  notice  was  given  to  fir  Harry  Bonnet 
and  Mr.  Coventry  to  call  for  the  debate  next  day, 
which  was  entered  into  with  readinefs,  eyery  pian 
acknowledging  the  neceffity  of  it,  and  the  obliga- 
tion they  were  linder  to  make  good  their  former 
affurances,  but  nobody  venturing  to  name  the  pro- 
portion that  Ihould  be  given.  When  the  houfe 
was  in  a  deep  filence,  expefting  that  motion^  fir 
Robert  Prefton,  who  was  no  frequent  fpeaker,  flood 
up;  and,  after  mentioning  qoncifely  their  former 
>  vote,  the  charge  of  the. war,  and  that  the  prefent 

fupply  ought  to  be  fuch  as  might  terrify  die  enemy, 
as  well  as  afCft  the  king,  he  propofed  to  grant  his 
majefty  five  and  twenty  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  carrying  on  the  war  againft  the  Dutch.  The 
filence  of  the  houfe  wa$  not  broken :  they  fllte  in 
amazement,  until  a  gentleman^  who  was  believed 
to  wifli  well  to  the  king,  without  taking  notice  d* 
what  had  been  propofed,  flood  up  and  moved,  that 
they  might  give  his  majefty  a  much  lefs  propor- 
tion. Then  the  two  others,  as  had  been  previouily 
concerted,  renewed  and  fupported  by  their  bcft 
arguments  fir  Robert's  naotion,  which  feemc4  to 

-  be 
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be  entertained  with  the  confent  of  many,  and  was 
contiadided  by  none;  fo  that,  after  a  (hort  paufe, 
no  man  who  had  any  relation  to  the  court,  faying 
a  word,  the  fpeaker  put  it  to  the  queftion,  and  the 
affirmative  made  a  good  found :  few  gave  their 
negative  aloud,  and  many  fate  filent.  The  vote 
was  prefently  drawn  into  an  order ;  and  the  houfe 
refolved  the  next  day  to  be  in  a  committee,  to 
agree  upon  the  way  that  (hould  be  taken  for  raif- 
ing  this  money,  the  proportion  whereof  could  no 
Oiore  bi^  brought  into  debate. 

This  brave  vote  put  the  king  in  high  fpirits,  and 
renewed,  at  lead  for  a  time,  his  efteem  for,  and 
cronfidence  in  the  two  lords,  through  whofe  advice 
and  mam^ement  it  was  obtained.  It  was  above 
what  he  had  expefked,  or,  indeed,  wilhed  to  be 
propofed^  and  thofe  favourites  of  his,  who  had 
been  at  the  firft  conference,  reprefentcd  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  chancellor  and  treafurer  as  impoffible  to 
be  compared,  not  without  infinuating,  that  it  was 
afieAed  only  to  indifpofe  the  houfe  to  the  war. 
Yet  they  did  not  think  fit  to  vary  from  the  fum, 
tilj  they  faw  the  fuccef?  of  the  motion,  which  the 
lords  were  eng^ed  to  procure  a  fit  perfon  to  make. 
When  they  found  the  conclufion  to  be  fuch  as 
(xnild  be  wi(hed,  they  fell  into  the  oppofite  ex- 
treme,  conmiending  the  counfel,  and  magnifying 
fir  Robert  Prefton's  merit,  for  having  done  his  ma- 
jefty  fo  fignal  and  defirable  a  fcrvice  in  fuch  a  con- 

jun6ture. 


106  SECRET   HISTORY    OF 

CHAP,  junfture.  They  invited  fir  Robert  to  court ;  in- 
^  _[_  _j  troduced  him  to  the  king,  by  whom  he  was  very 
1665.  graciouily  received  j  amufed  the  poor  man  with 
the  hope  of  a  baronage ;  and  afterwards  endea- 
voured to  make  him  believe,  that  if  he  had  not 
what  he  defired,  he  might  impute  it  to  the  chan- 
cellor. 

There  appeared  not  more  joy  in  the  court  at  ob- 
taining this  vote,  than  upon  the  exchange,  moft  of 
the  merchants  being,  from  prejudice,  and  from  the 
narrow  jealoufies  of  trade,  unfkilfully  inclined  to  a 
war  witli  the  Dutch,  above  what  their  true  intcreft 
could  invite  them  to,  as  in  a  (hort  time  afterwvds 
they  had  caufe  to  confefs.  The  king  fent  to  the 
lord  mayor  to  call  a  common  council,  where  fooie 
of  his  majefty's  minifters  attended,  and  prevailed 
with  the  city  prefently  to  furnifli  the  king  with  the 
loan  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  npon  the 
credit  of  the  vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  That 
money  being  in  a  few  days  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  all  preparations  were  for* 
warded  with  wonderful  alacrity;  and  the  parlia- 
ment alfo  made  what  hafte  was  poffible  to  diipatch 
the  bill,  by  which  the  fupply  they  had  granted 
might  be  coUefted  from  the  people*. 

In 

'  ^  At  the  king's  defire,  the  old  and  popularmetbod  of  levyifig 
the  grants  of  parliament  by  fubMes  was  laid  afide ;  and  that  of 
afTefTments,  which  firft  took  its  rife  from  the  exigencies  of  tfa«. 

civil 
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In  the  mean  rime,  the  king  ncgleftcd  not  to  CHAP. 
apply  what  endeavours  he  could  to  difpofe  foreign  ^  '  * 
powers  as  much  in  his  favour  as  any  offers  of  in-  x66j. 
tercft  might  reafonably  invite  them  to.  From  Various  em- 
France  he  expefted  only  neutrality,  by  reafon  he  M^  ^°  ^ 
knew  that  court  had  renewed  an  alliance  with  the 
States;  but  he  never  fufpefted  it  was  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  would  hinder  the  neutrality.  Spain 
could  at  this  time  do  little  good,  or  harm;  yet  no- 
thing neceflary  was  left  undone  towards  a  good 
corrcfpondence  with  it :  fir 'Richard  FanQiaw  was 
fent  to  Madrid;  but  refentment  of  the  afliilance 
given  to  Portugal,  and  of  the  partiality  and  pre- 
ference (hewn  to  France  in  the  fale  of  Dunkirk, 
prevented  his  meeting  there  with  any  very  cordial 
reception.  Embaffadors  were  alfo  fent  to  the  north- 
ern courts,  Mr.  Henry  Coventry  of  the  bedchamber 
to  Sweden,  and  fir  Gilbert  Talbot  to  Denmark,  in 
hopes  to  unite  them  both  to  the  king  in  this  con- 
junction againfl  the  Dutch ;  or,  at  leaft,  to  engage 
them  to  remain'^good  friends  to  his  majefty,  and  to 
furnifti  him  with  all  thofe  naval  ftores,  without 
which  his  fleets  could  not  be  fupported ;  and,  as 
far  as  was  poffible,  to  reftrain  the  Dutch  from  the 
like  fupplies,  by  obtaining  fuch  large  contrafts  on 
account  of  the  Englifh,  that  there  would  not  be 

civil  war,  was  adopted.  During  this  feifion  alfo,  the  clerical 
body  gave  up  the  cxpcnfive  privilege  of  taxing  themfelvcs,  and 
fubmitted  to  the  afleflments  of  pailiaraent  in  common  with  the 
laity. 

enough 
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enough  left  for  the  others.     How  far  the  objedts  of 
thofe  two  embaffies  were  accompliflicd  will  be  fcca 
1665.        in  their  proper  place. 

Treaty  enter-  While  the  king  was  thus  endeavouring  to  fecure 
Ae  b^ftioD^of  f^^^*g^  alliances,  a  voluntary  oifer  of  fervice  came 
Munifcr.  from  a  very  unexpefted.  quarter.  A  Benediftine 
monk,  who  belonged  to  the  Englifh  abbey  at  Lam- 
fpring  in  Weftphalia,  and  who  was  well  known  to 
both  the  king  and  chancellor,  during  their  refidencc 
at  Cologne,  called  upon  the  latter  with  a  letter 
from  the  bilhop  of  Munfter,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that,  if  the.  war  againft  Holland  was  to  be  re- 
folutely  profecuted  by  the  king  of  England,  he 
(the  bifhop)  conceived,  that  the  affiftance  of  an 
ally  who  could  infeft  the  Dutch  by  land,  while  his 
majefty  did  the  fame  by  fea,  might  not  be  unac* 
ceptable  to  his  majefty ;  and  in  that  cafe,  upon  the 
anfwer  to  this  letter,  he  would  fend  a  fit  perfon  to 
make  propofals  to  the  king  on  the  fubjeft.  The 
matter  was  by  the  king's  defire  immediately  laid 
before  the  feleft  committee  of  his  privy  council. 
They  all  knew  that  the  bifhop  was  a  warlike 
prince^  having  had  command  in  armies  before  he 
dedicated  himfelf  to  the  church ;  and  that  he  had 
.  a  great  animofity  againft  the  Dutch  for  having  in- 
terfered in  a  difpute  between  him  and  his  fubjefts 
about  two  years  before,  and  compelled  him  to  ac- 
cept of  fuch  conditions  as  did  not  pleafe  him  i  but 
he  was  poor,  and  therefore  unable  to  make  any  ef- 

feAual 
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fediial  attack  upon  the  United  Provinces,  without      CHAP, 
a  powerful  fupport.     However,  every  man  was  ol  t-     J      * 
opinion,  that 'the  propofal  ought  to  be  very  kindly        1665. 
received,  and  the  bilhop  invited  to  fend  hi$  agent  -, 
and  to  that  purpofe  the  chancellor  wrote  to  him, 
and  the  monk  was  difpatched  the  next  day. 

In  a  much  Ihorter  time  than  could  well  be  ex- 
|)efted,  the  monk  returned,  accompanied  by  a  Ger- 
man baron,  one  of  the  bifliop*s  fubjefts,  who  had 
a  letter  of  credit  to  the  king,  and  full  authority  to 
treat  and  conclude  according  to  his  inftruftions, 
which  he  likewife  prcfented  to  his  majefty.  He 
had  alfo  a  recommendatory  letter  to  the  chancellor 
from  the  eleftor  of  Mentz,  who  declared  that  he 
believed  the  bilhop  would  be  able  to  perform  what- 
focver  he  (hould  undertake.  The  baron's  inftruc- 
tions  were  to  propofe  that  his  majefty  would  caufc 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  immediately 
paid  a(  Hamburgh,  Cologne,  or  Frankfort,  and  . 
fhould  promife  to  pay  fifty  thouland  pounds  a 
month  for  three  months;  after  which  it  was  hoped 
die  army  would  provide  for  its  own  fupport.  ,  This 
being  undertaken  on  his  majefty's  part,  the  bilhop 
woufll  be  engaged,  within  one  month  after  the  firft 
bills  of  exchange  for  the  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  Ihould  be  delivered  into  the  baron's  hands, 
diat  he  would  be  in  the  dominions  of  the  States 
General  with  an  army  of  fixteen  thoufand  foot,  and 
four  thoufand  horfe,  with  which  he  was  very  con- 
fident 
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CHAK      fidciit  he  fliould  in  ti  few  days  be  poffdTed   of 

J  Arnheim,  and  Ihortly  after  of  Utrecht ;  and  if  the 

x66c.        king's  fleet  came  before  Amfterdam,  that  army  of 

the  bilhop  fliould  march  to  what  quarter  or  place 

his  majefty  fliould  diredt. 

After  the  king  had,  by .  particular  inquiries  of 
^  the  baron,  fatisfied  himfelf  of  the  reafonablencfs  of 
the  bifliop's  hopes  refpedting  the  pra&icability  of 
the  propofed  attempt,  the  next  thiilg  to  be  confi* 
dered  was  the  fum  of  money  demanded,  which  far 
exceeded  what  the  king  either  could,  or  ought  to 
comply  with.  It  was  not  an  auxiliary  army  that 
was  to  be  raifed  for  the  king's  fervice,  not 
were  its  conquefts  to  be  applied  to  his  benefit  j 
but  it  was  an  army  raifed  to  revenge  the  humilia- 
tions to  which  the  bifliop  himfelf  bad  been  fub- 
jeded,  and  what  he  fliould  get  mufl:  be  on  his  own 
account,  and  his  majefly's  hoftility  at  fea  would  as 
much  facilitate  the  biflxop's  enterprize  againfl  the 
Dutch  by  land,  as  the  marching  of  his  army  might 
probably  difturb  and  diftraft  their  naval  prepara- 
tions. Yet,  it  could  not  be  expefted,  that  the 
bifliop  could  coUedt  fuch  a  body  of  forces  without 
a  good  fupply  of  money,  nor  keep  them  together 
without  pay ;  and  as  the  advantages,  which  his  ma- 
jefty was  likely  to  derive  from  fo  inviting  an  oi&f , 
extended  themfelves  to  a  very  large  profpe^ft,  he 
rcfolved  to  undertake  any  thing  to  promote  it  which 
was  in  his  power  to  perform*    He  therefore  g^ve 

his 
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his  tnfwer  in  writii^,  what  fum  of  money  he  would 
CEufe  to  be  paid  at  once  for  the  firil  advance,  that 
the  bifliop  might  begin  his  march,  and  what  he  ,^|^ 
would  afterwards  caufe  to  be  paid  by  the  month. 
This  being  lefs  than  the  baron*s  inftrudions  would 
admit  him  to  accept,  he  fent  an  exprcfs  with  the 
king's  anfwer  to  the  bilhop,  the  violence  of  whofe 
enmity  to  the  Dutch  made  him  aflbnt  to  the  terais. 
The  fuccefs  of  this  defign,  though  profecuted  for 
fbme  time  with  vigour,  was  defeated  by  the  infidi^ 
ous  policy  and  oppofition  of  France,  though  the 
bilhop,  before  the  treaty  withxhe  king  of  England 
was  concluded,  had  received  a  pofitive  alTurance 
from  the  French  minifter,  that  his  Chriftian  ma- 
jefly  would  do  nothing  to  his  prejudice. 

The  ftate  of  his  majefly's  affairs  abroad  being  Mifinanagr- 
put  into  fuch  a  train,  it' may  be  proper  to  confider  ^*^'*^^*^ 
what  preparations  were  made  at  home  towards  car-  the  king't 
tying  on  this  war,  for  which  the  parliament  had  fo 
bountifully  provided.     It  is  very  certain,  that,  if 
ordinary  prudence  had  been  exerted  in  the  manage-^ 
meat  and  proper  application  of  fuch  liberal  fup^ 
plies,  the  fuccefs  would   have   been  anfwerablei 
and,  at  leaft,  any  inconvenience  from  the  fudden 
want  of  money  would  have  been  prevented.     But 
every  man,  who  was  either  privy  himfclf  to  the  fe- 
cret  guidance  of  thofe  affairs,  or  who  may  be  able 
to  procure  from  others  a  fincere  informadon  of  the 
intrigues  by  which  every  meafure  was  at  tliat  time 

regulated^ 


return. 
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CHAI*.  regulated,  muft  confefs  that  die  perfons,  who  con-* 
>  /  i  trived  the  war,  had  the  entire  condufting  of  it, 
1665.  and  were  the  fole  caufe  of  all  the  ill  eilefts  of  it. 
They  began  it  from  motives  of  jealoufy,  avarice, 
and  ambition ;  and,  ih  carrying  it  oti,  they  con- 
ftantly  facrificed  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  na- 
tion to  the  fame  felfi(h  and  pernicious  paffions. 
This  is  a  truth  too  fully  illuftrated  in  almoft  every* 
part  of  the  condudt  of  adminiftration  at  this  me- 
lancholy periods 

From  the  hour  of  the  king*s  return,  and  of  his 
being  poflcfled  of  the  entire  government,  the  naval 
affairs  were  never  piit  into  any  order.  That  pro-» 
vince  being  committed  to  the  duke  of  York  as  lord 
high  admiral  of  England,  was  entirely  engrofled  Jby 
his  fervants,  efpecially  by  his  fecretary  Mr.  Coven- 
try, who  infufed  into  his  highnefs  the  opinion^ 
that  whoever  prefumed  to  meddle  in  any  thing  that 
related  to  the  naVy  or  admiralty,  inVaded  his  jurif- 
didion,  arid  would  leflen  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  ;  and  that  as  he  was  fuperior  to  all  men  by 
being  the  king's  brother,  fo  being  high  admiral, 
he  was  to  render  an  account  to  none  but  his  ma- 
jefty :  whereas,  in  truth,  tliere  is  no  officer  of  the 
crown  more  ^ubjeft  to  the  council-board,  than  the 
admiral  of  England,  who  is  to  give  an  account  of 
all  his  actions,  and  of  every  branch  of  his  office^ 
conftantly  to  the  board,  and  to  receive  their  orders* 
But  there  was  no  retrieving  this  authority,  not  only 

frota 
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from  the  iafluence  Mr.  Coventry  and  others  hg^      CHAP, 
upon  the  duke,  but  from  the  king's  own  inclina-  ^  m 

tion,  who  thought  that  thoie  officers  who  imme-  i66j. 
diatcly  depended  upon  himfelf,  and  only  upon 
himfelf,  were  more  at  his  devotion,  than  they  who 
were  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  any  other  lupe- 
rior.  His  majefly  had  alfo,  from  the  time  of  his 
firft  going  to  France,  been  accuftomed  to  no  dif- 
courfe  more,  than  to  the  under-valuing  of  the 
privy  council,  as  if  it  (hadowed  the  king  too  much, 
and  ufurped  too  much  of  his  authority,  and  too 
often  (uperfeded  his  commands.  In  converfations 
of  this  kind,  the  queen  his  mother  had  always  fome 
fatal  infbmces  to  give  of  the  authority,  which  in 
particular  cafes  the  council  had  aflumed  againft 
the  late  king's  judgment;  all  which,  being  the 
fubjeft  of  every  day,  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion 
as  could  never  be  effaced,  and  rendered  the  choice 
and  nomination  of  privy  councillors  lefs  regarded, 
fince  th6y  we^e  to  be  no  more  advifed  with  after-  , 
wards  than  before.  Another  *  argument  that  ufed 
to  be  as  frequently  infilled  upon  by  the  queen,  and 
with  more  heat  and  indignation,  was  the  little  re- 
ipcA  that  by  the  law  or  cuftom  of  England  was 
paid  to  the  younger  fons  of  the  cro«(rn ;  and  though 
there  was  no  body  prefent  at  thofe  converfations, 
vho  knew  any  thing  of  the  law  or  cuftom  in  fuch 
cafes,. yet  all  that' the  queen  faid  was  taken  for 
gnuited;  and  not  only  the  duke  but  the  king 
himfelf  conceived  a  manifeft  prejudice  to  the  nation 
VOL.  II.  I  in 
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in  that  rdpeft :  it  was  eafily  agreed  that  the  model 
of  France  was  io  thofe  and  other  cafes  much  pre- 
ferable ;  and  that  model  was  afterwards  obferved 
upon  too  many  occafion& 


All  offices 
and  commif- 
fions  (bid  to 
tbrhiebeft 
bidder. 


Thi^  being  the  (bte  and  temper  of  the  rojral  fa- 
mily, when  the  king  was  recalled,  the  very  next 
morning  after  the  fleet  came  to  Scheveling,  the 
duke  went  on  board,  and  took  pofieflion  of  it  as 
Jord  high  admiral ;  and  bis  fecretary  provided  new 
commiflions  for  all  the  officers  then  in  comnoand, 
for  which  it  is  probable  they  paid  him  very  libe^ 
rally,  as  with  him  the  cuftom  began  of  denianding 
five  pounds  for  every  warrant  figned  by  the  duke> 
though  the  fee  to  former  fecretaries  had  never  ex- 
cecded  twenty  (hillings.  Mr.  Coventry,  who  was 
titterly  unacquainted  with  all  the  rules  an4cuftoms 
of  the  fea,  and  knew  none  of  the  officers,  but  was 
much  courted  by  all  on  account  of  the  place  he 
filkd,  made  choice  of  captain  Penn,  whom  the 
kii^  knighted  as  foon  as  he  came  on  board,  and 
with  whom  the  fecretary  made  a  h&  friendfhipi 
l^ng  guided  by  him  in  every  thing.  Penn  had 
rifen  from  the  rank  of  a  coounon  (ailor  to  the 
higheft  command  under  Cromwell,  with  whom  he 
was  in  great  favour,  till  he  foiled  in  the  enterprize 
againft  St.  Domingp,  when  he  was  admiral  at  fea, 
«nd  Venables  bad  the  command  of  the  land  forces. 
At  their  return  to  England,  they  were  both  im- 
prifoned  in  the  Tower,  «nd  never  after  cmyfeycd 

by 
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by  the  proteftor  *.   Upon  Cromweirs  death,  Penn      CHAP. " 
had  an  appointment  again  at  fea,  and  was  at  this     i      '    ^ 
time  under  Montague,  when  he  went  to  attend  the        i66s, 
king.    By  the  prefent  change  of  the  government, 
the  places  of  all  the  of&cers  belonging  to  the  navy, 
the  dock-yards,  and  the  whole  admiralty  became 
void,  and  were  all,  except  thofe  of  the  three  fupe- 
rior  officers  of  the  navy,  to  be  (upplied  by  the 
duke,  that  is,  by  Mr.  Coventry,  who  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Penn,  his  only  confidant  in  the  brokage^ 

*  Cromwell,  notwxthftanding  the  fiicce6  of  his  intrigues  to 
obtain  the  fiipreme  power,  was  far  from  pofleffing  any  depth,  or 
extent  of  pojitical  knowlec^.  He  was  always  the  dope  of 
French  artifice,  and  'Vi^as  eafily  perfuaded  by  the  fiibtle  Mazarin 
to  make  war  upon  Spain,  ibon  after  his  advancement  to  the  pro- 
tcftorihip.  Towards  the  clofc  of  the  year  1654,  he  fent  out  a 
fleet  of  thirty  (hips  under  Penn,  with  about  five  thoufand  fokUers 
commanded  by  Venables.  Their  orders,  which  were  fealed,  and 
to  be  opened  at  a  certain  latitude,  contained  very  circumflantial 
£re6U(ms  for  the  attack  of  St.  Domingo,  the  cajHtal  of  the  Spa- 
niih  fettiement  in  Hifpaniola.  At  the  approach  of  the  £ngli{h 
fleet,  the  Spaniards  abandoned  the  town ;  but  Venables,  inllead 
of  landing  his  troops,  according  to  his  inftrudlions,  within  a 
mile  of  the  place,  difembarked  them  ten  leagues  more  to  the 
veftu^ard.  This  gave  the  inhabitants  time  to  recover  from  their 
firft  confiemation.  They  returned  to  the  town,  and  put  it -in  a 
polfaire  of  defimce.  The  Englilh  troops,  when  they  approached 
Domingo,  were  &  fatigued  by  a  long  march,  and  by  the  excef- 
five  heat,  faiefidcs  the  want  of  all  neceflary  refreihments,  that  they 
vere  eafily  repul&d,  and  forced  with  confidermble  Ids  to  retreat 
to  their  IbifB.  But  before  their  retuftt  home,  they  took  the 
iftand  Of  JanlaiGa,  which  probably  foftcned  ia  fome  imall  degree 
the  violeiice  of  Cromwell -s  indignation  and  resentment. 

I  a  conferred 
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CHAP.  conferred  them  upon  thofe  who*  would  give  mofl: 
«^  /  i  money,  without  the  lead  regard  to  any  other  pre- 
1665.  tenfions.  While  Coventry  purfued  this  fyftem  of 
the  mod  bare-faced  venality,  he  took  care  to  fecure 
a  proper  number  of  friends  hear  the  duke's  peiibn, 
and  to  lelTen  the  odium  that  he  would  incur  by 
engroffing  to  himfelf  the  whole  of  thofe  immenfe 
profits,  or  rather  bribes.  As  the  fums  paid  for  their 
appointments  by  many  of  the  principal  officers  in 
the  dbck-yardj  were  confiderable,  and  muft  attraft 
notice,  fome  being  obliged  to  give  eight  hundred, 
and  others  a  thoufand  pbunds  for  their  places,  he 
had  the  fkill  to  move  the  duke  to  beftow  the  fees 
arifing  from  one  of  thofe  lucrative  appointments  on 
fome  perfon  of  his  houfehold,  fir  Charles  Berkeley 
for  inftance,  and  the  money  paid  for  another  place 
upon  another  of  his  fervants,  and  fome  to  be  di- 
vided between  two  or  three  j  by  which  means  all 
the  duke's  family  were  laid  under  obligations,  and 
retained  to  juftify  him,  and  even  tlie  duke  looked 
upon  it  as  a  generofity  in  Mr.  Coventry  to  accom- 
modate his  fellow-fervants  with  what  he  might  have 
aiked,  or  kept  for  himfelf.  But  it  was*  the  bed 
hulbandry  he  could  have  ufed;  for  by  this  means 
all  men*s  mouths  were  ftopt,  while  the  (mailer 
fums  for  a  multitude  of  offices  of  all  kinds  were 
referved  for  himfelf  with  lefs  notice,  and  jealoufy^ 
though  they  amounted  to  much  more  than  any 
officer  under  the  king  could  get  by  all  the  perquifites 
of  his  place  for  many  ycarsa 

Among 
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Among  the  many  irreparable  inconveniences  and      CHAP, 
mifchirfs  which  refulted  from  this  corrupt  manner     *      '    ^ 
of  felling  conmiiffions  to  the  higheft  bidder,  and        ,665. 
of  filling  up  all  the  vacant  offices  in  the  navy  with-  stores  cm- 
out  the  finalleft  confideration  of  any  man's  cha-  }>«22lcd  with 

/  impunity. 

rader  or  merit,  one  grew  quickly  vifiblc  and  no- 
torious in  the  dealing  and  embezzling  all  forts  of 
things  out  of  the  (hips,  even  when  they  were  in 
aftual  fervice :  byt  when  they  returned  from  any 
voyages,  it  was  much  worfe ;  for  then  great  quan* 
tlties  of  various  (lores,  which  ought  to  have  been 
delivered  back  into  the  proper  ofiices  appointed  to 
receive  them,  were  embezzled  and  fold,  and  very 
often  fold  to  the  king  himfelf  for  the  fitting  out  of 
other  (hips.  When  this  was  difcovered,  as  fome- 
times  happened,  and  the  criminal  perfon  appre- 
hended, it  was  alledged  by  him,  as  a  defence  or 
excufe,  that  he  had  paid  fo  dear  for  his  place,  that 
he  could  not  maintain  him(elf  and  his  family  with- 
out praftifing  fuch  (hifts :  yet  none  of  thofe  fellows 
were  ever  brought  to  exemplary  juftice ;  and  moft 
of  them  were  reftored  to  their  employments.  Thu« 
was  the  public  fervice  injured,  and  the  ftate  plun- 
dered with  impunity,  through  the  corruption  of 
one  individual,  unhappily  placed  at  the  head  of  (o 
great  a  department. 

The  fame  motives  prompted  Mr.  Coventry  to  New  model, 
recommend  and  bring  aboiit  a  change  in  the  lord  iI^fy.?board. 
high  admiral's  eftablilhed  council,  to  the  detri^ 
1 3  ment 
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CHAP,  ixient  of  the  fervice,  and  the  increafc  of  the  public 
t  /  i  expence.  The  three  fuperior  oflkers  of  the  navy 
f66|.  were  poiTefled  of  their  places  by  patents  under  the 
great  feal  of  England  before  the  king's  retum : 
they  were  the  natural  council  of  the  lord  high  ad- 
miral, and  ufed  of  courfe  to  attend  him  regularly 
once  a  week  to  render  an  account  of  all  the  ftate  of 
the  office,  to  give  their  advice  upon  any  occafioiu 
and  to  receive  his  orders*  Now  becaufe  tfao£e 
three  depended  not  on  the  fecretary,  he  wiflied,  as 
mych  as  pofllble,  to  leflen  their  confequence.  H« 
had  alfo  a  particular  animofity  to  one  of  them^  fir 
George  Carteret,  who,  befides  being  treafurer  of 
the  navy,  was  vice-ch^mberl^in  of  the  king's  hou(e- 
hkold,  and  a  member  of  the  privy  council.  Mr. 
Coventry,  therefore,  fuggcfted  to  the  duke,  that, 
ia  regard  of  the  multiplicity  of  bufmefs,  much 
more  than  in  former  times,  when  thofe  officers  and 
that  model  for  the  government  of  the  navy  had 
been  eflabliibed,  his  royal  highqefs  would  propofe 
'  to  the  king  to  make  an  addition  by  commiffioners 
of  fome  other  perfons  always  to  fit  with  thofe  diree 
pfficers  vfith  equal  authority,  and  to  figa  all  bills 
yfkh  them.  He  farther  obferved  that  no  new  ej^- 
pence  n^eed  be  incurred  by  fuch  a  meafure^  as  the 
perquifites  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  were  now  fo 
greatly  increafed,  that  he  might  very  well  afford 
put  of  his  fees  a  handfome  falary  for  the  commifr 
goners.  The  duke  liked  the  propofal,  and  men- 
tioning it  to  the  king  at  the  council-board,  where 

nobody 
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nobody  thought  fit  to  make  aay  ofageftiohs,  his  CHAP. 
mzjeOy  g^ve  his  confent,  and  appointed  to  the  pro-  «^  '  ^  ^ 
pofed  office  four  perfons  recommended  by  the  1M5. 
duke»  namely,  the  lord  Berkley,  fir  John  Lawfon, 
fir  William  Penn,  and  fir  George  Aikew,  to  whom 
Mr.  Coventry  himfelf  was  afterwards  added,  with 
a  penfion  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  each.  , 
But  thefe  penfions,  which  were  fo  inconiiderately 
granted  on  the  preiumption  of  having  them  paid 
out  of  the  treaiurer  of  die  navy's  £ces,  became  di* 
roSiy  an  additional  chaige  on  the  revenue,  for  ic 
was  foimd  that  thofe  fees  had  been  fiscured  under 
the  great  (eal  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and 
could  not  be  taken  from  him  widi  decency,  or  juf^ 
cice.  To  (hew  how  litde  the  public  fervice  was 
confidered  in  this  bufinefs,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
iay,  that  duee  of  the  new  commiffioners  were  likely 
to  be  engaged  at  fea  in  cafe  of  a  war,  and  therefore 
incapable  of  any  duty  at  the  navy-board :  Mn  Co^ 
ventry  had  bufinefs  enough  in  his  own  office,  if 
properly  attended  to;  and  the  only  one  who  had 
leiflire,  that  was  lord  Berkeley,  neither  underRood 
any  thing  that  related  to  the  employment,  nor  gavf 
himfelf  any  trouble  about  it ;  but  after  he  had  en- 
joyed the  penfion  about  a  year,  he  procured  leave 
to  fell  the  place  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hervey  for  three 
thoufand  pounds* 

This  was  the  fbite  of  the  navy  befbm  the  war  Silly  blufttr- 
with  Holland  was  entered  into.      Let  us  next  !J!S^ 


1 4  f^ 


court 
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fee  what  alterations  took  place,  or  what  other 
preparations  were  made,  and  what  counfels  were 
moft  adhered  to  for  the  better  conduft  of  this  war. 
It  is  certain,  that  a  clear  and  impartial  view  and 
refleftion  upon  what  .was  then  faid  and  done,  gave 
difcerning  men  an  unhappy  prefage  of  what  would 
follow.  There  was  no  difcourfe  in  the  court,  after 
the  two  millions  and  a  half  had  been  voted,  but 
of  giving  the  law  to  the  whole  trade  of  Chriften* 
dom,  and  of  making  all  ihips,  that  (hould  pafs  by 
Jbr  through  the  narrow  feas,  to  pay  an  impoiition  to 
the  king,  like  the  tolls  paid  to  Denmark  by  aU 
veflels  pafling  through  the  Sound  into  the  Baltic. 
The  kipg  and  duke  took  no  trouble  to  difcounte- 
nance  and  fupprefs  this  impertinent  talk,  which 
was  fo  likely  to  be  reported  abroad,  and  to  increaie 
the  number  of  their  enemies.  But  this  bad  efied 
was  flill  more  promoted  by  fome  new  r^ulations. 


Unjuft  rules 
for  the  adju- 
dication of 
prices. 


Commiflioners  were  appointed  to  refide  in  the 
principal  port-towns  for  the  faleof  all  prize-goods; 
and  thofe  commiflioners  were  chofen  out  of  fuch 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  had  given 
proofs  of  their  readinefs  to  oblige  the  king,  or 
who  promifed  to  do  fo,  and  to  whom  liberal  fala- 
rics  were  afligncd.  There  were  other  commiflioners 
named  to  decide  all  appeals  from  the  fentences 
given*  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty,  or  his  depu- 
ties ',  and  thefe  were  privy  councillors,  the  cjwl  of 
Lauderdale,  lord  Alhlcy,  and  fecreury  Bennet, 

whom 


THB   REIGK   OF   CHARLES   II.  IZI 

whom  the  king  could  truft  to  take  care  of  his  profit.      CHAP, 
But  then  the  rules,  which  were  prefcribed  to  judge  t        "      m 
by,  were  fach  as  were  neither  agreeable  to  former        1665. ' 
precedents,  nor  acknowledged  to  be  juft  by  the 
praftice  of  any  neighbouring  nation,  and  fuch  as 
would  make  all  (hips,  which  traded  for  Holland, 
from  what  country  foever,  lawful  prize ;  which,  it  ' 

was  forefeen,  would  bring  complaints  from  all 
places,  as  it  did  as  foon  as  the  war  began.  One  of 
thofe  rules  was,  that  if  above  tiiree  Dutch  mariners 
were  found  aboard  any  ftiip  that  was  taken,  no 
farther  proof  fliould  be  required  for  condemning  it. 
Thus  Dutchmen,  who  ran  from  their  own  country 
^to  avoid  fighting,  and  put  themfelves  on  board 
merchant  (hips  of  any  other  country,  made  thofe 
fliips  in  which  they  fcrved,  lawful  prize,  by  a  rule 
which  no  other  nation  knew,  nor  would  fubmit  to. 
However,  French  and  Spaniard,  Swede  and  Dane 
Were  in  this  refpeft  treated  alike,  whilft  their  em- 
bafladors  ihade  loud  complaints  every  day  to  the 
kii^  and  the  council,  againft  fuch  injuftice  and 
rapine,  without  any  other  remedy  than  referenced 
to  the  admiralty,  and  then  to  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  appeal,  which  always  increafed  the  charge, 
and  fometimes  the  indignity.  Above  all  the  Hanfc 
towns,  (which  had  large  exemptions  and  privileges 
granted  to  them  by  I  former  kings,  and  confirmed 
by  his  prcfent  majcfly)  had  the  worft  luck.  Their 
(hips  as  well  as  their  language  were  fo  like  the 
Dutch,  as  not  to  be  eafily  diftinguiflied ;  fo  that 

not 
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CHAP.      not  one  of  their  vcffcis  was  met  with,  frdm  what 
IX*  ^ 

^       J     J    part  of  the  world  foever  it  caine,  or  whither  foever 

J665.        it  was  bound,  but  it  was  feized  5  and  if  the  evi- 

dence,  that  any  of  the  fliips  fo  taken  belonged  to 

the  Hanfe  towns,  was  fuch  that  there  could  be  no 

colour  to  retain  them  as  prizes,  but  that  they  mud 

,    be  releafed,  they  always  carried  with  them  fad  re* 

membrances  of  the  company  they  had  been  in. 

Bad  cffeas  of      This  fpirit  of  injuftice  and  rapacity  was  greatly 

^?icmragmg    promoted  by  a  refolution  taken  almoft  as  (ban  as 
pnvateers.       *  '' 

the  war  was  thought  of,  that  air  fqffibk  encmtrage* 

ment  Jhould  be  given  fo  privateers  5  that  is,  to  as 
many  as  would  take  commiflions  from  the  admiral, 
tofet  out  ve0els  of  war,  as  tliey  call  them,  to  take 
prizes  from  the  enemy.  Now  the  perfons^  who  fo- 
licit  fuch  a  licenfe,  are  always  a  people  whom  no 
articles  or  obligations  can  reftrain  from  all  the  vil- 
lainy they  can  adl;  and  who  never  fail  to  bring 
great  fcandal,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  a  great  curie 
upon  the  jufteft  war.  AJail^  a  Jail  is  the  word  with 
them :  friend,  or  foe  is  the  fame :  they  feizc  all 
they  can  mailer,  and  run  with  it  to  any  obicure 
place  where  they  can  fell  it,  and  never  wait  for  the 
ceremony  of  an  adjudication.  But  belides  the  re« 
proach  and  difgrace  brought  by  this  dafs  of  totsi 
upon  the  whole  government  for  defeft  of  juftice,  the 
prejudice,  wliich  refulted  thence  to  the  public,  and 
to  the  carrying  on  the  fervice,  is  unfpeakable.  All 
fcamcn  ran  to  them  ^  for  though  fuch  as  belonged 

to 
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to  the  kinf^s  (hips  were  allowed  prize-money,  over 
and  above  ckeir  wages,  yet  there  was  great  diiie- 
rence  between  the  condition  of  the  one  and  the 
other.  In  the  king's  fleet  they  might  gain  well  5 
but  they  were  fure  of  blows :  nothing  could  be  got 
there  without,  fighting :  with  the  privateers  tlicre 
was  ripely  fighting :  they  took  all  who  could  make 
Htde  refiftance,  and  fled  from  all  who  were  too 
ftrong  for  them.  The  privateers  were  of  courfe  al- 
ways well  manned,  when  the  king's  (hips  were  com- 
pelled to  ftay  many  days  for  want  of  men,  who 
were  raiied  by  prefling  and  with  great  difficulty. 
But  notwithilanding  fo  many  obvious  injuries  and 
mifchiefs  occafioned  by  thofe  privateers,  whoever 
ventured  to  fpeak  againfl:  them,  upon  any  cafe 
whatfoever,  was  thought  to  have  no  regard  for  the 
duke's  profit,  nor  any  deiire  to  weaken  the  enemy. 

In  all  former  wars  at  fea,  as  there  was  great  care  Commlffioa 
taken  to  appoint  commiflioners  for  the  fale  of  prize  p^rE^inoncT^ 
goods,  who  tmderftood  the  value  of  the  commodi-  from  l^eing 
tic$  they  had  to  fell,  fo  there  was  equal  ftriftnefs  public  ao 
ufed  in  bringing  the  receivers  to  as  punctual  an  *^°"^ 
account,  as  any  other  of  the  king's  receivers  are 
bound  to  make  j  and  in  compelling  them  to  pay 
all  the  money  they  had  received  into  the  exche- 
quer, that  it  might  be  iflued  out  to  the  treafurer 
of  the  navy,  or  to  other  oflices  for  the  expence  of 
Che  wan     One  great  argument  in  the  firfl  conful^ 
tations  upoa  this  war  was,  that  it  would  fupport 

itfclf, 
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CHAP,      jcfelf ;  and  that,  after  one  good  fleet  fliould  be  fet 
t         '     1    out  to  beat  the  Dutch,  (for  that  was  never  thought 
i66c.        worthy  of  a  doubt)  the  prizes,  which  would  every 
day  after  be   taken,  would  plentifully  do  all  the 
reft,  befides  the  great  fum  that  the  Dutch  would 
give  to  purchafe  their  peace,  and  the  yearly  yenc 
they  would  give  for  the  liberty  of  i&ftiing;   with 
all  which  it  was  not  thought  fit  to  allow  them  to 
keep  above  a  certain  number  of  fhips  of  war,  li- 
mited to  fo  many  tons,  and  to  fo  many  guns,  with 
many  particulars  of  that  nature,  carefully  digefled 
by  the  promoters  of  the  quarrel^    But  now,  after 
the  noble  fupply  voted  by  parliament,  there  was 
no  more  danger  cf  want  of  money ;  and  many  dif- 
courfes  there  were,  that  the  prize-money  might  be 
better  difppfed  of  in  rebuilding  the  king's  houies, 
and  feveril  other  good  ufes,  which  would  occur. 
The  king  forbore  to  fpeak  any  more  of  appointing 
receivers  and  treafurers  for  that  purpofe,  when  all 
other  officers,  who  were  judged  necefTary  for  the 
fervice,  were  already  named;  and  the  lord  trea- 
-   furer,  who  by  his  office  (hould  have  the  recom- 
mendation of  fuch  perfons  to  the  king,  had  made 
out  a  lift  of  men,  who,  in  his  judgment,  were  wor- 
thy of  the  truft.     But  private  intrigue  had  fettled 
the  matter  otherwife.     A  commiffion  was  made 
out  by  his  majefty's  order,  to  conftitute  the  lord 
,  Afliley  treafurer  of  all  the  money,  that  Ihould  be 
raifed  by  the  fale  of  all  prizes,  which  were  or  fbould 
be  taken  in  the  prefcnt  war,  with  power  to  appoint 

aU 


THE   REIGN    OF    CHARLES    II.  I25 

all  fuch  officers  as  (hould  be  neceffary  for  the  fer-  CHAP. 
vice ;  and  that  h^  (hould  account  for  all  monies  fo  ^  '  ^ 
received  to  the  king  himfelf  and  to  no  other  per-  |66 j, 
fon  whatfoever,  and  pay  and  iilue  out  all  thofe 
monies,  which  he  Ihould  receive,  in  fuch  manner 
as  his  majefty  (hould  appoint  by  warrant  under  his 
isgn  manual,  and  by  no  other  warrant;  and  that  he 
(hould  be  free  and  exempt  from  accompting  to  the 
exchequer.  When  this  commi(Son  was  fent  to 
the  chancellor  to  be  pafled  under  the  great  feal,  he 
delayed  (igning  it,  till  he  remonftrated  with  the 
king  on  the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuch  an  in- 
novation,  which,'  he  faid,  was  not  only  without  a 
precedent,  and  highly  derogatory  to  the  lord  trea- 
furer,  but  muft  be  deftru&ive  to  his  majefty's  fer- 
vice,  by  throwing  open  a  door  to  fraud  and  coze- 
nage, without  any  means  of  prevention,  or  remedy. 
He  alfo  cxpoftulated  with  the  lord  A{hley  himfelf 
on  the  fubjeft ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  king  in 
a  (hort  time  fent  a  po(itive  order  to  feal  the  com^ 
mi(Son,  which  the  chancellor  could  no  longer  re- 
fufe,  though  he  did  it  with  the  more  trouble,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  that  few  men  could  have  before  en- 
tertained a  worfe  opinion  of  lord  A(hley's  integrity  ' 
than  the^king  himfelf.  But  that  lord  was  now  got 
into  friendChips,  which  could  remove,  or  recon- 
cile all  prejudices  :  he  was  faft  linked  to  (ir  Harry 
Bennet  and  Mr.  Coventry,  in  a  league  ofFenfive  and 
defenfive,  the  fame  friends,  and  the  fame  enemies  : 
he  had  alfo  gained  ^n  entire  truft  with  lady  Caille- 

maine» 
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maine,  who  very  well  underftood  the  benefit  (uch 
an  officer  would  be  to  her  :  nor  was  it  difficult  to 
perfuade  the  king  (who  thought  himielf  more  rich 
in  having  one  thoufand  pounds  in  his  clofet,  than 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  in  his  exchequer)  how  many 
conveniences  he  would  find  in  haying  fb  much 
money  at  his  own  immediate  difpofal,  without  the 
formality  of  privy  feals,  and  other  men's  warrants, 
and  the  indecency  and  mifchief  that,  he  thought, 
would  attend  a  formal  account  of  his  gifts  and  ex^^^ 
pences,  which  fhould  be  known  only  to  himfelf. 


Nightly 
meetings  at 
bd^Caflk* 


soaine'! 


The  chancellor's  oppofition  in  this  affair  (erved 
only  to  inflame  lord  Afhley  with  the  mofl  impla- 
cable animolity  towards  him^  and  to  give  his  other 
enemies  an  opportunity  of  lefiening  him  in  the 
king's  efteem  by  putting  the  worfl  conftruftion  on 
his  motives.  The  nightly  meeting  at  lady  Caftle- 
maine's  had  of  late  made  him  more  the  fubjeft  of 
difcourie;  and  fince  the  appointment  of  the  new 
fecretary,  as  I  have  noticed  elfewhere*,  they  had 
taken  more  liberty  than  before  to  talk  of  what  was 
done  in  council.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  plea(ed 
himfelf  and  the  company  by  mimicking  the  looks 
and  adtions  of  all  the  perfons  who  fpoke  there  ;  and 
in  this  ridiculous  exhibition  the  chancellor  was 
fure  to  have  a  full  part.  In  the  height  of  mirth, 
if  the  kingfaid  he  would  go  fuch  a  journey,  or  do 


*  Sec  page  45. 
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fuch  a  trivial  thing  on  the  morrow,  feme  of  the  CHAR 
party  would  lay  a  wager^  that  he  would  not  do  it ;  ^  ^  y 
and  when  he  aiked  why,  it  was  anfwered,  ^^  that  <6&5« 
the  chancellor  would  not  let  him."  Then  anodier 
would  proteft,  ^^  that  he  thought  there  was  no 
ground  for  that  imputation;  though  he  could  not 
daxf^  diat  it  was  generally  believed  abroad,  that 
his  majcfty  was  entirely  and  implicitly  governed  by 
the.  chancellor."  This  was  touching  his  majefty 
upon  the  tendereil  firing;  for  though  his  uncon- 
querable indolence  and  his  eafinefs  of  belief  made 
him  the  conftant  dupe  of  defigning  and  prefump* 
cuous  men,  yet  he  was  extremely  jealous  of  the 
Aippoied  independency  of  his  own  will,  and  could 
not  endure  the  lead  fufpicion  of  his  being  governed 
by  the  di&ates  or  counfels  of  another.  When  fuch 
diii^  were  iniinuated,he  never  failed  to  declare  in 
a  great  paflion,  that  the  chancellor  had  no  more 
credit  with  him  than  any  other  man  -,  and  certainly, 
his  majefty  was  afterwards  more  upon  his  guard 
againft  (hewing  even  any  outward  marks  of  parci*- 
cular  refped  for  the  chancellor's  advice. 

Befides  the  unwillingnefs   manifefted    by    the  Extraordi- 
chancellor  to  comply  with  his  majefty's  defires  ?^i^2wi 
upon  this  late  occaiion,  there  was  another  inftance  defeated^ 
of  his  oppofition,  which  having  defeated  a  favourite 
projeft  in  parliament,  fank  very  deeply  into  the 
king's  mind,  and  almoft  cancelled  the  remem- 
brance 
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CHAP.  brahce  of  an  old  fervant's  fidelity  and  zeal  iii  ib 
^  I  ^  many  other  inftances.  In  the  former  feffion,  lard 
.»665.  Afliley  out  qf  his  indifierence  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion, and  fir  Harry  Bennet  out  of  his  good  wiU  to 
the  Roman  catholics,  had  drawn  in  the  lord  pri\7 
feal,  whofe  interell  was  moft:  in  the  prelbyterians,  to 
propofe  to  the  king  a  particular  fcheme  of  tolera- 
tion, for  which  they  offered  two  motives.  The  firft 
was  the  probability  of  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  in 
which  cafe  the  perfecution  of  people  at  home  on 
the  fco]:e  of  religion  would  be  very  inconveaient 
and  might  prove  mifchievous.  ^he  odier  ail- 
ment was,  that,  the  fright  men  were  thrown  into 
by  the  bill  ^inft  conventicles,  and  the  wannth 
exprefled  by  parliament  with  reference  to  the 
church,  had  fo  prepared  all  forts  of  lion-confor- 
mifls,  that  they  would  compoimd  for  liberty  of 
I  confcience  at  any  reafbnable  rates ;  and  that  by  diis 

means  a  good  yearly  revenue  might  be  raifed  to 
the  king,  and  a  firm  concord  and  tranquility  efia- 
I  bliflied  in  the  kingdom,  if  power  were  granted  by 
the  parliament  to  his  majefty  to  difpenfe  with  the 
penalty  of  the  laws  in  favour  of  fuch  perfons  as  he 
knew  to  be  peaceably  afieded,  and  defirous  only  of 
liberty  to  follow  the  religion  moft  agreeable  to  thcii 
confcience.  The  Tecommenders  of  this  new  fcheme 
had  prepared  a  fchedule,  in  which  they  cooiputed 
what  every  Roman  catholic  would  be  willing  to 
J)ay  yearly  for  fuch  a  difpenfation,  and  fo  of  ever)- 

other 
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Other  fed;  which,  upon  the  cfthnate  they  made,      dHAP. 
Would  indeed  have  amounted  to  a  very  confider- 
able  fum« 


The  exercife  of  the  difpenfing  power  had  long 
been  one  of  the  fond  obje&s  of  the  kill's  wiflies. 
1  have  before  (hewn  the  failure  of  an  attempt 
which  he  made  to  obtain  it  by  the  advice  of  the 
Roman  catholic  junto  at  the  queen-mother's ;  but 
parliameijt  at  that  time  proved  refradory*.  He 
was  now  flattered  with  the  hope  of  their  acqui'* 
efcence :  he  liked  the  arguments  in  favour  of  this 
new  projed  very  well ;  and  exprefled  his  eagernefs 
to  fee  it  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  bill.  This  was 
quickly  done,  and  the  bill  prepared  in  a  very^  con-* 
cife  manner,  without  any  mention  of  other  advan<» 
uge  to  grow  firom  it  than  the  peace  and  quiet}  of 
the  kingdom,  and  an  entire  reference  to  the  king's 
own  judgment  and  difcretion  in  difpenfing  fuch 
indulgences.  The  whole  being  fully  approved  of 
by  his  majefty,  he  refolved  to  impart  it  to  the 
chancellor  and  treafurer,  from  whom  it  had  been 
hitherto  kept  a  profound  fecret.  As  the  chancellor 
was  then  aiBided  with  the  gout,  the  king  com- 
manded the  feled  committee  to  meet  at  Worcefter- 
houfe  ;  and  thither  likewife  went  the  lord  privy- 
feal,  and  lord  Afhley,  who  had  never  before  been 
prefcnt  at  thofe  meetings.     The  king  briefly  ex- 

*  S^  page  4. 
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plained  the  occafion  of  the  conference,  and  caufibd 
the  draught  of  die  bill  to  be  read,  which  was  done, 
and  fuch  reafons  given  by  thofe  who  promoted  it 
as  they  thought  fit.  The  chancellor  and  trcafurer 
ViCtd  many  arguments  to  dilTuade  the  king  from 
profecutkig  it,  but  what  the  others  (aid  prevsuled 
mott ;  and  his  majefty  declared,  **  that  the  bill 
(hould  be  prefented  to  the  houfe  o£  peers,  as  fixxn 
httn,  and  that  he  hoped  none  of  his/ervants^  who 
knew  his  mind  as  well  as  every  body  there  did, 
would  oppoie  it,  but  either  be  abfent  or  fiient  ;*' 
to  which  the  chancellor  and  treafurer  anfwered, 
**  diat  they  could  not  abfent  themfelves  purpofely ; 
and  they  hoped,  that  if  they  (hould  be  prefent,  his 
majefly  would  excufe  them  for  {peeking  according 
to  dieir  judgment  and  confcience*''  The  king 
ieemed  much  diflatisfied ;  but  this  refuiid  was 
mcore  pleafing  to  the  other  lords  than:  their  con* 
currence* 

In  a  few  days  after  the  bill  was  prefented  in  the 
houile  of  peers  by  the  lord  privy-feal,  as  by  the 
king's  diredion  and  approbation,  and  thereupon 
had  the  firft  reading ;  but  as  fooh  as  the  fecond 
reading  was  propofed,  the  treafurer  and  many  of 
the  bilhops  fpOke  j^ainft  it  with  fome  afperity^  the 
chancellor  being  Hill  confiqed  in  his  chamber* 
However,  it  was  moved,  that,  fince  it  was  averred 
to  be  with  the  king's  privity,  it  would  be  a  thing 
unheard  of  to  deny  k  a  fecond  reading  ^  but  that 

tliere 
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there  might  be  no  darker  of  its  being  read  in  a      CHAP, 
thin  houfe,  it  was  ordered  that  it  ihould  be  read     «^     ^  '  > 
the  fecond  time  upon  a  day  named,  at  ten  of  the  -     x66j, 
clock  in  the  morning,   with  which  all  were  fit- 
tisfied. 


In  the  mean  time  great  pains  were  taken  to  per* 
fuade  panicular  men  to  approve  of  it^  and  Tome  of 
the  bifhops  were  fharply  reprehended  for  oppofing 
the  king's  prerogative,  with  fome  intimation,  that 
if  they  perfifted  in  that  obftinacy,  they  fliould  re-* 
pent  it.  *  Infinuations  were  even  thrown  out  that  it 
had  been  perufed  by  the  chancellor,  and  that  he 
was  not  againft  it,  the  report  of  which  obliged  him 
to  attend  in  his  place  on  the  appointed  day ;  and 
after  the  iecond  reading  of  the  bill,  he  was  of  courfe 
to  prc^fe  the  commitment  of  it.  Several  of  the 
bilhops  and  th?  lord  trcafurer  continued  their  for- 
mer oppofition.  Many  others  in  liketnanner  fpoke 
fiercely  againft  the  bill,  as  a  projeA  to  get  money 
at  the  price  of  religion.  The  lord  privy-feal,  either 
obferving  the  countenance  of  the  houfe,  or  unwil- 
ling to  venture  his  reputation  in  the  enterprize^ 
had  giv«i  ov^r  the  game  the  firft  day,  and  now  re* 
nuined  filent.  But  lord  Aftiley  adhered  firmly  to 
his  point ;  fpoke  often,  and  with  great  (hscrpnefs  of 
wit ;  and  had  a  cadence  in  his  words  and  prohun* 
ciation  that  drew  attention.  Among  other  remarks, 
he  faid,  "  it  was  die  king's  misfortune,  that  a  mat- 
ter of  fo  great  concern  to  him,  and  fuch  a  pre- 
K  2  rogative 
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CHAP.      rogative  as  would  perhaps  be  found  inherent  in 
him,  without  any  declaration  of  parliament,  (hould 


V         ,m^    I.     ^ 


1665:  be  fupported  only  by  fuch  weak  men  as  hitnlclf, 
who  ferved  his  majefty  at  a  diftance;  while  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown  thought  fit  to  oppofc  it, 
which  he  the  more  wondered  at,  becaufc  nobody 
knew  better  than  they  the  king*s  unfkaken  firmnefs 
in  his  religion,  that  had  refifled  and  vanquifhed  fo 
many  great  temptations,  and  that  his  majefty  there- 
fore could  not  be  thought  unworthy  of  a  greater 
truft  with  reference  to  it,  than  he  would  have  b)* 
'     this  biU/' 

This  laft  reflection  called  up  the  chancellor^  who^ 
declared,  **  that  no  man  fhould  (ay  more,  if  ii  j 
4t  were  neceflary  or  pertinent,  of  the  king's  con- 
ilancy  in  his  religion,  than  he  was  difpofed  to  do ;  j 
and  that,  if  the  queftion  were,  how  far  his  xnsQcdy 
might  be  trufted  in  that  point,  he  would  make  no 
fcruple  in  averring,  that  he  thought  him   moit 
worthy  to  be  trufted  than  any  man  alive.     But," 
he  faid,  "  the  degree  of  confidence  juftly  due  to 
the  king  was  not  the  point  of  debate  in  a  bill, 
which   confounded   all   notions  of  religion,   and 
credted  a  chaos  pf  policy  to  undermine  both  rcliJ 
gion  and  government  j  fo  that  the  queftion  waj 
not,  whether  the  king  were  worthy  of  that  truft,  bui 
whether  that  truft  were  worthy  of  the  king."     H« 
added,  "  that  it  Lad  been  no  new  thijng  for  king 
to  diveft  themfelvco  of  many  particular  rights  an< 

powers, 
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powcrsy  which  they  found  expofed  them  to  great  CHAP, 
trouble  and  vexation;  and  he  thought  it  a  very  i  *  ^ 
unreafonable  thing  to  commit  a  truft  to  the  king,  1665. 
Tvhich  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  execute  him* 
felf,  and  yet  muft  fubjedt  him  to  daily  and  hourly 
importunities,  the  uneafinefs  of  which  would  be 
the  more  fenfibly  felt  by  his  majefty,  to  whom, 
fijch  was  the  great  bounty  and  generofity  of  his 
nature,  nothing  V(ras  fo  painful  as  to  be  obliged  to 
deny."  As  the  chancellor's  arguments  feemed  to 
have  moft  weight  with  the  majority  of  tlie  houfe, 
though  a  great  many,  befides  the  catholic  lords, 
would  have  confented  to  the  bill,  it  was  agreed, 
that  tliere  fliould  be  no  queftion  put  for  the  com- 
mitment, which  was  the  mpft  civil  way  of  re- 
jefting  it. 

The  king  was  infinitely  troubled  at  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  bill,  which  he  had  been  aflured  would 
pafs,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  that  was  ex- 
pe&cd.  He  even  expreffed  in  very  fretful  terms 
his  diflatisfadion  at  the  chancellor's  and  treafurefs 
behaviour  in  panicular,  after  they  had  been  made 
acquainted  wijh  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjedt ;  and 
there  were  not  wanting  perfons  to  ii^fmuate,  that 
pride  alone  had  prompted  thofe  two  lords  to  fliew 
their  power  and  credit  in  diverting  the  houfe  from 
gratifying  the  king  in  a  matter  which  was  not  of 
their  contrivance.  The  chancellor  ^Ifo  leaving,  in 
the  vehemence  of  debate,  kt  faM  fome  unwary 
X  3  expreflions. 
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CHAP.      exprcflions,  and  faidinhis  remarks  on  the  wiidnefa 

^'     ^'     J    of  the  bill,  "  that  it  was  Jhip-money  in  religion, 

1665.        that  nobody  cotild  know  the  end  of  it,  or  where  it 

would  reft,  and  that  if  it  were  palled.  Dr.  <ao£e, 

or  any  apoftate  from  the  church  of  England  might 

be  made  a  bifliop  or   archbifliop  here,  all  oaths, 

ftatutes,  and  fubfcriptions  being  difpenfcd  with  ;** 

'  thofe  words  were  reported  by  his  enemies  to  the 

king,  with  gloiles  and  rcfledtions  very  much  to  the 

chancellor's  difad\^ntage. 

Religion  Another  mifchief  refulted  alfo  from  this  unhappy 

ridTculc!^^''  Rebate,  which  was  the  prejudice  and  diflike  his 
majefty  took  to  the  bilhops,  on  account  of  their 
pbjedions  to  the  bill.  He  never  after  treated  any 
of  them  with  the  refpedt  he  had  done  formerly,  and 
often  fpoke  of  them  too  flightly  ;  which  eafily  en- 
couraged others  not  only  to  mention  their  perfons 
very  negligently,  but  their  funAion,  and  religion 
rtfelf,  as  an  invention  to  impofe  upon  the  free 
judgments  and  underftandings  of  men.  What 
was  preached  in  the  pulpit  was  commented  upon 
and  derided  in  the  chamber  j  preachers  were  afted 
with  curious  mimickry ;  and  their  fermons  vilified, 
as  laboured  difcourfes,  made  only  to  difplay  their 
parts,  and  to  gain  praife  and  preferment.  Such 
were  the  common  fubjefts  of  the  mirth  an(J  wit  of 
the  court ;  and  all  ferious  perfons  who  faw,  or 
heard  of  fuch  prophanenefs,  could  not  help  regard- 
ing it  as  an  ill  prefage,  that,  whilftall  warlike  pre- 
parations 
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poratioDs  were  making  in  abun^lance  fuitable  to  die      CKUP. 
occa£on,  there  fliould  be  fo  litde  preparation  of   ^       ' 
fpirit  foranrars^inft  an  enemy,  who  might  be        14I5, 
without  fbme  of  our  virtues^  but  affijuredly  west 
without  any  of  our  vices. 

There  began  now  to  appear  another  etiemjr,  Firfiappearr 
much  more  formidable  than  tiie  Dutch,  and  more  p^uc!^* 
<lifii€ult  to  be  ftruggled  with,  which  was  the 
plague  *.  It^broke  out  in  the  winter,  and  made 
fuch  an  early  progrefs  in  the  fpring,  that  though 
the  weekly  bills  of  mortality  did  not  ri(e  high,  an4 
though  the  contagion  feemed  confined  to  obfcufe 
alleys,  and  to  the  poorer  forts  of  people,  yet  old 
men,  who  well  remembered  in  what  manner  the    "^ 

*  Mrs.  Macauky  Hiake3  tlie  kUawing  refleftioa  on  thk 
dreadful  calan^ity:  **  Though  the  prefuraption  of  calling  the 
misfortunes,  to  which  all  men  are  liable,  the  judgments  of  an 
offended  God,  is  very  uncharitable,  irreligious,  and  unbecom^ 
the  philoibphic  wifiiom  of  an  hiftorian,  yt(  it  is  natund  todb^ 
fcrrCf  that  as  this  heavy  vifitation,  which  tiw  Englifli  fevereiy 
experienced  in  the  banning  of  the  late  king's  reign,  and  from 
which  they  had  been  almofl  totally  free  during  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  the  Long  Parliament,  fo  ftrongly  contradifted  the  afier- 
fions  of  God's  peculiar  countenance  to  the  prefent  firame  of  go-* 
vcrnment,  and  the  condud  pf  public  al&iirs,  that  it  begui  t# 
make  the  orthodox  to  doubt,  whether  founding  titles  were  the 
preferable  objects  of  divine  favour;  and  whether  piety,  juflicC| 
law,  order,  and  difintereftcd  afFip6lion  to  the  conunonweal  were  * 
not  at  lead  as  acceptable  to  the  purity  of  the  deity,  as  lewdnefs; 
opjH^on,  prophaneiieis,  and  felf-idoiatry/' 

K4  laft 
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CHAP,  laft  great  plague,  about  forty  years  before,  firft 
■^  ^'  '  broke  out,  and  the  progrefs  it  afterwards  made, 
1665.  foretold  a  territ)le  fummer;  and  many  of  tlicm 
removed  their  families  out  of  the  city  to  country 
habitations,  when  their  neighbours  laughed  at  their 
fears,  and  thought  they  might  have  ftaid  without 
.  danger.  But  it  foon  app^red  that  they  had  done 
wifely.  In  March  the  peftilence  fpread  fo  much 
that  th^  parliament  was  very  willing  to  part,  which 
was  likewife  the  more  neceffary,  as  fo  majiy  of  the 
inqrnbers  of  the  houfe  of  commons  were  appointed 
to  different  employments  relating  to  the  war,  which 
required  their  immediate  attendance.  For  though 
the  flpet  was  not  yet  gone  out,  yet  there  were  many 
prizes  daily  brought  in,  befides  the  firft  feizure  of 
the  wine  fleet,  valued  at  above  an  hundred  thou* 
{and  pounds,  in  all  which  great  lofs  was  fuftained 
through  the  abffence  of  thofc  who  fliould  punilh 
the  delinquency  and  rapine  of  the  pfficers  as  well 
as  common  men.  As  foon  therefore  as  the  bill 
was  pafled  both  houfes  for  the  good  aid  they 
had  voted,  his  majefly  gave  it  his  aflent,  and  pro- 
rogued the  parliament  till  the  September  following, 
declaring  that,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  extinguifl),  or 
allay  the  fiercenefsof  the  plague,  he  fliould  be  glad 
to  meet  them  then,  by  which  time  they  Ihould 
have  notice  by  proclamation,  that  they  might  not 
hazard  themfelves. 


Th< 
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The  parliament  being  thus  prorogued,  and  war      CHAP, 
having  been  formally  declared*,  every  exertion  i 

was  ufcd  to  haften  out  the  fleet,  not  only  in  order  x665, 
to  be  before  the  enemy,  but  becaufe  while  the  (hips  War  declared 
were  in  port,  it  was  impoffible  to  keep  the  Tailors  ^{^S. 
from  going  on  Ihore,  by  which  they  might  bring 
the  plague  on  board  with  them.  Had  the  plan  of 
equipment,  which  was  at  fir(^  propofed,  been  ad- 
hered to,  the  fleet  would  have  been  ready  to  fail 
long  before;  but  Mr.  Coventry,  who  by  his  con- 
trivance of  commiffioners  was  enabled  to  dired:  all 
the  refolutions  of  the  navy-board,  feemed  folicitous 
only  to  enlarge  the  preparations,  and  to  increafc 
the  cxpence  by  all  the  ways  poflible.  The  efti- 
mates  were  always  made  out  in  confultation  with 
the  fea-captains  before  named,  fir  John  Lawfon,  fir 
George  Aikew,  and  fir  William  Penn,  all  men  of 
profefllonal  experience.  Lawfon  was  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  the  reft  in  ikill  and  judgment:  he  always 
fpoke  clearly,  and  pertinently,  but  not  pertinaci- 
oully  enough,  when  he  was  contradifted.  Aikew 
was  a  gentleman,  but  had  kept  ill  company  too 
long,  which  had. blunted  his  underftanding,  if  it 
had  ever  been  fliarp:  he  was  of  few  words,  yet 
fpoke  to  the  purpofe,  and  to  bf  eafily  underftood. 
Pcnn,  though  poflefled  of  lefs  abilities  than  either, 
had  a  grieat  mind  to  appear  better  bred,  and  to 

»  The  declaration  was  dated  the  twenty-fccond  of  February, 
but  not  publifiied  till  the  fecond  of  March. 

fpeak 
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CHAP,  fpeak  like  a  gentleman :  he  had  got  many  good 
>  '  i  words,  which  he  ufed  at  adventure :  he  was  veiy 
1665,  formal,  and  fpoke  leifurely,  but  much,  and  loft  the 
matter  more  intricate  and  perplext  than  he  found 
ir.  He  was  entirely  governed  by  Mr.  Coyentry, 
who  conftanrly  attended  at  thefe  confukations^  and 
who  learned  enough  from  Penn  to  enter  himfelf 
into  the  debate,  and  to  crofs  what  was  not  agree- 
able to  his  ov^n  fancy.  It  alfo  belonged  to  Mr. 
Coventry's  province  to  reduce  into  writing  wl»t- 
ever  was  refolved  upon  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
the  king  -,  and  as  his  majefty  defired,  merely  for  the 
iake  of  form,  to  confer  with  the  lord  treaftircr  upon 
every  new  demand  for  the  liTuing  of  money,  the 
duke  always  brought  with  him  to  fucb  conforences 
the  fea-officers,  and  Mr.  Coventry,  who  Ipoke 
much  more  than  any  of  the  reft,  and  often  what 
the  others  never  thought  of,  though  they  dared  not 
contradidt  him.  If  fir  John  Lawfoa  at  any  time 
ventured  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Coventry  muft  have  mif- 
underftood  them^  and  put  that  into  writing  wbich 
had  not  been  propofed;  the  ktter  infixed  tipon 
his  own  exad:nefs,  and  would  continue  difputing 
it,  till  the  other  yielded.  Every  conference  raifed 
the  charge  very  much ;  and  what  they  proposed 
yefterday  as  enough,  was  to-day  made  twice  as 
much ;  fo  that  there  could  be  no  pofSble  eomp»- 
tation  of  the  expence.  The  number  of  (hips  in 
the  firft  eftimate  wa^  doubled  before  they  were 
ready  to  put  to  iiba  ^  and  the  king  tiuui  very  wiU 

ling,' 


jUOItt« 


TR£ll£fOy   OF   CHARLE6   II.  ^39 

ling,  upoii  the  reafons^ftated  to  him  by  the  Juk^,      CHAP. 

refpeSung  the  danger  of  the  plague  from  a  longer  ^        '^^^^ 
ccatinuance  in  harbour,  thac  th^y  (hould  fail  as        i66j. 
iboaias  poflible. 

Before  the  duke^s  final  departure  for  the  fleet.  New 
there  were  two  perfons  whom  he  and  the  king  de- 
iired  to  make  remarkable  by  fome  extraordinary 
inilance  of  their  kindnefs,  fir  Chades  Berkeley, 
equally  the  favourite  of  both,  and  fir  Harry  Bennet, 
for  whom  the  duke  had,  indeed,  no  great  regard, 
but  who  enjoyed  a  confiderable  fhare  of  his  ma* 
jefly*s  affedlion  and  confidence.  Sir  Charles  had 
been  lately  created  an  Iri(h  vifcount ;  but  this  was 
not  endugh,  without  an  Englifh  title ;  and  fecre^ 
tary  Bennet  muft  alfo  be  made  a  lord.  The  king 
had  defen;ed  thefe  creations  till  the  parliament 
0iould  be  prorogued,  left  the  conferring  of  thefe 
ritles  ihould  raife  the  appetites  of  others  to  make 
appUcati<m,  from  which  his  majefty  had  hitherto 
defejnded  himfelf  by  declaring  that  he  would  make 
no  more  lords.  But  the  parliament  was  no  fooner 
prorogued,  than  he  refolved  to  execute  his  pur- 
poie  ;  and  fo  lord  Fitzharding  was  created  earl  of 
Falmouth,  before  he  had  one  foot  of  land  in  the 
world ;  and  B^ner,  who  had  no  more  eltate  than 
the  other,  was  created  lord  Arlington,  taking  his 
title  from  a  tittle  farm  that  formerly  belonged  to 
his  &tber,  at  a  village  called  Harlington  between 
LoBdoa  and  Uxb^dge.  The  king  could  not  avoid 

conferring 
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CHA?.  conferring  at  the  fame  time  the  like  honours  on 
>^  /  ^  two  others,  Mr.  Frechville,  a  gentleman  of  Derby- 
1665.  (hire,  and  Mr.  Arundel  of  Trerlfe  in  Cornwall,  to 
whom  his  majefty  was  bound  by  many  obligations 
and  repeated  promifes;  but  he  declared  at  the 
fame  time,  that  no  importunity  fhould  prevail 
with  him  to  make  any  more  lords,  till  the  prefent 
number,  which  was  become  a  grievance,  fhould  be 
Icllened. 

Thefc  creations  were  no  fooncr  over,  than  the 
new  earl  of  Falmouth,  being  a  man  of  fearlefs 
courage,  and  thinking  himfelf  obliged  not  to  quit 
the  duke,  when  expofed  to  fo  much  danger,  fet 
out  with  his  royal  highnefs  to  join  the  fleet.  Many 
other  noblemen  and  perfons  of  quality  went  as  vo- 
lunteers, and  were  diftiibuted  into  the  feveral  (hips 
with  much  countenance  by  the  duke,  after  takii^ 
as  many  on  board  his  own  (hip  as  could  be  done 
with  convenience.  The  duke  of  Buckingham, 
from  the  firft  mention  of  the  war,  which  he  pro- 
moted all  he  could,  had  declared  that  he  would 
make  one  in  it ;  and  now  de(ired  the  command  of 
a  (hip,  though  he  had  never  been  at  fea.  On 
being  refufed  this,  he  entered  as  volunteer  on 
board  a  flag  (hip,  the  captain  whereof  was  in  his 
favour;  and  then  de(ired  that  in  re(jpe<ft  of  his 
quality,  and  being  a  privy  councillor,  he  might  be 
prefent  in  all  councils  of  war.  As  none  were  ad- 
mitted to  thefe  coixncils  but  flag- officers,  his  royal 

highnefs 


the  French 
court. 
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highnefs  pofitively  refufed  to  gratify  him  in  this      CHAP, 
point  alfo,  which  the  duke  of  Buckingham  thought     i      '  ,  * 
to  be  fuch  a  pcrfonal  difobligation  as  might  well     _  1665. 
excufe  him  for   declining  the  cntcrprize.     Pre- 
tending therefore  that  he  appealed  to  the  king  in 
point  of  right,  he  left  the  fleet,  and  returned  to  the 
Ihore  to  complain:  and  we  return  hack  to  the 
view  of  other  .particulars. 

During  all  thofe  hoftile  preparations  the  French  Duplicity  of 
ci^bafiador  Monfieur  Cominges  remained  in  Eng- 
land,  pretending  to  be  ready  to  finifh  the  treaty  of 
commerce ;  but  formalized  fo  much  upon  every 
anicle^  (though  nothing  was  demanded  but  what    . 
had  been  granted  to  Cromwell)  that  it  was  con- 
cluded he  wanted  power,  though  much  was  im- 
puted to  the  capricioufncfs  of  his  own  nature.    As     , 
foon  as  the  war  was  evidently  determined  upon, 
the  king  of  France  fent  two  other  embafladors  tp 
be  joined  in  commiflion  with  the  former.     The 
one  was  the  duke  of  Verneuil,  and  the  other  mon- 
fieur Courtine,  a  mafter  of  requefts,  and  much  the 
quicker  man  of  the  three,  and  upon  whofe  parts 
and  addrefs  moft  of  the  bufinefs  depended.     At 
their  firft  audience  they  faid,  "  that  the  purport  of    ^ 
their  embafiy  was  to  mediate  a  peace,  of  which 
the  United  Provinces  having  profeffed  a  very  great  - 
defire,  their  matter  hoped  he  (hould  find  the  fame 
good  inclinations  here;   and  if  he  might  be  in- 
formed what  would  fatisfy  his  Britannic  majefty, 

he 
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CHAP,  he  did  not  doxibt  but  diat  he  Ihould  perfuade  the 
\^  _  '  >  ,  States  to  fubmit  to  it."  Widi  thefe  ^neral  deck- 
4665.  rations,  and  without  delivering  any  memorial  in 
writing,  the  embaffadors  contented  thcmfelves  for 
many  months,  as  if  their  bufinefs  was  only  that 
the  Dutch  embaffador,  who  ftill  conunued  in  Lon- 
don, might  know  and  fend  word  to  his  hiafters, 
that  they  had  begun  their  mediation.  But  m  their 
private  difcourfes  .they  feemed  to  make  fome  kind 
of  apology  for  being  fent,  implying  as  if  the  ex- 
traordinary importunity  of  the  Dutch  had  prevailed 
with  the  king  their  itiaftcr  to  undertake  this  media- 
tion, and  which  he  did  the  rather  upon  their  pro- 
mife  to  yield  to  any  thing  he  fhould  advife  ;  but 
he  was  far  from  defiring  that  his  majefty  might  not 
receive  ample  fatisfa6tionin  whatfoeverhe  required. 
They  took  care  at  the  fame  time  to  perfuade  the 
Dutch  cmbtffador,  as  appeared  by  his  letter  to  the 
Hague,  that  they  were  very  intent  upon,  and  had 
much  advanced  the  treaty  *. 

It 

*  France  was  at  this  time  playing  a  double  game  with  Ho!» 
land  and  England  ;  and  under  the  ihew  of  friendly  mediation, 
tmly  aimed  at  widening  the  breach  between  both|  that  they 
might  fo  hr  exhauft  themfeives  in  a  war,  as  to  render  them  in- 
capable of  any  oppofition  to  the  ambitions  defigns  of  Lewis.  It 
appeals  from  the  count  d'Eftrade  *  negotiations,  that  tiic  French 
monarch  w^  now  preparing  for  the  feizure  of  Flanders,  "  thit 
lading  beauty,"  to  ufe  fir  William  Temple's  metaphor,  "  for 
which  he  had  an  incurable  paflion ;  but  as  die  was  not  kind 
tnough  to  confcnt  to  his  dcfires,  he  meditated  to  commit  a  rape 

upon 
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It  was  in  April  that  the  Duke  went  to  Tea ;  and 
from  the  day  of  his  departure  till  the  day  of  battk, 
letters  and  orders  continually  came  from  him  for 
an  addition  of  more  (hips,  upon  intelligence  re*- 
ceived  of  the  increafed  ftrength  of  the  enemy.  In 
thefe  difpatches,  Mr.  Coventry  took  care,  to  add 
from  himfelf,  that  whilft  the  king's  brother  ven- 
tured his  own  perfon^  nobody,  'who  wiffaed  him 
well,  would,  for  the  fake  of  faving  money,  hinder 
any  thing  from  being  fent,  that  his  highnefs  thought 
necefiary  for  his  defence.  This  caufed  an  imme* 
diaxe  compliance  with  every  demand,  though  pro- 
cured with  the  utmofl  difficulty  ^  as  the  king's  mi- 
nifters  would  have  been  otherwife  liable  to  Mr* 
Coventry's  reproaches  of  want  of  ability,  or  want 
of  affi»5kion.  But  though  he  was  diiappointed  in 
this  lefped,  he  found  fomething  to  exercife  his 


upon  her.'*  In  this  defign  he  was  for  fome  time  checked  by  the 
fear,  as  fir  WiUiam  fays,  **  that  England  and  Holland  might 
agree  to  reicue  her,  whenever  they  (hould  hear  her  cry  out  for 
help."  le  was  therefore  his  immediate  intercfl  to  fee  them 
both  coofiderably  weakened,  before  he  declared  himfeif  on  either 
fide.  Even  when  he  pretended  to  aflift  the  Dutch,  he  made 
them  fubfervient  to  his  own  purpofes :  he  got  (hips  of  war  built 
for  him  in  Hofland  at  a  cheap  rate :  he  fupplied  htmfelf  from 
thence  with  military  ftores  and  ammunition :  in  a  word,  he  laid 
the  foundation  of  that  naval  force,  with  which  he  hoped  foon  to 
give  the  law  to  maritime  dates.  Of  his  treachery  to  both  na- 
tions in  theccorfeof  the  war,  and  his  particular  bafeneis  to 
England,  towards  the  clofe  of  it,  we  fhall  foon  meet  with  re- 
jnarkable  i^ftances. 

intriguing 
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CHAP*  intriguing  fpirit  on  board.  There  was  a  rivaMhip 
^  ^'  i  between  him  and  the  earl  of  Falmouth,  who  (hould 
'  1665.  have  mo.ft  intereft  with  the  duke,  who  loved  the 
earl  beft,  but  thought  the  other  the  wifer  man, 
Coventry  had  procured  his  great  friend  Penn  to  be 
made  captain  of  the  lord  high  admirars  own  (hip ; 
and  encouraged  him  in  his  haughty  rudenefs  to  all 
the  courtiers,  and  even  to  the  earl  himfelf,  who 
contemned  Penn,  as  a  fellow  unworthy  of  the 
charge  and  truft  repofed  in  lum.  Thefe  factions, 
and  the  unpleaiantnels  of  the  fea,  gave  many  of 
the  duke's  family  and  of  the  volunteers  a  great  dif- 
relifh  for  the  war,  which  they  had  before  been  fo 
eager  to  promote. 

Viaoryat  After  the  fleet  had  been  out  for  about  a  month, 

'^  the  Dutch  remaining  clofe  in  their  harbours,  the 

duke  returned  to  our  own  coaft,  where  he  refblvcd 
to  attend  the  motions  of  the  enemy  *.  As  fbon  as 
he  received  intelligence  of  their  being  at  (ca,  he 
fet  fail  to  meet  them ;  and  on  the  firft  of  June  the 
fleets,  which  were  nearly  equal -f,  came  within 
fight  of  each  other.    Some  fkirmifties  took   place 

*  By  this  refolution  he  gave  the  Holland  and  Zealand  fqua- 
'  drons  an  opportunity  of  joining ;  anc^fterwards  of  intercepting 

the  Englifli  Hamburgh  fleet.  ;.    ~ 

t  The  Engliih  fleet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
feil,  befides  fire-fhips  and  ketches ;  and  the  two  Dutch  iquadrons 
were  compofed  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  fail,  but  with  a 
imaller  number  of  fii*e-fhips  and  ketches  than  the  Engliih. 

on 
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on  the  fccond,  but  the  wind  favouring  neither  CHAP. 
party  prevented  a  general  engagement.  On  the  <  '  ^ 
third  it  ferved  both  their  turns,  and  brought  thenii  1665. 
as  near  each  other  as  they  could  defire  to  be.  The 
Englifli  were  animated  by  the  remembrance  of 
their. fuperiority  in  former  wars;  nor  did  the 
Dutch  fecm  to  advance  with  lefs  confidence  and 
intrepidity.  Opdam,  the  Dutch  commander  in 
chief,  was  a  brave  man,  but  of  no  experience.  He 
bore  down  with  his  fquadron  upon  the  duke,  with 
a  refoiution  to  board  -him  5  but  before  he  cam^ 
near  enough,  either  by  fome  accident  in  his  own 
fliip,  or  from  a  grenado  or  other  fliot  out  of  the 
duke*s,  his  gun-room  took  i^re,  and  in  a  moment 
the  fliip  funk,  without  a  man  being  faved.  Cor-* 
lenaer,  the  vice-admiral,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
command,  purfued  the  fame  refoiution,  and  would 
have  boarded  the  duke,  if  Jeremy  Smith,  a  cap- 
tain of  the  duke's  fquadron,  had  not  put  liimfelf 
between,  and  boarded  the  vice-admiral,  whafe 
Ihip,  being  now  equally  attacked  by  the  duke,  was 
taken,  after  mod  of  the.  men  were  killed  ;  and  the 
vice-admiral  himfelf  was  fo  wounded,  that  he  only 
lived  to  be  brought  on  board  the  duke's  (hip,  and 
to  complain  of  his  not  having  been  properly  fe- 
conded.  There  was,  in  truth,  but  litde  unanimity 
among  the  officers  of  tlie  -Dutch  fleet :  the  two 
furviving  vice-admirals  Evertzen,  and  Cornelius 
Tromp,  fbn  of  the  famous  Martin  Tvomp,  befides 
their  being  of  oppolite  political  fadions,  now  dif. 
VOL.  lu  L  '  agreed 
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CHAP.  agreed  oh  the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  chief  com- 
i  -  -  ■  mand.  They  continued  the  fight,  however,  though 
1665.  with  evident  difadvantage,  till  night  j  and  then 
hoifting  all  their  fails,  fled  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation. The  duke,  after  giving  orders  to  the 
mafter  of  his  (hip  to  bear  after  the  enemy  as  clofely 
as  poflible,  that  no  .ground  might  be  loft  during 
^the  night,  went  to  repofe  himfelf.  The  reft  of  the 
fleet  had  no  guide  but  the  lanthorn  of  the  admiral, 
and  were  not  to  outfail  him  of  courfe,  and  behaved 
themfelves  accordingly.  But  when  the  duke  arofe, 
and  the  day  appeared,  the  Dutch  were  out  of  view ; 
and  before  he  could  reach  them,  they  were  got 
into  their  ports,  or  under  the  flicker  of  their  flats, 
where  it  was  not  advlfable  to  purfue  them ;  fo  that 
the  duke  finding  his  own  ftiip  and  many  others 
much  damaged,  thought  it  neceflary  to  retire  to 
port,  in  order  to  refit. 

The  viftory  and  triumph  of  the  day  were  now 
confpicuous.  Eighteen  ftiips  of  war  belonging  to 
the  enemy,  whereof  half  were  of  the  beft  they 
had,  were  funk,  burnt,  or  taken ;  and  but  one 
fmall  ftiip  of  the  duke's  whole  fleet  was  mifling. 
It  is  true  the  number  of  our  killed  and  wounded 
men  was  great,  and  appeared  much  greater  on  ac- 
count of  there  being  many  perfons  of  quality 
amcjng  them  -,  whereas  in  the  prodigious  flaughter 
of  the  enemy,  none  fell  of  any  particular  name,  or 
diftindtion,  except  the  admiral  and  vice-admiral. 

The 
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The  duke  loft  a  great  many  on  board  his  own  (hip.      CHAP. 
The  earl  of  Falmouth,  and  lord  Mafkerry,  eldeft  ^ 

fon  to  the  earl  of  'Clancarty,  were  killed  fo  near  his  166$. 
royal  highnefs,  that  he. was  fpattered  with  their 
blood.  There  fell  like  wife  in  the  fame  fliip  Mr. 
Richard  Boyle,  younger  fon  of  the  earl  of  Burling- 
ton, and  many  other  gentlemen  volunteers,  befides 
above  two  hundred  men  of  inferior  rank.  In  prince 
Rupert's  (hip,  and  in  that  of  the* earl  of  Sandwich, 
there  were  alfo  many  perfons  of  family  (lain.  The 
earl  of  Marlborough,  who  had  the  command  of 
one  of  the  beft  (hips,  and  the  earl  of  Portland, 
who  was  a  volunteer  on  board  with  him,  fell  (ide 
by  (ide.  Among  many  others,  who  (bared  the 
fame  fete,  and  whofe  memories  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferved,  one  deferves  particular  notice,  as  his  (kill 
and  bravery  were  equally  confpicuous.  This  was 
fir  John  Lawfon.  In  the  middle  of  the  (ight,  he 
received  a  (liot  with  a  mu(ket-ball  upon  the  knee'; 
and  finding  that,  he  could  no  longer  ftand  and  was 
in  ^reat  torment,  he  fent  to  the  duke  to  de(ire  that 
another  might  be  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  (hip,  which  was  done  prefently.  He  was  fent 
on  (hore,  and  for  fome  days  there  was  hope  of  his  * 
recovery ;  but  his  wound  Ihortly  gangrened,  and 
he  died.  He  had  rifen  in  the  fervice  of  the' 
parliament,  during  the  troubles,  from  the  rank  of 
a  common  failor  to  the  command  of  their  beft  (hips. 
He  had  been  in  all  the  adions  performed  by  Blake» 
fonoie  of  which  were  very  ftupendous  -,  and  aftcr- 
L  2  wards 
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Wfirds  (igndized  himfelf  in  many  other  battle 
fbught  with  the  Dutch.  He  was  commatider  in 
chief  of  the  fleet  when  Richard  Cromwell  was 
thrown  out ;  and  when  the  conteft  grew  between 
the  Rump  and  the  army,  he  brought  the  whole 
fleet  into  the  river,  and  declared  for  the  parliament. 
Upon  the  fudden  turn  of  alSSiirs  foon  after,  as  he 
was  fuppo&d  to  be  a  zealous  republican,  and  there- 
fore not  to  be  trufted,  the  fupreme  command  wa» 
given  to  colonel  Montague,  in  the  rank  of  admi- 
ral I  and  the  poll  of  vice-admiral  was  ftiil  conti- 
nued  to  Lawfon.  Thus  his  authority  was  lefiened^ 
without  removing  him^  which  might  have  excited 
a  mutiny^  he  had  fo  great  an  intereft  in  the  lea- 
men.  After  the  king  was  proclaimed,  he  accom- 
panied Montague  in  the  'fleet  to  Scheveling  ;  and 
being  received  into  favour  by  his  majefty  and  the 
^iike,  he  ferved  them  with  great  zeal  and  fidelity 
till  his  death,  which  was  an  almoft  irrepaiable  lofs 
to  the  fervicc. 

The  trouble  and  grief  of  mtoy  families  for  the 
lofs  of  fuch  a  number  of  gallant  men  clouded  in 
fome  degree. the  public  joy  for  fo  flgnal  a  viftory. 
But  no  forrow  was  fo  great,  none  at  lead  fo  re- 
markable as  die  king's  was  for  the  earl  of  Fal- 
mouth. Neither  the  immenfe  advantages  gained, 
nor  the  fafety  of  his  own  brother  feemed  to  make 
any  imprcflion  towards  mirigating  his  aJHi(ftmn  far 
the  death  of  this  new  favourite,  in  whom  few  other 

men 
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men  had  ever  obferved  any  virtue,  or  quality,  which      CHAP, 
they  did  not  wilh  their  beft  friends  without.  Thofe     s     J  ^l 
who  refleded  on  the  earl's  infadable  ambition,  on        '^$' 
his  kte  rapid  progrefs  in  the  king's  efteem,  and  on 
the  procfigious  height  of  favour  to  which  he  might 
have  attained  in  a  little  time  more,  were  not  at  al^ 
troubled  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  way ;  and 
even  regarded  his  death  as  a  great  ingredient  and 
confidecable  part  of  the  vi&ory. 

^  The  duke,  after  he  had  given  direAlons  for  the 
fpeedy  repairing  of  the  fleet,  and  for  the  immediate 
fending  out  of  fuch  (hips  as  could  quickly  be  got 
ready  to  ride  before  the  coafts  of  Holland,  made 
fiafte  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the  king,  and  to  the 
queen*modier,  who  had  lately  refolved  to  go  to 
Fiance,  but  had  flaid  fome  days  to  wait  the  iflue 
i3[  the  naval  fight,  and  to  fee  the  duke.  Her  j^e- 
tence  for  going  was  the  bad  ftate  of  her  health, 
and  her  diead  of  the  plague ;  but  upon  her  depar* 
ture,  which  was  foon  after  the  duke's  arrival,  (he 
took  iCb  many  things  with  her,  that  it  was  generally 
thought  (he  never  meant  to  come  back.  Whatever 
her  intentions  at  that  time  were,  (he  never  did  vifit 
England  ia^ain,  diough  (he  lived  for  many  years 
after. 

Now  the  whifper  began  in  the  duke's  fiunily  of  Caufe  of  not 
the  leafon  why  die  vidlory,  after  fo  decifive  a  fu-  g*^^^ 
peiiority,  had  not  been  purfued  with  fuch  vigour, 
i-3  as 
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CHAP.      as  might  have  given  an  irrecoverable  blow  to  the 
J  enemy.     The  maftcr  of  the  duke's  (hip  purfued 


1665,  his  orders  very  punftually,  and  kept  for  fome  time 
within  a  juft  diftance  of  the  main  body  of  the 
Dutch  fleet;  but  his  royal  highnefs  was  no  fooner 
afleep,  than  Mr.  Brounker  of  his  bedchamber,  who 
with  wonderful  confufion  had  fuftained  the  terror 
of  the  day,  refolved  to  prevent  the  like  on  the  day 
following.  He  firft  went  to  fir  William  Pcnn,  and 
urging  the  danger  and  prefumption  of  again  ex- 
pofing  die  heir-apparent  of  the  crown,  after  fo  pro- 
vidential an  efcape,  advifed  him  to  order  the  ma- 
iler to  llacken  the  fails,  that  the  Dutch  might  get 
what  ground  they  could,  to  avoid  a  farther  en- 
counter. Penn  anfwered  that  he  durft  give  no 
fuch  order  order,  except  he  had  a  mind  to  be 
hanged,  for  the  duke  had  himfelf  given  pofitive 
charge  to  the  contrary.  Brounker  then  went  to 
the  mailer,  and  confidently  told  him,  that  it  was 
the  duke's  pleafure  that  he  fliould  flacken  fail, 
without  taking  notice  of  it  to  any  man.  The 
mader,  not  fufpefting  that  a  fervant  fo  near  his 
highnefs's  perfon  would  dare  to  bring  fuch  an  or- 
der without  due  authority,  did  as  he  was  com- 
manded; by  which  means  the  remainder  of  the 
Dutch  fleet  efcaped,  that  probably  would  otherwife 
have  been  all  taken,  as  the  contention  between 
Evertzen  and  Tromp  for  the  chief  command  had 
fpread  more  confufion  amongft  them  than  even  the 
dcftrudive  cannon  of  their  purfuers.     Nobody 

prefumed 


THE   REIGN    OF   CHARLES    II.  I5I 

prefomed  to  tell  the  duke  of  this,  which  made  CHAP, 
many  fufpedt  that  it  was  done  with  the  privity  of  i  \  * 
Mr.  Coventry,  or  that  Penn  and  the  mafter  would  1665. 
not  have  remained  filent,  when  the  duke  expreffed 
fo  much  diflatisfaftion  the  next  morning.  Nor 
was  this  matter  publicly  known  for  fome  years  af- 
ter, when  Brounker's  ill  courfe  of  life  made  him 
fo  odious,  that  among  other  cenfurable  aftions  of 
his,  the  giving  fuch  an  order  to  the  mafter  of  the 
duke's  (hip  was  taken  notice  of  in  parliament,  and 
was  found  upon  examination  to  be  as  is  here  re- 
lated. Hereupon  he  was  expelled  the  houfe  of 
commons,  whereof  he  was  a  member,  as  an  infa- 
mous perfoti,  though  his  friend  Coventry  ufed 
many  indireft  arts  to  protect  him,  and  afterwards 
engaged  the  king  to  countenance  him.  The  only 
recommendation  he  had,  to  counterbalance  a  whole 
life  of  infamy  was  his  playing  very  well  at  chefs, 
which  preferred  him  more  than  the  moft  virtuous 
Qualities  could  have  done*. 

Widi 

*  According  to  the  above  relation  of  Brounker's  behaviour 
during  the  firft  day's  fight,  and  the  daring  artifice  of  his  direc- 
tions to  the  mafter  of  the  fliip  at  night,  the  efcape  of  the  enemy 
appears  to  be  chiefly  owing  to  his  cowardice;  but  this  ftigma  is 
fixed  upon  the  duke  himfelf  in  bifliop  Burnet's  account  of  the 
lame  tranla^ion.  We  ftiall  give  4t  in  his  own  words,  that  the 
reader  may  be  enabled  to  compare  both  narratives,  and  then  / 

form  his  opinion  of  their  refpeAive  degrees  of  evidence,  or  pro- 
bability.    **  After  the  fight,"  fays  the  bifiiop,  "  a  council  of  war 
was  called  to  concert  the  method  of  action,  when  they  fhould 
^       L  4  '  come 
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GHAP.  With  this  vidory  a  new  expence,  befides.  repairs 

^     ^     i     and  additional  equipments,  appeared,  that  was  not 

1665.        forefeen,  or  brought  into  any  computation,  which 

^  was 

come  up  With  them.  In  tliat  council,  Penn,  who  commanded 
under  the  duke,  happened  to  fay,  that  they  mufl  prepare  for  hot- 
ter  work  in  the  next  engagement :  he  knew  well  the  courage  of 
the  Dutch  was  never  fo  high  as  when  they  were  defperate.  The 
earl  of  Montague,  who  was  then  a  volunteer,  and  one  of  the 
duke's  court,  faid  to  me,  it  was  very  vifibie  that  made  an  impref- 
(ion:  and  aU  the  duke's  domeftics  faid,  lie  had  got  honour 
enough :  why  ihould  he  venture  a  fecond  time  ?  The  duchefs 
had  aJfo  given  a  flri6t  charge  to  all  the  duke's  fcrvants  Co  do  ail 
they  could  to  hinder  him  to  engage  too  far.  When  mattcni 
were  fettled,  they  went  to  fleep ;  and  the  duke  ordered  a  call  to 
be  given  him  when  they  fhould  get  up  to  the  Dutch  fleet.  It  is 
not  known  what  pafled  between  the  duke  and  Brounker,  who 
was  of  his  bedchamber,  and  was  then  in  waiting ;  but  he  came 
to  Penn,  as  fi'bm  the  duke,  and  faid,  the  duke  ordered  the  fail  to 
be  flackened.  Penn  was  flruck  with  the  order,  but  did  not  go 
to  argue  the  matter  with  the  duke  himfelf,  as  he  ought  to  ha%s 
done,  but  obeyed  it.  When  the  duke  had  flept,  he,  upon  his 
>vaking,  went  out  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  feemed  amazed  to 
iee  the  fails  flackened,  and  that  thereby,  all  hqpe  of  overtaking 
the  Dutch  was  lofl.  He  queflioned  Penn  upon  it.  Penn  put  it 
upon  Brounker,  who  faid  nothing.  .The  duke  denied  he  had 
given  any  fuch  order  ;  but  he  neither  punifhed  Brounker  tor 
carr}- in^  it,  nor  Penn  for  obeying  it.  He  indeed  put  Brounker 
Out  of  his  fervice ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  he  durfl  do  no  more, 
becaufe  Brounker  was  fo  much  in  the  king's  favour,  and  in  the 
^Diflrefs*s.  Penn  was  more  in  the  duke's  favour  after  that,  than 
ever  before,  which  he  continued  to  his  fbn  after  him,  though  a 
qiLiaker ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  ail  that  favour  was  to  oblige 
him  to  keep  the  fecret.  Lord  Montague  did  believe,  that  the 
^utc  was  ffaiack,  feeing  the  carl  of  Falmouth,  the  king's  favou- 

ritir, 
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was  a  provilion  for  the  fick  and  wounded^  and  die  CHAF. 
charge  of  keeping  the  Dutch  prifoners,  who  were  i  [ 
above  two  thoufand,  and  increafed  daily.  The  1665. 
duke  was  very  impatient  to  have  the  fleet  refitted 
for  (ea,  and  Teemed  intent  upon  going  again  to  . 
command  it.  But  the  queen-mother  had  prevailed 
with  the  king  at  paning  to  promife  her  that  the 
duke  fliould  not  expofe  himielf  any  more  in  that 
expedition.  This  was  as  yet  concealed  as  well  from 
the  duke^  as  from  every  body  elfe,  his  majefty  be- 
lieving that  the  confidence  of  his  royal  highnefs's 
going  not  only  encouraged  others,  and  occalioned 
greater  difpatch,  but  contributed,  as  it  certainly 
4id,  to  the  procuring  of  money  for  fo  many  new 
and  unexpected  demands.  This  lz&  object  was 
alio  (Irangely  facilitated  even  by  public  calamity ; 
for  the  increafe  of  the  plague  made  all  people  that 
had  moneys  and  could  not  ventpre  to  leave  it  in 
their  houfes,  where  they  durft  not  flay  thcmfelves, 
pqt  it  into  the  hands  of  the  bankers,  who  fupplied 
the  king  upon  fuch  affignments  as  the  late  a£k  of 
parliament  and  qther^  branches  of  his  majefly's  re* 
venue  would  yet  bear.     Thus  a  temporary  conve- 

rite,  and  two  other  perfoni  of  quality  killed  very  near  him ;  and 
that^  he  had  no  mind  to  engage  again  ;  and  that  Penn  was  pri- 
vately with  him.  If  Brounker  was  fo  much  in  fault  as  he  feemed 
to  be,  it  was  thought  the  duke,  in  the  paflion  that  this  mud  have 
raifed  in  him,  would  have  proceeded  to  greater  extremities,  and 
Dot  have  aded  with  fo  much  phlegm." 

nience 
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CHAP.      nience  feemed  to  flow  from  a  fountain  of  extreme 

\     J  ..^     mifery. 
1665. 

If  at  this  time  the  French  embafladors  had  pur- 
fued  their  office  of  mediation,  it  is  very  probable 
that  it  might  have  been  with  fuccefs.     Befides  the 
great  lofs,  which  the  Dutch  had  received  in  the ' 
batde,  and  in  being  deprived  of  fo  many  of  their 
merchant  fhips,  the  faftions  were  irreconcilable  in 
the  fleet.     There  were  many  officers,  who  had  be- 
haved themfelves  very  bafely  and  cowardly  in  the 
aftion,  but  whom  it  was  dangerous  to  call  to  ac- 
count.    Evertzen  and  Tromp,  who  were  the  beft 
'    fcamen,  would  not  fubmit  to  be  commanded  by 
each  other.     The  people  were  ready  to  rile  upon 
De  Witt,  whom  they  unjuflly  looked  upon  as  the 
author  of  the  war;  and  cried  aloud  for   peace. 
The  States  themfelves  were  torn  by  the  rage  of  party; 
and  as  all  the  other  provinces  blamed  that  of  Hol- 
land for  involving  them  in  the  quarrel,  it  is  likely 
that  they  would  have  forced  that  ftate  to  accept  of 
any  reafonable  conditions  that  fliould  be  offered. 
The  people  of  England  in  general  were  not  pleafed 
with  the  beginning  of  the  war,  nor  had  even  this 
late  vidlory  reconciled  them  to  it.    The  court  grew 
allb  weary  of  it  j  and  the  king  would  have  been 
willing  to  receive  any  good  overtures  for  compofing 
it.     But  the  embafladors  prefTed  no  fuch  matter. 
On  the  contrary,  they  congratulated  the  viftory 

with 
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with  the  lame  joy  they  found  in  the  courts  and      ^^A^* 
feemed  to  think  that  any  misfortun^e,  that  could     w. 


befal  the  Dutch,  would  be  but  a  juft  punilhment        1665. 
for  their  pride  and  infolence  towards  all  their  neigh- 
bour princes.  The  two  nations  had  not  yet  worried 
themfelves  enough,  entirely  to  fubmit  to  the  arbitra- 
tion of  France,  which  it  refolved  they  (hould  do. 

In  lefs  than  a  month  the  fleet  was  again  prepared  Command  of 
for  fea  ;  and  die  king  goin^  to  fee  it  with  the  duke,  to^th^& 
informed  him  of  the  promife  he  had  made  to  the  Sandwich, 
queen  their  mother,  and  of  his  intention  to  give 
the  joint  command  to  prince  Rupert  and  the  earl 
of  Sandwich.  The  duke  compUed,  though  with 
much  feeming  reludance ;  but  by  the  intrigues  of 
Mr.  Coventry,  who  did  not  think  himfelf  fuffi* 
ciently  efteemed  and  refpeftcd  by  prince  Rupert, 
the  fole  command  was  given  to  the  earl  of  Sand- 
wich.  In  a  few  days  after  the  earl  of  Sandwich  fet 
fail,  with  diredtions  firft  to  vifit  the  coafts  of  Hoi- 
land,  ^id  if  he  found  that  the  Dutch  fleet  was  not 
ready  to  come  out,  that  he  Ihould  go  northward  to 
watch  their  Eaft-India  fleet,  which  had  orders  to 
come  home  that  way,  in  hopes  of  efcaping  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  Englifli. 

Upbn  the  king  and  duke's  return  to  town,  it  The  court 
being  now  the  beginning  of  July,  the  plague  in-  ^^^  ^ 
creafed  fo  faft  that  there  died  above  two  thoufand 
in  a  week ;  and  it  became  highly  advifeable  for  his 

majefty 
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CHAP.       «  who,"  they  faid,  "  were  not  in  reality  folicitous 

^       /     ^    for  peace,  but  only  defircd  to  engage  their  niafter 

,665.        in  the  war ;  nor  did  the  embafladors  prefs  the  naat- 

ter  any  farther  while  the  court  remained  at  Sa- 

lifbury.    ' 


Dc  Witt's 

indefatigable 

demons. 


It  was  afterwards  very  well  known  that  this  faint 
avowal  of  the  French  king's  engagement  to  aflifl 
the  Dutch  was  at  the  preffing  importunities  of  Dc 
Witt,  who  urged  the  performance  of  that  treaty 
as  the  only  means  to  filence  the  murmurs  of  the 
Orange  party,  and  to  make  the  States  recover  from 
^he  confternation  and  confufion,  into  which  they 
had  been  thrown  by  the  late  defeat.  The  pen- 
fionary  was  now  in  a  fituation  which  required  the 
full  exertion  of  all  his  great  talents  and  indufby. 
The  enemies  he  had  to  ftruggle  with  at  home  were 
much  more  formidable  than  thofe  whom  he  was  to 
provide  againft  abroad.  He  faw  how.  fuccefsfuUy 
the  oppofite  fadlion  worked  upon  the  fears  of  the 
people ;  and  that  mofl:  of  the  provinces  were  led  to 
regard  him  as  the  fomenter  of  the  war.  This  pre- 
judice he  removed  with  wonderful  addrefe.  He 
aflured  the  States,  "  that  he  delired  nothing  more 
eameftly  than  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  and 
that  France  was  very  fincere  in  her  endeavours  to 
obtain  it ;  but  that  the  enemy  were  fo  infolent  upon 
their  kte  fuccefs,  that  they  rejeded  all  overtures, 
and  feemed  full  of  confidence  that  the  fad:ions  and 
diviiions  among  the  States  would  hinder  thetn  fr6m 

being 
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being  able  to  fet  out  another  fleet.    That/*  he      CHAP, 
faid,  "  ought  therefore  to  be  their  firft  care,  and     .     /  ^ 
if  their  fleet  were  ready  to  fail,  he  doubted  not        ,55-^ 
but  a  peace  would  quickly  follow ;  for  that  France 
was  folemnly  engaged,  in  cafe  the  king  of  England 
fliould  not  confent  to  what  was  juft  and  reafonable, 
to  declare  war  againfl  him,  and  to  afliil  them  with 
men,  money,  and  all  her  naval  power,  which  the 
duke  of  Beaufort  was  dien  preparing  with  the  ut- 
moft  difparch."     He  obferved,  however,  "  that  it 
could  not  be  expeded  that  the  king  of  France 
would  fend  out  his  fleets,  which  were  much  inferior 
to  the  Englifli,  except  he  faw  a  Dutch  fleet  at  fca 
ready  to  join  them."    He  concluded  with  remind-       ^ 
ing  them  of  the  great  value  and  imminent  danger 
of  their  Eaft-India  (hips,  which  were  foon  expeded 
home,  and  "  whiph,"  he  faid,  "  muft  inevitably 
fall  into-  the  hands  of  the  Englifb,  if  a  proper  fleet 
was  not  fent  out  to  proted  them." 

Thefe  reafons,  of  weight  in  themfelves,  and  en- 
forced by  De  Witt  with  great  ability,  prevailed 
upon  the  States  to  purfue  the  plan  which  he  recom^ 
mended.  They  fent  very  flrift  and  fevere  orders 
to  their  feveral  admiralties,  for  the  proceeding 
againfl;  all,  without  difl:inftion  of  perfons,  who  had 
mifbehaved  themfelves  in  the  late  batde ;  and  to 
provide  new  fliips,  and  every  other  neceflary  for 
the  compleat  equipment  of  a  fleet,  by  a  certain  day. 
Thi5  grew  the  more  eafy  to  them,  by  the  return  of 

De> 
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CHAP. 
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1665. 


De  Ruyter  wkh  his  fleet,  which  brought  a  prefcnt 
addition  of  good  ftrcngth.  Befides  he  was  the  beft 
fea-officer  they  had,  and  having  exerciled  the 
higheft  command,  no  other  could  refufe  to  obey 
him.  That  there  might  be  no  deky  in  carrying 
on  thefe  preparations,  they  made,  according  to 
their  ufual  cuftom  upon  extraordinary  occafions, 
committees  of  the  States  to  affift  in  the  di&reat 
admiralties ;  and  to  that  purpofe  De  Witt,  and 
iuch  others  as  he  thought  fittefl  at  this  .time  to 
join  jwith  him,  were  appointed.  They  went  firft 
to  the  fleet  to  reform  the  diforders  there :  they  ca- 
(hiered  many  captains  and  ofiicers :  dbey  put  one 
or  two  to  death :  they  fet  particular  marks  of  dif- 
grace  upon  others :  and  though  they  did  not  think 
it  lafe  or  politic  to  proceed  to  the  utmoft  rigour 
againfl  all  who  deferved  it,  yet  they  ftruck  a  terror 
into  the  fadious,  and  eftabliihed  due  fubordina* 
tion  througliout  the  fleet.  There  foon  appeared  a 
general  concurrence  in  promoting  the  public  fer- 
vice,  and  in  repairing  the  damages  fuftained  by 
the  late  difafter. 


Kfcception  of 
Mr.  Coven- 
try in  Swe- 
den. 


While  the  inde&tigable  De  Witt  was  thus  in- 
citing his  countrymen  to  the  moft  vigorous  cffints, 
and  employing  all  the  arts  of  negociation  to  keep 
the  French  king  to  his  promife  of  affiflance^  the  En- 
glifh  embafladors  fent  to  the  northern  courts  were 
not  inattentive  to  the  obje&s  of  their  commiflion. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Coventxy  found  a  very  franjc  smd  open  recep- 
tion in  Sweden.  That  court  did  not  diflemble  its 
refentment  of  former  injuries  from  the  Dutch,  nor 
its  jealorufy  of  the  ambitious  deiigns  of  France-;  and 
was  prevented  from  immediately  declaring  in  &- 
vour  of  England  only  by  two  things,  firft,  the 
dread  that  Denmark  might,  bya  ju£i£tion  with  the 
Dutch,  endeavour  to  deprive  the  Swedes  of  all  this 
coaquefts  confirmed  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Co- 
penhagen ;  and  fecondly,  a  wifli  to  fee  the  bi(hop 
of  Munfter  fully  engaged,  which  would  give  Swe- 
den an  opportunity  of  profecuting  its  long  chc- 
riflied  defign  upon  Bremen* 

Tlie  firft  difpatches  that  were  received  from  fir 
Gilbert  Talbot,  the  embafl&dor  at  Copenhagen, 
were  far  from  affording  any  profpeft  of  eflential 
ailifiance  from^that  quarter.  He  (aid,  that  he  had 
been  very  politely  received,  with  all  ima^nable 
profeffions  of  affedion  for  the  Elnglifh,  and  of  de- 
teftation  of  the  Dutch ;  but  that  the  iing  of  Den- 
mark was  weak,  timid,  and  wavering,  and  having 
chofen  his  own  barber,  an  illiterate  man,  for  his 
chief  minifter,  had  thereby  given  fuch  offence  to 
all  the  perfonsof  quality  in  the  kingdom,  that  they 
confpired  to  crofs  all  his  purpofes,  fo,  that  what 
was  concluded  one  day,  was  reverfed,  or  not  pur- 
fued  the  next.  Sir  Gilbert  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion that  little  good  could  be'expedted  from  a  poor 

VOL.  II.  '  M  nation. 
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Difrqnitable 
agreement 
with  Den- 
mark. 


nation,  an  irr^folute  king,  an  ignorant  minifter, 
and  a  fadtious  nobility* 

Ih  confequencc  of  thcfe  accounts,  which  were 
repeated,  bis  majefty  was  on  the  point  of  recalling 
fir  Gilbert,  when  hfe  received  an  exprefs  flating, 
that  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  fleet  were  juft  arrived  in 
the  port  of  Berghen,  there  to  wait  for  a  convoy 
from  Holland ;  and  that  the  king  of  Denmark  had 
^med  to  abandon  them  to  the  Engliih  fleet,  on 
condition  of  being  allowed  to  have  the  value  of  the 
whole ;  but  that  in  order  to  remove  any  fufpicion 
of  treachery,  he  would  proteft  ag^nft  the  ad:  asi 
violence  which  he  was  incapable  of  refilling.  Let- 
ters to  ratify  the  barg^n  were  immediately  fent 
back  to  Copenhagen,  and  inftrudions  forwarded 
to  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  who  loft  no  time  in  fail- 
ing towards  Betgfaen,  and  detachii^  a  fqtiadron  of 
fifteen  or  fixteen  ftout  (hips  to  make  the  propofed 
feizure.     But  after  two  days*  delay  in  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  the  vice-roy  of  Norway  with  particu- 
lar inftruftions,  the  patience  of  the  Englifli  was 
exhaufted,  and  they  refolved  to  hl\  upon  the  Dutch 
without  farther  ceremony.     In  this  attempt,  how- 
ever, they  were  difappointed  j  for  the  Dutch  hav- 
ing in  the  interval  drawn  their  ordnance  on  fliore, 
and  the  inhabitants  having  thrown  up  a  bread- 
work,  behind  which  they  were  pofted,  the  En- 
glifli were  not  only  expofed  to  thofe  fires,  but  to 

that 
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that  of  the  caftle ;  and  after  having  loft  a  great      CHAP. 

number  of  private  men,  and  feveral  officers  and  j        '      ^ 
volunteers  jof  diftinftion,  were  forced  to  retire  and        1665, 
join  the  reft  of  the  fleet. 

Soon  after  the  aftion  the  vice-roy  arrived;  and 
many  meflages  pafled  and  repaflcd  between  him 
and  the  admiral.  Complaints  were  made  of  the 
precipitancy  of  the  Englifh  fquadron,  and  new 
propofals  were  offered.  The  earl  of  Sandwich  did 
not  think  fit  to  run  any  more  hazards :  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of  the  Danes,  and  having 
alfo  received  intelligence  that  De  Ruyter  was  out 
with  the  fleet,  he  was  unwilling  to  be  found  in- 
tangled  in  rocks,  and  upon  a  coaft,  where  the  feas 
now  towards  the  beginning  of  September  began  to 
run  very  high  and  boifterous.  He  therefore  re- 
folved  to  be  maftcr  of  more  fea-room,  that  he  might 
fight  the  Dutch  admiral,  if  he  came  5  and  if  he  . 
did  not,  the  earl  might  then  meet  thofe  Eaft-Indij 
[hips  more  fecurely  in  their  way  to  Holland,  than 
oy  making  another  attempt  in  the  harbour. 

This  whole  affaif  of  Berghen  was  fo  dark  and  in*  The  Danifh 
ricate  that  it  could  never  be  clearly  underftood;  fefeS^dy!^' 
Vlr.  Clifford,  who  was  prefent,  being  afterwards 
ent  to  Copenhagen  to  expoftxilate  with  his  Danilh 
najefty  on  the  fubjeft,  was  afluted  by  that  king, 
*  that  the  difappointment  was  entirely  owing  to 
)ad  weather,  which  had  hindered  the  pofitive  or- 
M  z  ders 
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CttAf.  '  dtrs  from  arriving  at  the  prccife  time  :"  he  added 
1  '  i  "  that  he  was  ftill  refolved  to  detain  the  Dutch  (hipj 
1665.  there,  and 'only  feared  the  conjundtion  of  Sweden 
with  Holland.  Upoji  this  Mr.  Clifford  went  to 
Stockholm  with  the  projedl  of  fuch  a  treaty  to  be 
ratified  there  as  would  quiet  all  the  Danifh  king*s 
feeming  apprehenlions.  But  in  the  mean  time  this 
faithlefs  monarch  made  another  bargain,  or  alliance 
with  the  oppofite  party,  in  which  he  (lipulated  to 
aflTifl  the  Dutch  with  thirty  men  of  war,  for  which 
he  was  to  receive  a  fubfidy  of  fifteen  hundred 
thoufand  florins,  befidcs  the  remiffion  of  a  large 
debt  he  owed  xht  States,  and  the  releafe  of  the  en- 
gagements they  had  upon  the  Sound.  He  then 
difavowed  his  having  made  any  offer  or  promife 
refpefting  the  Dutch  fleet  at  Berghen ;  complaincdi 
that  the  Englifh  admiral  had  broken  the  law  of 
nations  in  violating  the  peace  of  his  ports,  and  en- 
deavouring to  fire  his  town,  when  he  was  hofpi- 
tably  received  and  treated  there  under  the  protec-j 
tion  of  his  caflle ;  and  as  if  to  aggravate  his  public 
perfidy  by  the  bafeft  afts  of  private  injufUcc,  b« 
iflTued  orders  for  immediately  feizing  all  Englifhi 
(hips  in  Denmark,  or  Norv^y,  and  the  pcrfons  ( 
all  merchants  and  others  who  were  fubjefts  I 
England ;  and  even  many  of  thofe.  merchants,  1 
Vrhom  he  owed  great  fums  of  money,  which  tU 
had  lent  him,  were  imprifoned,  and  all  their  eSki 
confifcated.  Such  a  timid  prince,  whatever  hi 
depravity  of  fentiment  was,  would  never  have  pn 

ccedi 
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ceeded  to  fuch  daring  outrages,  if  he  had  not  been      CHAP, 
encouraged  and  urged  on  by  France,  who  befides     v. 


/ 


warranting  the  performance  of  whatever  was  pro-        1665. 
mifed  By  the  Dutch,  and  engaging  to  pay  a  part 
of  the  fubfidy*,  undertook  alfo  to   protect   the 
Dane  againft  the  jufUy  dreaded  refentment  of  the 
Englilh. 

The  king  ftaid  not  altogether  fo  long  at  Salif-  The  parlia- 
bury,  as  he  had  intended,  for  befides  a  little  acci-  ^0"^^^^" 
dental  indifpofition,  which  made  him  diflike  the  Oxford, 
air,  fome  inferior  fervants  and  their  wives  came 
from  London,  and  brought  the  pl^ue  with  them  5 
fo  that  the  court  removed  to  Oxford  before  the 
end  of  September.  The  great  likelihood  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  for  the  parliament  to  meet  at 
Weftminfter  at  the  time  to  which  they  were  pro- 
rogued, and  the  neceffity  there  was  that  they  (hould 
meet  fomewhere  to  grant  another  fupply,  had  de- 
termined the  king  before  he  left  Hampton,  to  iffue 
a  proclamation  for  requiring  the  parliament  to  meet 
at  Oxford  on  the  tenth  of  Oftober ;  and  proper 
dire&ions  were  given  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  com- 
mons and  to  other  members  of  both  houfes  for  the 
obfervancc  of  the  forms  ufual  on  fuch  occafions. 
The  duke,  having  been  fent  for  by  exprefs,  came 
to  Oxford  the  day  after  his  majelly ;  and  the  firft 

*  France  way  to  pay  three  hundred  thouiand  Horins  annually, 
while  the  war  lafted. 

M  3  objcft 
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CHAP.  objed  of  confultation  with  refpeft  to  public  bufi- 
^  J-  '  nefs  was  what  anfwer  (hould  be  made  to  the  French 
1665.  embaffadors,  who  now  defired  frequent  audiences, 
and  pofitively  declared  ♦"  that  their  matter  was  en- 
gaged  by  his  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  that  in  cale 
they  were  invaded  or  affaulted  by  any  prince,  he 
would  aflift  them  with  men,  money,  and  (hips, 
which  he  had  hitherto  deferred,  in  hopes  that  his 
mediation  might  be  accepted/ •  But  thou^  they 
affumed  a  more  peremptory  tone  upon  thcfe  oca- 
fions,  they  left  room  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  rather 
to  keep  up  appearances  with  the  Dutch,  whofe  em- 
baflador  was  likewife  come  to  town,  rather  to  treat 
concerning  the  prifoners,  and  to  obferve  what  the 
French  embaffadors  did,  than  for  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe  of  making  any  fpecific  propofals  tow^ds  a 
peace.  The  French  even  infinuated  that  the  Dutch, 
fince  the  refitting  and  enlargement  of  their  fleet, 
cxprefled  much  confidence  in  their  own  fupc- 
riority,  and  looked  upon  the  great  plague  in  Lon- 
don, which  flill  raged  with  unabated  fury,  carry- 
ing off  above  fix  thoufand  every  week,  as  of  fuch 
infupportable  damage  to  the  king,  that  he  would 
not  be  able  to  fit  out  another  fleet  the  year  follow- 
ing ;  and  that  when  they  had  been  preflfed  by  the 
French  king  to  make  fome  offers,  he  could  get  no 
other  anfwer  from  them  than  that  they  expefted  the 
ifland  of  Poleron  fliould  be  releafed  to  them,  and 
that  the  fort  at  Cabo  Corfo  in  Guinea  (hould  be 
thrown  down  and  flighted,  which  the  embafladors 

thought 
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thought  infolcnt  propofids.     They  only  wifticd      CHAP, 
therefore  that  his  majefty  would  confent  to  fome    i^      -i    m 
reafonable  overture ;  and  engaged  that  their  mafler        1665. 
would  then  conduft  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
give  no  caufe  to  complain  of  his  partiality  to  the 
Dutch. 

The  king,  the  duke,  and  thofe  perfons  whom 
his  majcfty  ufed  to  confult  in  his  moftfecret  affairs, 
were  all  willing  to  believe  that  France  would  not 
take  a  decifivc  part  againft  him,  nor  infift  upon  his 
making  the  firft  overtures,  which  his  majefty  not 
only  regarded  as  a  very  humiliating  condefcenfion 
on  his  part,  but  an  implied  acknowledgment  of  his 
being  the  j^greffor.  It  was  therefore  refolved,  that 
in  reply  to  the  dcclasations  of  the  French  embaffa- 
dors,  his  majefty  Ihould  complain  of  their  matter's 
proceedings  in  having  entered  into  any  engage- 
ment with  the  Dutch,  exprefsly  againft  his .  own 
word ;  that  they  had  begun  the  war,  and  ought  to 
make  the  firft  approach  towards  peace  5  that  the 
conditions  with  refpeft  to  Cabo  Corfo,and  the 
ifland  of  Poleron,  could  not  even  be  thought  of 
widiout  giving  up  the  principal  objeds,  for  which 
the  ws^  had  been  undertaken  5  and  that  the  pride 
and  prefumption  of  the  enemy  on  account  of  die  ca- 
lamity,  with  which  the  nation  was  at  prefcnt  afflift- 
deferved  no  other  notice  than  that  his  majefty 
hoped  God  ahnighty  had  not  fent  that  heavy  judg- 
ment of  the  plague  upon  him  and  his  people^  on  the 
M4  behalf 
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behalf  of  the  Hollanders,  and  to  expofc  him  to 
their^  infolence. 

The  parliament  convened  at  Oxford  in  greater 
Auml^ers  than  could  reafonably  have  been  expcAcd, 
the  ficknefs  ftill  continuing  to  fpread  in  ievcral 
parts  of  the  country,  which  made  travelling  very 
dangerous.  Upon  the  tenth  of  Odtober  the  king 
commanded  both  houfes  to  attend  him  in  Chrift- 
Church  Hall,  and  told  them,  "  that  he  was  confi- 
dent they  did  all  believe,  that  if  it  had  not  been 
ibfolutely  neceffary  to  confult  with  them,  he  would 
not  have  called  them  together  at  that  time,  when 
the  contagion  had  fpread  itfelf  over  fo  many  parts 
of  the  kingdom;  and  that  he  thanked  them  for 
their  compliance  fo  far  with  his  defires."  He  re- 
minded them  of  his  having  entered  upon  the  war 
by  their  advice  and  encouragement;  which  made 
him  more  defirous  of  giving  them  as  frequently  as 
poflible  information  of  the  effects  and  condud  of 
it,  that  h^  might  have  the  continuance  of  their 
thearful  fupply  for  carrying  it  on.  He  thca  men-* 
tioned  the  caufes  of  its  having  been  much  .more 
chargeable  than  was  at  firft  imagined.  The  ex- 
traordinary addition  made  to  their  fleets  by  the 
oiemy  rendered  proportionable  preparations  on  his 
part  unavoidably  requifite;  and  God  hid  hitheno 
blefled  his  efforts  with  fuccefs.  Their  intrigues  alfo 
with  foreign  powers  obliged  him  to  encourage 
princes,  whom  they  had  wronged,  to  recover  their 

own 
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own  by  force;  and  he  particularly  inftanced  the       CHAP. 
bi(hop  of  Munfter,  whom  he  had  affifted  with     >     ^     * 
large  fums  of  ready  money,  and  who,  he  believed^        1665. 
was  at  that  time  in  the  bowels  of  their  country 
with  a  powerful  army.     In  the  profecution  of  (uch 
meafures  the  former  fupply,  however  bountiful, 
and  managed  witjii  great  hufbandry,  was  already 
fpent;  and  as  no  offers  towards  a  peace  had  yet 
been  made  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  but,  on  the 
contrary  the  enemy  grew  infolent  from  the  continu*  * 
ance  df  the  plague,  he  hoped  for  fuch  affiflance  as 
would  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  to  defend 
himfelf  againfl  any  new  acceffion  of  enemies. 

The  chancellor,  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  kinsfs 
command,  entered  into  a  more  circumftantial  nar- 
rative of  the  progrefs  of  the  war,  the  viftory  ob- 
tained by  the  duke,  the  vaft  number  of  prifoners, 
and  of  fick  and  wounded  men,  a  charge  that  had 
not  been  computed,  the  unreafonable  conceffions  - 
expefted  by  the  Dutch,  and  the  menacing  inter- 
pofition  of  France.  After  thus  endeavouring  to 
inflame  their  zeal  for  the  honour  of  the  king  and 
nation,  he  next  gave  an  account  of  many  treafon- 
able  deiigns,  which,  he  (aid,  would  have  been 
lately  carried  into  execution,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  vigilance  of  government,  and  the  general's  un- 
wearied induftry. 

With 
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CHAP.  With  refpeft  to  this  latter  "part  of  the  chancel- 

V    _J     i     lor's  fpeech,  though  he  was  too  liable  to  be  im- 

1665,        pofed  upon  in  fuch  matters,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  at 

this  time  there  were  jufter  grounds  of  alarm^  and 

ftronger  motives  for  circumfpeftion  than  at  any 

former  period.    The  emiflaries  of  the  Dutch  had 

^  been  very  adive  in  fomenting  the  national  dHcon- 
tents,  and  in  urging  the  republicans  and  feiSaries 
to  an  infurredtion*.     Some  went  abroad,  and  cn- 

'  gaged  in  their  fervice,  and  it  is  likely  that  others 
who  ftaid  at  home,  were  not  better  a&fted  to  the 
prefent  government.  But  the  projefts  of  a  few 
defperate  individuals  were  not  to  be  checked,  nor 
the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  ftate  provided  for  by 
mcrcding  the  rigours  of  perfecution.  Thb  was  a 
fundamental  errqr,  which  the  chancellor  did  not 

*  Sqon  after  the  commencei^ent  of  the  rupture,  the  Dutch 
(cm  an  invitation  tq  general  Ludlow  to  repair  to  Holland,  with 
the  offer  of  being  put  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  which, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  party  in  England,  might  be  fufE- 
cient  to  reftore  the  Commonwealth :  but  this  truly  great  man 
refufed  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  the  kindy  ^nl^  th^  Dutch 
would  give  (atisfia^ion  for  the  treachery  they  (lad  been  guilty  of, 
in  delivering  up  Okey,  Corbet,  and  Barkftead  at  the  folicitation 
of  the  perfidious  Downing.  The  Engliih  court,  about  the  fame 
time,  fufpe^ing  that  this  general  would  enter  into  meafures  'with 
the  Dutch,  fent  four  perfons  into  Switzerland  to  aflaffinate  him ; 
but  the  intent  was  defeated  by  his  withdrawing  from  Vcvcj,  the 
ufual  place  of  his  refidence,  and  keeping  himfelf  for  fome  time 
concealed. 

difcovcr 
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difcover  till  it  was  too  late ;  and  in  which^  as  I  GH  AP* 

have  repeatedly  obferyed,  his  fears  and  prejudices  y     J'  _j 
made  him  the  conftant  dupe  of  the  duke  of  York's        i6§5, 
artful  iniinuations.- 


The  king  could  not  expeft  or  wifli  a  fuller  con-  Vpteof  findh 
currence  from  a  parliament  than  he  now  found.  ^^^ 
With  very  litde  hefitation  they  voted  the  fum  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
railed  by  monthly  affeffments  for  his  majefty*s  pre- 
fent  fupply ;  and  upon  a  hint  given  them,  that  a 
tcftimony  of  their  gratitude  for  the  viftory  ob- 
tained by  the  duke  of  York  at  die  imminent  ha- 
zard of  his  life,  would  pleafe  the  king  very  much, 
they  added  to  their  firft  vote  of  fupply  another 
month's  afleffment,  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
which  they  defired  his  majefty  to  confer  as  a  free- 
gift  upon  his  royal  highnefs.  After  this  a  bill  was  Fw-milc 
carried  through  both  houfes,  though  not  without 
feme  oppofition  in  the  lords,  for  prohibiting  all 
Aon-conforming  preachers,  or  teachers,  under  a  pe- 
nalty of  forty  pounds  for  each  offence,  from  dwel- 
ling or  comings  unlefs  upon  die  road,  within  five 
miles  of  any  city,  town  corporate,  or  borough,  or 
anyplace,  where  tiiey  had  before  officiated *.     It 

is 

*  After  the  Aft  of  Unifonnity,  and  the  Aft  againft  Conven- 
ticles, this  Five-mile  Aft,  as  it  was  called,  feemed  to  be  the  laft 
ftcp  in  the  climax  of  intolerance ;  for  to  deprive  men  of  the 
means  of  fubfiilence  implies  more  deliberate  cruelty,  though  it 

does 
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WIAP.      is  remarkable  thaf  the  chancellor's  ftrongeft  oppo* 

^       /     *    nents  in  the  debate  on  this  bill  were  Ihe  carl  of 

1665.        Southampton  and  lord  Alhley,  the  one  his  finc^eft 

friend,  and  the  othef  his  determined  eneoiy ;  the 

one  averfe  to  perfecution  from  the  ftrongeft  motives 

,  does  not  excite  fo  much  horror  as  fire  and  faggots.  By  this  aft, 
**  all  perfons  in  holy  orders,  or  pretended  holy  orders,  who  had 
not  declared  their  affent  and  conient  to  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  according  to  the  Aft  of  Uniformity,  and  did  not  take 
and  fubfcribe  the  oath  of  non-reiiflance  therein  contained ;  to- 
gether with  ail  fuch  as  ihouM  take  upon  them  to  preach  in  any 
conventicle,  or  meeting  for  exercife  of  religion  contrary  to  law, 
were  not  (unlefs  only  in  paffing  the  road)  to  come,  or  be  within 
five  miles  of  any  city,  town  corporate,  or  borough  that  fends 
*  burgefles  to  parliament;  nor  within  five  miles  of  any  place 
where  they  had  ofiiciated«  or  taken  upon  them  to  preach ;  upon 
the  pain  of  forfeiting  forty  pounds  for  fuch  offence :  Nor  was 
any  perfon  ib  reflrained,  or  who  fhould  not  take  the  (aid  oath, 
and  frequent  divine  fervice,  to  teach  any  fchool,  or  take  any 
boarders  or  tablers  that  were  taught  by  any  other,  on  pain  like* 
wife  of  forfeiting  forty  pouijds :  And  two  juilices,  upon  oath 
/  made  of  any  offence  againfl  the  aft,  were  to  commit  the  offender 

for  fix  montlis,  without  bail  or  mainprife.''  Is  it  not  aftomih- 
ing  that  fo  in^nlous  an  aft,  framed-  and  palled  by  about  one 
hundred  of  Charles  the  fecond*s  menial  fervants,  for  of  fuch  .the 
houfe  of  commons  at  Oxford  was  almoft  wholly  compofed, 
ftiould  be  ftill  fuffered  to  difgrace  our  flatute-book  !  A  party  of 
thofe  ignorant  and  corrupt  creatures  had  even  formed  the  pro- 
jeft  of  impofing  upon  the  whole  nation  the  necefiity  of  perjuring 
themfelves,  by  making  every  fubjeft  fwear,  "  that  it  was  not 
lawful^  upon  any  pretence  'wbatfoenjer,  to  take  arms  againft  the 
king,  or  againfl  thofe  that  were  commiffioned  by  him ;"  and 
they  were  fo  near  carrying  this  point,  that  upon  the  queflion, 
the  bill  they  had  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  was  only  rejefted  by 
three  voices. 
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of  conicience  as  well  as  policy,  and  the  other  very  CHAP, 

indifferent  to  all  religious  confidcrations,  but  deeply  ^       I      ^ 

relenting  the  rejection  of  his  own  fcheme  to  raife  1665. 
money  by  tolerating  papifts. 

As  the  courts  of  law  had  likewife  adjourned  the 
term  to  Oxford,  which  brought  thither  a  great 
concourfe  of  perfons  from  all  places,  even  from 
London  itfelf,  whence  the  communication  of  the 
plague  was  fo  much  to  be  dreaded,  the  parliament 
confined  themfelves  to  the  difpatch  of  neceflary 
buiinefs,  that  they  might  be  difmifTed,  as  foon  as 
poffiUe,  to  their  refpe(%ive  habitations.  But  fome 
time  had  been  unavoidably  lod  upon  the  bill  of 
fupply,  not  from  any  reluftance  to  grant  fo  large  a 
{vm,  which,  as  I  faid  bef6re,  was  voted  with  the 
uonoft  readinefs,  but  from  the  infertion  of  a  new 
clauie  to  alter  the  mode  of  iffuing  money  from  the 
exchequer,  which  gave  rife  to  much  debate,  and 
proved  in  its  confequences  fo  mifchievous,  that  it 
will  not  be  unfit  to  fet  down  a  particular  account 
of  it. 

TLord  Arlington  and  fir  William  Coventry,  the  Innovations 
kcter  of  whom  had  been  lately  knighted,  and  ad-  J-hiequer. 
mitted  a  member  of  the  pnvy  council  and  of  the 
feleft  committee,  were  ftill  unfaiisfied  with  the  ex-       • 
tiaordinary  degree  of  influence  and  elevation  they 
had  attained,  unlefs  they  could  make  a  total  change 
in  the  courfb  and  method  of  the  king's  councils, 

which 
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COAf.  Which  was  not  to  be  done  without  the  removal  of 
>  /  *  the  chancellor  and  treafurer.  Their  malice  was 
1665.  moft  againft  the  chancellor ;  but  they  did  not  as 
yet  think  it  fafe  to  throw  off  the  dilguife  of  a  pre- 
tended efteem  for  him.  They  began  therefore  with 
the  treafurer,  often  infinuating  to  the  king  how  ill 
all  the  bufinefs  of  the  exchequer  was  managed,  by 
reafon  of  the  trcafurer's  continual  infirmities,  which 
obliged  him  to  leave  the  whole  to  the  care  of  his 
fecretary.  As  the  king  was  too  eafy  in  making 
aflignments  upon  his  revenue,  which  the  treafurer 
often  found  himfclf  obliged  to  oppofe,  they  feid 
that  it  was  a  high  arrogance  and  prefumption  in 
Smy  fubjeft  ro  ftop  the  king's  fignature  ;^  and  that 
the  want  of  money,  which  the  treafurer  alledged  to 
juftify  fuch  refufals,  proceeded  from  his  own  un- 
&ilfulnefs  and  ina6Uvity.  Lord  Alhley  had  for 
fome  time  engaged  with  them  in  the  (ame  in- 
trigue, in  the  hope  of  getting  the  trealurer's  place; 
but  when  he  found  that  they  intended  nothing  of 
advantage  to  him,  he  ceafed  to  pufti  that  matter, 
though  in  all  other  particulars  he  fided  with  them. 

The  two  aflbciates,  however,  fbon  found  another 
perfon  much  more  ufeful  to  them  in  promoting 
their  immediate  defigns  againft  the  treafurer.  This 
was  fir  George  Downing,  who  having  for-  fome 
years  held  the  office  of  a  teller  of  the  exchequer, 
and  being  of  a  reftlefs  brain,  learned  enough  of  the 
nature  of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  courfe  of  the  re- 
ceipts^ 
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ceipts,-  to  make  others,  who  underftood  lefs  of  it,  CHAP, 
ima^e  that  he  knew  the  bottom  of  it,  and  that  t  '  j 
the  expedients,  which  Ihould  be  propofed  by  him  iWj. 
towards  a  reforaiation,  would  be  readily  adopted. 
He  was  much  di&tisfied  with  the  treafurer's  giving 
aflignments.upon  the  receipts  of  the  revenue  to  the 
bankers,  who  fupplied  government  with  money ; 
by  which  means,  though  the  tellers  of  the  exche- 
quer received  their  juft  fees,  they  had  not  what 
they  would  have  uken,  if  the  fums  fo  affigned  for 
the  repayment  of  the  bankers  had  pafled  through 
their  hands.  Motives  therefore  of  immediate  inte- 
reft  in  his  own  office,  as  well  as  the  delire  of  in- 
creafing  his  confequence  with  fuch  men  as  fir  Wil- 
liam Coventry  and  lord  Arlington,  made  him  very 
ready  to  inftru6t  them  in  all  the  pretended  mifcar- 
ris^s  and  overiights  of  the  treafury,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  fbme  plaufiWe  innovations*  "  The  root  of 
all  evil,"  he  faid,  "  was  the  unlimited  power  of 
the  lord  treafurer,  without  whofe  warrant  no  mo- 
ney could  be  iflued  even  at  the  king's  defire,  which 
feeiucd  a  very  great  incongruity,"  He  added, 
"  that  the  bankers  had  fecured  the  treafurer's  fa- 
vour, and  thereby  engroffed  all  the  money  of  the 
ftate  i  but  that  by  inferting  a  claufe  into  the  bill 
of  fupply,  jfor  confining  the  payments  at  the  ex- 
chequer to  thofe  perfons  only,  and  for  thofe  pur- 
pofcs  to  which  his  majefly  himfelf  fhould  afiign 
them»  all  inconveniences  would  be  prevented,  the 
inordinate  power  of  the  treafurer  diminiflied,  the 

credit 
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CHAP,      credit  of  the  exchequo*  mi&d,  and  die  4Li&g  m* 
^       '   *     licvcd  from  the  humiliating  fonnalitie$  of  wanants 
J665.        and  privy  fcals." 

Sir  William  Coventry  and  lord  Arlington  were 
hi^y  delighted  with  thefe  remarks,  fo  favourable 
to  their  wifhes,  and  fo  likely  to  be  approved  by  the 
king.  They  took  Downing  to  his  ms^efty,  and 
made  him  enlarge  on  the  many  mifchiefs  that 
would  be  remedied,  and  the  vail  convenience  and 
advantage  that  would  accrue  to  his  majeflys  fer- 
vice  by  the  new  method  that  he  had  deviibd.  He 
even  made  the  king  believe,  that  this  preyed  of 
appropriating  all  the  Branches  of  the  revenue  to 
particular  purpofes,  without  the  treafucer'J  xon- 
troul,  would  quickly  raiie*  die  i:eputation  of  his 
his  nu^efty*s  exchequer  fo  high,  that  all  men  would 
depofit  their  money  there,  andi^  would  become  die 
bed  and  greateil  bank  in  Europe.  The  king  was 
k  intoxicated  with  thefe  notions  thatnoai^mests 
on  tibe  odier  fide  of  the  queflion  were  even  thought 
of.  He  never  conferred  with  any  body  die  on  the 
fiibjeft ;  but  defired  that  when  the  Inli  for  foi^iy 
ihould  be  read  a  fecond  time  and  commxtced, 
Downing  (hould  offer  his  pcovifo ;  and  t^ecgnie  it 
was  forefeen  that  it  might  be  oppofed  even  bf 
many  of  the  court-party.  Downing  and  the  other 
two  were  authorized  privately  to  ailure  ftich  per- 
ibns»  that  it  was  offered  with  the  king^6  apfToba- 
tbn.    His  mafefly  refolved  alio  to  aew  model  the 

whole 
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whole  gOTerament  of  his  treafury,  and  not  to  have      CHAP. 
a  fuperior  officer  much  longer ;  but  this  laft  inten-  ^ 

tion  he  communicated  to  thofe  only  who  devifed        i66s» 
the  projeft* 

In  order  to  give  the  intended  claufe  the  moft 
plaufible  and  popular  (hapCt  they  contrived  it  fo 
artfully,  as  if  all  the  money,  to  be  raifed  by  the 
bill  for  fupply  was  to  be  applied  ta  thofe  ends  only 
for  which  it  was  granted,  and  to  no  other  purpofe 
whatfbever,  by  what  authority  focver.  When  this 
flrange  provifo  was  moved  for  by  Downing,  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  the  folicitor-general 
and  many  others  were  fo  ftartled  at  the  (eemtng 
rcftriifcion  it  impofed  even  upon  the  king  himfelf^ 
that  they  would  never  have  fuffcred  it  to  be  com- 
mitted, if  they  had  not  been  aflured  by  Mr.  Co- 
ventry, that  it  was  brought  in  by  the  king's  own 
direfbon,  and  for  purpofes  well  underftood  by  his 
majefty.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  th^  king 
fenc  for  the  folicitor,  and  forbad  him  any  more  to 
oppofe  that  provifo.  He  alfo  fpoke  to  fome  other 
members  of  the  houfe  upon  the  fubjed ;  ancKall 
oppoficion  being' now  removed,  it  pafled  the  com- 
m<»is^"^eSS^the  corredion  only  of  a  few  abfurdi- 
ties,  not  forefeen  by  th    framers  of  it. 

Money-bills  feldom  ftay  long  with  the  lords. 
The  houfe  of  commons  being  the  inunediate  repre- 
fcntative  of  the  people,  it  is  prefimied,  that  they 

yoL.  II.  '         N  beft 
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CHAP,  bcft  know  whvLt  the  peopie  cimi  bear,  or  aic  willing 
^  to  fiibmit  to.  Whatever  therefoie  die  right  or  pri- 
1665.  vilcgc  of  tlie  lords  may  be,  it  would  be  very  un- 
gracious in  them  to  put  any  flop  to  the  paffiige  of 
fiich  bills ;  fo  that  when  they  are  once  adjufted  by 
the  commons,  the^  pafs  throu^  the  houie  of  peen 
with  the  reading  twice  and  formal  commicments, 
in  whicK  any  alterations  are  fo  rarely  made,  that 
the  engroifinent  (ent  up  by  the  commons  is  ufually 
the  bill  itielf  that  is  prefented  to  the  king  for  his 
aflent.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  bill  of  (upply 
was  fent  to  the  lords,  all  other  aAs,  which  were 
thought  necefikry  fqr  the  prefent  ieffion,  havii^ 
pailed  both  houfes  while  this  was  preparing,  many 
members  of  the  commons  left  the  town,  coisoeiving 
that  nothing  more  remained  for  them  to  do»  and 
that  the  king,  on  paffing  that  aft  with  die  others 
which  were  ready,  would  prorogue  the  parliament 
Out  of  fear  of  the  ficknefs.  But  the  novelty  of 
Downing's  ckufe  ib  furprifed  the  lords,  that  they 
thought  it  worthy  of  a  very  ierious  confidenttiou. 

It  happened  to  be  in  an  ill  conjunfture^  when 
the  terrible  cold  weather  kept  tlie  lord  treafurer 
from  going  out  of  his  chamber  for  fear  of  the 
gout,  of  which  the  chancellor  had,  at  the*  fame 
time,  fo  fevere  an  attack  as  to  be  obliged  to  re- 
main in  his  bed;  and  neither  of  them  had  received 
information  of  this  affiur.  But  m4ny  of  the  lords 
now  fpoke  to  thocn  upon  the  fubje&  3  axid  (otac 

went 
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went  to  the  king  to  let  him  know  the  prejudice      CHAP. 

that  the  new  provifo  would  certainly  bring  upon     ^     /  / 

him.     Even  lord  Afliley,  who  had  been  privy  to        1665.  ! 

the  beginning  of  the  fcheme,  finding  himfelf  left  1 

out  in  the  moft  fecret  part  of  it,  paffionately  in-  j 

veighed  againft  it  both  in  public  and  private,  and  ' 

finding  in  the  fertility  of  his  wit  and  invention  moifc 

objedtions  to  it  than  any  body  elfe  had  made,  he  (b 

alarmed  the  king  with  remarks  on  its  deftrudbive 

coniequences,  that  his  majefty  confented  to  have 

the  matter  debated  in  his  prefence.    He  thereupon 

ordered   a  meeting  at  the  chancellor's  chamber, 

where  his  majefty  and  his  brother  were  prefent,  as 

alfo  the  chancellor  in  his  bed,  the  lord  treafurer, 

lords  Aftiley  and  Arlington,  fir  William  Coventry, 

the  attorney  arid  folicitor-general  and  fir  George 

Dowhing,  who  the  king  ftill  believed  would  be 

able  to  anfwer  all  objedlions. 

The  firft  Argument  urged  againft  the  claufe  was 
its  novelty,  which  might  lead  to  unforefeen  evils, 
bcfides  immediately  transferring  the  authority  of 
Ac  treafurer,  and  of  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer to  the  tellers,  who  were  fubordinatc  officers, 
tnd  confining  the  various  fupplics  to  fuch  particu- 
lar purpofes,  that  his  majefty  would  never  be  ma- 
iler of  his  own  money,  nor  the  mimfters  of  his 
■evenuc  ever  able  to  make  affignments  for  defray- 
pg  any  cafual  expences  of  what  nature  foever. 
the  king  htd  fo  little  reverence  for  old  forms  and 
N  2  orders, 
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CHAP.  orders,  that  the  objeftion  of  novelty  father  ad- 
■^  /  i  vanced  than  obftrufted  any  propofal.  He  was  a 
1665.  great  lover  of  new  inventions,  and  thought  them 
the  effefts  of  wit  and  fpirit,  and  fit  to  controul  the 
fuperftitious  obfervance  of  the  dictates  of  our  an- 
ceftprs.  That  argument  therefore  made  little  im- 
preffioni  and  as  to  the  want  of  power  in  the  dif- 
pofad  of  his  own  money,  he  faid,  it  would  be  am- 
'  ply  recompenfed  by  the  eftablifhment  of  his  bank, 
all  difcourfe  againft  which  was  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  pure  ignorance.  One  of  the  lords  having 
aiferted  that  the  imagination  of  a  bank  was  a  mere 
chimera^  fir  George  was*  let  loofe  to  inftruft  thera 
how  eafy  it  was  to  be  eftablifhed.  He  talked  in  as 
imperious  ftile  of  the  banks  of  Amfterdam,  Genoa, 
and  Venice  j  faid  they  had  been  fettled  by  the  in- 
duftry  of  very  few  perfons,  wheii  the  greateft  men 
thought  fuch  attempts  imprafticable;  andaflerted, 
that  his  majefly's  exchequer  would  by  means  of 
the  propofed  reform  quickly  furpafs  any  of  thofe 
banks  in  credit,  and  make  Ei^land  the  feat  of  all 
the  trade  in  Chriftendom.  Then  affumii^  all  he 
faid  to  be  demonftration,  he  wrapped  himfelf  wp, 
according  to  his  cuftom,  in  a  mift  of  words,  that 
nobody  could  fee  light  in,  but  they,  who  by  oftca 
Hearing  the  fame  chatjhought  they  underftood  k. 
He  never  fecmed  to  confider  that  the  fecurity  for 
the  money  depofited  in  any  of  the  banks  he  men- 
tioned was  the  republic  itfelf,  which  muft  expire 
before  that  fecurrty  could  fail  j  but  that  no  fuch 

confidence 
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confidence  could  be  placed  in  a  king's  exchequer,  CHAJP.  - 
where  the  fole  word  of  die  monarch  might  cancel  t  '  .  ^ 
every  formal  provifion.  x^j« 

The  next  objedtion  was  againft  the  injufticc  of 
the  claufe,  and  the  ill  confequences  of  that  injuf- 
dce.  Money  had  been  borrowed  from  the  bankers 
upon  the  credit  of  this  bill,  as  foon  as  the  firft  vote 
bad  pafied  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  fo  confi- 
derable  a  fupply ;  and  the  treafurer  had  alfo  made 
afl^nments  upon  fevend  branches  of  the  revenue, 
which  had  been  rcferved  for  tlic  army  and  the  im- 
mediate expences  of  the  king  and  queen's  houfe- 
hold,  upon  prefumption  that  enough  would  come^ 
in  from  this  new  adt  of  parliament  to  replace  the 
fums,  which  had  been  thus  anticipatedt  But  by 
the  new  provifo  efpecial  care  was  taken,  that  none 
of  the  money  to  be  raifed  (hould  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  any  debt  contrafted  before  the  royal 
aflenr  was  given  to  the  bill ;  fo  that  both  the  mo- 
liey  lent  by  the  bankers  upon  the  promife  made  to 
them  muft  be  unpaid  and  unfecured;  and  the 
furas  alfo,  which  had  been  anticipated  upon  parti- 
cular branches  of  the  revenue,  and  diverted  from 
their  original  ufe,  not  being  replaced,  would  leave 
the  army  and  boufehold  unproviddd  for.  Befides 
the  bankers  had  the  king's  word,  and  the  Qngage- 
ment  of  the  minifters  of  the  revenue,  that  all  new 
bills  of  fupply  fiiould  ftili  make  good  what  former 
fecuritie^  were  pot  fufl|cient  to  doj  for  by  the 
N  3  heavy 
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CHAP.  heavy  vilUatioa  of  the  plague,  the  aflSgnmcnts, 
^  '  i  which  had  been  made  on  the  excifc  and  chinincj'- 
1665.  money,  proved  very  deficient ;  and  in  confequencc 
of  the  decay  of  trade  occafioned  by  the  war  and 
ficknefs,  the  affigaoients  on  the  cuftoms  brought 
in  fo  little  money,  that  the  debt  to  the  banken  re- 
mained almoft  a3  high  as  it  was  a  year  before,  not- 
withftanding  the  liberal  grant  of  the  two  millions 
and  a  half.  When  it  fliould  be  known  therefore, 
that  the  new  fupply  was  exempt  from  the  payment 
pf  any  of  thofe  and  the  like  debts,  it  would  be  a 
great  heart-breaking  to  the  bankers,  who  had  not 
only  lent  the  king  all  their  own  property,  but  the 
property  of  many  thouiands  of  other  men,  who 
would  nqw  be  deprived  of  all  profpcft,  or  likcli-* 
hood  of  being-ever  repaid.  It  was  tartbcr  ui^ged, 
tkiat  befides  the  diihonour  and  injuflice  of  fuch  4 
breach  of  faith,  nothing  could  be  more  evident 
than  that,  let  the  future  neceiiities  of  the  crown  be 
ever  fo  great,  there  could  be  no  hope  of  borrow- 
ing money,  iince  it  would  be  no  longer  in  the 
power  of  the  king  himfelf  to  make  any  affignment 
upon  new  tmpofitions. 

The  king  feemed  much  troubled  at  any  lofs  the 
bankers  might  fuftam ;  but  it  was  very  plain  that 
the  contrivers  of  the  projeft  did  not  care  what  ruin 
befel  thofe  public  creditors,  and  that  his  majcfty 
himfeJf  was  in  this  inftance  too  I'egardlefs  of  his 
own  credit  and  charader.     Downing  broke  out 

into 
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iBtomai^  indecent  ai\d  bitter  inveftives  ^gainft  CBLfcP. 
the  bankers :  he  called  them  cheats,  bloodfuckers,  »^  /  ^ 
extortioners ;  and  aflerted  that  they  wece  the  caufes  |66(. 
of  all  the  king's  neceffities,  and  of  the  want  of  mo* 
ney  throughout  the  kingdom.  He  flighted  what 
was  paft  as  fufiiciently  provided  for  -,  and  under* 
took  that  for  the  future  the  king  fhould  never  moc8 
want  fuch  dearly  purchafed  afliflance ;  for  that  this 
ad,  he  (aid,  would  be  no  fooner  paft,  than  money, 
upon  the  credit  of  it,  would  be  poured  into  the 
tzchequer  &{ler  than  it  could  be  told.  His  ma* 
jefty  could  not  pretend  that  he  was  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  with  fuch  vague  anfwers  to  fo  weighty  an  obn 
jedion :  he  affeded  to  wilh  that  the  matter  had 
been  better  confulted,  or  that  fome  amendments 
could  be  made  in  the  bill,  without  cafling  out  the 
provifbj  the  foundation  and  end  of  which  ftill 
pleafed  him  for  thofe  reafons,  which  he  would  not 
ccxnmunicate^  and  for  which,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  it  ought  to  have  been  rejeded.  It  even 
appeared  that  there  was  no  real  deltre  for  any  ma- 
terial alterations.  It  was  fuggefted  that  they  might 
give  occafion  to  mqre  debate  j  and  that,  as  feveral 
of  the  beft  affeded  members  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mon$  were  gone  out  gf  town,  when  the  bill  fo  al- 
tered (hould  he  fent  down  thither  again,  it  might 
be  longer  detained  there  than  would  ht  convenient 
for  the  public,  or  agreeable  to  the  general  impa- 
tience for  a  prorogation.  Upon  the  whole,  his  ma- 
jedy  faid,  that  it  was  better  not  to  run  the  hazard 
N4  of 
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I  CHAP.  of  delay,  but  to  make  fuch  amendments  only  as 
V  /  ^  would  be  confented  to  in  both  houfes  as  foon  as 
1665.  they  were  read.  The  bill  accordingly  met  with  no 
farther  interruption  5  and  the  king  having  given  his 
aflent  to  it,  and  to  the  other  ads  that  had  been 
fome  days  in  readinefs  ♦,  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued to  April  following. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  at  the  private  conful- 
tation,  the  Chancellor  was  prompted  by  Downihg's 
infolence,  and  perhaps  in  fome  degree  by  the  pain 
which  he  then  fuffered  from  the  gout,  to  break  out 
into  fome  unufual  afpcrities  of  language :  he  (harply 
reprehended  Downing  for  his  arrogance  iti  under- 
taking to  fet  fuch  a  defign  on  foot,  that  concerned 
the  whole  fabric  of  the  exchequer,  in  which  he  fiUed 
an  inferior  place,  without  firft  communicating  it 
to  his  fuperior  officers,  and  receiving  their  advice  ^ 
and  told  him,  "  that  it  was  impoilible  for  the  king 
to  be  well  ferved,  whilft  fellows  of  his  condition 
were  admitted  to  fpeak  as  much  as  they  had  a  mind 

*  Bdide3  thofe  abovc;-mentioned,  and  the  continuation  of  the 
former  z€t  for  reflraining  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  parliament 
had  alfo  prepared  a  bill  for  attainting  fuch  of  his  majell}'*s  fub- 
jc6ls  as  were  engaged  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  if  they  did  not  appear 
upon  a  day  prefixed,  after  notice  by  the  king's  procLunation ; 
but  even  in  this  they  (hewed  a  greater  defire  to  oblige  thckiagy 
than  to  promote  thcr  public  fervice;  for  they  left  entirely  to  his 
majefly  the  nomination  of  any  perfons  who  might  be  obnoxious 
to  him,  and  who,  indeed,  were  prticularly  aimed  at  in  this  bill 
of  attainder. 
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to ;  and  that  in  the  bcft  times  fuch  prefumption      CHAP. 
would  have  been  puniflied  with  iinprifonment  by    t        '      ^ 
the  lords  of  the  council."        , 


1665. 


There  was  no  notice  taken  at  the  time,  nor  any 
reply  made  to  the  chancellor's  unguarded  vehe- 
mence. But  thofe  who  felt  that  the  fling  was 
aimed  at  them  as  well  as  at  the  teller  of  the  exche^ 
quer,  found  quickly  opportunity  to  incenfe  the 
king,  and  to  make  him  believe,  that  the  chancel- 
lor's behaviour  was  a  greater  affront  to  his  majefty, 
than  to  Downing ;  that  a  gentleman  (hould  undergo 
fuch  reproach  in  the  king's  own  prefence,  for  no 
odier  reafon  but  having  with  all  humility  prefented 
to  his  majefty  an  information,  which  he  was  ]ed  into 
by  the  very  nature  of  his  office ;  and  having  after- 
wards followed  the  direftions  given  by  the  king 
himfelf ;  and  that,  if  this  were  overlooked,  it  muft: 
terrify  all  men  from  giving  his  majefty  any  light  in 
his  own  affairs,  fo  that  he  would  know  nothing  of 
his  neareft  concerns  but  what  his  chief  minifters 
fhould  think  fit  to  impart  to  him.  Feeling  them- 
felves  upon  advantageous  ground,  they  made  the 
moft  of  it  J  and  whatever  their  wit,  fharpened  by 
aialice,  could  fuggeft,  they  inforced  with  warmth, 
which  now  appeared  the  effefts  of  zeal  for  the 
king's  dignity.  All  this  could  not  fail  of  making 
impreflion  -,  and  though  the  chancellor,  fome  time 
after,  on  the  king's  expreffing  a  great  refentment 
©f  his  behaviour  &t  the  conference,   made  the  beft 

apology 
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CHAP.      apology  he  could,  yet  he  had  reafon  to  thmk  that 
,  >     ^'_i     the  infinuations  of  his  enemies  were  not  wholly 
1665.        forgotten. 

The  purpoiib  of  making  the  alteration  in  the  go- 
vernment of  the  treafury  was  purfued  very  induftri* 
oufly.     The  framers  of  the  provifo^  in  the  money 
bill  had  flattered  themfelves,  that  the  indignity  of 
the  affront  thereby  put  upon  the  treafurer  would 
have  prompted  him  to  give  up  his  ftaff ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  would  have  done  fo,  if  he  had  not 
been  diffuaded  by  his  friends  from  gratifying  thofe 
who  wiflied  him  out  of  the  way.    That  plot  there- 
fore not  fucceeding,  they  perfuaded  the  king  to  try 
another  expedient ;  and  as  they  heard  that  it  was 
the  chancellor  alone  who  had  prevented  the  treafu- 
rer from  refigning,  they  faid,  that  if  his  mskjeRj 
would  clearly  tell  the  chancellor  how  agreeable  it 
would  be  to  him  to  have  the  ftaff  given  up,  there 
was  no  doubt  but  that  fuch  an  intimation  would 
have  the  defired  effedk.     The  king  purfued  their 
inftrudions  with  great  delicacy  and  artifice  ^  lM2t 
the  chancellor  pleaded  fo  ftrongly  in  favour  of  his 
old  friend,  and  engaged  the  duke  of  York  to  be- 
come  fo  warm  an  advocate  for  his  continuance^ 
that  the  king  gave  up  the  point,  and  the  contrivers, 
of  the  fcheme  did  not  cbufe  to  prefs  him  any  far* 
ther  at  prefent.  They  toak  care,  however,  to  pUce 
his  majefty's  irrefolutenefs  (which  they  (aid  ftiU  en- 
abled the  chancellor  taimpbfeupon  him)  m  fuch  a 

point 
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point  of  view,  that  dbc  king  did  not  think  the      CHAP, 
better  of  ti|c  chancellor  or  the  tres^urer,  for  his  re-    i^ 
ceding  at. that  time  from  profecuting  what  he  had        i66{« 
fo  pofitively  refolved  to  have  done ;  and  he  pro* 
mif^  his  favourite  advifers  to  be  firmer  to  his  next 
determination. 


Thofe  private  intrigues  and  contentions  unhap-  Dilgracein- 
pily  prevailed  too  much  in  all  his  majefty's  coun-  ^IflrSLa 
cils,  and  at  a  time  when  the  ilate  of  public  afl^rs  ^ich. 
required  the  utmoft  unanimity  and  vigour.  The 
return  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich  from  the  unTuccefs* 
ful  expedition  to  Berghen  furniflied  new  matter  for 
a  different  train  of  cabals.  He  had  been  obliged, 
for  the  reafons  before  explained,  to  remove  out  of 
thofe  northern  feas  to  the  coafts  of  Holland,  where 
there  were  harbours  enough  for  his  whole  fleet  to 
ride  &ie.  In  the  interval  receiving  intelligence 
that  De  Ruyter  was  pafled  by  for  Norway,  to  con- 
voy home  the  rich  merchant  (hips,  the  earl  took  all 
the  care  he  could  to  puthimfelf  in  the  way  of  their 
return  s  but  the  darknefs  and  length  of  the  nights 
fo  favoured  them,  that  they  efcaped  his  vigilance, 
with  the  lofs,  however,  of  a  few  of  their  flragglers, 
and  two  of  their  moft  valuable  Eaft-Indiamen, 
which  were  furprized  and  boarded  at  break  of  day, 
when  they  thought  themfelves  in  the  middle  of 
their  own  fleet. 


Thb 
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CHAP,  This  booty  came  very  opportunely  to  fupply  the 

>  '  I  prefent  neceffities  of  the  iiavy ;  but  it  being  much 
1665.  igfg  ^Ij^j^  ^^5  expedtcd,  the  news  no  fobner  arrived 
at  Oxford,  but  intelligence  came  with  it  of  many 
overfights  which  had.  been  committed,  and  oppor- 
tuniries  loft  3  otherwife  it  ^  had  been  eafy  to  have 
taken  the  whole  fleet.  Sir  William  Coventry,  who 
'  hvi  contributed  to  the  preferment   of  the  carl  of 

Sandwich,  only  that  he  might  crofs  prince  Rupen, 
received  much,  intelligence  from  fcveral  ofiicers  in 
tife  fleet,  which  he  fcattered  abroad  to  the  earl's 
prejudice,  and  was  willing  that  it  (hould  be  be- 
lieved, that  he  had  been  too  wary  in  avoiding  dan- 
ger. But  thefe  reports,  not  being  countenanced  by 
either  phe  king,  or  duke,  ferved  only  to  fhew  the 
eagernefs  pi  the  earl's  enemies  to  difcredit  and  in- 
jure him  ;  and  they  could  not  wifti  for  a  more  fe- 
vourable  opportunity  of  executing  their  purpofe 
than  his.  own  indifcretion  or  avarice  very  fopn  fiir- 
nnhed  them  with. 

It  was  a  conftam  and  a  kno wn- rule  in  (1^  ad- 
miralty, that  when  a  fliip  is  taken  from  the  enemy» 
bulk  is  not  to  be  broken  till  it  be  brought  into  tbc 
port,  and  adjudged  lawful  prize.  It  (eems*  thar 
when  the  earl's  fleet  returned  to  the  harbour,  the 
flag-officers  applied  to  him  for  fome  reward  ogt  of 
the  Eaft-India  fliips^  for  the  fatigue  and  danger 
they  had  undergone.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
vicctchamberlain,  who  was  alfo  treafurer  of  the 

na\7, 


CHAP. 
266V 


THE   UBIGK   OF   CHAltt.ES   II.  ^69 

miYy,  to  infonxl  the  king  of  their  requeft,  which  he  ^^J^* 
himlelf  thought  very  reafonable.  The  vice-cham- 
berlain having  (hewn  the  letter  to  the  king,  returned 
his  niijgefty's  approbation ;  but  before  ^he  anfwer 
reached  the  earl,  he  had 'executed  the  defign,  and 
diftributed  as  much  of  the  goods  to  each  of  the 
flag-officers  as  were  eftimated  at  one  thouiand 
pounds,  and  took  to  the  value  of  two  thoufand 
pounds  to  himfelf.  This  {uddenly  made  fuch  a 
noife  and  outcry  as  if  all  the  (hips  had  been  plun* 
dered  by  the  feamen ;  and  they  ^ain  cried  out  as 
much  that  no  care  was  taken  of  them,  but  all  given 
to  the  flag-officers. 

The  general,  who  had  nothing  like  kindnefs  for 
the  earl  of  Sandwich,  and  thought  his  fervices  very 
much  over-rated  by  the  king  at  the  reftoration, 
received  notice  of  this  late  tranfadtipn,  before  it 
reached  Oxford-  Under  the  (hew  of  great  care 
for  .every  part  of  the  public  fervice,  but  in  truth 
from  private  animofity,  he  fent  orders  to  all  the 
port-towns  to  feize  upon  goods,  which  were 
brought  in  (hallops  from  the  fleet;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  wrote  to  Oxford,  aggravating  all  the  ill' 
confequences  of  the  earl's  proceeding,  which,  he 
faid,  would  fpoil  the  fale  of  what  remained  of  thofe 
ibips,  fince  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  probably 
would  have  been  the  befl:  chapmen,  would  not  now 
be  forward  to  buy,  fince  fo  much  was  already  dif- 
pofed  of  to  other  bands,  as  would  fpoil  the  market. 

The 
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CHAft  Xhe  king  was  juftly  difpleafcd  with  the  eari*s  prc^* 
^  /  *  cipitancy.  Why  had  his  majcfty's  approbation 
i66{.  been  defired,  when  the  earl  refolved  to  do  the 
thing,  before  he  could  receive  an  anfwcr?  The 
king  was  now  glad,  that  the  earl  had  not  waited 
for  the  anfwer,  becaufe  he  would  then  hare  been 
more  excu(able.  But  the  duke,  who  had  been 
conftandy  kind  to  the  earl,  was  offended  in  the 
higheil  degree,  and  thought  himfelf  injured  and 
afironted  beyond  any  precedent.  His  advice,  as 
the  fuperior  officer,  ought  to  have  been  a(ked;  and 
for  the  earl  to  alTume  the  rewarding  of  officers,  by 
his  own  authority,  was  to  defraud  and  fob  him  of 
his  proper  right  and  jurifdiftion. 

Sir  William  Coventry  had  now  fuil  fea-room  to 
give  vent  to  all  his  paflions,  and  to  incenfethe 
duke,  who  wanted  no  farther  incitement.     Hmt$ 
were  thrown  out,  that  if  the  earFs  cohdii&  pro* 
ceeded  from  covetoufnefs,  it  was  not  likely  that  it 
could  be  fatisfied  with  fo  litde,  and  therefore  tt 
might  be  faifly  prcfumed,  that,  though  the  officers 
perhaps  received  no  more  than  the  vakie  of  one 
tkoufand  pounds  each,  yet  the  earl  himfelf  would 
not  be  contented  with  fo  little  as  two  thoufand, 
but  would  have  taken  much  more,  which  ought  to 
be. inquired  into  with  thegreateft  ftri<fknefs.  Evciy 
thing  which  had  been  faid  before  of  his  ha/ving 
negleded  many  occafions  of  advantage  over  the 
enemy,  and  of  not  purfuing  them  far  enougbi 

were 
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were  noir  renewed;  and. there  were  great  under-      CHAP, 
hand  endeavours  that  the  houfe  of  commons  might     %     /  _r 
be  inflained  with  this  late  mifdemeanor,  and  pre-        t66$. 
fent  it  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  as  fit  to  be  examined 
and  brought  to  judgment  before  that  tribunal, 
Thej,  who  with  all  the  malice  imaginable  endea- 
voured to  kindle  this  fire,  perfuaded  the  king  and 
the  duke,  that  by  their  fole  aAivity  and  intereft  it 
was  prevented  for  that  time,  becaufe  the  feflion 
was  too  (hon,  and  all  neceffary  e\-:  Jence  could  not 
be  foon  produced  at  Oxford  ;  but  that  as  foon  as 
the  plague  (hould  ccafe  to  fuch  a  degree  in  Lon-t 
don,  that  the  parliament  might  aflemble  there,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  reftrain  the  houfe  of  com-  ^ 

mons  from  purfuing  that  inquiry. 

The  earl,  who  was  not  without  information  of 
the  eflfbrts  and  defigns  of  his  enemies  at  Oxford, 
repaired  thither,  as  foon  as  his  abfoice  from  the 
fleet  could  be  difpenfed  with ;  and  gave  fo  cfcar 
and  foil  an  account  of  his  conduft  while  at  fea^ 
that  both  the  king  and  duke  thought  him  unde- 
ferving  of  any  imputation  of  negligence  or  inad- 
vertency ;  but  they.expreffed  at  the  fame  time  their 
ftrong  difapprobation  of  his  breaking  bulk,  and  of 
all  the  circumftanccs  that  attended  it.  He  made 
an  iageftuous  acknowledgment  of  his  fault ;  ex-- 
pre6ed  his  hearty  forrow  for  it ;  and  humbly  beg- 
ged pardon.  As  he  was  permitted  to  return  to  the 
fleet,  ir  is  probable  that  the  matter  might  have 

'  been 
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CHAP*  been  overlooked,  ifhe  had  not  fuch  powerful  cne^ 
^  J^  ^  mies.  Sir  William  Coventry  perfuaded  the  duke, 
1665.  and  lord  Arlington  made  the  king  believe,  that  the 
houfe  of  commons  was  determined  tp  fall  fevcrely 
upon  the  earl  at  the  next  meeting,  which,  if  be 
were  at  that  time  in  the  command  of  the  fleet, 
would  be  a  very  great  difhonour  to  the  king  j  and 
that  there  was  no  way  to  preferve  him  but  by  dif- 
miffing  him  from  that  charge,  fmce  it  would  be 
interpreted  as  inSided  on  him  by  the  king  for  his 
crime,  and  fo  might  flop  any  farther  profecution 
for  the  fame  offence.  The  general  alfo  was  not 
remifs  in  promoting  as  far  as  poffible  by  all  his  in- 
tereft  the  earFs  difgrace.  The  warrants  he  had 
iffued  for  feizing  all  goods  that  were  brought  from 
the  fleet  occafioned  a  diredt  ftruggle  for  authority 
between  him  and  the  earl,  as  the  latter  wanted  to 
have  an  officer  of  the  cuftoms  at  Lynn  punifljed 
for  attemptii^  to  flop  a  Ihallop  full  of  his  goods, 
with  circumftances  of  peculiar  infuk;  while  the 
former  juflified  the  officer  for  obeying  and  execut- 
ing his  warrant.  In  (hort  the  combinatioA  agaiivil 
the  earl  was  fo  irrefiftible,  that  the  king  refolvcd  to 
remove  him  from  the  command  of  the  fleet;  but 
endeavoured  to  jeflTen  the  uneafincfs  he  might  feel 
on  that  account  by  giving  him  another  honourable 
iippointment  as  his  majefty's  embafia^Qbi^Biitntor* 
dinary  to  the  court  o^  Spaiit  *  Sir  Richard  Fan- 
(haw  was  to  be  recalled  from  that  court  for  having 
flgned  a  treaty  which  his  majefly  did  not  approve 

ofi 
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of;  and  as  foon  as  the  matter  was  fettled  with  re-  CHAP. 
fpeft  to  the  earl,  the  king  declared  his  refolution  in  1  ^'  • 
couiKil  to  fend  him  in, quality  of  embaffador  extra-  ,665, 
ordinary  to  Madrid,  as  well  to  corredt  and  amend 
the  miftakes  and  errors  in  the  late  treaty,  as  to  me- 
diate a  peace  between  Spain  and  Portugal^  which 
upon  the  death  of  the  king  of  Spain  would  be  in 
feme  refpefts  more  prafticable.  Sir  Robert  South- 
well, one  of  the  clerks  of  the  council,  was  alfo  fent 
envoy  into  Portugal,  that  the  earl  might  the  better 
know  the  inclinations  of  that  court ;  and  the  in- 
ftruftions  neceflary  to  both  thofe  ends  were  to  be 
prepared  with  all  pofilble  difpatch.  After  the  de- 
fignation  of  the  earl .  of  Sandwich  was  publiflied^ 
prince  Rupert  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  wer^ 
appointed  joint  commanders  in  chief  of  the  fleet  for 
the  next  expedition. 

The  late  danu^  fuftained  by  the  Dutch,  j>arti-  Menaces  and 
cularly  in  the  lofs  of  their  two  Eaft-India  (hips,,  tl^Frcnch 
inflamed  them  exceedingly.   De  Witt  made  griev-  «»btffador8. 
ous  complaints  to  France  of  its  breach  of  feith  in. 
fo  tong  delaying  the  afliftance  ftipulated  by  treaty^ 
and  thereby  giviug  the  enemy  every  advantage  at 
the  mod  critical  jundture.     He  alfo  very  artfully 
fu^fted,  that  his  own  credit  with  the  States  de- 
pended upon  the  immediate  declaration  of  France 
in  their  favour,  without  which  the  Orange  fadtion 
would  loon  give  the  law,  and  the  king  of  England 
become  in  reality  mafter  in  Holland.     De  Witt's 

VOL.  II.  O  rcmonftrances 
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CHAR  remonftrances  were  not  ^ttoutcffeft.  The  French 
V  '  J  embaffadors  received  inftniAions  once  rtiore  to 
1665.  make  a  lively  inilance  to  his  majefly,  that  he  would 
deoia^^  what  he  meant  to  infift  tipon  in  order  to  a 
peace,  which  if  he  refufed  to  do,  they  ihould  take 
their  leaves  and  return  home  immediately.  In  this 
^  audience  they  fpoke  with  unufual  earneftnefs :  they 
complained  of  the  intolerable  injuries  dome  to  the 
fiibjefts  of  France  by  the  king's  fliips,  and  priva- 
teers ading  under  his  Jiuthbrity,  which,  without 
any  ctiftinAion,  feized  \xpOti  all  that  came  in  their 
'  way ;  and  that,  when  application  was  made  to  the 
admiralty,  or  to  the  lords  commifl&oners,  the  fnf- 
ferers  could  procure  no  juftice,  and  were  obliged 
to  fuch  an  attendance  and  expence,  that  what  diey 
fued  for  did  not  prove  of  value  to  (ktisfy  ibc 
charge ;  and  if  after  a  long  folicitation,  they  did  at 
laft  procure  a  fentence  for  the  re-delivery  x)f  what 
had  been  taken  from  them,  when  they  hoped  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  juft  fentence  by  the  execu- 
tion, they  found  their  goods  embe2zled  in  the  pott, 
or  plundered  by  the  feamen,  fo  that  the  ownep 
had  rarely  a  third  part  of  their  property  reftorcdf  to 
them.  By  fuch  violence  and  unjuft  'proceeding, 
the  embafiadors  laid,  the  French  merchaots  had 
loft  near  five  hundred  thoufand  piftoles,  which 
their  maftcr  refented,  and  looked  upon  as  a  great 
indignity  to  himfelf,  but  which  Tie  had  hitherto 
borne,  in  hope  that  the  grievance  would  havcbceo 
removed  by  putting  an  end  tx>  the  war.    Ttey 

urged 
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urged  it  as  an  argument  of  their  mailer's  fricndfhip      CHAP. 
for  the  king,  that  notwithftanding  a  defenfivc  treaty 


fo  long  fince  entered  into  with  the  Dutch,  by  ,665. 
which  he  was  obliged  to  affift  them  when  attacked, 
he  had  as  yet  avoided  taking  an  a&ive  part  in  their 
favour }  but  that  after  theif  defeat  in  the  fummer, 
and  another  blow  lately  fuftained,  it  was  not  pof* 
fible  for  him  to  defcf  it  any  longer,  They  con- 
cluded with  very  eameft  perfoaiions  that  his  ma* 
jefly  would  cdnfent  to  fuch  a  peace  as  fliould  ap- 
pear rcafonable  to  their  matter,  who  could  not  but 
be  very  juft  to  his  majcfty,  atid  wilhed  it  might  be 
coniidered,  how  impoflible  it  was  for  England,  be- 
fides  the  dreadful  ravages  of  the  plague,  to  fuftain' 
the  arms  of  France  in  conjunction  with  thofe  of 
Holland,  and  when  poffibly  fome  other  prince 
might  alfo  join  them. 

The  charge  of  the  depredations  made  tlpon  the 
French  merchaiits  was  the  only  article  in  this  re- 
prefentation,  which  had  the  leaft  truth  in  it  1  and  , 

even  in  that  refpeft  the  conduft  of  the  Englilh  ad- 
mitted of  (bme  excufe ;  for  at  the  begitming  of  the 
war  it  Was  a  common  praftice  with  the  French  to 
undertake  to  convey  in  their  own  (hips  into  Hol- 
land wine  and  other  goods  bought  and  paid  for  in 
France  by  the  Dutch ;  and  when  that  was  once  diC» 
covered,  it  is  no  wonder  that  our  fedmen  Ihould 
often  feize  on  vdSels,  which  wer^  not  liable  to  the 
ftme  reproach.    As  to  the  treaty,  which  the  em- 

O  z  bailadors 
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baflkdors  called  ,a.  defenfive  one,  but  was  in  tnith 
ofFenfive  alfo,  the  French  king's  perfidy  was  vcr}- 
1665.  manifeft,  and  correfponded  eicaftly  with  the  cha- 
rafter  given  of  his  nation  fourteen  hundred  years 
Cnce,  "  Gain  fidenti  jidem  fregeruntJ*  His  fecrer 
endeavours  to  unite  Denmark  again  to  the  Dutch, 
and  to  diffuade  the  blfliop  of  Munfter  from  profe- 
cuting  his  enterprize  againit  the  States  (in  both 
which  he  at  length  fucceeded)  were  well  known  j 
as  alfo  that  he  had  contributed  to  the  compofing  of 
the  late  diftradions  in  Holland,  and  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  power  and  credit  of  De  Witt,  who  was 
the  foul  of  the  war  j  and  that  he  had  fent  him  one 
hundred  thouland  piftoles,  which  greatly  facili- 
tated the  equipment  of  the  laft  fleet  under  De 
^  Ruyter.  The  unufual  efforts  lately  made  by  the 
French  to  eftablilh  a  foreign  trade  excited  in  like 
manner  much  jealoufy  ;  and  befides  the  indignity 
of  confenting  to  make  thofe  arbitrators,  who  bad 
already  fliewn  themfelves  to  be  parties  in  the  dif- 
pute,  it  was  jufUy  to  be  feared,  that  wliere  the  de- 
cifion  was  left  to  them,  they  would  imitate  the  in- 
famous Roman  precedent  of  adjudging  that  to 
themfelves,  which  was  in  difference  between  their 
neighbours.  Thefe  confiderations  determined  the 
king  to  dlfmifs  the  embalTadors  with  juft  com- 
plaints r^  their  mader's  want  of  friendfliip  and 
Jjncerity. 


CHAR 
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court — Defign  tofupprefs  coffee-boufes — State  of  the 
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opening  of 
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very  ohnoxiims  to  the  cammons^-^Tbe  hill  of  Jupply 
pajfid  at  length — Impoffibility  ofprwidin^  a  feet  to 
face  the  enemy^^Humiliating  and  dangerous  Jituatitm 
of  England — Various  efforts  to  bring  abmit  a  peace 
-^Alternative  propofedhy  France — Embajadorsfent 
by  all  parties  to  Breda-^Deatb  t^  the  hrd  treajurer 
r-His  nffice  put  into  commijlon — Dtaeb  fieet  puen 
the  Thames-^Debates  in  eouucil^Peaes  eoneluded. 


TrIE  profpe£l  of  national  afii^irs,  at  the  com* 
mracement  of  the  new  year,  was  very  gloomy  j 
and  as  the  year  advanced,  the  clouds  feemed  to 
grow  chicIiLer  and  heavier.     The  king  of  France, 
whofe  friendfliip  his  majefty  had  endeavoured  to  | 
cultivate  with  the  utmoft  affiduity ,  publiQied^  on  the 
nineteenth  of  January,  a  declaration  of  war  againil 
England,  and  feized  Mpox^  fome  Eng^ifh  propeny  ' 
in  his  ports  with  circumftances  of  unufual  injuilice. 
Bi^t  neitl^er  thofe  ads  of  ingra^tude  and  baienefs, 
nor  the  great  naval  preparations  he  was  making,  nor 
the  vifiWe  afliftance  of  force  which  he  fcnt  to   the 
Dutch,  elicited  fo  much  alarm,  or  did  fo  much  in- 
jury, as  his  fccret  and  invifible  intrigues.     I  have 
already  mentioned  their  pernicious  effefts  in  Den- 
mark.   Mondeur  Pompone  had  alfo  been  fent  to 
Sweden,  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  to  retain  that 
country  in  its  dependance  on  France :  the  emperor 
of  Germany  was  diverted  by  the  fame  influence 
from  atteiiding  tp  fome  very  inyiting  offers  made 

him 


THE   REIGW   OF   CHARLES   IIv 


199 


^him  bf  our  court  * ;  and  to  crown  the  whole  of     CHAP. 

•  •  III 

thofc  pernicious  machinations^  the  bifhop  of  Mun-  t         '    » 

-fter  was  forced  to  relinquifli  an  enterprize,  from        1666. 

iit'faich  immenfe  advantages  Jiad  been  expe&ed. 

It  hath  been  before  obferved,  that  when  the  bi-  Defeat  of  the 
fliop  fifft  thought  of  making  war  upon  HoUand,  m*X?s 
he  acquadated  the  king  of  France  with  his  inten-  cnterprizr. 
tions,  and  received  fuch  an  janfwer  as  made  him 
Tcry  confident  be  (hould  meet  with  no  obftru&ion 
£rom  thence.     That  confidence  was  one  of  the 
ftrong^ft  rcafoos  for  the  king's  concluding  the 
rreatjr,  and  Advancing  great  Aims  of  money  to  the 
bithop  upon  his  promife  and  engagement,  that  he 
would  fix  himfelf  widi  his  army  within  the  territo- 
ries of  the  States  Geneial  before  the  end  of  the 
winter;   and  that  s^ainft  the  Cpving,  when  the 
king's  4cec  Ihould  be  ready  for  fea,  he  would  at 
the  &me  6mf  nxardi  with  twenty  thou&nd  foot, 
and  five  ^Qjufand  horfe,  into  the  heart  of  their 
country,  to  caa^fe  a  diverfion  of  the  enemy  by 
land,  apd  ^o  promote  thf  king's  pnaritimp  opp* 
rations. 

*  Downing  fropQM  to  Friquet,  the  emperor^s  agent,  to  ne-^ 
gotiate  a  loigiie  between  hb  imperisd  q^ajefty  and  the  king  hi; 
mailer,  on  the  cxprei^  cpndiUoo^  pf  nevqr  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment with  the  States,  till  the  emperor  ij^ouM  obtain  full  latis^- 
tion  for  all  the  injuria  and  oppreffipng  which  they  had  commit- 
ted on  die  omg^iboufing  princes,  who  were  va^als  of  the  empire. 
O  4  But 
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JCHAP.  .      But  the  French  miniftry,  from  the  firft  know- 
HI.  .  ' 

^  ,  ^ '  i  ledge  they  had  of  his  purpofc,  and  before  their 
x666.  declaration  on  the  behalf  of  the  Dutch,  fcnt  fe- 
cretly  to  the  neighbouring  princes  not  to  join 
^  the  bilhop  in  an  undertaking,  to  which  many  of 
them  were  otherwife  very  ftrongly  inclined.  The 
eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  who  in  expeftation  of  re- 
covering Wefel  and  other  towns  then  poflefled  by 
Holland,  had  given  hopes  to  the  bifliop  of  a  power- 
ful aflliftance,  was  now  perfuaded  totally  to  dcdine 
any  conjjinftion  with  him,  upon  a  promifc  that  he 
ihould  find  his  own  account  better  from  the  friend- 
£hip  of  France.  The  dukes  of  Lunenburg,  in 
like  manner,  who  had  abundant  argument  of  quar- 
rel with  Holland,  and  who  had  made  the  bifhop 
believe  that  they  would  join  him,  and  had  made 
levies  of  foldiers  for  that  purpofe,  were  prevailed 
upon  by  the  fame  way  not  only  to  defift  from  help-* 
^  ing  the  bilhop,  but  to  declare  that  they  would  op- 
pofe  him,  and  ferve  the  Dutch  with  all  their  forces, 
.  if  he  purfued  his  hoftile  defigns.  An  envoy  was 
even  fent  to  the  bifhop  himfelf,  offering  the  media- 
tion and  interpofition  of  France  between  him  and 
the  Dutch;  with  fome  menaces  in  cafe  of  his  re- 
jecting it  J  and  as  the  bilhop  ftill  continued  to  ga- 
ther troops,  and  to  give  new  dbmmiffions  for  en- 
lifting  men  in  different  parts  of  Germany,  the 
princes,  who  permitted  thofe  levies,  were  told,  that 
if  thty  thus  connived  at  and  affifted,  inftead  of  pre-* 

venting 
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venring  the  incurfion  o^  the  biftiop  of  Munfter,      ^«^' 
they  would  involve  the  empire  in  a  war.  ^    v     ^^  — i 

i6$6. 
All  this  however  did  not  intimidate  the  bifliop : 
he  drew  his  forces  together  j  and  having  got  per- 
miflion  from  the  marquis  of  Caftel  Rodrigo,  then 
governor  of  Flanders,  to  make  "levies  in  thofe  pro- 
vinces, without  noife  or  avowing  it,  he  marched 
with  hirarmy  into  the  dominions  of  the  States.  / 

Prince  Maurice  drew  together  as  many  of  the 
Dutch  troops  as  could  be  fpared  out  of  the  different 
garrifons,  in  order  to  check  the  bifliop's  progrcfs  ; 
but  finding  in  fome  light  fkirmifhes,  that  the  firm- 
nefs  of  his  men  was  not  to  be  depended  upon,  he 
cautioufly  avoided  a  general  engagement.  The  bi- 
(hop  therefore  advanced  boldly ;  took  a  place  or 
two  in  the  very  fight  of  the  enemy ;  and,  having 
gained  an  advantageous  fituation,  began  to  fallen 
himfelf  in  full  affurance  of  increafiAg  his  army,  in 
fpite  of  aM  difcour^ements,  before  the  fpring. 

The  king  of  France,  perceiving  that  nothing  but 
fuperior  force  could  make  the  bifliop  defift,  de- 
manded of  the  governor  of  Flanders  a  licence  for 
the  paliage  of  fome  troops  through  fuch  a  part  of 
the  provinces.  The  governor  dared  not  deny  him, 
having  pofitive  orders  from  his  court. to  be  very 
careful  that  no  difguft,  or  pretence  for  a  quahrcl 
(hould  be  given  to  France.  Upon  this  permiffion 
tfie  French  troops  marched  into  Flanders ;  and  in 

the 
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the  firft  place^  they  felt  ti^n  the  levies  made  for 
the  biihop,  whether  in  their  way,  of  out  of  ch^ 
1666.  way^  killing  fome,  and  difperfingthe  reft,  or  taking 
them  prifoners.  Then  joining  the  army  under 
prince  Maurice,  by  the  time  the  biihop  had  notice 
of  the  late  difailer,  they  fpeedily  advanced  upcm 
his  qtuuters  and  beat  fome  of  his  troops.  The  poor 
bifhop,  finding  himfelf  defertcd  by  the  prtfice^, 
who  with  great  promifes  had  encouraged  his  enter - 
prize  ^,  was  obliged  to  fubmit ;  and  even  heart- 
broken figned  a  treaty  with  the  French,  who  then 
were  careful  enough  of  his  honour  and  intereft  in 
the  conditions  with  the  Dutchi  as  of  an  ally,  whole 
fervices  they  might  want  in  another  conjgn^re^ 

The  news  of  this  treaty,  which  was  fignod  at 
Cleves  on  the  eighteenth  of  April,  blafted  the 
king's  fondeft  hopes,  and  difconcerced  aU  his  moa^ 
fures.  it  was,  indeed,  the  moft  fenfible  blow,  e:|- 
cept  the  plague,  that  had  been  felt  from  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  war<»  Some  of  his  majefty's  beft  ad- 
vifers,  who  never  liked  his  exceffive  de&fe  of  fteur- 
ing  the  friendfhip  of  France,  availed  themfelves  of 
this  late  event,  to  inflame  his  rebutment  againft 
that  court,  and  to  urge  him  to  attempt  the  effeding 
of  a  fepamte  peace  with  HoUand,  which  they  had 

*  The  bifliop  wtt  not  properly  fupported  evea  by  Esg^biid ; 

aod  on  the  £ulure  of  the  promifed  fubfidies  four  thouiaaci  of  hk 
men  rerolted;  fo  that  at  this  time  he  was  literally  in  a  ifaite  of 
univerfal  defertion. 

reafoa 
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reaioQ  to  bctieve  would  not  be  found  impoffiblc.      ^?j^" 
It  was  jftU  known  that  the  States  were  far  from    v..   J„  j 
being  iatisfied  with  the  condudl  of  the  French,  who        x666. 
had  amufed  them  with  the  pofitive  promife  of  im- 
mediate  affiftance  at  the  beginning  of  the  war;  and 
yet^  under  the  pretence  of  mediating  a  peace, 
looked   on  very  unconcernedly, .  or   rather  well 
pleaied  to  fee  them  beaten,  and  their  own  people 
ready  to  nie  againft  the  government.     The  defigns 
o(  the  French  upon  Flanders  were  fo  cafily  penc- 
{traied  as  muft  have  given  the  States  another  juft 
occafion  of  jealoufy.    That  country  could  not  de- 
fend itfelf  with  its  own  forces;  and  it  was  natural 
to  fuppofe  that  the  king  of  France  depended  upon 
this  war  between  England  and  Holland,  as  what 
muft  hinder  both  thefe  nations  from  giving  it  any 
affiftance.  Then  the  Dutch  might  well  judge  what 
their  own  portion  muft  be,  when  that  fcreen  was 
removed,  which  was  their  beft  fecurity  s^inft  fo 
formidable  a  neighbour.    Thefe  rational  prefump- 
tions  of  the  facility  of  a  feparate  peace  were  farther 
confirmed  by  fecret  intelligence  through  a  channel 
latdy  opened^  of  which  it  is  necefiary  to  take  fome 
further  notice. 


There  was  one  Buat,  a  native  of  France,  who  by  Corrcfpond- 
his  military  fervices  in  Holland  had  fo  far  gained  ^to^Athc 

the  efteem  of  chc  late  prince  of  Orane:e,  as  to  be  Oraiigc  fec- 
.       J  .         -V-     1     _i-  ?        TT     •         tioninHol. 

appointed  captam  of  his  horfe-guards.     Having  land. 

married  a.  Dutch  lady  of  fortune  and  conliderable 

intereft. 
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intereft,  he  was  continued,  after  the  prince's  death, 
in  the  command  of  the  fame  troop,  which  was  ftill 
1666.  preferved  for  a  guard  to  the  States.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  divifion  of  parties,  and  his  known  attach- 
ment to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  he  was  generally  be- 
loved as  a  brave,  honeft,  and  fenfible  man ;  and 
though  immoderately  given  to  wine,  yet  that  being 
the  difeafe,  or  rather  the  health  of  the  country,  it 
made  him  not  the  worfe  thought  of.  He  was  well 
known  to  the  king,  and  much  efteemed  by  him ; 
and,  after  his  majefty's  return,  made  a  journey  into 
England  to  congratulate  him  on  his  refloiatioDt 
and  to  renew  thofe  profeflions  of  affedion  and  duty, 
which  he  had  often  •'made  to   his  majefty  when 

abroad. 

« 

As  foon  as  the  war  broke  out,  BuSit  was  very 
unreferved  in  his  inveftives  againft  the  promoters 
of  it ;  and  after  the  confternation  occafioned  by  the 
firft  battle,  he  cultivated  as  much  as  he  could  the 
ill  humours  of  all,  how  mutinous  foever,  who  were 
moft  clamorous  for  peace.  But  fo  far  from  blaming 
De  Witt  upon  thofe  occafions,  he  warmly  defended 
the  penfionary,  whom  he  believed  to  have  been  re- 
ludtantly  engaged  in  the  war,  and  who,  in  frequent 
converfations  with  Buat,  had  declared  his  readinefs 
to  concur  in  any  thing  which  might  lead  to  an  acr 
commodation.  De  Witt  had  his  fpies  every  where: 
he  knew  well  Buat's  intimacy  with  all  the  Orange 
faftion,  and  that  in  every  company  he  vehemently 

declaimed 


THE   REIGN    OF   CHARLES    II.  205 

declaimed  againft  the  continuance  of  the  war  ;  but  ^!^^^* 
that  he  alfo  did  conftantly  and  confidendy  vindi-  ^  J  ^ 
catc  the  penfionary  from  many  imputations  in  the  i<>66. 
prefence  of  thofe  who  were  lead  pleafed  with  fuch 
language.  De  Witt  therefore  looked  upon  him  as 
his  friend,  and  one  that  might  by  his  intereft  and 
credit  divert  fome  of  that  popular  odium  and  ma- 
lice, which  are  not  to  be  defpifed  in  a  republic. 
He  renewed  to  Buat  his  former  profeffions  of  his 
defire  of  peace,  and  among  other  reafons  for  it, 
mentioned  his  jealoufy  of  the  French,  who,  he  faid, 
though  they  had  at  laft  declared  in  &vour  of  the 
Dutch,  yet  did  fo  with  a  view  only  of  drawing 
England  into  fome  conditions^  which  might  facili- 
tate their  own  enterprize  upon  Flanders.  This,  he 
added,  both  nations  were  concerned  to  prevent  by 
all  the  ways  pofiible,  and  none  was  fo  likely  as  a 
peace,  which  would  immediately  make  each  of 
them  folicitous  for  their  own  intereft :  but  he  could 
not  openly  declare  thefe  fentiments,  as  that  would 
llacken  all  the  preparations  for  war,  the  expediting 
of  which  would  moft  advance  an  honourable  treaty. 
Buat  then  pointing  out  his  intimacy  with  feveral 
perlbns  of  credit  in  the  Englifti  court,  and  with 
lord  Ariii^on,  the  fecretarj',  in  particular,  c^ered  ^ 
to  write  in  his  own  name  to  that  lord,  barely  to 
teftify  his  good  wilhes  for  a  peace  between  the  two 
nations,  without  making  any  other  mention  of  De 
Witt,  than  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  grand 
peniionary  (in  whofe  good  opinion  he  had  the  ho- 
nour 
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CHAP,     iiour  to  be  known  to  have  fomc  place)  would  fid 

^    be  unwilling  tcj;  promote  any  good  overture  that 

x666.       Ihouki  be  made.    De  Witt  acquieioSd  in  die  pro^ 

pofal^on  condition  of  firit  feeing  all  the  letters  that 

.  ihouki  be  fent>  and  of  having  the  anfwers'  con- 

ftantly  brought  to  him. 

Upon  this  encouragement  fiuat  began  his  corre- 
ijpondence  with  lord  Arlington  i  but  what  he  wrote 
was  with  (b  much  warinefs,  being  in  fa&  diftated 
by  the  penfionary,  that  it  could  dtuw  no  other  an- 
ftfttt  from  the  fecretary  but  in  the  &me  ftile*  with 
expieflions  of  his  majeflys  defile  <^  peace  and 
efteem  of  De  Witt,  and  as  if  he  expeded  fome 
overtures  to  arife  from  thrice.  This  intelligence 
had  not  been  long  on  foot,  before  Buat  began  td 
fufpeft  De  Witt's  finceritf ,  and  that  he  was  not  fo 
well  inclined  to  peace  as  he  pretended  to  be.  The 
peniionary*s  countenance  was  not  fo  open  as  ufljal  : 
he  grew  Icfs  jealous  of  the  French,  and  Icfs  apprc- 
henlive  of  the  mutinous  fpirit  of  his  own  country* 
men,  as  he  found  them  more  compofed,  and  a 
greater  concurrence  in  making  all  things  ready  for 
the  fleet.  Thefe  obfervations  Buat  imparted  to  his 
bofom  friends  of  the  Orange  party,  with  whom  he 
was  now  ready  to  concur  in  fiercer  counfeh,  how  to 
cont^fs  a  peace  in  fpite  of  the  penfionary,  by  ^ 
majority  of  votes  in  the  States,  and  by  inflaming 
the  difcontents  of  the  people,  and  raifing  tumuks, 
for  the  accidental  foppreffioa  whereof  there  were 

no 
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no  Other  forces  in  view  than  cb<^e  horfe-guards 
comixumded  by  Buat  himfelf.  He  began  to  concert 
meafutes  accordingly.  Defirous,  however,  of  ftill  (666. 
retaining  the  advantage  he  had  by  De  Witt's 
knowledge  of  his  correfpondence  with  England,  he 
Ihewed  him  a  letter  received  from  lord  Arlington, 
who  prefled  to  be  informed  c^  the  paniculars  that 
would  difpofe  the  Scales  to  a  leparate  peace,  and 
who  had  alfo  fent  a  cypher  for  the  more  free  and 
Tafe  communication ;  which  cypher  was  depofited 
with  all  feeming  c<Hifidence  in  De  Witt's  hands. 
But  the  penfionary  was  not  fo  ealily  impofed  upon : 
he  heatd  that  Buatdifplayed  lefs  zeal  in  his  defence 
than  fonnerly :  he  grew  jealous  of  him ;  and  there- 
fore dictated  fuch  an  anfwer  to  lord  Arlington's 
laft  letter  as  he  hoped  would  put  an  end  to  the 
cont^ndence. 

It  required  no  very  g^t.fagacity  in  Buat  to 
perceive  fo  manifeft  a  difpofition  in  the  penfionary 
to  bi^ak  off  all  Either  advances  towards  a  treaty. 
He  therefore  difpatdied  a  trufty  friend,  one  Sil- 
vias, a  fervant  to  the  late  princefs  royal,  and  well 
known  to  the  king,  with  a  full  account  of  the  ftate 
of  the  councils  at  the  Hague,  and  his  diicovery 
that  De  Witt  did  not  defire  a  peace,  nor  would 
oonfent  to  it,  but  upon  very  unreaTonable  tdK^. 
He  then  exprefled  the  \itmoft  confidence  from  hi^ 
mtimacy  with  numy  perfons  of  the  greateft  power, 
diat  if  his  majefty  would  fend  to  die  States  General, 

at 
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CHAP.  at  their  next  meeting,  a  mcflagc,  the  fubftatice  of 
^  ^'  '  which  he  offered,  blending  fome  overtures  for  a 
1666.  peace  with  the  intereft  of  the .  young  prince  of 
Orange,  it  would  be  fupported  by  fo  powerful  a 
party,  and  fo  few  would  adhere  to  De  Witt,  that  a 
treaty  could  not  be  prevented,  even  though  France 
fliould  proteft  againft  it.  He  fent  likewife  at  the 
fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  perfon,  anothef  cypher 
to  lord  Arlington,  with  diredlion  that  in  fiich  let- 
ters as  were  intended  for  the  view  of  the  penfionaiy 
the  former  cypher  Ihould  be  ufed;  and  in  the  other 
letters,  which  were  to  be  concealed  from  him,  and 
which  were  for  the  moft  part  to  contain  intelligence 
and  advice  againft  him,  the  latter  cypher  was  to  be 
employed. 

In  addition  to  thoie  firft  aflurances,  SilviuS  aftci 
his  arrival  in  England,  received  by  every  poft  far- 
ther accounts  of  the  progrefs  made  by  Buat  and 
his  friends,  who  thought  their  party  fo  much  to 
increafe,  that  they  did  not  feem  to  dread  an  open 
ftruggle.  As  the  king  had  no  minifler  at  the 
Hague  to  prefent  fuch  a  meflfage  to  the  States,  die 
way  propofed  by  Buat  was,  that  he  himfelf  (hould 
at  the  proper  time  deliver  it  to  Dc  Witt,  who  durft 
not  conceal  it ;  and  if  he  (hould,  there  would  be 
w||^  enough  found  to  publifh  it  to  his  reproach ; 
nor  could  he  take  any  advantage  of  Buat  for  his 
correfpondence  with  their  enemies,  becaufe  it  had 
been  entered  into  with  his  approbation.     But  for 

the 
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ibe  better  fecurity  in  fending  thepropofed  mcflagc,      ^^^^' 
and  the  better  information  of  all  the  perfons  en-     v     ^ '  .^ 
gaged,  it  was  refolved  by  his  majefty,  at  a  meeting     ^  1666. 
of  the  feledt  committee,  that  Silvius  fliould  re- 
turn ;  and,  if  Buat  thought  fit  to  decline  the  deli- 
very of  the  king's  letter,  ahd  no  better  way  could 
be  found  for  that  pufpofe,  that  Silvius  might  pre-^ 
fent  it  in  the  manner  his  friends  there  (hould  diredl, 
and  avow  his  having  been  at  London  to  folicit  his 
own  pretences  fmce  the  death  of  the  princefs  his 
miftrefs,  and  that  he  had  received  the  letter  from 
the  king's  own  hand.   This  plan,  tl;iough  laid  with 
fuch   prefumptions  of  fuccefs,  was  defeated  by  a 
fatal  ovcrfight  of  Buat'^  in  one  of  his  drunken  fits. 

After  Silvius's  departure,  letters  paffed  as  ufual  Difcover^of 
between  Buat  and  lord  Arlington  for  two  or  three  ^y  againft  Dc 
pods' 5 'and  one  day  Buat,  after  having  made  too  ^*"* 
free  with  the  botde  in  the  company  of  his  jovial 
friends,  happened  to  meet  De  Witt,  and  being 
aiked,  when  he  had  any  letter  from  England,  and 
how  affairs  went  there,  he  fuddenly  anfwered,  that 
he  had  juft  received  one,  which  Ke  had  not  yet  de- 
cyphered.     He  thereupon  took  a  letter  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  calling  his  eyes  (which  were  never 
good,  and  now  worfe  by  the  effed  of  drinking) 
upon  the  fliperfcription,  he  gave  it  to  the  pon- 
iionary,  and  faid  he  would  go  with  him,  that  they 
might  decypher  it  together,  according  to  cuftom. 
But  He  had  delivered  the  wrong  letter  y  and  De 

VOL.  a.  P  Witt, 


,  aid  sfiCRfeT  Histofeir  dt 

GHAP.  Witt,  perceiving  by  a  fingle  glance  that  it  ilfras  ftot 
>  ^ '  '  the  ufual  cypher,  defired  Buat  to  walk  before,  and 
1666;  he  would  prefently  overtake  him,  after  he  ha(? 
ipoken  a  fexV  words  at  a  houfe  in  his  way.  The 
penfionary  ftopt  juft  to  give  an  order  for  immedi- 
ately arrelling  Bimt,  and  fearching  his  houfe,  to 
fecure  his  cabinet  and  all  his  papers.  The  other 
cypher  was  quickly  found,  and  many  letters  which 
difcovered  the  whole  plot.  A  court  of  juftice  was 
fpeedily  erefted ;  and  in  three  days,  according  to 
the  expedition  ufed  in  fuch  cafes,  Buat  loft  his 
head  upon  a  fcaffold.  Silvius,  who  was  then  upon 
his  journey,  hearing  that  Buat  was  arretted,  did 
not  wait  to  learn  farther  particulars,  but  made  his 
cfcape  back.  The  reft  of  the  knot,  thus  broken, 
difperfed^  themfelves  :  the  burgomafter  oif  Rotter- 
dam, and  two  or  three  others  of  note  made  all  the 
haftc  they  could  rnto  England :  fome  thought 
themfelves  fecure  in  Antwerp  and  other  parts  of 
Flanders :  fome  wefe  feized  upon  within  the  do- 
Aiinions  of  the  States,  and  imprifoned>  but  io( 
^ant  of  clear  proofs,  few  of  them  were  put  to 
death.  The  troop  of  horfe-guards,  of  which  Buat 
liad  the  command,  were  reformed.  They  had  be- 
fore been  permitted  to  wear  the  livery  and  to  bear 
the  name  of  the  prince  of  Orange's  giiard',  though 
their  duty  was  to  attend  the  States.  But  their 
name  and  uniform  were  now  changed  ;  nor  ware 
they  permitted  to  Tlidw  the  fmalleft  outward  reve- 
rence for  the  young  prince,  whole   hopes  by  this 

-'accident 
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accident  were  almoft  extinguilhed.   De  Witt  ftood      ^?i^^- 

firmer  upon  his  feet  than  ever,  and  direfted  all  pre-  t         '    m 

parations  for  the  war  without  controul.     All  pre-        1666. 

fent  expedtations  in  England  vanilhed,  while  the  ^  I 

penfionary  informed  France  of  the  dangers  to  which 

he  had  been  expofed  on  account  of  his  attachment  , 

to  that  court,  and  of  the  great  offers  which  had 

been  made  him,  if  he  would  have  deferted  its  in- 

tereft. 

From  this  view  of  our  difappointments  ubroad^  Decreafcof 
it  is  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  ftate  of  ^P*2^^' 
things  at  home.  After  Chriftmas  the  extreme  ma- 
lignity of  the  pl^ue  began  to  abate.  During  the 
month  of  February  the  weather  was  as  it  could  be 
wilhed,  deep  fnow  and  (evere  froft,  which  probably 
ftopt  the  fpreading  of  the  contagion,  though  it  put 
an  end  to  thofe  that  were  already  infefted,  the 
number  of  the  dead  being  for  a  week  or  two  very 
little  diminilhed.  But  in  March  this  dreadful  ca- 
lamity gradually  difappeared,  after  having  fwept 
away  above  tt  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  For 
though  the  bills  of  monality  did  not  make  the 
number  amount  to  fourfcore  tboufand,  yet  thofe 
who  could  compute  very  well,  did  not  .think  that 
It  would  be  an  extravagant  calculation  to  fuppole 
i^at  almoft  double  that  number  had  been  carried 

fThe  frequent  death  of  the  clerks  and  fextons 
parifkes  hindered  the  exaft  account  of  every 
Peek  J  and  what  made  it  ftill  more  uncertain  wa^ 
V  z  thft 
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the  vaft  number  of  perfons,  who  were  buried  in 
fields  and  gardens,  whereof  no  church-warden,  or 
other  officers  had  notice-  . 


Profligacy 
and  extrava- 
gance 6f  tlie 
court. 


.  Such  dreadful  ravages  neceflarily  obftruAed  dif- 
patch  in  every  part  of  the  public  fervice,  but  were 
more  particularly  felt  in  fitting  out  the  fleet.  So 
many  feamen  had  died  of  the  plague,  Stepney  and 
the  places  adjacent,  which  were  their  common,  ha- 
bitations, being  almoft  depopulated,  that  after 
other  difficulties  were  removed,  it  feemcd  almoft 
inipoffible  to  procure  failors  and  mariners  enough. 
Warrants  were  iffued  for  preffing  watermen,  and 
llripping  all  merchant-lhipsj  which  turned  not  fo 
tnuch  to  benefit  one  way,  as  it  did  to  lofs  another 
way.  Yet,  notwithftanding  every  effort  that  could 
be  ufed,  it  was  near  the  middle  of  May,  before  the 
fleet  was  manned  and  completely  equipt  for  fea. 

When  the  parliament  at  Oxford  was  prorogued, 
it  was  to  a  day  in  April;  but  the  king  had  reafon 
fo  believe  that  they  would  not  fo  foon  be  in  good 
humour  enough  to  give  more  money,  which  was 
the  principal  end  of  calling  them  together.  His 
majefty  therefore  thought  fit  to  difpenfc  with  their 
attendance  at  that  time,  and  caufed  them  to  be 
prorogued  to  the  twentieth  of  September  follow- 
ing. In  the  mean  time  the  court  abounded  in  all 
forts  of  exceffes.  There  had  been  fome  hope^ dur- 
ing the  abode  at  Oxford  that  the  queen  was  with 

child  i 
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child ;  and  whilft  diat  hope  lafted,  the  king  fcemed      ^9r^^> 
CO  impofe  fome  reftraint  on  his  inordinate  appetites  y     * 

and  pleafures.  Several  perfons  were  then  inclined  1666. 
to  "believe,  that  if  he  had  a  child  by  his  lawful 
wife,  it  might  have  contributed  to  break  off  many 
fatal  connexions,  and  to  put  an  end  to  thofe  extra- 
vagant expences  of  money  and  time,  which  dif- 
turbed  and  corrupted  his  nature,  and  which  ex- 
pofcd  him  to  the  temptations  of  thofe,  who  had  all 
the  traps  and  fnares  to  catch  and  detain  him. 

The  imagination  of  the  queen's  breeding  was 
one  caufe  of  her  flay  at  Oxford,  and  her  ftay  there 
was  the  longer,  becaufe  (he  mifcarried,  when  fhe 
intended  to  begin  hef  journey.  The  dodtors  de-  •  ^ 
clared,  that  it  was  a  real  mifcarriage  ripe  enough 
to  make  a  judgment  of  the  fex.  Yet  fome  of  the 
women,  who  had  nfore  credit  with  the  .king, 
affured  him  that  it  was  only  a  falfe  conception, 
and  that  (he  had  not  been  at  all  with  child ;  and 
though  his  majefty  had,  upon  a  former  occafion, 
declared  to  the  queen  his  mother  and  others,  that 
upon  his  own  knowledge  her  majefly  had  mifcar- 
ried of  a  fon,  yet  he  fufFered  himfelf  now  to  be  fo 
far  impofed  upon  by  thofe  ladies,  that  he  poficivcly 
believed  that  (he  never  had  been,  and  never  could 
be  with  child.  From  that  time  he  took  little  plea- 
fure  in  her  converfation,  and  indulged  himfelf  with- 
out the  leaft  reftraint  in  fuch  diflTolute  company,  as 
drove  every  thing  fcrious  out  of  his  thoughts. 

P  3  Lidy 
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J..ady  Caftlc- 
maine's  in- 
fluence. 
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Lady  Cafllcmaine,  who  had  never  declined  ia 
favour,  was  now  greater  in  power  than  ever.  She 
was  with  child  s^in,  and  well  enough  contented 
that  his  majefty  fliould  entertain  an  amour  with 
another  lady,  whole  friendlhip  ihe  oven  courted, 
perhaps  out  of  confidence,  that  the  king  would 
never  prevail  upon  the  other  lady,  who  was  known 
to  be  a  perfon  of  great  modefty  and  difcretion*. 
Her  own  great  objeft  was  to  fecqre  the  king's 
efteem  by  fuch  feeming  compliance,  and  to  gpt  a 
good  provifion  for  herfelf  and  children.  In  foli- 
citations  of  this  kind  (he  wasi  never  backward :  (he 
procured  round  fums  of  money  out  of  the  privy 
purfe,^where  (lie  had  placed  Mr.  May,  and  other 
afiignments  in  other  names.  To  as  to  be  le(s  taken 
notice  of,  though  in  great  proportions.  Yet  all 
amounted  to  little  more  than  to  pay  h^r  debts, 
(which  (he  had  in  a  few  years  contracted  to  an  in< 
conceivable  gre^tn^fs)  and  to  defray  her  ccuiftant 
expences,  which  were  almoft  boundiefs,  in  coaches 
and  horfcs,  clothes  and  jewels,  without  any  thing 
of  gencrofity,  or  gratifying  any  of  her  family,  or  fa 


*  It  is  fuppoftod,  that  the  writer  here  means  Mrs.  Stewart, 
the  king's  near  relation,  of  whom  he  was  fo  extravagaady  ena- 
moured, that  he  intended  to  divorce  hb  queen,  in  order  to 
marry  this  new  miftrefe.  f  he  earl  of  Clarendon,  to  prevent, 
this,  perfuaded  the  young  duke  of  Richmond  to  pay  honourable 
addrelTes  to  that  lady,  and  to  efpoufe  her  privately.  The  king 
was  fo  enraged  at  the  difcovery,  that  he  baniihed  the  duice  with 
his  new  di^ch^f^  ^pm  court,  and  never  £^gave  the  chuioeiior. 

much 
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much  as  fatisfying  any  of  her  father's  creditors,    .  CHAP, 
fome  of  whpm  were  very  clamorous.     Her  name     i        '  ^ 
was  not  ufed  in  any  fqits  for  the  gjrant  of  Unds  in        1666. 
this  country,  becaqfe  Ihe  thought  the  chancellor 
and  treafurer  might  oppofe  fuch  grants,  and  (he 
did  not  wifh  to  have  any  occafion  to  try  the  kind* 
nefs  of  cither  of  them ;  and  fo  all  the  fuits  (he 
made  of  that  kind  were  with  reference  to  Ireland, 
where  they  h^d  no  title  to  obftruft,  nor  any  natu- 
ral opportunity  of  knowing  what  was  granted:  in 
that  kingdom,  therefore,  (he  procured  the  fettlc- 
ment  of  fome  very  valuable  eftates  upon  herfetf  and 
her  children. 

But  all  the  mifchief,  however  great,  was  not  con-  The  king 
fined  to  this  (hamcful  wafte  of  the  public  rcfources,  ^edbyan 
at  a  time  when  the  exigencies  of  the  (late  (hoyld  unprincipled 
have  fuggefted  the  ftridteft  ceconomy.  The  moft 
faithful  iervants  of  the  crown,  whofe  known  yir^ 
tues  and  propriety  of  conduft  were  a  reproach  to 
the  debauchery  and  riot  of^  the  court,  became  the 
conftant  butts  of  ridicule  and  fatire  at  the  nighdy 
meetings.  Lady  Caftlemaiqe  herfelf  was,  indeed, 
very  wary  in  her  attempts  to  leflen  the  credit  of 
thofe  miqiflers  whom  (he  hated  moil;  but  Ihe  was 
ably  ferved  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  and  by 
the  lords  Alhley  and  Arlington,  who  at  once  gra-. 
tided  her  refentment,  and  promoted  their  own  am* 
Uitious  defigns.  The  mediod  they  took  in  order 
to  ruin  any  perfon,  who  was  obnoxious  to  diem, 
P  4  .  was 
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CHA?.       was  to  begin  with  raifing  a  laugh  at  his  expence  by 

i       *    2     the  mimicry,  or  rather  diftortion  of  all  his  words 

,666^        and  geftures.  After  frequently  entertaining  the  king 

with  thefe  buffooneries,  and  placing  the  foibles  of 

whoever  they  meant  to  depreciate  in  a  ridiculous 

light,  they  knew  the  tranfition  would  be  eafy  from 

laughter  to  contempt;   and   then   by  continual, 

though  almoft  imperceptible  attacksj  they  widened 

the  breach  in  a  man's  charafter,  which  was  firft 

cfFefted  under  the  (hew  of  mirth,  fo  as  to  let  in 

^,  calumny  and  fcandal  enough  to  deftroy  the  beft 

built  reputation. 

By  fuch  artifice  diofe  defigning  courtiers  dc- 
ftroyed  the  credit  of  every  one,  who  did  not  be- 
long to   their  jupto,  and   obtained   a  complete 
;.  afcendancy  over  the  king.     All  vacancies  were 

filled  up,  all  honours  conferred,  and  all  public 
meafures  regulated  by  their  advice.  Their  requefts 
became  orders  to  his  majefty,  without  his  perceiv- 
ing it;  for  he  could  never  refufe  any  favour  to 
thofe,  who  knew  how  to .  profit  by  his  weaknefs, 
and  to  flatter  his  predominant  paflions.  It  was, 
in<iced,  the  great  infirmity  both  of  the  king  and 
his  brother  to  be  too  fond  of  the  grofleift  adulation. 
They  were  alfo  much  inclined  to  like  men  at  firft 
fight,  and  did  not  love  the  converfation  of  per- 
fons  many  years  older  than  themfelves,  for  they 
^  thought  age  not  only  troublefome,  but  imperti- 

;ient      Through  an  abfurd  defire  of  fending  every 

body 
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body  away  fatisfied,  they  were  very  unguarded  in      CHAP.x 
their  promifcs,  though  not  very  fcrupulous  in  the  m 

performance  of  them.  They  knew  not  how  to  x666i 
deny,  and  lefs  to  fbrangers,  than  to  their  old  arid 
tried  friends;  not  out  of  bounty,  or  generofity, 
which  was  a  flower  that  never  did  grow  naturally 
in  the  heart  of  either  of  the  families  from  which 
they  were  defcended,  that  of  Stewart,  or  the  other  of 
Bourbon ;  but  from  ^  real  incapacity  of  refifting 
the  fubtle  approaches  of  flattery  and  iniinuation. 
From  thefe  defefts,  or  unhappy  conflitution  of 
mind,  feveral  of  the  misfortunes,  which  attended 
either  of  them,  or  thofe  who  ferved  them  honeftly, 
had  their  rife  and  growth,  of  which  *there  will  be 
frequendy  occafion  to  fay  much  more. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  May,  prince  Rupert  Sepa^on 
and  the  duke  of  Albemarle  fet  fail  with  the  fleet, 
and  vifited  the  coaft  of  Holland ;  but  concluding 
from  fome  intelligence  they  jnet  with,  that  the 
Dutch  fleet  would  not  be  ready  in  a  month,  they 
returned  with  fome  prizes  to  the  Downs.  Here  it 
was  propofed,  that  prince  Rupert  fliould  be  de- 
tached with  part  of  the  fleet  to  oppofe  the  French 
admiral,  who  was  reported  to  be  imder  fail  in  or- 
der to  join  the  Dutch.  An  expreft  was  fent  from 
the  Downs,  flating  thefe  particulars,  and  foliciung 
orders  for  fuch  an  enterprize.  Lord  Arlington 
about  the  fame  time  received  accounts  from  Hol- 
land diac  the  Dutch  were  not  yet  manned,  and  that 

the 


the  fleet. 
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CHAP.  the  fquadron  in  particular,  which  was  in  the  T«tel, 
n  /  '  and  was  to  join  De  Ruyter  in  the  WccUas,  was 
i666,  very  unprovided.  He  had  alfo.  pofitiw  informa- 
tion from  France,  that  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  who 
commanded  the  French  fleet,  had  failed  from 
Breft  on  fuch  a  day ;  and  though  the  wind  had  not 
yet  been  direAly  favourable  for  him,  it  was  con- 
cliaded  that  he  muft  be  well  advanced  in  his  way : 
he  had  no  port  to  b^riend  him,  till  he  got  round 
near  Calais.  But  though  lord  Arlington  feemed 
to  rely  much  on  the  accuracy  of  his  intelligence, 
yet  as  the  other  fecretary  was  affured.by  fomc  of 
his  correfpondents  in  Holland  tliat  the  Dutch 
fquadrons  were  completely  equipt,  and  would  join 
in  a  few  days,  the  council  very  juftly  apprehending 
the  accidents  diat  might  follow  from  the  divifion 
of  our  fleet,  fent  two  of  the  memb^,  fir  <jeofgc 
Carteret  and  fir  William  Coventry,  with  orders  to 
feprefent  to  both  the  admirals  the  contradictory 
intelligence  that  was  received,  and  the  reflcdions 
which  naturally  occurred  thereupon ;  but  with  dif- 
cretionary  powers  to  the  duke  of  Albemarle  to 
purfue  the  former  purpofe,  if  any  later  advices 
which  he  might  have  received,  or  any  fl:ronger  oh- 
jedions  to  the  feparation  of  the  fleet  did  not  make 
it  advifeable  to  relinquilh  the  projedt. 

Sir  George  and  fir  William  ufed  fuch  expedi- 
tion, that  they  returned  the  next  day  with  a&  ac- 
count, that  the  ftate  of.  the  Dutch  fleet  was  ocm* 

firmed 
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graced  to  be  the  fame  as  lord  Arlington  had  heard ;      CRAP. 
and  that  they  believed  die  other  information  re-     ^       '    . 
fpcding  the  duke  qf  Beaufort  to  be  very  probable;        1666, 
wheteupon  it  had  been  concluded  with  a  mutual 
cpnfent  and  approbation,  that  prince  Rupert  fliould 
take  twenty  of  the  (hips,  which  he  had  already 
chofen,  to  meet  the  French,  though  they  were 
fuperjor  in  number,  while  the  duke  of  Albemarle 
remained  in  the  Downs  with  the  reft. 

It  foon  appeared  which  of  the  fecretaries  had  the 
better  intelligence ;  for  the  very  next  day  after  the 
departure  g(  the  prince,  advice  came  from  the  duke 
of  Albemarle  that  he  had  unqueftionable  informa* 
tion  that  the  Dutch  were  come  out  of  their  har^ 
hours.  Upon  this,  lir'William  Coventry  was  di- 
redcd  to  prepare  orders  to  prince  Rupert  immedi-  . 
atcly  to  return ;  as  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
finding  him  for  fome  days  on  the  weftern  coaft. 
Sir  William  got  the  orders  figned  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  and  fent  them  to  lord  Arlington, 
whofe  duty  he  thought  it  was  to  chai^  a  meflenger 
^ith  them ;  but  his  lordftiip  was  gone  to  bed,  and 
his  fenrants  durft  not  difquiet  him;  a  tendemefs 
not  accuftx)med  to  be  in  the  family  of  a  fecretary. 
But  whether  they  did  not  awake  him,  as  he  pre- 
tended, or  whether  being  awake  he  deferred  it,  the 
order  was  not  (ent  away  till  next  day,  and  never 
reached  prince  Rupert  till  he  had  tacked  about  of 
himfelf,  upon  bearing  the  diftant  thunder  of  can- 
non. 
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CHAP.  non,  wivch  he  knew  muft  proceed  from  an  -cn- 
^  gagement.  But  the  wind,  which  wafted  that  found 
^666.  to  his  ears,  being  direftly  againft  him,  he  could 
make  little  way  that  day,  or  the  night  following. 
Whofe  fault  it  was,  that  thofe  important  orders 
were  not  fent  with  more  difpatch,  was  difputed 
with  fbme  warmth  between  fir  William  Covcntrj' 
and  lord  Arlington,  the  former  infilling  on  his 
having  prepared  them  in  due  time,  and  the  latter 
as  pofitively  denying  that  he  had  the  leaft  notice  of 
their  contents.  But  though  the  negligence  was 
very  mifchievous  in  its  efFeft,  it  was  never  properly 
inquired  into:  the  perfons,  to  whom  it  was  owing, 
were  both  too  great  men  to  be  queftioncd  in  any 
judicatory. 

De^icrate  The  4uke  of  Albemarle,  after  the  notice  he  had 

OTi  las  at       received  of  the  motion  of  the  Dutch,  weighed  an- 
chor about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the 
,  firft  of  June  j  and   about  four  hours  after,    the 

fcouts  came  in  with  notice,  that  the  Dutch  fleet 
was  to  the  leeward.  A  council  was  immediately 
called  of  the  flag-officers,  who  refolved,  that  it 
was  neither  fafe,  nor  honourable  to  decline  the 
battle ',  and  truly  in  (uch  confultations,  where  the 
<}uke  prefided,  as  he  had  conceived  ever  fince  Crom- 
weirs  time  a  great  contempt  of  the  Dutch,  who- 
ever propofed  any  wary  advice,  was  fure  to  incur 
his  difpleafure,  and  ran  great  hazard  of  being  rOi- 
puted  a  coward-     The  refolution  cf  fighting  the 

.  enemy 
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enemy  being  taken,  they  bore  up  with  a  full  wind; 

and  De  Ruyter  eafily  perceiving  the  inferiority  of 

their  numbers  *^»  made  what  fail  he  could  to  meet        1666. 

them. 

It  was  about  two  in  the  afternoon  when  the  en- 
gagement began,  c.nd  the  Englifh  had  got  the 
wind,  which  was  fo  high  that  they  could  not  carry 
out  their  Ipwer  tiers.  The  admiral,  who  was 
amongft  the  foremoft  in  the  attack,  was  foon  fo 
tbattered  in  his  rigging  and  mails,  that  he  was 
compelled  to  get  off,  and  anchor,  that  he  might 
tnend  what  was  amifs.  Many  of  his  fquadron  alfo 
had  their  main-yards  (hot  off,  and  received  fuch 
damage  in  their  tackling,  (which  was  the  chief 
aim  of  the  Dutch)  that  they  could  hardly  govern 
their  (hip^.  By  this  means  the  enemy  got  the 
wind,  and  the  battle  continued  with  great  fierce- 
nefs  till  ten  at  night,  when  all  were  willing  to  have 
fome  reft. 

The  fight  was  renewed  at  fix  o'clock  next  morn- 
ing ;  and  the  Dutch  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  being 
re-inforced  by  the  arrival  of  fixteen  new  {hips, 
puQied  their  advantage,  while  the  Englifli  fuftained. 

*  The  Dutch  fleet  confided  of  feventy-one  Ihips  of  the'iine, 
befides  feveral  frigates,  iirefhips,  and  yatchts ;  and  the  Englifh 
fleet,  in  confequence  of  the  detachment  under  the  command  of 
prince  Rupert,  was  reduced  to  fifty-eight  (hips  of  the  line,  with  a 
few  frigates  and  firefliips. 

the 


fill  sfeeit£T  Hitrour  or 

the  unequal  conteft  for  tfeveral  hojm  widi  tinps- 
redleled  (kill  and  heroifm.  The  whole  fleet  ieemed 
t666.  animated  by  the  example  of  theiir  commandery  who 
never  appeared  to  fuch  advantage  as  upon  this  pe^ 
rilous  occafion,  where  he  difplayed  the  mod  con- 
fumnkite  judgment^  and  t^e  greated  peribnal 
bravery*.  It  was,  however,  happy  for  the  En- 
glifti  diat  the  night  again  interrupted  the  fuccefles 
of  an  enemy  fo  fuperior  in  ftrength  and  numbers, 
ivhich  no  efforts  of  valour  were  found  (uffident  to 
counterbalance. 

The  duke  finding  by  the  reports  made  to  him  of 
'  the  ftate  of  all  parts  of  the  fleet,  that  many,  of  the 
ftips  were  fo  difabled,  that  there  was  reafbn  to  fear 
they  would  hardly  hold  out  to  recover  the  Ihore, 
caufed  all  thofe  (hips  to  be  put  before  the  wind, 
and  to  make  all  the  fail  they  could,  ahd  he  him- 
felf,  with  fixteen  of  the  beft  fighting  (hips  dl  in  a 
line,  clofed  the  rear,  to  cover  their  retfeat.  A 
breeze,  which  fprung  up  about  three  in  the  morn- 
ing, favoured  the  admiral's  purpofe,  fb  that  though 

*  Though  patriotifm,  dignity  of  mind,  and  confcious  re^i- 
tdde  are  undoubtedly  the  moft  invigorating  principles  of  true 
courage,  yet  it  is  very  evident  from  this  inflance  of  heroiim  in  fo 
firvik,  perfidious,  and  unprincipled  9  man  as  Mbnic,  ^  that  an 
Idta  of  mtUtary  honour,  whether  true  or  &l£t^  ca*  lemtk  in  an 
individual,  without  the  aifociation  of  any  other  prineipJe  of  ho« 
Hour ;  and  that  a  charafter  may  be  adorned  unfh  ptrfyati  bra- 
[  very,  without  the  participation  of  any  moral  viftnc"^ 

die 
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the  enemy  ufed  every  exertion  in  the  purfuit,  they      CHAP. 

did  not  come  within  gun-fhot  till  four  o'clock  the     -^     ^\^ 

next  afternoon.     By  this  time  the  Englifti  defcried        t666- 

about  twenty  fail  (landing  towards  them,  which 

they  ^concluded  to  be  prince  Rupert's  fquadron  $ 

and  fo  being  earneft  to  join,  they  edged  up  towards 

them,  but  fo  unfortunately,  that  fome  of  the  flag* 

ftiips  ran  a-ground  off  the  Galloper  fands,  but  all 

got  off,  except  the  Royal  Prince,  which,  till  the 

late  war,  was  looked  upon  as  the  beft  (hip  in  the 

world.     It  (luck  fo  faft,  that  no  art  or  induftry 

could  move  it ;  fo  that  the  enemy  fet  it  on  fire^ 

and  took  the  commander,  (ir  George  Afkjew  and 

the  whole  crew  prifoners.     After  the  jundion  with 

prince  Rupert,  our  fleet  bore  to  the  r^brthward,  that 

they  might  get  clear  off  the  fands ;  and  thereby 

the  enemy  got  the  wind  again. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  battle  began  again, 
about  ei^c  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  extraor^ 
dinary  confidence  on  both  fides.  The  Dutch  ftiU 
continued  to  direft  a  great  part  of  their  fire  at  the 
rigging,  while  the  Englifli  ufed  every  endeavour 
to  board  the  others,  as  all  their  own  hopes  lay  in 
clofe  adion.  Bat  th«  defign  of  the  fencjtny  fuc- 
ceeded  better,  ih(bmuch  that  one  of  our  vice-ad- 
toirals,  and  feveral  of  our  beft  fhips  were  fo  dif- 
ablcd,  that  they  bore  ofT  from  the  battle,  in  order 
to  mend  and  repair.  The  reft  fought  with  un- 
abated ftiry  J  nor  was  it  eafy  to  fey,  tp  ^^ch  fide 

the 
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CHAP.  the  vidory  feemed  moft  to  incline.  A  very  heavy 
^  ^'  ^  .mift,  which  eame  on  about  fix  o'clock  in  the 
i666,  evening,  terminated  the  encounter ;  and  both  par- 
ties, weary  no  doubt  of  fuch  a  dreadful  ftruggle, 
in  which  prodigious  numbers  were  killed,  and 
many  (hips  funk  and  burnt,  feparated  withbut 
looking  after  each  other,  and  haftened  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  coafts.  I'hus  ended  that  great  a6tion» 
wherein  either  fide  pretended  to  have  advantage, 
and  both  were  in  truth  confiderable  fufferers  *. 

Moft  of  our  (hips  received  fuch  damage  in  their 
mafts,  yards,  rigging  and  hulls,  that  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  they  reached  the  coaft ;  and  were 
then  difperfed  into  different  places,  where  they 
might  be  fooneft  repaired.  As  the  utmoft  dili- 
gence and  expedition  were  ufed  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  enjoying  any  triumph,  the  damaged 


*  According  to  Rapin,  the  Englifti  lofl:  in  thefe  four  da}^ 
twenty-three  great  fliips,  befides  feveral  others  of  Icfe  note,  fis 
thouGmd  men,  and  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  prifoners  ;  and 
the  Dutch  lofl  only  fix  fliips,  two  thoufand  eight  hundred 
foldiers,  and  fourfcore  fkiloi-s,  befidcs  three  vice-adniirals,  wnth 
Ibme  other  officers.  But  Echard  ftatcs  the  account  very  dif- 
ferently, afferting  that  the  lofs  of  the  Dutdi  amounted  to  fiftecD 
fliips,  and  that  of  the  Engliih  only  to  nine.  The  accuracy  of 
cither  is  now  of  little  confequence ;  but  it  may  with  great  trwth 
be  affcrted,  that  thoUgh  the  Dutch  feemed  to  keep  the  pnfieflion 
of  the  fea,  the  Englifh  loft  tio  glory  in  retiring  to  their  harbourSf 
after  .having  for  fow  days  kept  the  viftory  uiKiecided^  with  (a 
great  a  difparit)'  offeree. 

fhips 


• 
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(hips  were  refitted,  and  brought  together  again  to      CHAP, 
a  general  rendezvous  at  the  Nore  in  lefs  than  three  i  '      '     j 
weeks.     Reinforcements  were  alfo  fent  them  every        1666. 
day  of  fuch  (hips  as  were  fini(hed  gnd  completely 
equipt  at  the  fever^l  dock-yards,  and  of  all  that 
could  be  fpared  from  every  other  (lation  ^  fo  that 
before  they  were  ordered  out  again  in  queft  of  the 
enemy,  the  fleet  was  aiigmeitted  to  above  a  hqi^f 
dred  (ail. 


De  Ruyter  was  hovering  about  in  expe61:ation  of  Another 

naval  en- 
gagement. 


being  joined  by  the  French  fquadron ;  and  though  "*^   ^ 


his  number  was  now  fomewhat  inferior  to  the  Ei>- 
glifli,  he  feemed  to  prepare  for  adion  with  uij- 
daunted  firmnefs.  The  batde  began  at  ten  \x\  the 
morning,  and  was  continued  till  two  in  the  after- 
noon with  as  much  heat  and  obftinacy  as  had  pre- 
vailed in  any  former  encounter.  But  the  fquadroii 
commanded  by  Tron^p  being  either  through  acci- 
dent or  indifcretion  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the 
Putch  fleet  *,  De  Rqyter  took  advantage  of  the 

wind* 

*  The  vice-admirar$  feparatlou  fnKn  the  comfnander  in  chief 
is  by  fome  afcribed  to  treachery,  as  Tromp-was  of  the  prince  of 
Orange's  &ftion,  and  De  Ruyter  one  of  the  firmefb  fupporters 
of  the  repablican  caufe.  But  it  is  not  likely  that  fq  brave  a  man 
OS  Tromp  would  have  been  capable  of  fuch  perfidy  from  any 
oppofitioa  of  BQlitical  ientiments.  Were  he  even  indifferent 
to  fucceflcsy  which  in  his  opinion  might  pnly  ferve  to  give  ftabi- 
Hty  to  De  Witt's  power,  he  could  not  forget  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  he  himliBif  ha4  been  lately  refcued  by  De  Ruyter  from 
VOL.  IX.  (^  c^rtaiq 
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^111^'      wind,  and  bore  away  farther  than  the  Englifh  could 
^  follow.  Here,  however,  our  fleet  took  one  of  their 

x666»  fixty  gun  (hips  commanded  by  yice-admiral  Ban- 
ker, and  another  fliip  of  feventy  guns,  both  whick 
were  burnt,  rather  than  undergo  the  poffible  incon- 
venience of  keeping  them ;  and  both  our  com- 
manders tQok  care  to  bear  up  as  ctofe  as  poflible  to 
the  enemy  during  the  night. 

Dc  Ruytcr's         The  next  morning  the  moft  fpirited  efforts  were 

duaeTre-        ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Ruyter,  but  the  wtn^  lef- 

treat.  fening,  it  could  not  be  efTeded.     He  fought  well, 

but  fliil  retreating  *,  till'he  got  with  his  diviiion  of 

certain  deflniftion.     On  the  fccond  day  of  the  former  engage- 
ment Tromp  was  furrounded  by  the  Englifti,  and  mud  ha^-c  i 
been  taken,  or  funk,  had  he  not  been  brought  ofFby  Dc  Rut-  i 
ter's  timely  and  fpirited  interpofition.     Would  he  repay  fuch 
fignal  afliftance  with  the  bafeft  ingratitude?  Would  he,  through 
wilful  perverfcnefs,  fuffer  his  rival  in  fame  to  bear  away  from 
him  the  double  palm  of  gcnerofity  and  glory  ?     The  caufc  of  hij 
feparation  from  De  Ruyter  is  much  more  pr<obabIy  accounted 
for  by  Rapin.     He  fays,  "  that  while  de  Ruyter  and  young 
Evertzen  engaged  the  red  and  white  fquadron,  Tromp,  after  a 
long  difpute,  routed  the  blue  fquadron,  commanded  by  fir  Je- 
remy Smith.     But,  fy  an  unpardonahle  error ^  inflead  of  remainirg 
with  the  fleet,  he  amufed  himfelf  with  purfuing  the  flying  ihips  | 
of  the  enemy."    For  this  rnw,  which  was  attended  with  ver}- 
X  fatal  confequences,  he  was,  upon  his  return  home,  difinifled  the  , 

fcrvice. 

*  This  brave  man  was  fo  affe(?led  with  his  difappointment,  as 
to  exclaim,  while  retreating  before  the  enemy,  **  Amongft  lb 
many  bullets,  is  there  not  one  to  put  an  end  to  mv  miferabie 
life/'' 

the 
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the  fleet  into  his  faftnefs  at  the  Weelings,  Another  ®f  ^^' 
divifion,  that  was  farther  off,  and  likely  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  night,  tacked  about ;  which  our  fleet 
perceiving  endeavoured  to  get  between  them  an4 
the  coaftj  but  being  fuddenly  Becalmed,  they 
dropped  anchor  about  midnight,  and  in  the 
morning,  though  they  made  all  the  way  they  coul4 
with  a  little  wind,  the  enemy  got  fo  clofe  to  their  • 

own  fhore,  and  their  fhips  drawing  lefs  water  thai> 
the  Englifli,  that  there  could  be  no  farther  purfuit. 
The  third  divifion  alfo,  which  had  been  fepa- 
ratedfirom  the  reft  of  the  D,utch  fleet  the  day  be- 
fore, recovered  the  Texel  without  lofs.  Many  of 
our  captains  were  blamed  for  a  want  of  ardour  in 
the  chace  of  this  laft'fqiiadron ;  but  prince  Rupert 
and  the  duke,  though  they  differed  in  opinion  with 
refpedk  to  the  conduft  of  foine  of  thofe  officers, 
very  wifely  laid  afide  all  inquiry  into  the  matter,  . 
till  they  flaould  be  at  more  leifure  with  lefs  incon- 
veoiehce  to  determine  iL 

The  enemy  being  thus  fcattered,  x)ur  fleet  re-  Fatal  blow 
folved  to  ply  upon  their  coaft,  and  to  annoy  their  fJutdi^com^ 
trade,  which  they  did,  and  took  many  prices  both  merce. 
homeward  and   outward-bound    of    great   value. 
While  this  interruption  was  given  to  the  Dutch 
commerce,  another  enterprize  of  ftill  greater  im- 
portance was  undertaken   by  the  advice   of  one 
Hemikirk,  who  had  the  command  of  a  fliip  in  the  ' 
fervice  of  the  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
Qja  but 
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CHAP,  but  having  fidcd  with  Tromp  againft  Evcrtzen  in 
^  '  i  thcfirft  batde,  he  would  have  been  hanged,  if  he 
1666.  had  not  made  his  efcape.  From  that  urae  he  had 
always  been  on  board  with  prince  Rupert;  and 
now  perfuaded  the  prince  and  the  duke  of  Albc- 
marie  to  fend  a  detachnient  under  his  guidance 
into  the  road  of  Ulye,  where,  as  in  a  place  of  the 
utmoft  fecurity,  all  (hips  laden  at  Amfterdam  for 
the  Streights  and  other  parts  ufed  to  remain  for 
two  or  three  days  previous  to  their  departure,  while 
final  orders  were  preparing.  The  execution  of  this 
defigh  was  committed  to  fir  Robert  Holmes,  who 
with  a  number  of  fmall  veffels  well  manned,  befides 
a  body  of  flout  foot  to  land  upon  occafion,  being 
guided  by  Hemfkirk,  entered  the  road,  which  was 
almod  land-locked,  and  burnt  ^11  the  Dutch  (hips 
lying  there  *,  fome  of  which  were  worth  above  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  each.  Then  advancing 
to  the  ifle  of  Schelling,  he  made  a  defcent,  and  fet 
fire  to  the  town  of  Brandaris,  the  flames  of  which, 
^ith  thofe  of  the  fliips,  appearing  at  the  break  of 
day  fo  near  Amfterdam,  put  the  whole  city  into 
fuch  confternation,  that  they  thought  the  day  of 
judgment  was  at  hand.  This  was  not  only  the 
greateft  lofs,  but  was  greater  than  all  the  reft  put 
together,  which  Holland  fuftained  during  the 
war;  and  as  it  occafioned  great  triumph  in  Eng- 

*  There  were  above  one  hundred  merchant  (hips,  and  two 
men  of  war  defigned  for  convoys. 

land, 
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land,  fo  it  filled  De  Witt  with  theftrongeft  defire      CHAP, 
and  refohition  of  revenge  before  any  peace  fliould  l 
be  confented  toi  Avhich  he  cffedted  in  a  great  de-        1666. 
gree  the  next  year. 

As  there  appeared  no  more  likelihood  of  the  The  fleets 
Dutch  coming  out  again,  the  prince  and  duke  re-  ^n.*'^* 
turned  with  the  fleet  about  the  middle  of  Augufl. 
to  Southwold  Bay,  to  receive  a  recruit  of  men, 
provifions,  and  ammunition,  having  left  fome  (hips 
upon  the  Dutch  coafts  to  take  prizes,  and  fcouts  to 
get  intelligence.  On  the  twenty-ninth  a  little  pink 
brought  notice,  that  the  enemy  confifting  of  about 
fourfcore  fail  were  ready  to  come  out  from  the 
Weclingsj  and  the  following  day  advice  was  re- 
ceived of  their  being  out,  and  fleering  to  the  weft- 
waxd,  as  if  in  hope  of  meeting  the  French  *.     At 

feven 

*  Imrticdiatcly  after  De  Ruyter's  defeat,'  the  following  letter 
was  written  by  the  French  king  to  his  embaiTador  at  the  Hague, 
which,  being  communicated  to  the  States,  mud  have  been  a 
Ih-ong  incitement  to  their  refitting  and  fending  out  their  fleet 
again  with  fo  much  expedition : 

**  As  foon  as  I  received  the  fad  news  of  the  difgrace  which  had 
befallen  the  arms  of  my  allies,  I  refolved  to  fend  this  exprefs  to 
you  for  feveral  reafons:  the  firfl,  that  you  may  declare  to  the 
States,  that  my  grief  on  this  difafler  is  not  lefs  than  they  feel 
themfelves;  but  we  mufl,  by  vigorous  refolutions,  not  only  lef- 
(en  all  the  prejudices  of  it,  but  reduce  the  Englifh  to  defire  peace 
in  earneft :  the  fecond,  that  you  may  alfo  affure  them,  that  I 
will  contribute  heartily  in  every  thing  which  depends  on  me  and 
my  forces,  to  procure  this  defirable  end. 

Q.J  «  England 


J 
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CHAP.  feven  o'clock  next  morning  our  fleet  bore  to  fei, 
>  ^'  J  and  before  noon  difcovered  the  Dutch  about  fo(rr 
i666,  leagues  to  leeward;  but  they  flood  away  for  th^ 
coaft  of  Flanders,  whilft  the  Englifh  were  fo  ea- 
tangled  upon  the  Galloper  fands,  that  they  could 
not  follow  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  fo  that  it  was 
night  before  they  came  near  each  other;  and  then 
feveral  guns  were  fired  to  little  purpofe. 

*^  England  is  not  m  a  condition,  for  the  final!  advanta^ 
which  (he  has  gained  in  the  contcft  with  the  United  Provinces, 
to  rcfift  the  efforts  of  three  fuch  powers  as  arc  thofe  of  France, 
Denmark,  and  the  States  in  junction. 

**  If  the  States  have  it  in  their  power  and  their  will  to  pet 
their  fleet  again  to  fea,  as  foon  as  it  is  repaired,  to  2&  as  long  m 
the  feafon  (hall  lafl,  you  may,  in  my  name,  propofe  to  them  th; 
jimftion  of  my  fleet,  and  fince  it  cannot  fail  of  arriving  in  a  few 
days  at  Rochelle  or  Belleifle,  rf  it  is  not  there  already,  you  msr 
now  confuk  with  the  fieur  De  Witt,  and  the  other  comxi^ 
(ioners,  of  the  moft  proper  and  fafe  ways  for  their  jundion,  ac*! 
give  me  an  account  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  that  not  a  minuif 
of  ufeful  time  may  be  loft, 

*«  You  fliall  moreover  tell  the  States,  that  I  this  day  write  ^ 
the  chevalier  De  Toulon,  whom  I  have  lately  fent  to  Coper.- 
hagen,  in  the  fame  quality  of  my  embaflador  as  he  had  in  S\ie 
den,  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours,  and  moft  prefling  inibuiccs,  '••. 
my  name,  with  the  king  of  Denmark,  to  incline  him  to  "come  :. 
a  refolution  to  join  prefently  part  of  his  fleet  with  mine  and  witS 
that  of  the  faid  States. 

"  I  would  not  clofe  this  letter  without  telling  you,  that  voj 
fliould  again  recommend  from  me  to  the  States,  to  acconunodatej 
matters  with  Sweden,  who  feeing  herfelf  defpifcd,  or  ufcd  hardiv, 
may,  in  thisjun<5Vure,  take  refolutions  which  may  be  vervprcii:- 
dicialtous;  and  we  know  the  Swedes  never  want 'pretences  to 
do  whatever  they  think  to  he  for  their  intcrcft." 

As 
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As  loon  as  it  was  light,  they  found  that  the  c5hap. 
Dutch  had  got  to  leeward  as  far  as  they  could  dif-  ^  '  ^ 
corer  near  St.  John's  Bay  beyond  Calais  ;  but  the  .  1666, 
weather  proved  fo  boifterous,  and  the  Dutch  kept 
fo  clofe  in  to  the  Aore,  that  after  fome  unavailing 
attempts  for  two  days  to  bring  them  to  aQ:ion,  oxir 
fleet  was  compelled  by  the  ftorm  to  come  away  to 
St.  Helen's.  In  this  tempeft  the  French  had  a 
very  narrow  efcape*  A  gentleman  of  that  nation, 
who  had  juft  returned  out  of  England  (whither 
they  were  fufFered  to  refort  with  as  much  liberty  as 
if  there  was  no  war,  whilft  no  EngliQiman*could 
be  (afe  there)  hearing  upon  his  arrival  at  Calais,- 
tlaat  the  duke  of  Beaufort  was  every  day  expefted^  * 
difpatched  two  or  three  barks  after  him  with  infor- 
mation how  and  where  the  Englifh  lay.  One  of 
them  happened  to  find  him  towards  the  evening, 
whereupon  he  changed  his  courier  and  by  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  got  into  the  road  of  Dieppe, 
with  the  lofs  only  of  a  feventy  gun  fliip  under  the 
command  of  the  vice-admiral,  who,  knowing  no- 
thing of  the  intelligence,  purfued  his  former  di- 
reflion,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  .Engliftii  . 
The  continuance  of  the  ftorm  prevented  any  farther 
engagement ;  but  the  (ame  winds,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  did  much  more  mifchief  at  land  thaii  at  fea« 

It  was  upon  the  firft  of  September  at  midnight^  FlrcatLon- 
or  near  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  feeond  of  the    ®°' 
month,  that  the  memorable  and  terrible  fire  of 
0^4  London 


232  SECRET   HISfORY    Of 

Londoft  broke  out  in  a  baker's  houlc,  at  the  end 
of  Thames-ftreet  next  the  Tower.  As  that  ftrcet 
i666.  contained  many  timber-hodfes,  and  was  furrounded 
with  feveral  narrow  alleys,  the  whole  neighbourhood 
was  in  fo  (hort  a  time  reduced  to  afties,  that  few 
perfons  could  fave  any  of  their  goods,  but  were  as 
a  heap  of  people  almoft  petrified  with  fudden  con- 
fternation.  Buckets  were  immediately  ordered  by 
the  city  magiftrates ;  but  the  fire  wai  too  ravenous 
to  be  extingui(hed  with  fucb  quantities  of  water  as 
could  be  conveyed  by  tlwfe  infbruments.  It  faf- 
lened  ft  ill  upon  new  materiats,  before  it  had  de- 
ftroyed  the  old ;  and  though  it  raged  fuyioufly  all 
that  day,  no  man  knowing  what  remedy  to  apply* 
nor  the  magiftrates  what  orders  to  give,  but  all 
ftanding  amazed  as  fpe6tators  only^  yet  the  pro* 
grefs  of  the  flan^  was  fomewhat  regular,  and  the 
gfeateft  apprehenfion  was  for  the  Tower,  and  all 
confiderations  entered  upon  for  fecuring  thatphcc. 
But  in  the  night  the  wind  changed,  and  ca^riedl 
the  danger  from  thence  with  fucb  great  and  irre- 
fiftible  violence,  that  as  it  kept  the  Engliih  m 
Dutch  fleets  from!  grappling,  when  they  were  fo 
near  each  other,  fo  it  fcattered  the  fire  from  pu^i 
fuing  the  line  k  was  in,  and  fpread  it  over  the 
city.  Thofc  who  went  late  to  bed,  at  a  grea^ 
diftance  from  any  place  where  the  fire  prevailcA 
were  awakened  before  morning  with  their  oAij 
houfes  being  in  a  blaze  ^  and  whilft  endeavour  «*< 
ufing  to  quench  that,  other  houfes  were  iaid  to  b^ 
•  -  '  burninji 
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burning,  which  were  near  no  place  whence  the  fire  CHAP* 

could.be  fuppoTed  to  have  reached  them.    All  this  1  -  V^ 

kindled  another  fire  in  the  breafts  of  men,  almoft  ^^^ 
as  dangerous  as  that  within  tlieir  houfes. 

Monday  morning  produced  firft  a  jealoufy,  and 
then  an  univerfal  belief  and  perfuafion,  that  the 
fire  came  not  by  chance.  People  faid,  that  it  was 
df  little  confequence  where  it  began  j  but  that  its 
breaking  out  in  feveral  places  at  fo  great  a  diftance  ^ 
from  each  other,  made  it  evident  that  it  was  the 
tSed  di  Tome  horrid  confpiracy.  This  led  to  an- 
other condufion,  that  the  incendiaries  muft  be  the 
Dutch  or  French^  with  whom  we  were  then  at  warj 
and  all  of  either  nation,  who  could  be  met  with, 
or  ftrangers  of  what  nation  foever,  were  laid  hold 
of,  and  after  much  ill  ufage  thrown  into  prifon. 
The  fame  fufpicion  was  foon  extended  to  the  pa* 
pifts,  who  were  in  the  fame  predicament  of  guilt  . 
and  danger^  and  who  quickly  found  that  their 
only  lafety  confifted  in  keeping  within  doors, 
though  fome  were  drs^ged  even  thence,  and  car- 
ried to  prifon. 

When  this  rage  fpread  as  far  as  the  fire,  and 
every  hour  brought  reports  of  fome  bloody  effefts 
of  it,  the  king  diftributed  many  of  the  privy  coun- 
cil into  feveral  quarters  of  the  city,  to  prevent  by 
^heir  authority  thofe  inhumanities,  which  he  heard 
^cre  committed.    But  neither  they  nor  any  body 

elfe 
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CHAP.      elfe  thought  it  fafe  to  declare,  that  they  believed 

av        '     J  the  fire  came  by  aecident,  or  that  it  was  not  a  plot 

1666.        of  the  Dutch,  the  FVcnch,  and  the  papifts  to  bum 

tlie  city.     This  was  fo  generally  believed,  and  in 

the  "beft  company,  that  whoever  faid  the  contrary, 

was  fufpeAed  to  be  one  of  the  confpirators,  or  at 

^       leaft  a  favourer  of  them.     It  could  n6L  be  con* 

ceived  how  a  houfe,  that  was  diftant  a  mile  from 

any  part  of  the  fire,  could  fuddenly  be  in  a  flame 

^     without  fome  particular  malice.     Inftances  of  this 

kind  were  alledged  without  number;  nor  did  there 

want  the  teftimany  of  witnefles,  who  faid  they  faw 

the  villainy  committed,    and   apprehended  men, 

who,  they  were  ready  to  fwear,  threw  fire  balls 

into  houfes,  which  were  prefently  burning. 

Lord'HoUis  and  lord  Afliley,  who  had  their 
quarters  affigned  about  Newgate-market,  and  the 
llreets  adjacent,  had  many  brought  to  them  in 
cuftody  for  pretended  crimes  of  this  nature  ;  and 
faw,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  people  gathered  toge- 
ther in  great  diforder.  On  going  nearer,  they  per- 
ceived a  man  hauled  about  and  very  ill  ufcd  by  the 
mob,  whom  they  knew  to  be  a  fervant  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe  ambaflador ;  and  who  was  prefently  brought 
to  them.  A  fubftantial  citizen  was  ready  to  make 
oath,  that  he  faw  this  man  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  and  throw  a  fire-ball  into  a  (hop,  upon 
which  the  houfe  immediately  took  fire ;  and  that 
being  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way,  he  cried 

out 
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out  to  ftop  that  gentleman,  who  accordingly  was  CHAP, 
foon  feized,  and  hii  fword,  which  he  was  going  ^  __'__  , 
to  draw,  taken  away  from  him,  and  he  not  fpeak-  4666. 
ing,  or  underftanding  Englifli,  was  ufed  in  the 
manner  before  defcribed.  His  pockets  had  al(b 
been  diligently  fearched,  but  none  of  thofe  com- 
buftibles  were  found' upon  him.  Lord  Hollis  told 
him  what  he  was  accufed  of,  at  which  he  flood  in  ^ 
great  amazement.  His  lordlhip  alked  him  what  it 
was  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket,  and  threw  into  the 
houfe.  H6  anfwered,  that  he  did  not  think  he 
had  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket ;  but  he  temem- 
bercd  very  well,  that  as  he  walked  in  the  ftreet, 
he  faw  a  piece  of  bread  upon  the  ground,  which  he 
took  up  and  laid  on  a  flielf  in  the  next  houfe  j 
which  is  a  cuftom  or  fuperftition  fo  natural  to  a 
Portuguefe,  that  if  the  king  of  Portugal  were 
walking,  and  faw  a  piece  of  bread  on  the  ground, 
he  would  take  it  up  with  his  own  hand,  and  keep 
it  till  he  found  a  fit  place  to  lay  it  down.  The 
houfe  being  in  view,  the  lords  with  many  of  the 
people  walked  to  it,  and  found  the  piece  of  bread 
jyft  within  the  door  upon  a  board,  where  he  faid 
he  had  laid  it.  The  houfe  on  fire  was  two  doors 
beyond  it,  but  might  in  a  time  of  fuch  fright  and 
fufpicion  be  ealily  miflakcn  for  the  fame  by  the 
perfon  on  the  other  fide  of  the  way,  who  feeing  the 
Portuguefe  put  fomething  down,  and  perceiving  a 
fire  burft  out  inftantly,  concluded  that  he  was  the 
incendiary.     Though  both  the  lords  were  fatisfied 

of 
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CHAP,      of*  the  poor  man's  innocence^  they  did  not  fet  him 
^  '    J    at  liberty,  for  fear  of  again  cxpofing  him  to  the 

1666.  fury  of  the  mob  ;  but  as  if  there  remained  matter 
enough  for  farther  inquiry,  th^y  committed  him  to 
the  conftable  to  be  kept  by  him  in  his  own  houfe 
for  fome .  hours^  when  they  pretended  they  would 
examine  him  again.  The  fame  conduA  was  ob- 
fervcd  with  refpedt  to  many  others,  who  were  ap- 
prehended in  difierent  parts  of  the  town»  upon 
much  weaker  grounds  of  fufpicion.  None  were 
difchargedy  efpecially  if  they  were  foreigners  or  pa- 
pifts,  but  all  fent  tso  prifon,  where  they  were  in 
muck  more  fecurity,  than  if  left  at  full  liberty^ 
"  after  they  were  once  known  to  have  been  fufpefted 
Moft  of  them  undcrftood  their  conunitment  to  be 
from  that  motive,  and  were  glad  of  it. 

The  fire  and  wind  continued  in  the  fiune  ezceG 
all  Monday^  Tuefday,  and  Wednefday  till  the  af- 
ternoon  i  and  flung  and  fcattered  burning  brands 
into  all  quarters,  the  nights  more  terrible  than  the 
days,  and  the  glare  of  the  conflagration  fupplying 
the  light  of  the  fun.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe 
the  ravages  that  were  made,  or  the  alarm  and  di« 
ftradion  of  the  people.  Nobody  knew  where  to 
repofe  for  one  hour's  fleep:  no  difUnce  was 
thought  fecure  from  the  fire,  which  fuddenly  flartcd 
up  before  it  was  fufpefted :  all  the  fields  were  full 
of  women  and  children,  who  had  made  a  (hift  to 
brmg  thither  fome  goods  and  conveniences  to  left 

upon^ 
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upon,  as  fafer  than  any  houfes  were :  they  yet  felt      ^^J^^' 

fuch  intolerable  heat  and  drought  as  if  they  had 

been  in  the  midft  of  the  fire.     The  country  fent  in        1666, 

carts  to  help  thofc  miferable  people,  who  had  faved 

any  goods ;  and  by  thefe  means  and  the  help  of 

coaches,  the  neighbouring  villages  were  filled  with     • 

more  people  than  they  could  well  contain,  and 

more  goods  than  they  could  find  room  for,  fo  that 

;he  adjoining  fields  there  became  likewife  as  full 

as  thofe  about  London  and  Weflminfter. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  when  the. king  faw, 
that  neither  the  fire  decreaied,  nor  the  wind  lef- 
fenedy  he  even  dcipaircd  of  preferving  Whitehall ; 
\>ut  havii^  obferved,  while  he  rode  about  with  his 
brother  from  place  to  place,  that,  where  there  were 
any  vacancies  between  the  houfes,  by  which  the 
progreis  of  the  fire  was  interrupted^  it  changed  its 
Gourie,  and  went  to  the  other  fide,  he  gave  orders 
for  pulling  down  many  houfes  about  Whitehall, 
and  fent  fome  of  liis  moft  valuable  furniture  to 
Hampton  Court.  Moft  perfons  of  quality  in  the 
Strand,  who  had. the  benefit  of  the  river,  got  barges 
and  other  veflels  for  the  conveyance  of  their  goods 
to  houfes  fome  miles  out  of  town  -,  and  as  the  fire 
was  then  in  Fleet-ftreet,  feveral  other  families  in 
the  Strand,  who  knew  not  whither  to  go,  and 
fcarce  what  they  did,  fled  into  the  fl:reets,  that 
they  might  not  be  within  when  the  fire  Ihould  fall 
upon  their  houfes.   But  contrary  to  all  expeftation, 

about 
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CHAP.  about  four  or^  five  o'clock  on  Wcdnefday  after- 
^  /  _»  noon,  the  wind  feU,  and  the  fire  decreafed,  having 
•  J 666.  burnt  all  on  the  fide  o(  die  Thames  to  the  new 
buildings  of  the  Inner  Temple,  next  to  White 
Friars.  It  was  ftopt  by  that  vacancy  from  pro- 
ceeding farther  in  that  direction ;  but  laid  hold  on 
fome  old  buildings,  which  joined  to  Kam-alley, 
artd  fwept  all  thofe  into  Fleet-ftreet.  The  other 
fide  being  likewife  deftroyed  as  far  as  Fetter-lane, 
it  difconttinued  there,  leaving  the  other  part  of 
Fleet-ftreet  to  Temple-b^  and  all  the  Strand  un- 
hurt ;  and  it  ceafed  in  all  other  parts  of  the  towix 
about  the  feme  time. 

It  now  required  the  utmoft  vigilance  to  watch 
the  fire  that  was  on  the  ground,  left  it  might  break 
out  again/  This  was  the  better  performed,  be- 
caufe  daofe,  whofe  houfes  were  yet  ftanding,  had 
not  the  courage  to  lleep,  though  their  terrors  and 
diftraftion  were  greatly  abated.  Some,  indeed, 
were  ftill  reftlcfs  with  fears  of  a  different  kind.  In 
their  exceflive  jealoufy  of  the  fuppofed  authors  of 
this  dreadful  calamity,  they  were  fo  fottilh  as  to 
believe  the  moft  abfurd  reports,  that  all  the  French 
in  town,  of  whom  there  was  no  doubt  a  very  great 
number,  were  colleded  into  a  body,  to  profecute 
thofe  by  the  fword,  who  had  efcaped  the  fire.  Wild 
as  fuch  an  idea  was,  the  inhabitants  of  a  whole 
ftrect  have  been  known  to  run  in  a  great  tumult 
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one  way,  upon  the  rumour  that  the  French  were      CHAP. 

TIT 

marching  at  the  other  end  of  it :  fo  terrified  were  i  '  ^ 

men  with  their  own  apprehenfions.  ,66t 

When  the  night,  though  far  from  being  a  quiet 
oncj  had  fomewhat  leflened  the  confternation,  the 
&ft   care  of  government  was,  that  the  country 
might  fpeedily  fupply  markets  in  all  places,  that 
thofe,  who  had  favcd  themfelves  from  burning, 
might  not  be  in  danger  of  ftarving ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt,i  if  extraordinary  diligence  had  not  been 
ufed,  many  would  have  periftied  that  way.     The 
vaft  deftru<a:ion  of  corn  and  all  other  forts  of  pro- 
vifions  in  thofe  parts  where  the  fire  had  prevailed, 
not  only  left  the  people  deftitute  of  every  thing 
that  was  to  be  eat  or  drunk  j  but  the  bakers  and 
brewers,  who  inhabited  the  other  parts  that  were 
unhurt,  had  forfaken   their  houfes,   and  carried 
away  all  that  was  portable.     Many  days  paft,  be- 
foi:e  enough  of  them  returned,  to  fall  to  their  oc- 
cupations.    But   the  fopplies   from   the  country 
poured  in  very  faft ;  and  in  four  days,  fcarce  a 
man  was  to  be  feen  in  the  fields,  which  were  before 
covered  with  thofe,  whofe  habitations  were  burnt. 
All  found  flielter  in  the  parts  which  remained  of 
the  city,  or  in  the  fuburbs,  and  the  adjacent  vil- 
lages, every  body  being  ready  to  give  all  poffiblc 
afliftance  tg  thofe  who  appeared  to  be  undone. 

The 
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CHAP.  The  king  was  not  more  troubled  at  any  parti- 

^     ^  '   I     cular,  than  at  the  imagination  which  poflcffed  the 
j666.        minds  of  fo  many,  that  all  thismifchief  arofc  from 
feme  wicked  confpiracy.     He  appointed  the  privy 
council  to  fit  both  morning  and  evening  to  receive 
informations  on  that  head,  and  to  fend  for  any  per- 
fons  who  had  been  committed  to  prifon  upon  fuch 
evidence  as  made  the  greateft  noife.     He  alfo  fcnt 
for  the  lord  chief  juftice,  who  was  in  the  country, 
to  come  to  town,  for  the  better  examination  of  all 
fuggeftions  and  allegations  of  that   kind;  there 
"     having  been  a  malicious  report  fcatteftd  about  the 
town,  that  the  court  and  council  had  fo  great  a  pre- 
judice againft  any  teftimony  of  fuch  a  plot,  that  they 
difcountenanced  all  witneflcs  who  came  before  them 
to  declare  what  they  knew.     This  was  without  any 
colour  of  truth ;  though  many  who  weyc  produced, 
as  if  their  teftimony  would  remove  all  doubts 
made  fuch  fenfelcfs  relations  of  what  they  had  been  j 
told  by  perfons,  whom  they  knew  nothing  about, 
nor  where  to  find  them,  that  it  was  a  l^ard  matter 
to  forbear  fmiling  at  their  evidence. 

Some  Frenchmen's  houfes  had  beeii  fearched,  in 
which  were  found  many  of  thofe  (hells  for  fquib? 
and  other  fireworks  frequently  ufed  on  rejoicing 
nights.  The  men  themfelves  were  well  known, 
having  followed  that  trade  many  years  in  town ; 
and  one  of  them  was  conftantly  employed  by  the 
'  o&cc 
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oflkre  of  ordnance  for  making  granadoes.     Yet      CHAP, 
ihefe  men  did  not  cfcape  fufpicion,  but  were  feized    ^        '     ^ 
with  many  others  of  their  country,  and  remained        x666. 
in  prifon  till  their  neighbours  folicited  for  their  li- 
berty.    What  moft  excites  wonder  is,  that  in  this 
general  rage  of  the  people,  none  of  the  foreigners 
was  murdered  outright,  though  many  were  forely 
beaten  and  bruifed. 

There  was  a  very  odd  accident  that  Confirmed 
many  in  what  they  were  before  inclined  to  believe, 
and  (larded  others  who  thought  the  confpiracy  im- 
poffible.  Amongft  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been 
lent  to  Newgate,  there  was  one  Hubert,  a  young 
man  of  five  or  fix  and  twenty  years  of  age,  the  fon 
of  a  famous  watchmaker  in  the  city  of  Rouen ; 
and  this  fellow  had  worked  in  the  fame  profeffion 
with  feveral  men  in  London,  and  had  for  many 
years  been  looked  upon  as  a  lunatic  both  in  Rouen 
and  London.  This  man  confeffed,  "  that  he  had 
fet  the  firft  houfe  on  fire ;  that  he  and  three  more 
had  been  hired  in  Paris  a  year  before  to  do  it ; 
that  they  came  over  to  England  together  to  put 
their  defign  in  execution  at  the  time  of  the  plague; 
that,  after  their  arrival  in  London,  he  and  two  of 
his  companions  went  into  Sweden,  but  returned  in 
die  latter  end  of  Auguft ;  and  that  the  other  two 
having  then  gone  back  to  France,  he  refolved 
to  make  the  attempt  himfelf."  The-  whole  of 
his  confeffion  was  fo  incoherent,  that  the  chief 

VOL.  II.  R  juftice, 
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CHAP,  juiiice,  wko  was  not  thoti^t  to  want  r^our,  did 
-  ^  ^  ROt  believe  any  thing  he  faid.  He  was  afked,  who 
x666.  it  was  in  Paris  that  fubomed  him  to  thisr  a&ion  ? 
He  aniwered  ^*  that  he  did  not  know,  having  never 
(een  him  before;'*  and  in  enlarging  on  that  point 
he  contradided  himfelf  in  many  particulars.  Being 
aikedy  what  money  he  had  received  to  petfcmn  a 
fisrvice  of  fo  much  hazard,  he  replied  "  one  pif- 
tole,  but  was  promifed  five  more,  when  he  Ihould 
have  done  his  work  ;'^  with  many  other  fuch  un- 
reaiooable  things,  that  every  body  prefem  thought 
llim  out  of  his  fenfes.  However,  they  durft  not 
flight  the  evidence,  but  put  him  to  a  particular. 
In  which  he  (eemed  fo  fully  to  confirm  all  that  be 
had  bef(»re  afierted,  that  they  were  ftnick  with 
aftonifliment^  and  knew  not  afterwards  what  to 
fay,  OF  think. 

This  lafi;  point,  upon  which  Hubert  was  .qucT- 
tioned,  and  which  rendered  the  whole  bufine(s  fin* 
gularly  ftrange  and  unaccountable,  was,  whether 
he  knev/the  place,  which  he  had  firft  iet  on  fiit  ^ 
He  anfwered,  "  that  he  knew  it  very  well,  and 
would  (hew  it  to  any  body.'*  Upon  this  the  chief 
juiiice,  and  itiany  aldermen  who  fat  with  him,  fent 
a  guard  of  fubftantial  citizens  with  the  prifener, 
that  he  might  (hew  them  the  houfe ;  and  diey  firft 
led  him  to  a  place  at  Tome  diftance  firom  it,  and 
afked  him,  if  that  was  it  ?  To  which  jie  in- 
ftandy  replied,  "  no  j  it  was  lower,  nearer  to  die 

Thames.- 
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Thames.*'    The  houfe,  and  all  that  were  near  it,      CHAP. 

Were  fo  covered  and  buried  in  ruins,  that  the     *     ^    r^ 

owners  themfelves,  without  fome  in£siUible  mark,        166& 

could  hardly  tell  where  tiicir  refpedive  dwellings 

lud  ftood.     But  Hubert  led  the  guard  diiceftly  to 

the  place  i  and  defcribed  the  iituation  of  the  houfe, 

the  (hape  of  the  litde  yard,  the  faihion  of  the  door 

and  window$i  and  where  he  firft  put  the  firer 

and  all  this  with  fuch  exaftne(s,  that  they  who  bad 

dwelt  long  near  it,  could  not  have  fo  perfedUy^u:- 

counted  for  half  thofe  particularsi 

This  fildnced.  all  farther  doubts  1  and  though  the 
chief  juftice  told  the  king,  that  aU  his  other  dif- 
courfe  was  fo  disjointed^  that  he  did  not  believe  any 
thing  he  faid,  nor  was  there  one  man  to  ptofecuie 
or  accufe  him,  yet  upon  his  own  confeflion,  and 
the  relation  of  all  thofe  lad  particulars,  the  jury  . 
found  him  guilty ;  and  he  was  executed  accord* 
ingly.  It  is  farther  remarkable,  that  in  all  his  exa- 
minations, he  neither  (hewed  any  iign  of  foftrow  for 
what  he  {aid  he  had  done,  nor  yet  &emed  tojuf-* 
tify  or  uke  delight  in  it  $  but  being  afked,  whether 
he  was  not  forry  for  the  wickednefs»  and  Whether 
he  intended  to  do  (b  much,  he  gave  no  anfwer  at 
all,  and  with  the  fame  temper  died«  The  judg^, 
and  moft  perfons  who^  were  prefent  at  the  triaU 
concluded  that  he  was  a  poor  diftrafted  wretdi 
weary  of  his  life,  and  chofe  to  part  with  it  this 
way ;  for  it  was  very  evident  that  he  might  have 
R  2  iaved 
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CHAt.      faved  it,  even  though  he  had  been  guilty,  fiftce  tie 
^     ^  '   '     was  only  accufed  upon  his  own  confeffion. 


1666. 


Upon  the  whole,  aftet'the  moft  diligent  inquiry 
by  the  privy-council,  and  next  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  parliament  to  inveftigate  the  matter ; 
no  fatisfaftory  proof  was  ever  difcovercd  of  anr 
defign  or  combination.  Charges  were,  indeed, 
brought  againft  many,  but  none  of  them  could  be 
fabftantiated  j  nor  was  there  any  probable  evidence 
(that  poor  creature  Hubert  only  excepted),  of  any 
other  caufe  of  that  woeful  fire  than  the  firft  acci- 
dent of  its  breaking  out  in  a  baker^s  houle,  where 
there  was  fo  great  a  ftock  of  faggots,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  much  combuflible  matter,  fucb 
as  pitch,  ro(in,  and  the  like,  that  led  it  in  an  in-  1 
flant  from  houie  to  houfe  in  Thames-ftreet,  witli 
the  agitation  of  fo  terrible  a  wind  to  fcatter  and 
difperfe  it,  " 


-  Let  the  caufe  be  what  it  would,  the  eflfcft  was 
very  calamitous.  Above  two-thirds  of  that  great 
city,  and  thofe  the  wealthieft  parts  of  it,  where  the 
greateft  (hops  and  warehoufes  flood,  were  reduced 
to  alhes.  The  Royal  Exchange,  wfth  all  the  ftrccts 
about  it,  Lombard-ftreet,  Cheapiide,  Pater-nofter- 
row,  all  St.  Paul's  church-yard,  as  well  as  the 
church  Ltfelf,  and  almoft  all  the,  other  churches  in 
the  city,  Ludgate,  the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  gteateil 
part  of  Flcet-ftrcet,  were  all  burnt,  without  one 
.  .  houfc 
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houfe  remaining  *.  The  eftimate  of  what  that  de- 
vouring fire  confumed,  over  and  above  the  houfes, 
could  never  be  computed  in  any  degree.  In  the  x666. 
firft  ni^t  it  fwept  away  the  vaft  wealth  of  Thames* 
fireet,  as  from  its  fuddennefs,  all  people  being  in 
their  beds,  when  the  fiame^  reached  their  houfes, 
they  could  fave  nothing  but  themfejves.  The  ne^pt 
day,  the  violence  of  the  wind  ipcreafed  the  diftrac- 
tion ;  and  before  thofe  who  were  at  a  coniiderable 
diftance,  could  imagine  themfelves  to  be  in  any 
danger,  or  think  it  neceffary  to'remove  their  goods, 
the  fire  came  upon  them,  and  rendered  it  impof> 
lible.  It  happened  alfo  in  qi  feafon  of  the  year^ 
when  a  great  number  of  the  fubftantial  citizens  and 
other  wealthy  men  were  ii>  the  i:ountry ;  whereof 
Qiany  had  not  left  a  feryant  in  ;heir  hopfes,  think? 
ing  themfelves  upon  all  ordinary  accidents,  morQ 
fecure  in  the  integrity  and  kindnefs  of  their  neigh- 
hours,  than  they  could  be  in  the  fidelity  of  fervants.  . 
Whatever  was  in  fuch  houfes  was  endrcly  coijt 
./iuned,  or  loft  to  the  owners.     Of  this  clafs  of  ab-. 

*  The  Rsva^  jof  this  fire  are  thus  defcribed  in  one  of  tbt 
infcriptions  on  the  Monument.  ^  It  confumed  eighty-nine 
churches,  die  city  gsdes,  GuiMhail,  many  public  ftruAures)  hof- 
pitads,  fchooh,  libraries,  a  vaft  number  of  ifaitety  edifices,  thir« 
^een  thouiand  two  hundred  ^weliin^  houfes,  four  hundred 
ftrects.  Of  the  fix  and  twenty  wards  it  utterly  deiboyed  fifteen, 
and  left  eight  others  ihattered  and  half  burnt.  The  ruins  of  the 
city  were  four  hundred  thirty-fix  acres,  frost  the  Tower  by  the 
Thames  fide  to  the  Temple  church,  and  from  the  north-eaft 
&^i  /^^9S  ^  ^^ff  ^^y  ^  Holborn  Bridge.'' 

1^}  fenj 
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CHAP-  fent  men  the  kwyers  in  particular  fuft^ned  a  con- 
^  /  ^  fidetable  lofs,  which  affefted  others  ftill  more  than 
x6d6.  the;nfelvcs.  When  the  fire  reached  their  ^ces  of 
refidencpf  efppcially  Seijeant*s-Inn,  and  the  part 
that  was  confumcd  of  the  Inner  Temple,  there  w^ 
fcarce  a  man,  to  whom  chambers  appertained^  in 
town ;  fo  that  whatfoever  was  there,  money,  books, 
and  papers,  with  the  evidences  of  eftates  depofitcd 
in  their  haixds,  were  all  burnt  or  loft. 

The  damage  fuftained  by  the  company  of  fta- 
tioners  was  eftimatcd  at  no  lefs  than  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  in  which  great  lofs  there  was 
one  drcumftance  very  lamentable.  All  thofe,  who 
dwelt  near  St.  Paulas,  carried  their  goods,  books, 
and  the  like,  as  others  of  greater  trades  did  their 
commodities,  into  the  large  vaults  under  St.  PauPs 
church,  before  the  fire  came  thi^er.  Thofe  vaults, 
though  all  die  church  above  ground  was  afterwards 
burnt,  ftill  ftood  firm,  and  preferved  all  that  was 
widiin  them,  till  the  impatience  of  diofe,  who  had 
dcpofited  property  there,  and  who  had  loft  their 
houfes  and  every  thing  elfe  in  the  fire,  prompted 
them  to  open  the  g^eateft  and  moft  fpacious  vault. 
It  was  the  fourth  day  after  the  fire  ceafed  to  flame, 
though  it  ftill  burned  in  the  ruins,  and  caft  an 
intolerable  heat.  The  doors  of  the  vault  were  nq 
fooner  opened,  ^an,  the  air  from  without  fisinning 
ib%  ftrong  heat  within,  the  drieft  and  moft  com- 
^uftible  matters  broke  into  ft  fiamey  which  con*- 

fumed 
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fumed  «U,  of  what  kind  foever,  diat  till  Aen  had      CHAP. 

in 

been  unhurt  there.  Thofe,  who  had  committed  ^'  '  ^ 
their  goods  to  fome  (mailer  vaults  at  a  difiance  t66(. 
from  the  greater,  had  better  fortune ;  and  ha^mig 
learned  from  the  ruin  of  their  friend;}  to  have  morp 
patience,  they  wieiited  till  the  rain  fell,  and  exdn- 
guiihed  the  fire  in  ail  places,  and  cooled  the  air: 
then  they  fecurcly  opened  the  doors,  and  got  whaf 
they  had  depofited  thire. 

If  fo  vafl;  a  dam^e  as  two  hundrj^d  thouland 
pounds  befel  that  little  company  of  flationers  in 
books,  paper,  and  the  like,  what  (hall  we  conceive 
the  lofs  to  have  been  in  other  companies,  zx^d  ]^ 
articles  of  the  greateft  value  ?  Blackwell-hall,  whi* 
ther  the  country  clothiers  had  fent  their  large  an- 
nual iupplies  ag^nfl  Michaelmas,  was  coniumed 
widi  all  this  valuable  property.  Then  the  \ok  iiji 
linen,  fiUc,  and  thofe  ridier  manufaftures,  &r  ex- 
ceeded all  poffible  calcxilatioo,  not  (o  fpeak  of 
money,  plate  tod  jewels,  fome  of  which  were  reco- 
ver^ out  of  the  ruii^s  of  thofe  houfes,  which  the 
owners  took  care  to  watch,  as  containing  fomeni^t 
worth  lodeing  for;  and  in  diis  deluge  th^re  were 
many  ready  to  fxlh. 

The  !or4  mayor,  though  a  very  honeft  m*n,  was 

much  blamed  for  wsmt  of  fagacity,  in  the  f^ft  nighj: 

of  die  fire,  before  the  wind  gave  it  m\)ch  advance- 

tnent.    He  ptmp>  indeed»  with  great  diligence,  as 

R  4  foon 
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CHAP.      foon  as  he  had  notice  of  it,  and  was  prefent  widi 
t       '    i^    the  firft,  yet  having  never  been  ufed  to  fuck  fpcc- 
1^66.        ucles,  his  conflernation  was  equal  to  that  d  any 
body  elfe,  nor  did  he  know  how  to  apply  his  au- 
thority to  the  remedying  of  the-  prefent  diftrefs. 
When  men,  lefs  terrified  with  the  objeA,  p.reiled 
him  very  earneftly  to  give  orders  for  the  immediate 
pulling  down  of  fuch  houfes  as  were  neareft  to  the 
fire,  the  doing  whereof  at  that  time  might  have 
checked  its  progrefs,  and  prevented  much  of  the 
inifchief  that  followed,  he  thought  it  not  fafe  coun- 
fel;  and  made  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  he  durft 
not  do  it  without  die  confent  of  the  owner.     His 
want  of  ikill  was  the  lefs  wondered  at,  when  it  was 
known  afterwards,  that  fome  gendemen  of  the  In- 
ner Temple  would  not  endeavour  to  prefcrvc  the 
goods,  which  were  in  the  lodgings  of  abfent  per- 
fons,  nor  fuffer  others  to  do  it,  becaufe^  they  (aid, 
it  was  againft  the  law  to  break  open  any  man'^ 
chamber. 

The  fudden  repair  of  fuch  wide-fpread  ruins  was 
almoft  as  wonderful  as  the  extent  and  rapidity  of 
the  devaftatjon.  To  fay  that  London  rofe,  like  a 
phcenix,  from  its  afties,  with  renovated  beauty, 
would,  indeed,  fall  (hort  of  the  truths  for  all  the 
.  new  ilreets  and  public  edifices,  difplayed  a  beauty 
and  luftre,  with  which  the  city  had  never  before 
been  acquainted.  Many  improvements  were  fug- 
gefled  by  the  calamity  itfe^f.    In  the  wide  ftjrects 

and 
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and  brick  buildings  it  was  obferved,  that  though      CHAP, 
the  fire  in  the  height  x)f  its  rage  was  not  completely   i         '    « 
repuUed)  it  made  a  much  Hower  progrefsf  but  in        iC^ 
narrow  lanes,  and  where  the  houfes  were  made  of 
woody  it  fpread  with  irrefiftible  fury.     The  ftrcets 
were  therefore  .widened,  and  the  houfes  re-erefted 
with  brick;  by  both  which  alterations  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fecurity,  ftability,  and 
etegsuice  of  their  dwellings  were  evidently  pro* 
moted*, 

It  was  hoped  that  this  tremendous  and  univerlal  Tranficnt 
calamity,  the  effects  of  which  covered  the  whole  fona^coint. 
kingdom,  would  have  made  impreffion,  and  pro- 
duced fome  reform  in  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
court.  This  was  the  more  expe&ed,  as  during  the 
fire  the  king  had  been  heard  to  fpeak  with  great 
piety  of  the  difpl^fure  God  was  provoked  to;  and 


♦  The  ftrcets  were  certainly  rendered  more  open,  and  the 
buildings  more  fecure  and  convenient  than  before;  but  the  full 
autiiartty  of  the  legiilature  ought  to  have  been  immediatelj 
called  in  and  exerted,  to  prevent  numberleis  defeats  and  irregu- 
larities which  arofe  from  the  ignorance,  the  caprice,. and  the  par- 
fimony  of  individuals.  It  was  owing  to  thb  negle6l,  and  to  the 
narrow  views  of  private  intei-eft  that  fir  Chriftopher  Wren's 
admirable  plan  was  negle^le^  which,  if  it  had  been  carried  into 
ex€C»tioD^  y^pM  have  rendered  London  the  moft  commodious, 
elegantf  and  ntagnifioent  city  in  the  univerfe* 

I>r.  Barbon,  one  of  the  moil  confiderabk  rebuilders  of  the 
eity,  tnftituted  at  this  time  an  office  for  infurhig  houfes  from 
lire,  which  afterwards  received  the  fimftion  of  government. 

no 


jtjO  tSCRSt   HtSTOlT   or 

CHAP*      no  doubt  the  deep  ienie  of  it  niied  maof  good 
^     /  1     purpofes  in  his  rofal  breaft.    But  he  was 


1666^  lowly  watched  that  fuch' melancholy  mig^  not 
long  poflefs  him,  the  e£k£t:s  whereof  would  have 
been  much  more  grievous  to  his  corrupt  Btvountes 
than  all  the  ravages  of  the  fiit.  That  kx^  com- 
pany often  made  it  a  fubjeft  of  wit  and  mirth  to 
defcribe  the  wiidnefs  of  the  confiifion  all  people 
were  in ;  and  in  fudi  difcourie  the  firripture  icfelf 
was  ufed  with  equal  liberty,  when  they  couki  ap- 
ply it  to  their  pro£uie  purpofes.  Mr.  Nfay  prp- 
fumed  to  aflure  the  king,  <<  that  the  fire  was  die 
greateft  bleffing  that  God  had  ever  conferred  upon 
his  ms^efty,  his  reftoration  only  excepted  9  for  the 
walls  and  gates  being  now  burnt  down  of  that  re- 
bellious city,  which  was  always  an  enemy  to  die 
cmwn,  his  majefty  Would  never  faffer  them  to  be 
built  up  again,  to  be  a  bit  in  his  mouthy  and  a 
bridle  upon  his  neck ;  but  would  keep  sdl  open» 
that  his  troops  might  enter^  whenever  he  thought 
it  neceflary  for  his  forvice,  diere  being  no  other 
way  to  govern  that  rude  muldtude  but  by  force/* 

Whatever  had  the  (hew  of  wit,  thpugh  very  im- 
proper in  odier  refpefts,  was  never  fufficiendy  dtf^ 
countenanced  by  the  king;  and  Mr.  May's  re- 
marks, which  excited  the  laughter  of  the  compai^ 
at  the  time,  were  afterwards  repeated  elfewhere 
very  much  to  the  king's  diflcrvice.  The  citizens 
finding  themfelves  fpoken  of  by  tKe  courders  with 

fo 
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fo  much  contempt,  took  the  fame  liberty  in  talking     CHAP, 
of  the  debauchery  and  profanenefs  of  the  court;    i  >     '     ^ 
and  as  nothing  was  done  here  in  private,  fo  it  was        2666. 
n:iade  more  public  by  pafquinades  and  libels,  which 
were  as  bold  widi  refleftions  of  the  broadefl:  nature 
upon  the  king  himfclf,  artd  upon  thofe  in  whofe 
company  he  moft  delighted,  as  upon  the  meaneft 
perfons.    All  reverence  for  the  king  and  for  go- 
vernment was  loft ;  and  there  was  no  man,  who 
had  the  welfare  of  his  country  at  heart,  that  did 
not  lament  tJie  fatal  confequences  which  muft  ulti-       > 
mately  attend  fuch  fcandalous  excefles. 

The  eafy  and  natural  method  of  iilencing  the  Dcfignto 
railings  of  the  people  is  to  furnifti  no  juft  occafion  fo^^^" 
for  them;  and  then  they  muft  die  away  of  them- 
felves.     Other  reftraints  impofed  on  the  liberty  of 
men*s  tongues  betray  the  weaknefs,  or  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  government,  and  often  ferve  to  kindle  the 
very  flame,  which  they  are  meant  to  extinguifli. 
But  maxims  of  this  kind  would  have  conveyed  fo 
fevere  a  cenfure  on  the  manners  of  the  court,  that 
none  of  the  king's  fincereft  well-wifliers  could  ven- 
ture tonirge  them  with  fufficient  force  of  reafon-' 
ing ;  for  though  |iis  majefty  himfelf  received  fuch 
hints  without  any  ftiew  of  difpleafure,  yet  he  was 
too  eafily  perfuaded  by  others  to  regard  thebi  as 
the  didates  of  ill-nature  and  arrogance.    The  plan 
therefore,  which  was  thought  of  at  this  time  to  check 
the  Hcetxde  of  %^ch,  was  to  fupptefs  coftee-houfes, 

where 
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CHAP,      where  the  boldeft  fcandals  were  raifed^  aad  thence 

III. 
■^      '    i     propagated  all  over  the  kingdom.     The  chancellor 

x66&  was  commanded  by  the  king  to  propofe  this  matter 
at  the  council-board  ^  which  he  did  with  fomt  ob- 
fcrvations  on  the  mifchief  that  muft  attend  the  im- 
punity of  fuch  piaces,  where  the  fouleft  imputa- 
tions were  laid  upon  government,  without  the  leafl 
fear,  ^s  people  genenUly  believed  that  thofe  houfcb 
had  a  charter  of  privilege  for  every  body  there  (o 
fpeak  what  he  liked.  He  diereforc  moved,  thac 
the  attorney-general  might  be  dirededto  prepare  a 
proclamation  for  the  fuppreffion  of  cofl^-houies  i 
to  which  the  board  feemed  inclined  to  afient,  when 
Mr.  Coventry,  who  had  been  heard  a  few  days  be- 
ibre  to  inveigh  with  great  fiercenefs  againft  die 
permiflion  of  fo  much  feditiqus  pratde  in  thofe 
'  houfes,  flood  up  and  faid,  **  that  coffin  was  a  com* 
modity  which  yielded  the  king  a  good  revenue, 
and  therefore  it  would  not  be  juft  to  receive  the 
duties,  and  inhibit  the  fale  of  it."  He  sdded, 
*'  that  cofiee-houfes  had  been  permitted  even  in 
Cromwell's  time  -,  and  that  the  king's  friends  had 
ufed  more  liberty  of  fpeech  in  thofe  places  than 
they  durft  do  in  any  other/*  He.  concluded, 
**  that  he  thought  it  better  to  leave  fuch  houfes  as 
they  were>  without  running  the  hazard  of  their 
being  more  reforted  to  than  b^fore^  notwithftanding 
his  majefty's  command  to  the  contrary/*  Upon 
thefe  reafons  the  king  chai^d  his  mind,  and  de- 
clined any  farther  debate,  which  put  the  chancellor 

very 
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yftry  much  out  of  countensuicc,  and  gave  Mr.  Cd-  CHAP, 

ventry  great  matter  of  triumph  in  having  by  his  ^     ,     ■ 

fole  arguments  defeated  the  propofal  of  fo  unpo*  1666. 
pular  a  meafure  ^. 

According  to  the  laft  prorogation,  the  parlia-  State  of  die 
ment  re-aflembled  on  the  twcnty.firft  of  September,  S^i^*!^t  "^ 
when  the  king  exprefled  his  joy  at  meeting  fo  many  rc-mecting  of 
of  them  together  again,  and  in  that  place,  which  ^ 
was  fo  likely  co  be  involved  in  the  late  difmal  ruin&. 
He  told  them,  he  was  confident,  they  thanked  him 
for  having  difpenfed  with  their  attendance  in  April : 
he  defired  to  put  them  to  as  little  trouble  as  he 
could,  and  co  as  little  colt  as  he  could :  he  wiflied 
with  all  his  heart,  that  he  could  bear  the  whole 
charge  of  the  waur  himfelf,  and  that  his  fubjefts 
fliould  reap  the  whole  benefit  of  it.     His  qiajefty 
confeiied  that  they  had  given  him  large  fupplies; 
yet  he  had  been  obliged  to  anticipate  his  revenue 
in  order  to  fct  out  the  fleet  laft  fpring  :  they  would 
confider  what  was  to  be  done  next ;  and  he  would 
leave  it  to  their  wifdom  to  find  out  the  beft  expp-    ' 
dients  for  carrying  on  the  war,  -with  as  little,  bur- 
then to  the  people  as  poffible.  Hefaid,  "  he  would 
add  no  more  than  to  put  them  in  mind  that  their 
enemies  were  very  infolent ;  and  if  they  were  able 
to  perfuade  their   miferable  people,  whom  they 


*  Yet  we  ihall  find  that,  in  a  few  yeai-s  after,  this  very  plan. 

made  to 

miiled 


was  adopted;  and  that  the  moll  violent  attempts  were  made  to 
caiTy  it  into  execution. 
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(^AP)  miilcdi  th^t  the  contagion  had  fo  wafted  the  na^ 
>  ^'  i  tidri,  and  impoveriflied  the  king,  that  he  would  not 
t66&  be  able  to  fet  out  any  fleet  i  how  wotild  they  be 
exalted  with  this  late  impoveriflunent  of  the  city< 
and  contemn  all  reafonable  conditions  of  peace  ?** 
His  majefty  therefore  could  not  doubt  but  that  his 
parliament  would  provide  a^cordii^ly* 

The  king  had  reafon  to  (peak  of  his  anticipa* 
tions,  and  of  his  wants,  which  were  at  thi^  time 
very  preffing.  There  had  been  no  fort  of  good 
management  iii  any  of  the  formed  fupplies :  die 
immenfe  fums  arifing  from  the  capture  of  prizes, 
being  diverted  into  a  private  channel,  were  all 
wafted  in  thoughtlefs  extravagance,  without  the 
filiallefl:  benefit  to  the  put^lic  fervice ;  and  in  addi- 
tion to  thele  fatal  efiedts  of  unthrtftinefs  and  pTodi-^ 
gality,  the  plague  add  the  fire  had^  as  it  wefe,  dried 
up  the  priAcipai  fountabs,  from  which  money  and 
credit  were  accuftomed  to  flow :  the  cuftoms  and 
the  excife  were  bankrupt,  not  affording  even 
enough  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  money  borrowed 
upon  them ;  and  as  to  chimney-money,  the  third 
next  confiderable  l)ranch  of  the  revenue^  it  muft 
fuffer  a  confiderable  diminution,  till  the  city  could 
be  rebuilt* 

This  woeful  profpcft  was  in  view  at  themeediig 
of  parliament,  who  came  not  together  with  the  bet- 
countenance,  by  feeing  all  hopes  abroad  with 

fo 
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(6  fad  an  afpcA^  and  all  things  at  home  appear  fo      CHAP. 
dclpcratc  in  many  refpcfts.   Yet  within  a  few  days    «^     ^    y 
sifter  the  king  had  fpoken  to  them^  the  houfe  of       16664 
commons  being  moftly  filled  with  his  niajefty's 
fervants,  and  the  country  gentlemen  not  being  yet 
come,  there  was  a  faint  vote  procured,  that  they 
would  give  a  fupply  to  the  king,  proportionable  to 
his  wants ;  but  without  mentioning  any  fum,  or 
what  way  it  was  to  be  raiied. 

When  the  number  of  the  members  increa&d,  ReTolutMm 
the  parliament  appeared  more  chagrined  than  it  had  ^^^ 
hitherto  done ;  and  though  they  made  the  fame 
profefiions  of  duty  and  affeftion  to  the  king  as  be- 
fore, they  did  not  conceal  the  very  bad  opinion 
they  had  of  the  court,  and  of  the  continual  riot^ngs 
there.  The  truth  was,  that  befides  thofe  juft 
grounds  of  complaints,  the  court  party  themfelve& 
were  fplit  into  factions,  and  fuch  of  them  as-wcre 
jealous  of  the  fuperior  intereft  and  emoluments  of 
the  others,  fecretly  inflamed  the  difcontents  of  the 
independent  members,  in  hopes  thereby  of  en- 
hancing their  own  fervices,  or  bringing  about  fome 
revolution  more  favourable  to  their  private  Views. 
The  firft  bufinefs  of  the  commons  was  to  appoint  a 
committee  with  large  powers  to  fend  for  and  exa- 
mine all  perfons,  who  could  give  any  information 
concerning  the  caufes  of  the  late  fire ;  and  to  Ihew 
their  increafed  jealoufy  of  the  papifls,  they  ap- 
pointed  another  committee  to  receive  and  certify 

information 
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CHAP*      Information  of  the  growth  of  popery,  and  the 
■.       '  *     infolencc  of  Roman  catholic  prieib  and  jefuits. 
1666.        They  alfo  pafled    fome  feverc   refoiutions    dic- 
tated by  the  fame  jcaloufy,  in  one  of  which  only 
the    lords   concurred;    and  that  was  to  requeil 
his  majefly  to  conunand  all  priefts  and  jefuits, 
except  fuch  of  them  as  not  being  his   natural 
born  fubjedts  were  engaged  to  attend  the  queen 
confort,  or  queen  mother,  to  quit  the  kingdom  in 
thirty  days,  or  to  have  the  laws  enforced  a^inft 
them^.     His  majefly  iiTued  a  proclamation  ac- 
cordingly; 

*  The  following  arc  the  five  refoiutions  then  pailed  by  the 
commons,  to  tlie  fit  ft  of  which  only,  as  above  obferved,  they  ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  the  lords : 

**  Refolved,  L  That  in  order  to  the  /upprefling  the  info- 
lency  of  the  papifts,  liis  majefty  be  humbly  defired  forthwith  to 
•iflue  out  his  royal  proclamation  for  the  baniflunent  of  all  prieib 
and  jefuita  out  of  this  kingdom,  within  thirty  days  to  be  therein 
limited,  other  than  fuch,  not  being  his  natural-bom  fiibjech, 
who  ai*e  obliged  to  attend  on  the  queen  confbrt,  or  the  queen 
mother;  and  that  if  any  prieft  or  jefuit  ihall  happen  to  be  taken 
in  England  after  the  iaid  days,  that  the  laws  ihall  be  put  in  due 
execution  againft  him : 

*'  II.  That  in  the  fame  proclamation  proper  orders  fludl  be 
given  for  putting  the  laws  in  execution  againft  popiih  recu£uits, 
and  fuch  as  are  fufpe^ed  of  being  fo  : 

"  III.  That  his  majefty  be  humbly  move^,  that  allpopiib  re- 
cuiants,  and  fuch  as  being  fufpedted  fo  to  be  ihall  refiile  to  take 
the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance,  being  tendered  to  them, 
may  be  forthwith  fo  difafmed,  as  to  remove  all  apprehenlions 
from  the  people  of  their  poifibilitie^  to  difturb  the  public  peace 
of  the  nation;  and  that  all  officers,  military  and  civil,  and 

ibldien*, 
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cbrdingly ;  but  that  did  not  filencc  other  ckmours,  CHAP, 
nor  did  it  induce  the  commons  to  ufe  any  difpatch  ^  '  ^ 
in  th^  bufinefs  of  a  fupply.  When  any  mention  -  x666. 
was  made  of  the  vote  at  firft  obtained,  and  that  it 
was  high  time  to  render  it  effedtual,  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  equipment  of  a  fleet  againft  the 
fpring ;  it  was  anfwered  with  pafCon,  "  that  the 
king's  wants  muft  be  made  firft,to  appear,  before 
any  fupply  could  be  difcourfed  of:  that  there  were 
already  fuch  vaft  fums  of  money  given  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  there  was  none  left  in  "the  country  to 
carry  on  trade ;  and  that  all  the  fpecie  having  been 
brought  to  London,  the  farmers  could  not  fell  their 
corn,  or  their  cattle,  or  their  wool  for  half  the  value, 
fb  that  they  were  deprived  of  the  only  advantageous 
means  of  raifing  wherewidi  to  pay  their  taxes." 

The  oppofition  upon  the  fubjeftof  a  fupply  was 
foon  carried  to  a  ftill  greater  length.    The  mem* 

foidiers,  as  (hall  not,  within  twenty  days,  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  fupremacy»  may  be  difbanded  and  displaced : 

**  IV.  That  the  commiflaries  of  the  mufters  be  commanded 
and  enjoined,  upon  penalty  of  lofing  their  places,  not  to  permit 
any  officer  or  foldier  to  be  muttered  in  the  {*ervice  and  pay  of 
his  majefty ,  till  he  or  they  (hall  have  taken  the  oaths  of  fupre- 
macy  and  allegiance,  and  received  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  ^cording  to  the  laws  and  ufage  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land: 

*'  V.  That  his  majefty  be  humbly  defined  to  iflue  out  a  new 
commiffion  for  tendering  and  adminiilering  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  fupremacy  to  the  membas  of  both  houfes." 

VOL.  II.  S  bcrs. 
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CHAP.  bers,  who  had  not  fat  in  the  pailiament  at  Oxford^ 
>  '  i  were  exceedingly  vexed  that  there  had  been  fo 
*  1666.  much  given  there,  fo  foon  after  the  two  millions 
and  a  half  &ad  been  granted.  They  faid,  ••  that, 
if  the  king  wanted  again  already,  he  mud  have 
l)een  abominably  cheated,  which  was  fit  to  be  exa- 
Alined :  that  the  number  of  the  (hips,  which  had 
been  fet  out  by  the  king  in  feveral  fleets,  fincc  the 
beginning  of  this  war,  was  no  fecrct ;  and  that 
there  were  men  enough  well  acquainted  with  the 
charge  of  fitting  out,  manning,  and  viAualling 
fliip^,  who  were  convinced,  after  the  fiilleft  efti- 
mate  of  all  poffible  expences,  that,  if  his  majeHy 
had  been  honeftly  dealt  with,  there  muft  ftiU  re- 
fnain  a  very  great  proportion  of  money  to  carry  on 
the  war,  without  heed  of  impofing  more  on  the 
people,  till  they  (hould  be  better  able  to  bear  it : 
fhat  It  was  therefore  abfolutely  neceflary  that  all 
thofe  through  whofe  hands  the  money  had  pafled^ 
fliould  firft  give  an  exad  account  of  what  they  had 
ifeccived,  and  what,  or  how  thej^  had  dilburfed  it ; 
and  when  that  Ihould  appear,  it  would  be  (eafbn- 
able  to  demand  an  addition  of  fupply,  whkrh  would 
be  chearfuUy  granted."  Having  flated  thofe  things 
with  unanfweFable  force,  the  fame  perfons  pro- 
Hofed,  thatyfor  the  better  expedition  of  foch  an 
inquiry,  a  bill  fliould  be  forthwith  prepared  to  be 
pafled  into  an  a6t,  for  appointing  fuchf  commif- 
fioners  as  the  houfes  fliould  think  fit,  to  examine 
^U  the  accounts  of  thofe  who  had  received,  or  it' 

filed 
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fued  out  aiiy  monies  for  this  war ;  and  where  any      CHAP, 
perfonj^  were  iFound  guilty  of  a  breach  of  tnift,  that     ».       '    * 
they  (hould  be  liable  to  fuch  punifhment  as  the        x666« 
parliament  fhould  think  proper.     This   propofal 
found  fuch  a  concurrence  in  the  houfe,  that  none ' 
even  of  thofe  who  were  moft  averfe  to  fuch  an  in- 
quiry, ventured  to  oppofe  it ;  and  it  is  alfo  certain, 
that  the  overture  itfelf  had  been  fecredy  contrived 
and  fet  on  by  fome  of  the  court-party,  who  feemed 
not  to  like  it,  but  acquiefced,  under  a  pretence^of 
their  thinking  it  to  little  purpofe  to  endeavour  to 
divert  it ;  which  is  an  artifice  not  unufual  in  court* 
or  parliament.     The  motion  was  therefore  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  named  to  prepare  fuch  a  bill 
accordingly. 

The  perfons,  who  were  principally  aimed  at  in  Alarm  cxcit* 
the  propofed  inquiry,  were  fir  George  Carteret,  the  ^ a^byifor 

treafurer  of  the  na\7,  who  had  many  enemies,  not  the  appoint- 
,     ^  ,  >    •        'i       t  •       1  1  mentof  com- 

only  from  the  opinion  that  his  place  was  too  lucra-  miffioners  of 
tive,  but  ftill  more  from  the  ill  offices  fir  William  accounts. 
Coventry  was  always  ready  to  do  him ;  and  the. 
lord  Aftiley,  who  was  treafurer  of  all  the  money 
raifed  upon  prizes,  which  could  not  but  be  very 
confiderable.  The  former  had  already  paft  his  ac- 
count in  the  exchequer  for  two  years,  and  was  pre* 
pared  to  make  up  another  year's  account;,  but  what 
method  commiffioners  by  adt  of  parliament  woiilc^ 
put  it  into,  he  could  neither  imagine,  nor  be  well 
(atisfied  with.     The  other,  lord  Alhley,  had  yet 

S  2  more 
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CHAP.      more  reafon  to  be  troubled,  for  he  was  by  Ids  conr- 
III.  .  .  . 

>.  ,      '     1  miflion  exempted  from  giving  any  account  but  to 

i666.  the  king  himfelf,  which  exemption  was  die  only 
reafon  that  made  him  felicitous  for  the  ofiice  ;  and 
he  well  knew  that  there  were  great  fums  iflued, 
which  could  not  be  put  into  any  public  account, 
fo  that  his  perplexity  wasvery  great  in  fcveral  rc- 
fpefts.  .  Both  of  them,  therefore,  applied  to  the 
king  for  his  protection  in  this  matter. 

His  majefty  was  not  Icfs  troubled  thaft  either  rf 
the  treafurers :  he  knew  they  had  both  iflued  out 
many  fums  upon  his  warrants,  which,  he  would  no: 
fuffer  to  be. produced.  Hereupon  he  called  the 
feledt  committee  of  his  privy  council,  and  com- 
plained of  this  unufal  way  of  proceeding  in  the 
houfe  of  Commons,  which,  he  faid,  would  terrify 
all  men  from  (erving  him  in  any  receipts^  as  they 
would  no  longer  know,  either  what  method  to  pur- 
fue  for  the  paffing  of  their  accounts^  or^what  pu- 
niftiment  they  might  be  liable  to  incur :  he  hoped 
fuch  a  bill  would  never  find  a  confent  in  the  houfe 
of  commons;  or  if  it  did,  that  the  lords  would  rc- 
jeft  it ;  but  declared,  that  in  cafe  it  ibould  pais 
both,  and  be  brought  to  him,  he  was  rcfolved 
never  to  give  it  his  royal  aflent  *.     The  committee 

*  Thus,  in'order  to  prevent  any  difcovcry  of  the  inunentc 
fums,  which  Charles  had  fquandcred  away  in  the  moft  difgraceful 
Extravagance,  the  plunderers  of  the  nation  were  to  be  iheltered 
by  the  throne  itfelf  from  public  juftice. 

iecmed 
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fecmed  to  concur  with  his  majefty,  that  he  ought      CHAP. 
not  to  confent  to  the  propofed  bill  ^  however,  that     ^        '  ^  • 
the  beft  care  fhould  be  ufed  to  flop  it  in  its  pro-        x666. 
grcfs  through  the  houfes,  and  for  that  purpofe,  to 
prepare  the  fliembcre  by  givii^  them  notice  of  his 
pleafiire. 

In  this  conference  the  ^chancellor  was  guiky  of  Chancellor's 
the  greaiteft  and  moft  fatal  indifcrction,  though  Jf^f/"^'^^'^^" 
from  very  difinterefted  motives.  He  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  an  examination  of  the  public  accounts* 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  likely  to  involve  his  worft 
enemies  in  difgrace.  But  from  a  recolledion  of 
the  fteps,  by  which  former  parliaments  had  pro- 
ceeded to  an  open  rupture  with  the  crown,  he  was 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  any  new  powers  af- 
fumed  by  the  commons ;  and  dreading  the  return 
of  the  old  troubles,  he  did  not  fufficiently  confider, 
that  eictraordinary  evils  not  only  admitted  of,  but  -  - 
required  extraordinary  remedies,  a6  in  the  pro- 
pofed inftance  was  undoubtedly  the  cafe.  Through 
Aich  an  unfortunate  miflake,  he  was  prompted  to 
exprefs  himfelf  in  the  committee  with  unguarded 
warmth.  He  owned,  *^  that  the  king  could  not 
be  too  indulgent  in  the  defence  of  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  which  he  hoped  his  majefty  would  ne- 
ver violate ;  but  he  defired  hitt\  to  be  equally  foli- 
citous  to  prevent  the  exceffcs  in  parliament,  and  not 
to  fuffer  them  to  extend  thcit  jurifdidion  to  cafes 
Acy  had  nothing  to  do  with.**  He  faid,  "  that 
S3  to 
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CHAP.  to  reftrain  them  within  thfir  proper  bounds  and 
i  '  J  limits  was  as  neceflary  as  to  preferve  them  from 
j66d  being  invaded  :  that  the  bill  for  a  commiilion  of 
inquiry  into  the  public  cxpenditiH"e  was  fuch  a 
new  encroachment  as  had  no  bottom  j  and  that 
the  fears  were  yet  too  frcfh  and  green  of  thole 
wounds,  which  had  been  inflifted  upon  the  king- 
dom, from  fuch  ufurpation."  He  thercfote  con- 
jured the  king  not  to  depart  from  the  refoiucion  he 
had  taken;  and  promifed  that  if  the  bill  fliouM 
be  brought  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  he  would  not 
fail  in  doing  his  duty,  and  fpeaking  freely  his 
opinion  againft  fuch  innoyations,  how  many  foevec 
it  might  offend,  Thefe  remarks,  whidi  the  chan- 
cellor made  with  fq  little  referve,  were  ibon.after 
communicated  to  thofe,  who  did  not  fail  to  turn 
them  to  his  difadvantage. 

Difputcocca-  In  the  mean  time  the  utmoft  efibits  were  iifed  tq 
daufemthc  F^^^taiiy  farther  notice  of  the  bill  in  either 
PoU-biH.  houfe.  A  fufficient  majority  waa  fecured  in  the 
fcrds  for  rejefting  it ;  but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  per- 
fuade  the  commons  to  drop  it.  Accounts  of  the 
money  expended  in  the  fervice  of  the  war  were  laid 
before  them,  but  did  not  prove  fatisfadory.  Va- 
rious other  contrivances  were  ufed  to  divert  them 
from  their  purpofe  ;  and  when  at  length,  vrith  un- 
conquerable obftinacy,  th?y  added  to  the  Poll- bill, 
by  which  a  part  of  the  fupplies  was  to  be  provided 
i^,  a  claufe  authori^ng  themfelves  to  appoint  four 

,  commiflioncrs 
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c6mniiffioners  to  audit  the  accounts  of  all  monies      ^^^^' 
received  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  including     \. 


J 


what  arofe  from  prizes,  the  only  expedient  for  ^667. 
evading  it  in  the  leaft  offenfive  manner  was  to  en- 
gage the  lords  to  addrtfs  his  majefty  to  iflue  out  a 
commiffion,  appointing  twelve  commoners  and  fij^ 
lords*  to  examine  the  public  accounts.  The  com- 
mons, however,  refented  this  very  warmly :  they 
were  not  amufed  with  the  idea,  that  twelve  of  their 
own  body  would  be  of  the  commiflion,  as  they 
well  knew  what  was  to  be  expefted  from  any  per? 
fons  of  the  king's  appointment :  they  threatened 
the  chancellor  with  an  impeachment  for  advifing 
fuch  a  meaiure,  and  putting  the  great  feal  to  it ; 
and  they  refolved.  That  the  lords  going  in  petitioa 
CO  the  king  for  a  commiffion  for  taking  the  public 
accounts,  whilf):  there  was  a  bill  fent  up  from  their 
faoule  for  taking  them  another  way,  was  unparlia- 
mentary, and  of  dangerous  confequence ;  and  that^  . 
according  to  the  right  and  fettled  courfe  of  parlia« 
ments  upon  bills,  neither  one  bill,  nor  any  part 
thereof  is  to  be  communicated  to  his  majefty  by 
either  houfe,  until  the  whole  be  agreed  unto  by 
both.  But  this  was  not  the  only  mifunderftanding 
and  difference  ^iiich  difbafted  the  proceedings  of 
the  two  houfes  during  the  prefent  feffion,  an4 
proved  very  injurious  to  the  public  fervice, 

There  was  a  private  correfpondence  by  this  time  Duke  of 
begun  between  fome  difconieqted  niembers  of  the  ham^  «bal. 
S  4  boufe 
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CHAP.  houfe  of  peers,  with  the  duke  of  Buckingham  at 
t:  *  M  their  head ;  and  fome  members  of  the  hoafe  of 
1667.  commons,  who  had  diilinguifhed  themfelvcs  by 
their  oppofition  to  the  court  intercft,  and  among 
whom  Mr.  Se}'mour,  fir  Richard  Temple,  Mr.  Ga- 
noway,  and  fir  Robert  Howard  took  the  load. 
The  duke  was  uncommonly  afliduous  in  cultivat- 
ing the  friendrtiip  of  thefe  bold  fpeakers :  he  in- 
vited them  to  his  table  5  pretended  to  have  a  great 
efteem  of  their  parts  ;  afleed  counfel  of  them  ;  la- 
mented the  king's  neglefting  his  bufinels,  and 
committing  it  to  other  people,  who  were  not  fit 
for  it }  and  then  gave  them  a  lively  defcnption  ot 
all  the  licentioufnefs  ?^nd  debauchery  of  the  coun, 
'  which  he  was  the  better  able  to  do,  having  been 
himfelf  a  frequent  eye  and  ear-wimefs  of  it.  He 
had  lately  a  violent  quarrel  with  lady  Caftiemaine, 
and  was  fo  much  in  the  king's  difpleafure,  that  he 
forbore  going  to  the  court,  and  revenged  himfcl/ 
upon  it  by  all  the  merry  tales  be  could  tell  of  what 
was  done  there.  It  cannot  be  imagined,  coniidering 
his  loofe  and  diffipated  life,  what  influence  he  had 
•  in  both  houfes,  that  is,  how  many  in  both  would 
follow  his  advice,  and  concur  in  what  ht  propofed. 
His  quality  and  condefcenfion,  the  pleafantuefs  of 
his  humour  and  converfation,  the  extravagance 
and  (harpnefs  of  his  wit  unreftrained  by  any  reli- 
gion or  modefly,  drew  perfons  of  all  tempers  and  I 
talents  to  like  his  company.  Men  of  fbbricty  and 
virtue  were  led  to  believe  that  liis  levities  would 

be 
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be  wrought  off  by  age,  and  that  there  would  be  CHAP, 
enough  of  good  left  to  become  a  great  man,  and  to  i  '  ^ 
make  him  ufeful  to  his  country,  for  which  he  pre-  1667. 
tended  to  have  a  wonderful  afFeftion,  protefting 
that  all  his  quarrel  with  the  court  proceeded  from 
their  declared  malignity  againft  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjecb,  and  their  deiire  that  the  king  (hould  go- 
vern by  the  example  of  France.  He  even  kept  a 
good  corrcfpondence  with  the  principal  perfons 
among  the  diffenters,  and  profefled  a  defire  that 
liberty  of  confcience  might  be  granted  to  all.  The 
king  had  often  heard  of  his  behaviour,. -and  of  the 
freedom  he  took  in  fpeaking  of  the  court,  at  which 
though  his  majefty  felt  much  indignation,  yet  he 
never  fuppofed  that  the  duke  could  long  retain 
either  the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  as  they  muft 
foon  difcover  his  want  of  principle;  or  the  friend- 
ship of  ferious  men,  whom  he  could  not  help 
abufing  and  making  ridiculous,  as  foon  as  he  was 
out  of  their  company ;  or  laftly,  an  intereft  in  par- 
liament, as  he  was  thought  incapable  of  that  clofe 
purfuit  of  any  defign,  which  bufinefs  and  political 
intrigue  required.  But  the  duke  had  foon  an  op- 
portunity of  Ihewing  the  unexpefted  ftrength  of 
his  faftion  in  both  houfes. 

The  place,  which  the  duke  of  Ormond  held  in  Violent  dc- 

the  king's  efteem,  had  long  been  an  objed  of  jea-  bflf  arabift^ 

ioufy  to  many  of  the  Englifti  nobility,  but  was  par-  the  imporu- 

ucularly  irritating  to  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  cattle. 

who 
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who  looked  upon  the  other  as  his  rival,  and  who 
was  very  willing  to  undertake  the  profecution  of 
any  complaint  againft  him.  The  disjointed  ftate 
of  Ireland,  where  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  lord 
'lieutenant,  furnifhed  Buckingham  with  many  op- 
portunities of  gratifying  his  perfonal  refentment ; 
but  he  found  in  the  prejudices  of  the  En^ilh  houfe 
of  commons  a  fuller  fcope  for  extending  his  revenge 
from  the  lord  lieutenant  to  the  whole  country,  over 
which  he  prefided- 

Therc  had  been  for  two  or  three  years  a  munnur, 
which  continually  increafedwith  other  juftcr  caufes 
of  complaint)  that,  in  confequence  of  die  great 
importations  of  Jrifli  cattle,  which  were  bred  there 
for  nothing,  and  conveyed  here  for  very  little,  the 
breeding  of  cattle  in  this  kipgdom  was  totally 
given  over,  whereby  the  lands  would  yield  no  rent 
proportionably  to  what  they  had  done,  which,  it 
was  pretended,  was  a  principal  caufe  of  the  want 
of  money  in  the  country.  Though  it  Was  wdl 
known  that  in  many  Englifli  counties  the  land 
was  too  good  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of 
breeding,  and  that  the  great  traffic  of  the  fiurmers 
and  graziers  in  thofe  counties,  and  the  chief  means 
by  which  they  were  enabled  to  pay  their  rent,  con- 
fided in  buying  lean  catde  and  making  them  fat, 
yet  a  claufe  againft  the  importing  of  fbi^ign  cattle 
was  infcrted  in  the  aft  for  the  encoun^ment  of 
trade.    But  the  enemies  of  the  duke  oi  Qrmond 

and 
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and  of  Ireland,  joined  widi  fomc  great  monopo-      CHAP. 
Hzing  projedtors  in  diis  country,   endeavoured,    ^     ^  '_   ^ 
(during  the  fhort  feffion  at  Oxford,  to  render  the        1667. 
prohibition  more  pointed  againft  the  lifter  king- 
dom, by  introducing  into  the  lower  houfe  a  bill 
againft  the  importing  of  beef,  pork,  and  bacoa 
from  Ireland,  with  a  provifo,  according  to  which 
no  reftraint  was  to  be  impofed  upon  bringing  either 
from  Scotland.     This  bill  was  carried  very  rapidly 
through  the  commons;  but  upon  an  intimation 
given  to  the  lords  of  its  being  difagreeabie  to  the 
king,  it  was  then  thrown  out,  almoft  without  any 
debate. 

The  failure  of  the  attempt  at  Oxford  did  not 
difcourage  the  duke  of  Buckingham's  cabal  from 
renewing  it  now  with  greater  confidence,  heat,  and 
obftinacy.  The  junfture  was  peculiarly  favourable 
to  their  wilhes.  Befides  the  prevalence  of  national 
prejudices  and  jealoufy,  and  the  increafed  ftrength 
of  the  faction,  there  was  at  this  time  fuch  an  alarm 
ejccited  by  the  prodigious  fall  of  rents,  that  many 
well-meaning  members  of  both  houfes  were  too 
eafily  impofed  upon  by  a  bold  aiTertion,  that  this 
grievance  arofe  wholly  from  fuffering  the  produce 
of  our  own  land  to  be  underfold  at  our  own  riiar- 
ketB  by  Irifti  importations.  The  bill  was  therefore 
brought  forward  in  the  commons,  with  a  new  claufc 
extending  the  prohibition  to  fifti  taken  by  fo- 
reigners i  arid  was  infifted  on  as  a  matter  of  fuch 

importance 
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^^/t^'      importance   and   immediate   neceffity,  that  there 
^  could  be  no  debate  begun  with  reference  to  the  giv- 
1667.        ing  money  to  the  king,  till  this  bill  were  firft  paft. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  council  of  Ireland,  who 
had  previous  intimation  of  what  was  intended  here, 
not  only  wrote  to  the  king  himfelf,  but  fent  alfo  a 
long  letter  to  the  privy-council,  in  which  they  gave 
a  ftrong  pidure  of  the  diftreffed  and  diftradcd  ftatc 
of  that  kingdom.  They  faid,  "  that  there  were 
more  than  one  hundred  thoufand  pcrfons,  who  had 
nothing  elfe  to  live  upon  but  their  droves  of  cattle, 
out  of  which  they  fent  twice  a  year  as  many  as  they 
could  fpare  into  England,  and  had  returns  in 
fuch  goods  and  merchandize  as  they  wanted,  for 
they  received  no  fpecie  in  that  traffic:  that  if 
this  liberty  of  trade,  which  they  had  enjoyed  in 
all  ages,  (hould  be  taken  from  them,  the  king's 
army  could  not  be  fuppdrted,  nor  the  government 
maintained,  but  the  kingdom  muft  be  unavoidably 
ruined ;  and  that  probably  a  new  rebellion,  in  fo 
general  a  difcontent  as  this  reflraiat  wouki  admini- 
fter,  might  be  again  entered  into."  They  con-r 
eluded  their  farther  reprcfentations  on  this  head 
with  defiring,  "  that  a  few  years  longer  might  at 
leaft  be  allowed  to  that  traffic,  to  the  eiid  that  fome 
other  hulbandry  might  be  introduced  into  the  king- 
dom, by  which  the  people  might  live,  and  which 
government  would  endeavour  to  plant  with  all  pof- 
iible  diligence  and  encouragement/* 

The 
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The  king  himfelf  was  fo  much  moved  with  thefe      CHAP. 

•    .         .     .      .  IIL 

letters,  that  he  declared  he  could  neither  in  juftice  l       ^      m 

nor  in  confciencc  confent  to  fuch  a  bill,  which  he  1667, 
therefore  defired  might  be  put  a  ftop  to,  fo  as  not 
to  be  prefented  to  him,  for  if  it  were,  he  muft  pofi* 
tively  rejedt  it.  The  letters  did  not  make  the  fame 
impreffion  on  all  the  lords  of  the  council :  a  few 
were  convinced  of  the  injuftice  and  partiality  of  die 
bill,  and  moft  heartily  concurred  with  the  king  in 
opinion ;  but  much  the  greater  number  were  of 
different  fentiments.  Some  infilled  that  in  a  point 
fo  evidendy,  as  they  (aid,  for  the  advants^e  of 
England,  the  inconvenience  of  Ireland  ought  not 
to  be  put  into  the  fcale.  Others,  though  they  did 
not  fpeak  out,  thought  in  truth,  that  the  king  was 
too  much  inclined  to  favour  the  Irilh ;  and  in  that 
refped  were  well  content  that  this  bill  fliould  be  a 
mortification  to  them.  There  were  alfo  not  a  few, 
who  in  dark  expreffions  (which  grew  clearer,  when 
the  niatter  came  into  the  houfe  of  lords)  infinuated 
that  the  eftates  in  Ireland  were  more  valuable  than 
in  England ;  and  that  fome  noblemen  of  that  king- 
dom lived  in  a  higher  garb,  and  made  greater  ex- 
pcnces  than  the  noblemen  in  England  were  able  to 
do,  which  had  not  been  in  former  times. 

Although  his  majefly  had  exprefled  a  very  earneft 
defirc  that  all  the  intereft  of  the  court  might  be 
exerted  to  defeat  the  bill  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
yet  he  was  afterwards  perfuaded  by  iir  William  Co- 
ventry 


^7c 
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CHAf.      vciitry  to  let  even  his  own  (ervants  vote  as  tliejr 
«^         '     J    pleafed  on  that  queftion.     He  perfuaded  the  king 
1667.       that  the  commons  had  taken  the  Irilh  bill  fo  much 
to  heart,  that  they  would  never  enter  upon  the  de- 
bate of  money,  till  that  had  paiTed  the  houfe  and 
Was  fent  to  the  lords,  who^  no  doubt,  upon  the. 
knowledge  of*  his  majefty's  mind  and  refoltition 
would  eafily  throw  it  out.     He  alfo  pretended, 
that  if  his  majefty's  fervants  continued  obftinate  in 
oppoling  it  below,  they  would  but  provoke  and 
gnger  the  houfe,  and  render  themfelves  ufelefs  to 
other  parts  of  his  majefty's  more  important  bufi- 
nefs ;  whereas  if  they  did  now  gratify  the  houfe  by 
concurring  with  them  in  this  matter,  they  fhould 
make  themfelve$  acceptable,  haVe  credit  enough  to 
divert  the  bill  for  an  extraordinary  commifiion  to 
examine  the  public  accounts,  and  prelently  difpoie 
every  body  to  enter  upon  the  matter  of  fupply. 
Thefe  laft  confiderations,  urged  by  a  perfon,  in 
whofe  knowledge  of  the  temper  of  the  hoiife   the 
king  had  great  confidence,  made  his  majefty  tcQ 
fuch  members  as  came  to  receive  his  orders,  that 
they  might  follow  the  diftates  of  their  own  judg- 
ment.    Upon  this  the  bill  had  a  coiifiderable  ma- 
jority in  the  commons  *j  and  was  carried  up  to  the 
peers  by  all  thfe  members  in  great  triiimph,  and  as 
in  cafes  they  much  delight  in. 

*  When  the  houfe  divided  on  the  queftion,  tficHe  ^crc  one: 
hundred  and  fixty-five  for  the  bill,  and  one  hundred  and  four 

.  againft  it. 

The 
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The  houfe  of  peers  was  no  fooner  poflefled  of  the  CHAa 
bill,  than  it  was  read,  and  a  very  keen  reiblution  i  ^  m 
appeared  in  many  to  ufe  the  utmoft  difpatch  in  |^« 
pailing  it,  though,  befides  the  exceptions  juftly  en« 
tertained  againft  the  very  principle  oi  the  bill,  it 
contained  many  claufes,  which  fome  thought  highly 
derogatory  to  the  king's  honour  and  prerogative^ 
The  duke  of  Buckingham  and  lord  Alhley  were 
the  mod  violent  fupporters  of  it ;  and  the  latter, 
among  other  arguments,  {aid,  that  if  this  bill  did 
not  pafs,  all  the  rents  in  Ireland  would  riie  to  a 
vaft  proportion,  and  thofe  in  England  fall  as  much. 
To  that  in  a  year  or  two  the  duke  of  Ormond  would 
have  a  greater  revenue  than  the  earl  of  Northimi' 
berland.  It  can  hardly  be  imagined  what  impref- 
fion  this  made,  as  a,  thing  not  to  be  endured; 
whereas  the  duke's  hereditary  eflate  in  Ireland  was 
four  times  as  large  as  that  of  the  earl  in  this  coun* 
try,  and  the  revenue  of  it,  before  the  troubles,  was 
not  inferior  to  the  other.  But  nothing  was  more 
manifeft,  than  that  the  warmth,  with  which  it  was 
urged  by  many  lords,  proceeded  from  the  envy 
they  had  of  the  duke's  ftation  in  one  kingdom, 
and  of  his  fortune  in  the  other.  The  whole  debate 
was  very  unparliamentary,  and  there  being,  among 
thofe  who  advanced  the  bill,  fewer  fpeakers  than 
there  were  of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  thofe  few  took 
upon  them  to  fpeak  oftener  than  they  ought  to  do, 
and  reply  to  every  man  who  declared  himfelf  to  be 
of  another  opinion  j  and,  when  they  were  put  in 

mind 
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CHAP,      mind  of  the  rule  of  the  houfe,  that  no  man  (ho&ld 
m. 
«^     /    *     fjpeak  above  once  upon  the  lame  queftion,  they 

1667.        called  prefentljr  to  have  the  houfe  refolved  into  a 

committee,  which  any  fmgle  member  may  require, 

and  then  every  man  may  fpeak  as  often  as  he 

pleafed*   Thus  the  time  was  walled  in  unprofitable 

debate,  without  making  the  leall  progrefs. 

There  was  not  lefs  irregularity  in  the  conduct:  of 
the  commons,  who  fent  frequent  meflages  to  prels 
the  difpatch  of  the  bill,  when  they  knew  well  the 
debates  of  every  day ;  and  it  was  often  urged  as  an 
argument,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  was  the  fit- 
teft  judge  of  the  neceflities  and  grievances  of  the 
people,  and  that  as  they  had  paifed  the  bill,  the 
lords  ought  to  conform  to  their  opinion*  In  fine, 
there  grew  fo  great  a  licence  of  word^  in  this  de- 
bate, and  fo  many  perfonal  refledions^  that  every 
day  fome  quarrels  arofe  to  the  great  fcandal  of  a 
court  that  was  the  fupreme  judicatory  of  the 
kingdom. 

Curioiis  cir-  The  duke  of  Buckingham,  who  affumed  a  liberty 
rSSi^.''^  of  fpeaking  when  and  what  he  would,  in  a  dia- 
le6t  unulual  and  ungrave,  his  limiles  and  other  ex« 
.  preflions  giving  occafion  of  much  mirth  and  laugh- 
ter, one  day  faid  in  the  <lebate,  "  that  whoNSver 
was  againll  the  bill,  had  either  an  IriQi  interell,  or 
an  IriQi  underllanding/'  LordOffory,  the  duke  of 
Ormond'a  eldeft  fon,  was  very  much  offended  at 

fo 
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fd  grofs  a  refledidn ;  but  having  himfclf  vdry  nar-      CHAP. 
rowly  efcapcd  the  cenfure  of  the  hdufe  lately,  foi'  '-^  ^ 

reproaching  lord  Aftiley  with  having  been  a  coun-  1667. 
fellor  to  Cromwell,  he  would  not  triift  himfelf  with 
giving  a  prefent  anfwer.  An  opportunity  foon  o£- 
fered  of  his  meeting  the  duke,  when  he  infilled 
upon  (atisfadllon  -;  arid  a  well  known  fpot  iii  Chel- 
fea  fields  was  chofen  to  decide  the  matter  within  an 
hour.  But  the  duke  thought  proper  to  miftake 
the  place,  and  eroding  the  water,  went  to  a  field 
over  againft  Chelfea,  and  ftaid  there,  till  foirie  gen- 
tlemen  came  to  prevent  a  duel  which  he  never  in- 
tended to  fight.  Finding  that  lord  Offory  was  not 
in  cuftody  that  night,  and  being  fure  thai  he  would 
foon  hear  from  him  again,  he  took  a  ftrange  refo- 
lution,  and  next  motning  as  foon  as  the  houfe  fat, 
lord  Offory  being  Ukewife  prefent,  related  the  whole 
affair,  though  with  great  confufion  between  Aggra- 
vating the  prefumptioii  of  lord  Oflbry,  and  making 
the  oftencc  as  heinous  as  the  vi(Jlating  all  die  ptivi- 
leges  of  parliament  could  amount  untb^  and  mag- 
nifying  his  own  coUrage  arid  readinefs.to  fight  lipdn 
any  opportunity,  when  it  was  clear  enough  that  he 
lud  declined  it  by  a  grofs  £hift» 

Lord  Offory,  greatly  troubled  that  the  conteft' 
was  likely  to  be  only  in  that  place,  did  not  deny 
the  faft ;  but  ^dcavourfed  to  exculpate  himfelf  by 
affcrting  that,  at  the  tinic  he  called  the  duke  to 
account,  when  hU  grace  infifted  much  on  the  pri- 

roL.  II.  T  vilege 
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GHAP.  vllege  of  parliament,  to'ckclinc  gjivii^  him  any 
t  ./  i  fatisfaftion,  he  had  expreilly  declared  to  his  grace, 
1667.  ^  that  he  did  not  queftion  him  for  any  words  Qx>ken 
in  that  hotife,  but  for  abufivc  langu^p  ufed  clle- 
where,  and  for  affronts  which  he  had  at  other  times 
chofen  to  bear,  rather  than  difturb  the  company. 
They  were  both  ordered  to  withdraw  to  difiereoi 
rooms  near  the  houfe  ^  and  the  duke*s  panizans, 
who  were  very  numerous,  infifted  loudly  o»  the 
magnitude  of  the  offence,  which  concerned  the 
honour  and  fafety  of  the  higheft  tribunal  in  the 
kingdom,  and  the  liberty:  and  fecurity  of  every  one 
of  its  members.  They  faid,  and  indeed  with  grear 
truth,  "  that  if  any  lord  by  bis  licentious  and  of- 
fenfive  language  exceeded  the  modeft  liniiis  prc- 
fbribed  in  debate,  the  houfe  had  the  power  and  the 
praftice  to  reftrain,  and  reprehend,  or  imprifon 
the  perfon,  according  to'the  nature  of  the  oiience, 
and  that  no  other  remedy  and  examination  could 
be  applied  to  it  by  the  king  himfelf  ^  but  if  every 
private^  man  were  allowed  to  take  e^eptionagainii 
any  words,  which  the  houfe  found  no  fault  with, 
and  to  require  others  to  juftify  with  their  fword,  alt 
that  they  faid  in  difcharge  of  their  confcience,  a^d 
for  the  good  of  their  country,  there  would  he  an 
end  to  the  privljiege  of  patliament.'*^  Then  ap- 
plying thefe  indifputable  maxims  to  the  prefenc 
cafe,  they  concluded,  **  that  too  great  a  punilh- 
ment  could  not  be  inflifted  upon  the  notorious  and 
monftrous  offence  of  lord  Offory,  which  concerned 

'  every 
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every  member  of  the  houfe  as  much  as  it  did  the      CHAP. 

.  ;  III. 

duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had  behaved  himfelf  as  ^^   _  -,  y 

well  as  the  ill  cuftom  and  iniquity  of  the  age  would        ij^y* 

admit,  and  had  given  no  offence  to  the  houfe,  but 

had,  on  the  contrary,  always  paid  it  the  utmoft  rt- 

fpeft  and  reverence; 

It  is  not  cafy  to  fay  how  far  this  laft  conclilfion 
Inight  have  prevailed,  had  not  fomfc  of  the  lords, 
who  were  known  not  to  be  the  duke*s  friends,  af- 
fcSed  to  agree  to  it,  and  even  put  on  the  fhew  of 
camefthcfs  that  his  grace  might  receive  no  ptiniQi- 
ment,  **  becaufe,"  they  faid,  "  he  had  committed 
no  fault,  for  it  was  very  evident  he  never  intended 
to  fight;  dnd  had,  when  no  other  tergiverfation 
would  ferve  his  turn,  prudently  miftaken  the  place 
that  was  appointed  by  himfelf.'*  This  was  urged 
with  fo  much  irony,  joined  to  fome  witty  remarks 
On  certain  expreflibns  ufed  by  the  duke  himfelf, 
that  his  better  friends  thought  it  would  bfe  more 
for  his  honour  to  undergo  the  cenfure  of  the  houfe, 
than  the  difgracc  of  fuch  a  vindication;  and  fo 
both  the  duke  and  his  challenger  were  fent  to  the 
Tower. 

Thofe  two  lotds  had  no  fooner  undergone  the  Farther  ad^ 
fentence,  and  were  fet  at  liberty,  their  mutual  dif-  ^i^^[J^^ 
pleafure  being  fupprcfled,  or  rather  filenced  by  the 
king's  Command^  than  another  more  untoward 
outrage  htpf^ncd,  that  continued  the  like  difturbr 
T  z  anc?. 
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CHAP.  ance.  During  the  debate  on  this  bill,  there  was  d 
t^^  ^  J  conference  appointed  with  the  houfe  of  commons, 
J667.  in  which  the  duke  of  Buckingham  was  one  of  the 
managers.  As  they  were  fitting  in  thePainted^Cham- 
ber,  which  is  feldom  done  in  good  order,  it  hap- 
pened that  the  marquis  of  Dorchefter  took  hb  place 
next  to  the  duke.  There  had  been  for  fome  time 
no  good  corrcfpondencc  between  them  ;  and  one 
of  them  now  changing  his  pofturc  for  his  own  cafe, 
which  made  the  fituation  of  the  other  more  uneafy, 
they  firft  began  with  juftling,.  and  afterwards  fell 
to  direft  blows,  in  which  the  marquis,  who  was 
the  lower  of  the  two  in  ftature,  loft  his  pcrriwig. 
.The  miidemeanor,  greater  than  had  ever  happened 
in  that  place,  could  not  be  concealed,  but  was  re- 
ported to  the  houfe,  as  foon  as  the  conference  was 
ended^  Both  parties  were  heard,  and  both  con- 
feffed  enough  to  make  them  undergo  the  cenfure 
of  the  houfe*  They  were  fent  to  the  Tower,  from 
whwice,  after  a  few  days,  they  were  releafed  toge- 
ther, and  fuch  a  reconciliation  made,  as  after  fucli 
encounters  is-ufuaU  where  either  party  thinks  him- 
ielf  before-hand  with  the  other  >  as  the  marquis 
had  much  of  the  duke's  hair  in  his  hands,  to  make 

\  amends  for  the  otlicr's  pulling  off  his  perriwig. 

When  things  were  thus  far  quieted,  the  bill  was 
again  entered  upon,  with  no  lefs  paffioo,.  for  the 
ftock  that  had  been  wafted.  Every  argument 
againft  the  principle  of  the  bill^  howevef  juft  and 

forcible^ 
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forcible,  made  but  little  imprei&oD.  It  vas  in  vain 
to  fay»  tkat  it  was  as  partial  and  unjuft  to  deprive 
Ireland  of  its  only  traffic,  on  the  pretence  of  its 
being  altended  with  fome  imaginary  grievance  here, 
as  it  would  be  to  take  away  the  trade  from  any  one 
county  in  England,  merely  becaufe  it  might  be 
thought  to  produce  fome  inconvenience  to  another. 
Thefe  and  many  other  remarks  on  the  injury  fo 
impolitic  n  bill  muft  be  attended  with  to  England 
itfclf  *,  had  no  other  effeft  than  that  of  leaving  out 
a  very  partial  provifo  in  favour  of  ScotLind,  to 
which  the  houfe  of  commons  like  wife  confentedf . 
though  not  without  much  oppofition. 

After  this  almoft  ufelefs  difcuffion  of  the  piindple. 
of  the  bill,  the  debate  fell  upon  fome  claufes,  oiie  of 
which  in  particular  ftruck  at  the  king's  authority, 
by  making  his  licence  or  warrant,  to  permit  at  any 
time  the  importation  of  Irifh  catde,  of  no  efTed, . 

*  See  the  note  on  this  fubje^  at  the  bottom  of  page  47;  -to* 
which  it  may  be  added,  that  though  the  rent  of  lands  in  EngJaiid 
reemed  to  rife  in  confequence  of  this  bill,  the  price  of  provifions  , 
and  ^  price  of  labour  rofe  in  a  much  greater  proportion ;  and 
the  irifli  being  driven  by  the  moft  cruel  neceiiity  to  new  re-^ 
fources,  fj^t  themfeives  to  eftabiifh  manufa^res,  and  carried^ 
their  [M-oduce  to  other  countries,  to  the,  very  great  injury  of ' 
Englifh  dommerce.   Thus  by  an  aA  of  abfurd  opprefiion,  which  . 
took  its  rife  from  perfonal  animofities,  from  prejudice,  and  igno* 
nmce,  En^nd  was  deprived  of  the  bleifings  of  a  plentiful  mar* 
ktt,  and  Ireland  was  impelled  to  cultivate  an  unnatural  and 
clandeftine  intercourle  with  the  enemies  of  her  iifter  kingdon^,  • 

T3  but 
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but  liable  to  be  controuled  by  a  conflabfe.  This 
claufe  wa$  warmly  oppofed  by  fomc  of  the  roya} 
party  as  not  only  derogatory  to  the  kill's  juft  pre- 
rcgative,  but  likely  to  be  attended  with  Tcry  fetal 
effects,  if,  in  cafe  of  a  murrain,  or  any  diieaA; 
ampngft  our  own  cattle,  jhe  king  (hould  not  have 
power  to  fufpend  the  prohibition,  and  ^thereby  to 
provide  for  the  fupply  of  his  fubjeds,  and  prevent 
a  common  dearth.  There  was  another  obje&ion 
to  thofe  reftraints  on  any  importation  whatever  of 
••  Irifh  cattle,  as  by  a  former  ad  of  parliament  Ire- 

^'  land  was  every  year  to  fupply  diree  thouland  beeves 

to  be  delivered  at  Chefter  and  another  En^fli 
port  for  the  provifion  of  the  king's  houfe.     But  it 
yras  (aid  in  reply,  that  the  end  of  the  bill  would  be 
wholly  eluded  by  fuch  exceptions,  or  by  pennming 
the  king  to  difpenfe  at  pleafure  with  the  violation 
of  it;  for  that  his  inclinations  were  well  known, 
and  therefore  the  efieft  of  them,  and  the  importu* 
Dity  of  his  courtiers  muft  be  provided  againft.     In 
this  difcourfe  anr  extraordinary  liberty  of  language 
was  ufed,  which  reflefted  fo  ilrongly  on  the  king's 
honour,  and  indeed  upon  his  whole  council  and 
court/  that  all  who  poffefled  any  zeal  or  afledkion 
for  hi^  majefty  could  not  avoid  refenting  it,  and 
infifting  that  thofe  claufes  fhould  be  amended  in 
feme  places,  and  totally  left  out  in  others.     Thefe 
alterations  were  made  in  fpite  of  the  fturdy  efforts 
of  a  very  powerful  oppofitionj  and  the  bill  fo 
amended  was  returned  to  the  commons. 

If 
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If  the  commons  expreffcd  great  difik^isfaftipn  at      ^^^^• 
the  delay  of  the  bill,  it  may  be  cafily  judged  how  t       ^'     ^ 
iniSamed  they  \^^re  at  fo  many  amendments :  they        1667. 
rejeAed  them  all;  and  voted,  that  they  would  ad- 
here to  their  own  bill,  without  depaning  from  a 
word  of  it,  except  with  reference  to  Scotland,  from 
which,  as  I  before  remarked,  they  receded,  though 
not  unanimoully.     Many  conferences  took  place 
between  both  houfes,  in  which  the  commons  main- 
tained their  adherence  with  wonderful  obftinacy ; 
and  the  managers  for  them  not  only  repeated  the  - 
arguments  and  expreffions  which  had  been  ufed  in 
the  houfe  of  peers  againft  leaving  anj'  power  in  the 
ting  to  difpenfe,  but  adided  feveral  obfervations  of 
their  own,  reflefting  ftill  worfc  upon  his  majefty's 
honour,  and  yet  concluded  as  if  they  could  fay 
more,  if  they  were  provoked ;  upon  which  every 
man  might  make  what  glbfles  he  pleafed,  and  die 
king  himfelf  was  left  to  his  own  imaginations. 

There  need  be  no  other  inftance  given  of  the  in-  Charitable 
credible  paffion,  that  was  (hewn  in  fupporting  this  "^^^^J^i 
bill,  than  a  particular  which  related  to  the  city  of  beeves  re* 
London.     Upon  the  news  of  the  great  fire,  and  of  -^ 
the  devaftarion  it  made  here,  the  feveral  provinces 
of  Ireland  having  digefted  among  themfelves  i 
plan  of  relief  for  the  moft  diftreffed  fufferers,  pre- 
fented  a  declaration  to   the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council,  that  they  had  fo  tender  a  fenfe  of  that  ca- 
lamity, that  if  they  were  able  .to  raife  money  to 
T  4^  adminifter 
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^    CHA?.      adminifter  fomc  affiftance  to  the  city,  they  vofild 

^       ^*     '  willingly  pffer  it^    biit   that  not  being  ia  their 

1662.       -power,  they  were  defirou?  of  giving  af  leaft  ^^me 

teftimony  of  their  good  will,  and  had  agreed  to 

-  fend  to  the  lord  mayor  and  city  of  London,,  to  be 
difpofcd  of  by  them  to  fuch  particular   ufes   as 

'  Ihould  be  thought  mod  convenient,  thirty  thou- 
fand  beeves,  which  ftxould  be  delivered  withia  fuch 
a  time,  and  at  fuch  ports  as  were  named^  to  any 
fuch  perfons  as  Ihould  be  appointed  to  receive 
them.  The  lord  lieutenant  and  council,  at  their 
requeft,  fent  notice  of  this  offer  to  the  king  and 
Jikewife-to  the  city  of  London  j  upon  which,  as 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Irifti  cattle 
was  then  depending  in  the  houfe  of  lord^^  a  peti- 
tion was  prefented  to  them  by  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen,  humbly  requeuing  th^t  a  provifo  might 
])&  inferted,  that  nothing  contained  in  that  bill 
fhould  hinder  the  city  of  London  from  enjoying 
the  charitable  donative  of  tliirty  thouland  cattle^ 
but  be  allowed  to  import  the  fame. 

'  ^  It  can  hardly  be  believed  with  what  padloii  and 

indignation  this  petition  was  received  by  the  houfe. 
The  promoters  of  t^ie  bill  broke  out  uito  violent 
,  inveftives  againft  the  city  for  its  prefumption,  in 
interpofing  its  own  particular  intereft,  to  obftnicc 
die  public  affairs  of  the  kingdom:  they  made  ycr)- 
fevere  refledions  upon  the  lord  lieutenant  and 
council  of  Ireland  for  countenancing  fuch  an  ad- 

drefs, 
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drefs,  and  becoming  iitftruments  to  promote  and  CHAP, 
advance  it ;  they  would  not  allow  it  to  be  an  offer-  i 
ing  of  charity,  but  a  cheat  and  a  cozenage,  to  X667. 
elude  an  aft  of  parliament,  which  couM  not  but 
be  heard  of  in  Ireland^  and  even  prefumed  to  be 
paiTed  by  this  time;  which  if  it  had  been,  and  fuch 
a  difpenfing  power  left  in  the  king,  as  was  propofed, 
it  would  now,  they  faid,  be  feen  how  it  would 
have  been  implied;  for  they  could  not  doubt  but 
people  enough  would  have  advifed  the  king  to  gra- 
tify the  city  of  London  with  a  licence  for  importa- 
tion ^  and  that  licence,  they  were  alfo  fure,  could 
not,  or  would  not  have  been  fo  warily  drawn,  but 
that  by  means  of  it,  inftead  of  thirty  thoufand, 
there  would  be  three  hundred  thouiand  imported 
into  Ex^l^d:  this,  they  afletted,  was  the  great 
pbarity  aiijpied  at ;  and  therefore  moved,  that  the 
petition  fmd  the  provifo  might  be  both  rejefted. 
But  thQ  other  party,  who  looked  upon  the  offer 
made  by  the  Iri(h  as  a  very  feafonable  intention  of 
phariry,  prevailed  to  have  the  provifo  inferted,  and 
tranfmitted  with  their  approbation  to  the  lower 
houfc. 

The  relief,  however,  of  diftreffed  citizens  could 
not  induce  the  commons  to  deviate  in  the  fmallefl 
degree  from  their  original  purppfe.  The  provifo 
for  importing  the  generous  gift  of  the  Irifh  met 
with  no  better  fate  than  any  of  the  odier  amend- 
ments j  and  though,  at  a  conference  between  the 

two 
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CHAP,       two  houfes,  in  order  to  Remove  the  objcftion  that 

ill  .  . 

^■.     '    1     more  cattle  might  be  imported  under  cover  of  the 

1667,        others,  it  was  propofed  that  the  beeves  fbould  be 

killed  in  Ireland,  and  powdered  there,  and  (ent 

over  in  barrels  or  ca&s;  yet  the  commons  found 

cozenage  in  that  aMo,  and  were  as  angry  with  the 

cattle  when  they  were  dead,  as  when  they  were 

alive ;  fo  that  no  expedient  could  alter  or  remove 

their  obftinacy.  ^  In  fliort,  nothing  was  got  by  the 

conferences  but  the  difcovery  of  new  jealoiifies  of 

the  king  and  the  court,  and  new  iniinuations  of 

the  difcontents  and  murmurs  in  the  country  be- 

caufe  the  bill  was  fo  long  obftrufted. 

AH  this  being  reprefented  to  the  king  with  the 
moft  ghaftly  afpefts  towards  what  efFefts  it  might 
produce,  his  majefty  in  the  end  was  prevailed 
upon,  notwithftanding  very  earncft  advice  to  the 
contrary*-^ %  not  only  to  be  willing  to  give  his  aflent, 
when  it  (hould  be  offered  him,  but  to  folicit  partis 
cularly  many  of  the  lords  to  depart  from  their  own 

*  The  chancellor  and  a  few  of  his  party  privately  adviftd  the 
king  at  this  time  to  diifolve  the  parliament,  to  which  his  majeilj 
fccmed  at  firft  inclined;  but-  was  diiTuaded  from  it  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Coventry,  who  faid,  that  the  prefent  ill.  temper  of  the  com- 
mons would  vanifli,  upon  fome  fmall  condefcenfions ;  whereas^ 
if  his  majdfty  (hould  run  t7>6  rift  of  a  general  ele^on,  a  greet 
many  prefbytcrians  might  be  returned,  and  moik  of  his  sienial 
fervants  and  their  relations,  of  whom  be  had  above  a  hun- 
dred now  in  the  houfe  at  his  difpoikl,  would  very  probably  be 
thrown  out.  « 

fcnfc. 
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fcnfe,  and  confomi  to  what  he  thought  convenient 
to  his  fervice.  This  was  matter  of  great  triumph 
CO  the  commons,  and  to  thole  members  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  with  whom  they  caballed  ♦. 

There  were^many  other  affairs  of  a  more  private  l-erd  Mar- 
nature,  which  at  this  rime  adminiftcred  farther  oc-  p^^^^^ 
cafion  of  fadion  and  diflention  in  the  two  houfes, 
and  greatly  retarded  and  perplexed  all  public  bufi- 
nefs.  The  commons  having  preferred  articles  of 
impeachment  againfl.  lord  Mordaunt,  the  conftable 
of  Wiftdfor  Caftle,  took  offence,  that  the  acctifed 
was  fullered  to  remain  within  the  bar  of  the  lords, 
while  the  articles  of  his  impeachment  were  reading; 
and  demanded,  that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  quit 
his  feat.  The  peers,  whom  his  majefty,  from  par- 
ticular obligations,  to  that  lord,  had  prcvioufly  dif- 
pofed  to  favour  him  as  much  as  poffible,  rejefted 
the  demand  of  the  commons,  and  eyen  refufed  to 
confer  with  them  on  the  fubjedt,  as  it  was  a  point 


^  Hod  the  commons  defended  dieir  civil  and  religious  rights 
with  half  the  iinnnefs  which  t^ey  manifeded  in  pufiiing  on  the 
Iriih  bill,  what  applaufe  would  they  not  have  merited!  Infiead  of 
which,  we  cannot  help  feeling  the  juileft  indignation,  to  fee  a  fet 
of  corrupt  and  perfidious  flaves,  who  had  fold  the  liberties,  the 
property,  in  nmny  inlfamces  the  lives,  and  as  far  as  they  were 
^hk,  the  confcieoces  of  their  countrymen,  difcovering  an  invin- 
cible refinance  to  the  wifhes  of  their  pay-mafier  and  tyrant,  in 
one  of  the  very  few  purpofes  in  which  he  ftemed  to  confult  the 
general  interell  of  his  fubje^b. 

of 
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CHAP.  of  judicature,  wjiich  the  otliers  had  no  right  to  in- 
*  /  *  tcrfere  in.  This  was  adding  new  fuel  to  the  flame, 
1667.  that  already  burned  with  too  much  violence.  The 
difpleafure,  which  arofe  from  the  {mallefl:  coateil, 
vented  itfelf  in  matters  of  much  greater  moment ; 
and  produced  pafiions  and  animofities  that  were 
not  quickly  laid  aiide,  after  the  affair  itfelf,  which 
had  excited  them^  was  compofed  and  ended. 

ThtAmctU  In  moft  of  the  debates  on  any  queftion  of  privi- 
fenfctf^vc^  lege,  but  efpecially  in  the  two  great  ftruggles  upon 
cbnoxious  to  the  Irifli  bill,  and  the  bill  for  examining  the  public 
accounts,  the  chancellor  had  the  misfortune  to  loie 
mudi  credit  in  tlie  houfe  of  commons.  Whenever 
he  thought  they  over-ftepped  the  proper  limits,  he 
was  too  apt  to  fpeal^  of  them  with  Jefs  reverence 
than  they  expeftecj.  He  often  reminded  the  lords 
of  the  mifchiefs  which,  he  faid,  had  their  original 
from  the  liberties  affumed  by  fhe  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  the  compliance  to  which  the  peers  had 
defcended  in  the  late  times,  till  after  miikiplied 
affronts  the  whole  authority  was  wrefted  out  of  their 
hands,  and  the  door  of  their  houfe  was  Ihut  up 
with  a  padlock.  Language  of  this  kind,  though 
it  flowed  from  his  own  conviftion,  gave  as  much 
ofifence  to  fome  of  the  lords  prefent,  as  it  could  do 
to  any  of  the  commons.  The  truth  is,  he  had  fcen 
and  fuffered  fo  much  during  the  troubles,  and  his 
mind  was  fo  terribly  haunted  with  the  Ipeftre  of 
rebellion,  that  he  took  the  alarm  at  the  fnaallpft  en- 
croachment 
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croachmcnt,  and  believed  that  the  juft  prerogatives  ^^• 
of  the  crown  could  not  be  fecured,  but  by  care-  *  /  * 
fully  watching  and  reftraining  all  the  exceffes,  1667.- 
which  were  ^  affefted  by  either  houfe,  under  the 
name  of  privileges.  His  enemies  were  glad  t<J 
hear  him  at  any  time  fpeak  againft  the  proceedings 
of  the  commons,  as  they  knew  it  would  be  warmly 
refented  in  that  houfe  ;  and  many  of  his  friends 
informed  him  how  ill  it  was  taken,  and  how  much 
every  thing  he  faid  was  aggravated  in  the  reports 
made  of  it ;  and  therefore  deCred  him  to  ufe  lefs 
fervour  in  thefe  argumentations.  But  in  things  of 
that  kind  he  was  uncounfelable ;  and  though  he 
received  the  ftrongeft  intimations,  that  a  ftorm 
would  be  (hortly  raifed  to  (hake  him,  yet  he  did 
not  dread  it,  never  fufpefting,  till  it  aftually  burft 
upon  him,  that  it  could  proceed  from  that  quarter, 
whence  alone  it  was  capable  of  doing  him  injury. 

Thou^  the  commons  knew  well  that  the  Irilh 
bill  could  never  have  paffed  the  upper  houfe  but 
by  the  king's  powerful  interpofition,  they  remained 
ftill  jealous,  or  pretended  to  be  fo,  that  he  would 
iK)t  give  his  affcnt,  which  till  he  fhould  do,  they 
would  admit  no  debate.  As  foon  therefore  as  it  was 
ready,  his  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  where 
ha\ing  pven  his  affent  to  that,  and  to  another  bill, 
he  commanded  the  attendance  of  the  commons,  and 
told  them,  •*  that  he  had  now  paffed  their  bills, 
and  had  been  in  hope  to  have  had  other  bills  leady 

to 
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<aiAP.  to  have  paflcd  too.  He  could  not,"  he  fa«l, 
^  '  i  "  forget  that  within  few  days  after  their  coming 
i66;.  together  in  September,  both  houies  had  prefented 
to  him  their  vote  and  declaration,  that  they  would 
give  him  a  fupply  proportionable  to  his  occafions ; 
and  the  confidence  of  that  had  made  him  anticipate 
all  the  fmall  part  of  his  revenue  which  was  unanti- 
cipated, for  the  payment  of  the  feamen  i  and  hb 
credit  had  gone  farther  than  he  had  reafon  to  think 
it  would ;  but  it  was  now  at  an  end."  He  then 
obferved,  "  that  this  was  the  firft  day  he  hsld  heard 
of  a  fupply,  being  the  eighteenth  of  January,  and 
what  it  would  amount  to  God  only  knew*;  and 
what  time  he  had  to  make  fuch  preparations  as 
Were  neceflary,  they  could  well  enough  judge; 
and  he  muft  tell  them,  what  difcpurfes  foeveif  were 
abroad,  he  was  Hot  in  any  treaty^  but  by  the  grace 
of  God  he  would  not  give  over  himfelf  ^nd  them, 
but  would  do  what  was  in  his  power  for  defence  oi 
of  both/'     He  added,  "  that  it  was  high  time  for 

♦  The  king  means  the  PoU-bilU  which  was  paflcd  at  tbiJ 
tim^;  but  of  whicK  the  author  of  the  Secret  Hiftory  has  taken 
ho  farther  notice,  after  his  rciharks  on  the  manlier  in  which  tk 
elanifc  for  the  appointment  of  comthifKoners  to  examine  the  pub- 
lic accounts  was  defeated  by  the  petition  of  the  lords.  Theob- 
tioxidus  prdvifo  was  afterwards  i!ruck  out  by  tHe  conwcons; 
but  tiiey^troduccd  in  its  ftead  a  diilind  bill  nearly  to  the ian^ff 
pui^port  as  the  claufe,  which  had  been  fo  unconf{itutionally  de- 
hzxtd.  But  their  new  bill  was  delayed  in  the  upper  houft  fi/? 
the  prorogation  of  porfiaitieilt,  and  fo  died  away  withoiit  anf  &- 
ther  difcui&on. 

them 
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them  to  make  good  their  promife,  and  it  was  high      CHAP« 

time  for  them  to  be  in  the  country,  as  well  for  the  ..  ^  j. 
raifing  of  money,  as  that  the  lord  lieutenants  and  i66f . 
deputy  lieutenants  might  watch  thofe  feditious  fpi- 
rits,  which  were  at  ifrork  to  difturb  the  public 
peace :  he  was  therefore  refolved  to  put  an  end  to 
that  feffion  on  the  next  Mon/day  fevennight,  before 
which  time  he  defired  that  all  things  might  be  made 
ready,  which  he  was  to  difpatch/'  His  majefty 
concluded  with  faying  "he  was  XK)t  willing^  ta 
complain  that  they  had  dealt  unkindly  with  him 
in  a  bill  he  had  then  paifed,  in  which  they  had  ma* 
nlfeft^d  a  greater  didruft  of  him  than,  he  .had  de- 
ferved  :  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  without  infirmi- 
ties, but  he  had  never  broken  his  word  r# 
tbmi  aiuiy  if  be  did  not  fatter  bitnfelf^  the  natiim 
had  never  Icjs  cauje  to  complain  of  grievances,  #r 
the  least  iNjtJSTicE,  tfr  OPPRESSION,  than  it  had 
in  tbefefeven  years,  finu  it  badpleafed  God  to  rejlore 
him  to  them  *." 

This  little  quickaefs  in  the  king  had  the  effeA  The  blO  of 
which  he  intended  j  for  though  fome  of  the  refrac-  ^^^^^ 
tory  party  endeavoured  to  difluade  the  commons 
from  proceeding  on  the  fupply,  till  the  bill  for 
uking  the  public  accounts,  which  they  had  feni 

•  If  this  was  not  feff-flattery,  it  was  the'  iie  pits  ultra  of  men- 
<bcio(U$  e£Frontery,  as  Charles  muft  4Save  been  well  convinced,- 
that  not  only  his  hearers,  but  the  whole  nation  knew  the  tererfe      ^ 
of  eveiy  one  of  his  aflertions  to  be  a  kmentabfc  truth. 

up 
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CHAP.      up  to  the  lords,  ihould  be  debated  dierc,  ind  paf- 

t.  ,\  '  n     fed,  yet  the  houfe  ui^ed  by  the  fliortncfi  of  tbe 

1667.       time  allowed  them,  and  defirous  of  leaving  fome 

;  relilh  of  their  former  duty  and  compliance,  made 

'  fuch  progrefs  in  the  bill  for  fupply,  that  it  was  fcnt 

up  to  the  lords,  and  carried  through  the  neceflkry 

ftages  there  againft  the  day  prefcribed  *. 

On  the  eighth  of  February  the  king  came  to  the 
parliament,  and  the  fpeaker  of  the  commons  pre- 
fenting  to  him  the  bill  of  fupply,  he  gave  his  aflent 
to  it-f-,  and  thanked  them  for  it,  with  an  aflurance, 
that  the  money  fliould  be  laid  out  for  the  end  it 
was  given ;  but  at  the  fame  time  expreflcd  his 
hope,  that  he  fliould  live  to  have  bills  of  this  na-* 
ture  in  the  old  ftyle,  with  fewer  pro^ifbs.  He 
then  took  notice  that  the  bill  of  accounts  was  not 
offered  to  him ;  but  promifed  to  iflue  out  his  own 
commifiion  for  that  purpofe.    Though  the  firaibn 

*  The  fupply  granted  upon  this  occaiion  for  the  (crrice  af 
the  year  was  eighteen  hundred  thou&nd  pounds,  which  was  to 
be  raifed  by  the  Poll-bill,  and  by  the  continuance  of  the  formcf 
monthly  aflelTments. 

t  The  royal  aflent  was  given  at  the  feme  time  to  fome  other 
y  afts,  the  chief  of  which  related  to  the  re-building  of  the  city  of 

London.  Ope  was  an  a&  talay  ts^dyc  pence  upon  crerv  chaJ- 
dronj  and  twelve  pence  upon  every  ton  of  coals  that  (hould  be 
brought  intd  tlie  port  of  London  for  teh  years,  the  bettei*  to 
enable  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  to  recompenfe  thoie  per-: 
ibns,  whofe  grounds  fliould  be  taken  from  them,  m  6rder  to  en-* 
large  the  ftiec ts« 

mi 
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was^very  farfpent,  he  faid,  he  would  make  all  the      CHAP, 
preparations  he  cbuld,  but  wotild  not  rejeft  any    ^        ' 
good  overtures  for  an  honourable  peace.     Then        1667. 
(exhorting  them  to  ufe  their  influence  in  their  re- 
fpciftive  counties  to  reconcile  th^  people  to  necef- 
fary  burthens,  and  to  remove  the  falfe  imagina- 
tions infiifed  into  their  hearts  by  the  malice  of  ill 
men,  he^prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  tenth  of 
Oftober. 

Now  the  king  had  much  rhore  to  do  thah  he  Impoffibility . 
had  time  or  tools  to  difpatch.    Afttr  giving  ordefs  a  fleet  ito^fecc, 
to  the  attorney  and  folicitor-general  to  prepare  a  the  enemy, 
commiflion  for  examining  the  public  accounts,  in 
fo  pkufible  a  manner  as  might  prevent  the  future 
clamour  of  parliament,  and  yet  fcreen  the  treafurer 
of  the  prize-money  from  any  particular  inquiry,  he 
began  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  the  pofture  of  affairs 
with  rcfpeft  to  the  enemy.     The  unthrifty  expen- 
diture, of  all  the  former  fupplies,  the  mifapplica- 
tion  and  wafte  of  the  money  arifing  from  prizes, 
the  anticipation  of  every  branch  of  ahe  revenue, 
the  lofs  of  credit  from   breach   of  faith  to  the 
bankers,  the  arrears  due  to  all  the  workmen  in  the 
dock-yards,  who  were  near  a  mutiny,  the  infuffi- 
ciency  of  the  late  grant  to  fupply  the  numberlefs 
wants  arifing  from  pad  mifmanagement,  ^nd  the 
advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  all  concurred  to  ren- 
der it  impoflible  to  provide  a  fleet  ready  to  en-  v 
countet'with  the  potent  enemies  in  the  fpring.     A 

VOL.  II.  U  fyltem 
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pHAP/  fyft^m  of  defence  was  therefore  to  be  adopted ;  aivj 
^  /  '  for  this  purpofc  it  was  refolved,  firft,  toere&  a  fort 
166;.  at  Shecrnefs  for  the  fecurity  of  the  river,  and  to 
repair  and  ftrengthen  Langhorn  point  upon  the 
coaft  of  Effex  and  Suffolk ;  zdly,  to  ftationa  good 
fquadron  of  light  frigates  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland, 
and  another  of  the  fame  ftrength  off  Plymouth, 
both  which  (hould  intercept  the  trade  of  the  Dutch, 
if  they  did  not  protect  it  with  ftrong  convoys, 
which  would  break  their  fleet,  and  in  thoie  cafes 
the  frigates  might  eafily  retire  into  port ;  gdly,  to 
Veep  alfo  fome  frigates  conft^dy  in  the  Downs, 
to  chace  picaroons  from  infefting.  the  coaft,  and 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy ;  4thly,  to  put 
fome  of  the  greateft  fliips  at  Chatham,  Portfinouth, 
and  other  places,  in  rcadinefs  againft  the  end  oi 
the  fumnlcr,  before  which  time  money  might  b: 
provided,  and  the  fleets  of  the  enemy  being  wean* 
and  foul  after  a  long  cruize,  it  might  be  prefuined 
the  French  would  return  early  into  their  own  port^. 
which  were  fo  far  off,  and  then  the  firi^tes  frcm 
the  weft  and  the  north  might  join  the  great  (bips, 
and  either  fight  the  Dutch,  if  they  fliould  chufe  it, 
or  infcft  their  coafl  more  than  they  had  done  this, 
and  take  ajl  their  homeward-hound  fliips  ;  fthiy, 
to  guard  againft  being  deprived  of  the  neceflan' 
fupplics  of  coal  by  fending  orders  to  Newcaltlc 
immediately  to  ebiploy  all  their  Ihips  and  all  they 
couki  procure,  with  two  or  three  veffels  given  diem 
by  his  majefly,  in  conveying  as  much  coals  as  pol- 

fiblc 
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llbie  to  Londort  and  the  towns  adjacent,  before  the      CHAP. 
enemy*s  fleet  could  put  to  fea,  and  by  affigning 


i       ^     '  ^ 


them  convoys  tod  ftrong  for  privateers,  or  fmall  1^^; 
parties  of  men  of  war ;  and  laftly  to  reftrain  met- 
thant  (hips  from  going  to  fea,  and  to  advlfe  thetn 
to  countermand  their  former  orders  to  all  faftors 
and  cbrrefpondents  in  foreign  parts^  till  farthef 
notice.  / 

Spme  of  thefe  expedients  were  very  humiliating  Humiliating  . 
to  a  power,  whofe  dominion  had  long  been  eftab-  ^^^g^^!" 
Hftied  at  fea  j  but  they  were  neceflary  j  and  if  they  ofEn^d. 
had  been  duly  carried  into  execution,  they  would 
have  pf evented  the  injury  and  difgrace,  which  thtf 
nation  fuffered  in  the  etifuing  fummer.     The  king 
had   not  himfelf  thought  of  this  defenfive  plan^ 
but  a[pproved  it  very  mitch,  when  he  heard  it  dif- 
ciiHed  ;  and  he  liked  it  the  better,  becaufe  at  thai 
time,  as  he  was  heartily  weary  of  the  war,  fo  he*    . 
was  rtot  without  a  reafonable  hope  of  peace.    The 
grounds  of  this  hope,  the  progrefs  thereupon,  the 
beginmng  of  a  treaty,  and  the  conclufion  thereof, 
will  b^  the  difcourfe  and  relation  we  (hall  next  enter 
upoA. 

.    \       .  .... 

However  xinfortunafe  the  ilTue  of  the  negotiation  Venous  cf- 

with  Denmark  proved,  through  the  unfteadinefs  about  apeace. 

and  perfidy  of  that  court,  Mr,  Henry  Coventry 

had  conduced  what  had  been  committed  to  him* 

with  good  effet^  in  Sweden.    Hstviiig  difpofed  thar 

U  2  (country 


29^ 
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country  to  enter  into  a  clofer  union  with  EnglancJ, 
and  to  fend  two  embafladors  here  for  that  purpofc, 
he  returned  home  to  give  his  majcfty  an  account 
of  the  progrefs  he  had  made,;  and  the  embafladors 
arrived  foon  after,  about  the  time  of  the  great  firt. 
Their  profeffed  purpofe  was  to  mediate  a  peace; 
but  with  a  fecret  aflurance  to  the  king,  that  if  a 
treaty  fliould  not  take  effeft,  the  crown  of  Sweden 
would  firmly  unite  itfelf  to  his  majefty's  intercft, 
and  engage  in  the  war  with  him. 

The  embaflador  from  Spain,  and  the  cmperor*s 
envoy  who  was  in  the  fame  intcreft,  did  heartily 
wifti  for  a  peace  between  England  and  Holland, 
with  the  exclufion  of  France.  But  if  that  could 
not  be,  they  had  much  rather  the  war  (hould  con- 
tinue as  is  was,  that  France  (hould  be  compre- 
hended in  the-  peace;  for  which  they  had  fomc 
reafon.  At  this  time  the  king  of  Spain  was  dead, 
and  as  that  event  was  likely  to  put  an  end  to  the 
quiet  of  Flanders,  they  would  have  been  glad  to 
engage  England  in  the  defence  of  thofe  provinces, 
in  which  Holland  alfo  could  not  feel  itfelf  uncon- 
cerned. Upon*  this  ground  they  made  fome  at- 
tempts, with  the  king's  knowledge,  to  bring  about 
a  treaty  of  this  kind;  but  De  Witt,  who  entirely 
governed  the  councils  ot  Holland,  could  not  be 
induced  to  confent  to  any  overtures,  made  to  fcpa- 
rate  before,  or  in  the  treaty,  from  France.  He 
even  informed  that  court  of  whatever  was  propofcd 
.      V-    '  •     •  by 
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by  the  Spaniard,  or  the  emperor's  envoy,  or  any  -  CHAP.  . 

other  perfon  to  that  purpofe,  and  fwelled  his  infor-  /      '  i- 

mation  beyond  the  truth,  to  heighten  and  endear  1667. 
kis  own  honour  and  pundtuality. 

The  {atne  event  which  made  the  Spaniard  de- 
iirous  of  a  feparate  coujunftion  with  England  and 
Holland,  rendered  the  king  of  France  very  willing 
to  put  an  end  to  this  war,  that  he  might  be  at 
full  liberty  to  eftablifh  his  claims  to  Flanders,  for 
which  he  was  now  making  vigorous  preparations. 
The  queen-mother,  who,  fince  the  beginning  of  ^ 
rfie.  war,  had  fixed  her  refidence  at  Paris,  fent  over 
the  earl  of  St.  Alban*s,  under  a  pretence  of  looking 
after  her  affairs  here,  to  inform  the  king  of  the' 
good  temper  the  French  court  was  in,  which  was 
&rther  coiifirmed  by  letters  from  Monfieur,Rou- 
vigny  to  the  earl  during  his  flay  here.  The  king 
had  a  very  great  objedtion  to  make  any  ufe  of  the 
earFs  agency  in  this  bufinefs  j  but  he  was  con- 
tented  that  the  earl  ftiould  make  hafle  back  to 
Paris,  and  found  the  difpofition  of  the  French* 
king,  whether  it  would  not  be  poflible  to  perfuade 
him  to  treat  apart,  and  exclude  Holland;  or  if 
that  was  not  to  be  hoped,  that  at  leaft  he  might  be 
brought  to  think  it  reafonable,'  that  the  Dutch 
flio'uld  reftore  what  they  had  taken  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  and  likewife  pay  a  good  funi  towards  the' 
cliarge  of  the  war.  ^ 

U3  A  few 
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9^^-  A  few  days  after  the  earl-s  ^return  to  PsMts,  he 

>  ^  '  \  fent  an  exprefs  to  inform  bis  na^efty  that,  after* 
X.667.  fome  conferences  wirh  Monfieur  Lioi^ne  the  French 
Alternative  minifter,  he  found  that  the  king  of  France  could 
K^Sc^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  butch,  e^ccept  they  refufed  to  make 
peace  upon  juft  conditions.  The  miniftcr  had 
alfo  told  him,  that  the  expeftation  of  a  fum  of  mo- 
^ey  waa  a  thing  fo  i^nheard  of  after  a  war,  that  tha 
very  mention  of  it  would  fhut  the  dopr  againft  any 
treaty.  But  he  gave  two  psipers  to  the  earl,  to  be 
t;ianfmitted  to  his  majefty,  which,  he  (kid,  the 
pjutch  would  confent  to;  but  if  more  (kould  be 
required,  the  treaty  Avas  at. an  end,  before  it  was 
^egun,  and  the  fword  muft  determine  it.  One  of 
the  papers  contained  this  alternative,  of  which  his 
OE^jefty  might  make  his  choice,  whether  all  things 
Should  continue  in  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  at 
pjcefont,  either  fide  enjoying  wliat  they  had  gotj  or 
Xl^t  a  juft  computation  (hould  be  mad;  of  the 
Ipfies  on  both  fides,  and  they  who  were  found  to 
l^^ve  received  moft  damage,  Ihould  be  repaired  at 
the.  charge  of  the  other.  The  other  paper  was, 
th^  if  his  majefty  approved  of  either  of  thcle  pro- 
jof^s,  he  {hould  himfelf  make  choice  of  the  place 
illhere  to  treat,  whither  all  parties  (hould  fend  their 
flOibaiEidors ;  but  the  French  ^ing  defircd,  that  his 
majefty  would  not  make  choice  of  any  place  ia  the 
king,  of  Spain's  dominions ;  and-  Mr.  Van  Bcun- 
inghen,  the  Dutch  embaflTador  at  Paris  had  named 
jSdlogne,  Francfort,  or  Hamburgh. 

There 
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There  appeared  little  difficulty  in  tlfe  choice  of      CHAP, 
the  sStemative,  for  the  Englilh  had  taken  much     «.-    J  ,i 
more  from  the  Dutch  than  they  had  taken.  f?bm        166^. 
England.     But  then  the  place  for  the  treaty  was 
not  fo  eafy  to  be  fixed  upon.     That  fuch  delibera- 
tions, however,  might  not  retard  the  progrcfs  of 
the  treaty,  which  it  was  fo  much  the  king's  intereft 
to  have  in  a  ftate  of  forwardnefs,uf  not  concluded j . 
before  the  Dutch  (hould  put  to  fca,  and  difcover 
his  inability  to  fet  out  a  fleet,  he  font  back  the  ex- 
prefs  with  his  acceptance  of  the  firft  propofal,  to 
which  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  (hould  give  their  con- 
fent,  he  would  name  fome  equal  place  for  the 
treaty. 

Before  the  anlwer  could  come  from  Paris,  it  was 
refolved  in  the  feled  committee,  on  the  fuggpftioQ 
of  fir  William  Coventry,  fupported  by  lord  Arling- 
ton, that  the  Swedilh  embaflador  in  Holland  (hould  . 
be  engaged  to  prefent  a  me0age  from  bis  majefty 
to  the  States  General,  offeriog  to  fend  his  embaf- 
fadors  to  treat  of  the  peace  at  the  Hague,  that  it 
might  be  concluded  with  the  greater  cafe  and  dif- 
patch.  The  propofers  of  this  meafure  promifed  great 
advantage  from  it ;  but  befides  that  it  was  not  very 
honourable  to  take  a  new  courfe,  after  the  anfwer 
jufl:  fent  to  France,  it  was  equally  vain  and  impo- 
litic to  attempt  to  fight  that  court  with  its  own 
favourite  weapons,  duplicity  and  artifice,  in  the  ufe 
of  which  it  had  always  difcovered  fuperior  expert- 
-    V  4  pcfs. 


;i9^  S£|:ret  ristort  or 

CHAP.      nefs.     Nor  did  the  fchetne  focceed  ia  Holl^. 

Ill  . 

>     ^     i     De  Witt,  who  was  prefent  when  the  meflage  was 

1667.  delivered,  diredbly  faw  the  drift  of  it ;  and  could 
not  fprbear  telling  the  States,  th^t  th?  deiign  was 
only  to  ftir  up  the  people  againft  the  magiflxates, 
and  iiv  fad  to  make  ihem  the  judges  of  the  condi- 
tions of  peace.  By  this  and  fqme  other  remarks 
he  prevailed  upon  the  States  General  forthwith  to 
declare  in  the  negative,  that  the  treaty  fhould  not 
be  at  the  Hague;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  aficr 
naming  again  Cologne  and  Francfort,  they  added, 
that  if  the  king  defireJ  to  do  them  the  honour  to 
appoint  it  in  any  part  of  their  dominions,  which 
thqy  (hould  not  prefume  to  propofe,  they  would 

^  confent  that  it  might  be  at  Breda,  or  Maefljich:, 

qr  a  place  or  two  more,  which  they  named. 

The  king  of  France,  who  foon  got  intelligence 
of  this  proceeding,  took  it  very  ill,  that,  at  a  time 
when  he  aded  with  fo  much  candour^  and  opened 
th^  door  to  a  treaty,  which  the  Dutch  had  pee- 
viflily  fliut  againft  it,  the  king  of  England,  after 
having  madcJiis  choice  of  the  alternative  offered, 
(hould  fend  thefe  underhand  overtures  to  the 
Hague.  But  the  Englilh  cabinet  had  as  much 
rcafon  to  complain  of  France  at  the  fame  time ; 
for  that  court,  upon  receiving  his  majefty*s  accep- 
tance of  the  propofed  alternative,  pretended  that 
Monfieur  Lionne  had,  through  fome  ovcrfight, 
Qmitted  inferting  in  the  propofals  a  claufe  refped 

ifig 
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ingtheifland  of  Poleron,  which  the  Dutch  pe-      CHAP, 
remptorily  infifted  upon  keeping.     Now  rfiis  was    1         '     » 
the  moft  ofien|ive  obilacle  that  could  be  thrown  la        1667. 
the  way  of  the  negociation.      Pokron    was  aa     ^  '  * 

Entered  fo  valuable,  that  Cromwell  had  infifted 
iipon  it  as  a  principal  article  of  the  peace  made 
with  the  Dutch,  by  which  he  acquired  great 
popularity;  and  the  king,  upon  his  reftoration, 
thought  his  honour  fo  much  concerned  in  not 
fuffering  his  fubjedbs  to  be  deprived  of  that 
right  which  Cromwell  had  vindicated,  that  he 
would  not  confqnt  to  a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,, 
without  the  renewal  of  the  fame  article,  the  non- 
performance of  which,  on  their  part,  his  majef^ 
had  declared  to  be  the  principal  caufe  of  the  rup- 
t\^re.  The  giving  up  that  point  would  therefore, 
ill  the  opinion  of  the  world,  draw  the  wl\ple  guilt 
of  the  war  upon  his  majefty,  or,  what  would  be  as 
bad,  tEe  reproach  of  having  purchafed  a  peace  ' 
upon  conditions  very  di(honourable  to  himfelf, 
and  at  the  charge,  ^trid  with  the  eftate  of  his  fiib- 
jedb.  This  was  very  ftrongly  urged  to  the  king  in 
the  feleft  committee,  and  he  was  thereby  perfuaded 
to  fend  back  a  difpatch  to  the  earl  of  St.  Alban's, 
wi^  a  very  lively  refentment  of  the  indignity  of- 
fered to  his  majefty,  in  the  French  court's  receding 
ffom  what  had  been  propofed  by  themfelves,  and 
in  ^ing  wh^t  his  majefty  was  refolved  never  to 
grant. 

Notwithftanding 
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CHA^  Notwithftanding  all  this,  ftew  overtures  tami 

>   ,  ^     i     from  the  king  of  France,  who  faid,.  that  the  Dutch 
t^7.       had  always  protefted  againft  any  treaty^  without 
the  rekafe  of  Poleron^  though  the  mention-  of  it 
had  been  unfortunately  omitted  by  bi&  minifter; 
but,  if  he  could  not  prevail  upon  his  alBcs  to  le- 
'    cede  from  that  point,  he  did  not  defpait  of  obliging 
them  to  give. a  confiderabk  fum  of  money  in  com- 
penfation  for  it.    He  tlierefore  oi^ed  the  appoint^ 
meAt  of  GommiflSoners  to  open  a  treaty,  wluch, 
if  once  begun,  he  was^  fure  would  not  be  broken 
off,  before  a  peace  (hould  be  cOA3Gl«ded     He  en- 
gaged that  the  Frmch  embafladors,  a^  footi  zs  diey 
met»  fihould  pt<$po{e  a  ceflation  fik^m  all  ^s  of 
boitillty,  to  which  he  bad  no  doubt  6{  an  imme- 
A%tt  afient.     He  added^  &at  t£^  iDutcb-  had  al^ 
i^eady  promifed  that  their  fleeC  fkotil^  retnain  in 
their  harbours  till  the  middle  of  Jll^;-  and*  he  en- 
gaged on  his  own  part  that  no  hoftile  a<5t  flioukl 
be  done  by  him  from  d^  prefent.  time,  and  that 
his  fleet  fliould  not?  ftir  out  of  port,  and  that  bis 
#mbafl[adors  fliould  in  all  things  behave  themfelves 
as  his  majefty  could  wilh,  that  particular  only  of 
Pderon  excepted,  for  which  they  (hould  aUb  cij- 
dieavour  to  obtain  a  compenfation. 

After  the  warmth  of  his  majefty's  indignation  on 
the  fubjedt  of  that  laft  article  was  a  litde  abated, 
he  was  very  willing  to  hear  any  thing  that  might 

revive 
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pcvive  the  hope  .of  a  tTetty>  beii^  indeed  juftljr      CHAP. 

^ifaimed  at  |he  CQXif|K)ueoces  that  miift  atfctid  the  ^  _^  ^ 

contimiaiKe  of  the  war  in  hia  prefent  conditioiu        if^ 

The  meotion  alfo  of  a  recompence  for  Poleron 

gave  the  hint  of  ^  expedient  for  lefiening  thft 

odiuin  that  might  be  incurred  by  giving  up  that 

iiland.  The  Eaft-India  company  were  font  for,  and 

told,  that  the  king  had  overtures  made  him  to*  ^ 

wards  a  peace,  the  grcateft  obdruftion  to  which 

ivas  likely  to  acife  from  tjbeir  intereit  in  the  iihud 

cf  Polerpn ;  but  thai  having  heard  ihAt  the  Dutch 

intexided  to  offer  an  adequate   recocnpence  fox 

it,  be  gave  them  this  timely  notice,  that  tbcf 

might  chufe  from  among  themfelves  (udx  peiiibait 

zs  bcft  ijnderftood  their  aflStirs,  to  go  over  with 

^  embaffadors,  and  to  be  confulted  when  this 

point  ihould  come  into  debate. 

The  whole  bulinefs  was  now  laid  before  a  fuB 
meeting  of  the  privy-council,  who  were  all  {cnfiWe 
©f  the  ncceffity  of  difpatch,  from  the  ftate  of  the 
king's  affairs,  and  therefore  readily  concyrred  in 
whatever  might  accelerate  the  opening  of  the  treaty. 
After  a  fl^rt  debate,  Breda  was  thought  the  leaft 
exceptionable  place  for  a  congrefs  ;  and  as  nothing 
fertlier  remained  to  be  determined  upon,  but  the 
appointment  of  embaffadors,  the  king  named  for 
that  jjurpofe  lord  HoUis,  who  had  been  lately  em- 
baflador  ia  France^  and  Mr.  Henry  Coventry, 
^ho  had  QifiWQ  miifJiahiliiy  in  thernegociatioa  witk 

Sweden. 


goo 

CHAIL 

IIL 

^        ^       / 

1667. 
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Sweden.  Though  nobody  duril  objeA  to  die 
king's  choite,  yet  it  gave  much  fecret  ofience  to 
lord  Arlington,  wlio  had  defigned  thatlionour  for 
himfelf  and  fir.  Thomas  CliiFord,  who  was  newly 
made  a  privy-councillor,  and  comptroller  of  the 
houfehold,  upon  the  death  of  fir  Hugh  Pollard, 


EmbadMors 
lent  by  all 
mrtiesto 


Difpatches  were  immediately  fent  to  Paris  and 
to  ^the.  Hague  with  advice  of  the  king's  determi- 
nation ;  and  the  different  powers^France,  Holland, 
and  Denmark  foon  appointed  their  refpe&ivc  de- 
puties *.  The  Swedilh  embafladors,  who  were  the 
only  mediators,  prepared  iikewife  to  go  to  the 
treaty  f,  having  %reed  with  the  king,  that,  if  the 
treaty  Qiould  not  produce*^^  peace,  of  which  no 
man  could  be  confident,  their  coqrt  would  imme- 
diately declare  in  favour  of  England,  both  againft 
tlie  Dutch  and  the  French.  This  afiurance  was 
the  more  encouraging,  as  the  8wedi(h  army, 
deemed  at  that  time  the  bell  in  Europe,  was  very 
near  the  dominions  of  the  States,  and  therefore  ca- 
pable of  adting  with-  immediate  efFeft.  In  order 
to  confirm  Sweden  in  thefe  fentiments,  means  were 
found  to  fupply  that  crown  with  a  fum  of  money 


.  *  The  French  plenipotentiaries  were  die  count  D'Eftradcs, 
and  monfieur  Courtine ;  thofe  of  the  States  General,  meifrs. 
Bevernich,  Hubert,  and  Yonftal ;  1  and  thofe  of  Denmark^ 
meiTrs.  Klingenbcig  and  Canifius.  • 

t  One  of  them  having  died  during  the  conferences  at  Breda, 
the  Swediih  embaffador  to  the  States  took  his  place. 

for 
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for  the  lupport  of  its  armyi  and  the  foundation      CHAf. 
was  laid  of  another  treaty,  (hortly  after  known  by'     1     /   ^ 
the  name  of  the  Triple  Alliance,  to  the  conferences        1667. 
upon  which  the  baron  D'Ifola,  the  emperor's  en- 
voy, was  alfo  privy.     All  things  being  thiis  ad- 
jufted,  and  Breda  having  been  agreed  to  by  France, 
and  Holland,  the  king  on  receiving  notice  that 
the  French  embaffadors  were  on  their  way  thither, 
ordered  his  own  embaffador?  to  depart,  with  the 
greater  difpatch,  as  it  was  now  the  month  of  May, 
when  the  feafon  for   hoftlle  operations  being,  at 
hand  made   it  neceflary  to  fecure  that ,  ceffation, 
which  the  king  of  France  had  promifed  to  obtain, 
as  foon^as  the  treaty  (hould  be  entered  upon.     A 
change,  which  took  place  about  the  fame  time  in 
a  very   important  department   of  adminiftration, 
obliges  me  to  interrupt  for  a  moment  my  remarks ' 
on  the  farther  progrefs^of  this  treaty. 

The  earl  of  Southampton,  the  lord  treafurer,  for  Death  of  die 
whofe  removal  from  office  fo  many  intrigues  had  f^g|.f^"' 
been  entered  into,  was  now  ready  to  expire  with 
the  ftone.  It  had  kept  him  in  great  paiji  many 
montlis,  and  he  had  fent  to  Paris  for  a  furgeon,  in 
order  to  be  cut,  but  had  deferred  it  too  long,  the 
phyficians  not  agreeing  on  the  nature  of  his  com- 
plaint ;  fo  that  at  laft  he  grew  'too  weak  to  undergo 
that  operation.  His  enemies,  who  had  made  the 
king  believe  that  his'majefty's  fervice  fuffered  ex- 
ceedingly 
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CKA^-      ceedingly  by  th^  ddky  of  his  fctfmef  pufpdfe  id 
^     /  _'     difmifs  the  tre^urer,  did  no£  think  thit  th^ir  tri- 
^My.        umph  would  be  notorious  enough,  if  tHey  fviflered 
the  eatl  to  die  in  the  office*    At  the  tery  time, 
therefore^  that  he  w^s  almod  ejij^ring  wkli  pain, 
they  ufged  the  king  to  Teftd  for  the  ftaff ;  but  the 
thanceltdf  again  prevailed  Upon  hitti  not  to  do  fe 
ungracidus  ah  ad  to  dne,  who  had  fenred  him  and 
his  father  fo  long  and  (o  femin^fly  ^  an  aft  alifii 
that  wad  to  fo  little  pufpdfe  aft  the  faVi(hing  an  of- 
fice unieafonably,  which  muft  in  fivd  of  fe  <ky? 
fall  into  his  majesty's  hands^  as  it  did  Wkhiii  Ufi 
His  office       time  by  the  earl's  death.    Ne^t  day  tl^  oftce  wa$ 
2J^^"'  put  into  commiffion,  and  configned  to  fir  WiHiafd 
Coventry,  fir  Thomas  Clifford,  fir  Jofeph   Odn^ 
combe,  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  and  Idird  Afhfey^ 
the  majority  of  whom  was  to  make  a  quotum, 
wiich  was  evidently  intended  to  throw  the  managi^ 
/  tnent  of  the  whole  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of  the 
three  firft,  the  dUke  being  added  to  the  number 
only  out  of  compliment,  and  lord  Afhley  on  ac- 
count of  his  place  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  king  expefted  that  as  fooh  as  the  embafia^ 
dors  fliould  meet,  a  ceffatidn  of  hoftilitieS  wouM 
be  the  firft  thing  agreed  upon,  x  The  French  pro- 
pofed  it,  according  to  their  mafter's  prdmifc,  and 
in  a  manner  which  feemed-to  imply  their  confi- 
dence in  its  being  acteded  to  5  nor  did  the  Dttch 

feciri 


feem  to  refufe  it,  but  anfwe/ed  that  the  abutting  CHAR 
all  things  in  order  to  a  tcflation  would  require  a$  ^  ^  ^ 
much  timfe  as  would  ferve  to  fini(h  the  treaty,  con-  i^y. 
fxdcring  that  ail  material  points  were  in  a  manner 
already  fettled  by  the  king's  having  made  his  choice 
of  the  alternative  offered  him.  This  and  fome  other 
inftances  of  their  f\if)erciHou«  behaviour  made  ic 
manifefl:  that  the  Dutch,  fuUy  ienfible  of  their  owa 
fuperiority,  and  of  the  kmg's  unprepared  and  at^ 
pioft  defencelefs  (late^  were  no  farther  inclined  ac 
that  time  to  a  peace,  than  as  they  were  urged  and 
alDioft  compelled  to  it  by  the  court  oi  France^ 
which  was  impatient  to  have  it  concluded-  They 
would  not  hear  any  mention  of  the  rc-djplivery  d 
Poleron,  which  they  faid  the  king  of  France  had 
promiied  (hould  not  be  demanded,  and  as  little 
about  any  recompence  in  money,  nor  would  thejf 
fuffer  the  merchant  deputies  from  the  Englilli  com- 
pany to  go  to  Amfterdam  to  confer  with  the  Eaft- 
India  company  there  o;i  the  fubjeft  of  any  compo- 
lition.  It  quickly  appeared  that  they  had  revenge 
in  their  hearts  for  the  lall  year's  affront  and  damage 
in  the  road  of  Ulye ;  and  that  they  were  refolved 
to  feize  the  prefent  opportunity  .of  rendering  Da 
Witt's  jnenaccs  effedual ;  for  the  pcnfionary  had 
often  faid,  "  tliatj  before  any  peace,  they  would 
leave  fome  fuch  mark  of  their  having  been  upon 
the  Englifti  coaft,  as  the  Englilh  had  left  upon 
that  of  Holland/* 

In 


5^4 

CHAP. 

m. 


1667. 

Datch  fleet 
enter  the 
Thames. 
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In  the  beginriing  of  June,  about  a  fortnight 
after  the  conferences  were  bejgfan*,  De  Ruyter 
failed  with  the  fleet  for  the  coaft  of  England ;  and 
liaving  a  fair  wind,  flood  for  the  river  Thames, 
which  put  the  county  of  Kent  into  fuch  an  alarm, 
that  all  near  the  fea  left  their  houfes  and  fled  into 
th^  country.  The  terl  of  Winchelfea,  who  was 
lord  lieutenant  of  that  coijnty,  being  at  that  time 
cmbaflador  at  Conftantinoplc,  and  the  deputy  lieu- 
tenants, frofti  the  divifion  and  equity  of  their 
power,  wanting  fufficient  authority  in  a  moment 
of  fuch  general  diftraftion,  the  king  fent  down 
lieutenant-general  Middleton  with  commiflion  to 
draw  all  the  trained  bands  together,  and  all  the 
forces  that  could  be  colleded  from  the  neighbour- 
ing counties ;  and  in  confequcnce  a'very  large  body 
of  horfe  and  foot  was  foon  aflembled  at  Rocheftcr. 


It  How  appeared  how  little  had  been  dohe  to- 
wards executing  even  the  plan  of  defence,  to  \^^hich 
all  preparations  for  the  prefent  year  were,  from  the 
moft  unfortunate  mifmanagement,  necefl[arily  con- 
fined. At  Sheernefs;  where  there  had  been  fo  much 


*  The  Englifti  embafladors  did  not  arrive  at  Breda  till  the 
t^\'entieth  of  Ma}',  and  De  Ruyter  with  fifty  ihips  came  on  the 
eighth  of  June  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  whence  he  detached 
liis  vice-admiral  Van  Ghent  on  the  tenth  with  feventcen  of 
his  lighteft  fliips;  and  fome  firefliips,  which  did  the  damage,  irA 
fprcad  the  conllernation  that  are  now  to  be  defcribed. 

'  .  '  tali 
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talk  of  ereAing  a  fort  for  the  fecurity  of  the  river,      ^^4^' 
and  whither  the  kinghitnfelf  had  gone  twice  iii  the  '    • 

winter,  there  were  a  company  or  two  of  foldiersi  i66j, 
but  the  fortifications  were  fo  weak  and  ilnfiniftied, 
and  all  other  means  of  refiftance  fo  entirely  want- 
ing, that  the  Dutch  fleet  no  fooner  approached  it 
than  with  their  cannon  they  beat  all  the  works  flat, 
and  drove  the  men  from  the  ground,  and  then 
landing  fomc  of  their  own  troops  in  boats,  they 
feemed  tefolved  to  fortify  and  keep  it.  This  put 
the  country  into  a  flame,  and  the  news  of  it  ex- 
ceedingly difturbed  the  king.  He  was  fenfible  of 
the  confequence  of  the  place,  and  how  eafily  it 
might  have  been  fecured;  and  was  the  more 
troubled  that  it  had  b^en  negleded.  The  duk)c  of 
Albemarle  was  immediately  ordered  to  march  to 
Chatham  with  a  party  of  the  guards,  and  fome  re- 
giments of  the  trained  bands,  which  the  city  offered 
with  great-  alacrity*  When  the  duke  reached  Chat- 
ham, he  found  Middleton  in  fo  good  a  pofture, 
and  fo  good  a  body  of  men,  that  he  had  no  appre- 
henflon  of  any  attempt  the  Dutch  could  make  at 
land;  and  wrote  with  great  confidence  on  that 
head  to  the  king,  informing  his  niajefty,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  be  had  put  a  chain  over  the  river, 
which  would  hinder  the  Dutch  from  coming  up, 
adding,  that  if  they  (hould  venture  to  land  any 
where,  which  he  believed  they  durft  not  do,  he 
would  foon  make  them  repent  it. 

VOL.  II.  X  Them 
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CHAP.  There  was,  indeed,  no  danger  of  the  enemy's 

c  '  i  making  any  confiderable  attempt  by  land* ;  thcj' 
1667^  were  too  wife  to  think  of  it :  their  bulinefs  was  an 
element  tliey  had  more  confidence  in,  and  more 
power  upon:  they  had  good  intelligence  how 
loofely  all  things  weie  left  in  the  river  ;  and  there- 
fore, as  foon  as  the  tide  came  to  help  them,  they 
failed  up,  not  minding  the  chain,  which  their  (hips 
broke  in  pieces,  and  paiTed  without  theleaft  paufe. 
AH  men  were  fo  confounded  to  fee  the  Dutch 
fleet  advance  over  the  chain,  which  they  unikil- 
fully  looked  upon  as  a  wall  of  brafs,  that  they 
knew  not  what  to  do.  The  duke  of  Albemarle 
himfelf,  thbugh  of  a  temper  void  of  fear,  was  to- 
tally at  a  lofs  what  expediients  to  adopt,  or  what  or- 
ders to  give  in  fuch  an  emergency.  There  w^erc 
two  or  three  fliips  of  the  royal  navy  negligently 
left  in  the  river,  which  might  have  been  very  eafiiy 
drawn  into  fafety,  and  could  be  of  no  imaginable 
ufe  in  the  place,  where  they  were  left.  Into  one 
of  thefe  the  duke  put  himfelf,  and  invited  the 
young  gentlemen,  who  were  volunteers  to  accom- 
pany him,  which  they  readily  did  in  great  num- 
bers, with  only  pikes  in  their  hands.  But  force 
of  his  friends  whifpered  to  him  how  unadvifed  that 

*  Doleman,  whofe  name  was  particularly  mentioned  with  tvo 
mbers  in  the  bill  for  attainting  all  Englifli  fubje&  who  fhooM 
remain  ill  the  Dutch  fervice,  was  on  board  this  fleet,  and  to 
fliew  his  refentment  of  that  adl,  landed  fevcral  times  with  a 
party  pf  forces,  and  put  the  country  under  contributloiL 

refolution 
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tcfolution  was,  and  how  defperate  without  proba-       CHAP: 
bility  of  fuccefs,  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  approaching     i     /    * 
as  faft  as  the  tide  would  enable  them.     He  was        1667.. 
thus  prevailed  with  to  go  on  (hore,  which  if  he  had 
not  done,-  both  he  himfelf  and  two  or  three  hun- 
dred of  the  nobility  and  prime  gentry  of  the  king 
would  have  inevitably  perilhed.     All  thofe  fhips 
and  fome  merchantmen  laden  and  ready  to  put  to 
fea,  were  prefently  in  a  flame,  the  Dutch  com- 
mander, knowing  that  he  could  not  carry  them 
them  off,  having  given  orders  to  burn  them  *. 

The  people  of  Chatham,  who  may  be  in  fome 
fort  looked  upon  as  an  army  of  feamen,  and  who 
tnight  and  ought  to  have  fccurcd  all  thofe  (hips, 
which  they  had  time  enough  to  have  done,  were 
in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  diflraftion.  The  chief  of- 
ficers there  employed  all  the  boats  and  lighter  vef- 
fels,  which  fhould  have  towed  up  the  fliips,  to 
carry  away  their  own  goods  and  houfehold  fluff; 
and  gave  what  they  left  behind  for  loft.  Siich  in 
fad  was  the  general  confufion  and  defpair,  that  if 
the  Dutch  had  profecuted  their  advantage  with  vi-  ^ 
gour,  they  might  have  burned  the  entire  navy  at 

♦  They  burnt  three  large  (hips  of  the  line,  which  had  been 
taken  from  themfelves  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  carried 
away  with  them  the  hull  of  the  Royal  diaries  j  and  a  little 
hi^er  up  the  river,  they  alfo  burnt  the  Royal  Oak,  the  Royal 
London,  and  the  Great  James,  befides  iieveral  merchant  fhips  of 
^onQderabk  value,  as  above  intimated. 

X  2  Chath&m 
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CHAP.      Chatham,  and  taken  or  deftroyed  all  the  (hips  Aaf 

J  lay  higher  up  the  river,  and  fo  have  ab^ndandy 

x66^.        revenged  themfelves  for  what  they  had  (uflfered  in 

the  road  of  Ulye.  But  they  thought  they  had  done 

enough,  and  fo  made  ufe  of  the  ebb  to  carry  them 

.  back  again.     Their  fleet  then  failing  r<)tind  the 

coaft  continued  to  fpread  alarm,  and  to  enjoy  the 

pleafure  of  their  infulting  triumph  witfe  confciou^ 

fecurity  *. 

The  report  of  the  dilafter  in  the  river,  and  tfie 
ilame  of  the  fhips  which  were  burnt,  made  it  eafily 
believed  in  London,  fhat  all  Chatliam  was  reduced 
to  aihes,  that  the  enemy  had  landed  icr  manr 
places,  and  that  their  fleet  was  already  come  up  as 
far  as  Greenwich,  with  many  other  excrava^uicies 
which  naturally  arofe  in  timid  minds.  Nor  was 
the  confufion  lefs  in  the  court  itfelf,  where  thofc 
who  had  moft  promoted  the  rupture  at  fitft, 
and  reproached  fuch  as  were  againft  it  widi  want 
of  public  fpirit,  and  who  had  never  fp^ken  of  the 
Dutch  but  with  cbntempt,  as  a  nation  rather  wor- 
thy to  be  cudgelled  than  fought  with,  were  now 
tlie  moft   dejected  men   that  can    be   imagined. 

*  De  Ruytcr  made  an  attempt  to  burn  the  (hips  in  Fottf- 
mouth  harbour,  but  failed,  probably  for  want  of  fire-fhips.  He 
then  failed  to  the  weftward,  and  took  fome  (hips  in  Torbij. 
Thence  direAing  his  courfe  eaftward,  he  chaced  a  fquadron  of 
'^ nineteen  (hips,  commanded  by  fir  Edward  Spragge,  who  was 
obliged  to  retire  up  the  Thames. 

They 
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Hicy  niiled  bitterly  at  the  advifers  of  fo  ruinous  a      CHAK 
war;  and  wiftied  that  a  peace,  as  the  only  hope,  v. 


were  imde  on  any  terms.  In  Ihort,  the  conftemar  2667. 
lion  in  both  city  and  couft  was  as  great  as  if  the  ^ 
Dutch  had  not  only  been  mailers  of  the  river,  but 
had  really  landed  an  army  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
men.  Whoever  remembers  that  conjundlure,  and 
was  then  prefent  in  the  galleries  and  private  apart- 
ments at  Whitehall,  whither  all  the  world  flocked 
with  equal  liberty,  can  eafily  call  to  mind  many 
infiances  of  fuch  wild  defpair,  and  even  ridicu- 
lous apprehcnfions  as  I  am  willing  to  forget,  and 
would  not  that  the  lead  mention  of  them  fhoulcj 
Tcxnsaru 

This  unrcafonable  diftemper  did  not  pafs  away, 
when  it  was  known  that  the  Dutch  fleet  had  left  the 
river,  and  had  withdrawn  their  men  from  Sheer- 
nefs,  which  was  a  manifeftation  very  fufficient  that 
ttiey  had  no  defign  upon  land.  There  remained  a 
ftrong  perfuafion  in  the  minds  of  many,  that  they 
would  returri  again;  in  whicl^  they  were  confirmed  . 
by  intelligence  that  the  Dutch  were  flill  upon  the 
coafts,  and  gave  the  fame  alarni  now  to  EflTex  and 
Suffolk,  as  they  had  before  done  to  Kent.  It  was 
faid,  that  they  meant  to  attack  Harwich,  which 
drew  all  the  trained  bands  of  thofe  counties  to  the 
fca-fide;  and  the  duke  of  York  went  diither  to 
conduft  them,  if  there  ftiould  be  QCcafiQi^w 

X3  In     • 
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^ff T^^-  In  this  perplexity  the  king  was  not  at  eafc,  Md 

*  ^  '  the  lefs  fo,  becaufe  every  man  took  the  libcrt)'  to 
1667.  fpeak  to  him  of  the  difcontents  and  general  outcry 
of  the  people  all  o'xr  the  kingdom,  and  to  give 
him  copnfel  what  was  to  be  done.  Some  advifoi 
him  to  call  the  parliament,  which  had  been  pro- 
rogued to  the  twentieth  of  Odoher,  and  it  was  noir 
only  the  middle  of  June ;  but  it  being  a  current 
opinion,  that  upon  a  prorogation  the  parliamcat 
pnnot  be  convened  before  the  day,  though  upon 
an  adjournment  it  may,  they  broiight  Mr.  Prynnc, 
the  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  privately 
to  the  king,  to  fatisfy  hini,  that  upon  an  extraor- 
dinary occafion  it  might  be  done ;  and  Prynne's 
judgment,  which  his  majefty  undervalued  enough 
in  all  other  cafes,  very  rniich  confirmed  him  in 
what  he  had  a  mind  to.  Hq  fancied  it  was  the 
only  expedient  that  would  give  hini  cafe  in  liis 
prefent  difficulties;  though  moft  difcerning  men 
thought  that  fuch  a.conjundure  was  fo  unfeafos- 
able  for  the  meeting  and  deliberations  of  a  parlia- 
ment, that  if  they  had  been  litting,  t^ie  mp.ft  wliole- 
fome  advice  would  be  to  feparate  them,  till  thac 
occafion  (bould  be  over,  which  could  be  beft  pro- 
vided for  by  a  more  contracted  council. 

Among  Qther  difcontents,  which  his  majefty  did 

i^ot  fupppfe  it  poffible  to  allay  without  the  aid  of 

^  parliament,  the  clamour  of  the  army  gave  hip 

panicuUr 
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particular  uneafinefs.     In  the  beginning  of  the      ^5^^^' 
fummer,  when  he  had  refolved  to  have  no  fleet  at  ^ 

fea,  there  were  many  reafons  which  induced  him  1667. 
to  increafe  his  forces  at  land  *;  and  that  he  might 
do  it,  without  jealoufy  of  the  people,  he  gave  com- 
miflion  to  three  or  four  pcrfons  of  the  nobility  6f 
great  fortunes  and  good  names  to  raife  regiments 
of  foot,  and  to  others  for  troops  of  horfe,  which 
was  done  with  great  expedition,  and  upon  their 
firft  mufters  they  all  received  one  month's  pay.  ' 
Some  of  thofe  levies  were  fent  to  quell  an  infurrecr 
tion  at  Invernefs,  and  others  were  ordered  co  dif-' 
ferent  ports  upon  the  coaft ;  but  it  was  in  view, 
that,  upon  the  expiration  of  that  month,  there  " 
mud  be  new  pay  provided  for  thofe  regiments  and 
troops.  Then  the  trained  bands,  which  had  been 
drawn  together,  had  continued  for  one  month, 
which  was  as  long  as  the  law  required ;  and  now 
cxpeftcd  to  receive  pay,  or  to  be  difmifled.  A 
mutiny,  or  fome  other  violence  was  therefore  ap- 
prehended, and  money  fcemed  to  be  the  only 
remedy,  which  the  new  commiflioners  of  the  trea- 
fury  wanting  credit  to  procure,  they  were  very  im- 
portunate with  the  king  to  iflue  out  his  proclama- 
tion for  the  immediate  meeting  of  parliament  as 
the  only  refource. 

♦  His  principal  reafon  was  to  g;uard  againft  the  juft  refent- 
ment  of  his  fiibje6ls,  whofe  generofity  and  confidence  he  hacf 
abufed,  whofe  blood  and  treafure  he  had  waded,  and  whom  hp 
had  involved  in  unprecedented  difgrace  and  calami^. 

X  4  After 


-  ins 
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After  the  king  had  taken  this  refolution,  he  de- 
fired  to  make  it  appear  the  refult  of  a  debase  in 
council,  though  he  knew  it  w^$  contrary  to  the 
in  fenfe  of  ipiany  of  the  niembers.  Having  called  them 
together,  he  opened  the  bufinefs  himfelf :  he  told 
them,  "  that  they  all  faw  the  ftreights  he  was  in, 
the  infolence  of  the  enemy >  and  the  general  cS- 
ftemp€fr  of  the  natioq,  which  made  it  manifeft  that 
it  was  neceflary  foi  him  to  have  an  army  ready 
againft  whatever  might  happen :  that  he  had  no 
money,  and  knew  nqt  where  to  get  any,  nor  cculJ 
imagine  any  other  way  to  provide  againft  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  were  in  view,  than  by  convening  die 
parliament."  He  then  exprefled  a  with  to  know 
the  opinion  of  his  council  on  this  or  any  other  ex- 
pedient ;  but  declared  his  own  fentiments  fo  fully, 
that  it  was  plain  enough,  that  he  thought  that  re- 
medy the  beft  that  could  be  applied. 

When  his  majefty  had  done  fpeaking  what  ht 
intended,  three  or  four  of  thofe  who  had  privately 
given  the  advice,  and  were  very  defirous  that  it 
^  might  be  followed,  enlarged  themfelves  in  the  de- 
bate, that  the  foldiers  could  not  he  kept  together 
without  money,  which  was  only  to  be  obtained 
from  parliament,  the  aflembling  of  whom,  not- 
withftanding  the  prorogation,  they  were  confident 
might  be  lawfully  and  regularly  done.  In  order 
to  preveiit  oppofition,  they  challenged  thofe,  who 

might 
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might  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  to  propofe  £bme      CHAP, 
other  way  how  the  king  might  get  money*  i         '     f 


it  was  eafy  for  the  chancellor  to  perceive  that 

this  challenge  was  particularly  levelled  at  him,  as 

he  had  not  been  any  way  referved  in  his  private 

difcourfe,  to  urge  feveral  reafons  againft  the  mea*. 

fure.     He  now  faid,  "  he   knew  well  upon  what 

di(advantage  he  fpoke,  a^id  how  unpopular  a  thing 

it  was  to  fpeak  againft  convening  the  parliament  in 

thofe  ftreights,  which  feemed  to  be  capable  of  no 

other  remedy.     Yet  fince  he  thought  neither  the 

remedy  proper  to  the  difeafe,  nor  that  it  could  be 

applied  in  time,  he  could  not  concur  with  thole 

who  advifed  it.  "  Moft  men,"  he  obferved,  "  who 

had  any  knowledge  in  the  law,  did  confefs,   that 

when  the  parliament  flood  prorogued  to  a  certain 

day,  the  convening  them  upon  a  fooner  day  was 

very  doubtful ;  and  to  him,  upon  all  the  difquifi*- 

tions  he  could  make,  it  was  very  clear  that  it  could 

not  be  done  ;  and  therefore  he  defired  the  judges 

might  be  confulted  on  that  point  before  any  refolu^ 

tion   (hould  be  taken*.      The  temper  of  both 

*  It  is  curious  to  fee  the  chancellor  fo  vehement  in  arguing 
againft  the  right  of  convening  parliament  upon  any  emci'gency 
during  a  prorogation,  in  the  prefence  of  a  king,  whofe  preroga- 
tive he  himfelf  had  fatally  contributed  to  carry  to  the  moft  un- 
conilitutional  extent  in  matters  of  much  gi%ater  in^Kirtance ;— - 
a  king,  who  cared  neither  for  the  forms  of  law,  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  or  thp  rights  of  the  people,  when  they  lay  in  the  way 
of  his  arbitrary  purpofe$. 

houfes," 


i66y. 
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CHAP.      houfes*,'*  he  added,  "  was  well  known,  and  that  it 

IIL 
>    ^      i     could  not  be  prefumed,  that  when  they  (hould 

1667.        come  together,  the  firfl;  debate  would  be  on  the 
manner  of  their  being  fo  brought  together,  and 
whether  they  were  in  a  capacity  to  aft  -,  and  he 
doubted  there  would  be  very  few,  who  would  be 
forward  to  pafs  an  aft  in  a  feafon,  when  the  vali- 
dity of  it. might  be  queftioned  by  thofc,  who  had 
no  mind  to  pay  any  obedience  to  it :  but  if  their 
meeting  was  deligned  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  take   their  advice  upon  all   occurrences,   he 
thought  it  well  wonh  confidering,  whether  in  the 
prefent  general  diftemper,  fuch  an  affembly  might 
not  interrupt  all  other  confultations  and  expedients, 
and  yet  propofe  none,  and  fo  increafe  the  confii- 
fion."     He  concluded,  "  that,  if  the  urgency  of 
affairs  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  make  it  abfo 
lutely  neceflary  to  convene  a  parliament,*  and  if 
/         that  which  ftood  prorogued,  could  not  lawfully 
je-aflemble  till  the  twentieth  of  Odbober,  as  he 
was  confident  it  could  not,  there  was  no  queftioa 
to  be  made  but  that  the  king  might,  by  his  procla* 
mation,  prefently   diflblve  the  prorogued  parlia- 
ment, and  iflue  out  writs  for  the  fpeedy  calling  of 
another,  againft  whi;:h  there  could  be  no  excep- 
tion/* 

A  few  of  the' chancellor's  (launcheft  friends  de- 
clared themfelves  of  the  fame  opinion,  which 
greatly  difappointed  the  other  party,  who  hoped 

the 


THE   K£IGN    OP    CHARLES    11.  315 

the  chancellor  would  be  left  alone  in  the  fupportof 
an  advice,  which  they  believed  nobody  elfe  would 
have  the  courage  to  defend.  The  advocates  for  1667. 
immediately  calling  together  the  prorogued  parlia* 
ment  declaimed  vehemently  againil  the  idea  of  a 
diflbhition.  They  magnified  the  affoftions  of  both 
houfes  ;  faid  that  the  king  could  never  hope  to  fee 
a  parliament  better  conftituted  for  his  fervice,  or 
fo  many  of  the  members  at  his  difpofal ;  but  that 
he  muft  exped  that  the  prelbyterians  would  be 
chofen  in  all  places,  and  that  thofe,  who  were  now 
moll  eminent  iot  oppoling  his  wifhes,  would  be 
re-ele6ted,  while  his  mod  zealous  friends  would  be 
every  where  thrown  out.  The  debate  on  this  point 
was  likely  to  beget  feme  warmth,  when  the  king 
put  an  end  to  it,  by  declaring  his  confidence  in  the 
prefent  parliament  and  his  refolution  not  to  diflblve 
it ;  and  by  defiring  the  members  of  the  council  to 
confine  their  difcourfe  to  the  other  point,  what  he 
was  to  do  towards  the  raifing  of  money,  or  how  he 
(hould  be  able  to  maintain  the  army,  if  he  de- 
ferred calling  the  parliament  till  the  day  to  which 
it  flood  prorogued. 

The  old'argament,  that  nothing  could  be  done 
without  the  aid  of  parliament,  was  now  renewed 
with  greater  confidence ;  and  the  fupporters  of  it 
demanded,  rather  in  an  infulting  manner,  that 
thofp,  who  were  againft  it,  might  be  obliged  to 
offer  their  advice,  what  other   courfc  fhould  be 

taken 
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CSHAA  taken.  His  xnijefty  himfclf  afked  die  chancellor 
^  ^ '  i  with  feme  quicknefs  what  he  propofed,  to  which 
1667.  he  replied,  "  that  if  in  truth  what  wsw  fo  confi- 
dently infilled  upon  by  others,  was  in  the  nature 
<^  it  not  prafticable,  or  being  pra&ifed  could  not 
produce  the  effeft  propofed,  it  ought  to  be  hid 
^fide,  that  men  might  apply  their  thoughts  un- 
biafled  to  find  out  fome  other  expedient :  that  he 
thought  it  very  clear  that  the  parliament  could  qot 
be  aflembled,  though  the  proclamation  were  iifued 
out  that  very  hour,  within  Icfs  than  twenty  days ; 
and  that  even  fuppofing  theni  willing,  and  checked 
by  no  doubt  of  their  being  lawfully  qualified  to 
grant  a  fupply  of  money,  alj  men  knew  the  forma* 
lity  of  that  tranfaftion  would  require  fo  much  time, 
that  money  could  not  be  thereby  obtained  ibon 
enough  either  to  raife  an  army,  or  to  maintain  that 
part  of  it  already  raifed,  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
an  enemy  now  upon  the  coaft,  and,  as  (bme  pre- 
tended, ready  every  day  to  rtiajce  a  defcent  y  and 
yet  the  fending  out  a  proclamation  for  re-aflem- 
bling  the  parliament,  would  inevitably  put  an  end 
to  all  other  counfels  and  deliberations :  that  (or.  hi| 
part  he  believed  that  the  Dutch  had  latisfied  them* 
felves  in  the  affront  they  had  already  given,  and 
could  not  be  in  any  condition  to  purfue  it,  without 
the  affiftance  of  the  French,  of  whom  there  could 
be  now  no  well-founded  apprehenfion ;  and  that 
his  majefly  had  reafon  to  believe,  ''that  the  prefent 
treaty  would  in  a  Ihort  time  put  aii  end  to  all  ho* 

ftilitics. 
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iSlitics,  though  the  power  and  artifice  of  De  Witt 
had  hitherto  prevented  a  ceffation  :  that,  as  to  the 
fupport  of  the  troops  now  on  foot  to  guard  the 
coafts,  fince  money  could  not  be  found  for  their 
pay,   without  which   free   quarter  could  not  be 
avoided,  the  only  practicable  method  of  preventing 
this  laft  evil  was  to  write  to  the  lieutenants  and  de- 
puty lieutenants  of  the  counties,  where  the  army 
was  obliged  to  remain,  that  they  would  caufe  pro- 
tifions  of  all  kinds  to  be  brought  into  thofe  quar- 
ters, that  fo  the  foldiers  may  not  be  compelled  to 
ftragglc   abroad  to   provide   their   own   vidtuals, 
which  would  end  in  the  worft  kind  of  free  quar- 
ter ;  and  that  the  like  letters  might  be  written  to 
the  neighbouring   counties,  wherein   no   foldiers 
were  quartered,  to  raife  money  by  way  of  contri- 
bution, (as  in  the  late  civil  war)  which  fliould  be 
abated   out  of  the  next  impofitions,  that  fo  the 
troops  might  be  enabled  to  continue  in  the  pofts 
where  they  were  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
in  the  benefit  of  which  thofe  other  counties,  though 
not  immediately  threatened,  had  d^tn  fhare,   and 
without  which  they  muft  themfelves  be  expofed  to 
the  diforder  of  the  foldiers,  and  poffibly  to  the  in- 
vafion  of  the  enemy."     This  advice  ferved  only  to 
ftirnifli  the  chancellor's  adverfaries  with  very  plaufi- 
hle  means  of  ruining  him  with  both  the  parliament 
and  the  people.  The  council,  though  far  from  being 
^wanimous,  acquiefced  in  the  contrary  rcfolution, 
^  being  agreeable  to  the  king  ^  and  a  proclamation 

was 


J 
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CHLAP:      was  accordingly  iffued  to  require  both  houfes  to 
meet  on  a  d^  appointed  in  the  beginning  of 


m. 


X667.       Auguft. 


All  this  time  the  treaty  proceeded  at  Breda  as 
faft  as  die  imperious  humour  of  the  Dutch  would 
fufFer  it.    The  French  king  declared  himfclf  much 
oflfended  with  their  proceedings  at  fea  j  and  his  cm- 
bafladors  fpoke  fo  loud,  that  the  States,  having 
fully  gratified  their  intended  revenge,  gave  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  deputies  not  to  be  very  percmptcwry 
upon  fmall  objedts ;  and  fent  fuch  orders  to  De 
Ruyter,  that  there  was  no  more  hoftility  of  any 
moment :  only  their  fleet  remained  at  fea,  that  it 
Height  appear  they  were  mafters  of  it.     But  not- 
withftanding  this  (hew  of  condefcenfion  on  the  part 
of  the  States,  they  were  determined  to  iniift  upon 
their  own  terms  in  the  moft  injportant  articles; 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  fame  reafon,  which 
moved  the  French  to  ufe  all  poflible  diligence  to 
bring   the  treaty  to  an  end,  prevailed  with  the 
Dutch   to   ufe   all    the    delays  they  could,   that 
it  might  be  prolonged.     The  king   of  France^ 
whofe  troops  were  in  readinefs  to  invade  Flanders,* 
was  impatient  to  march,  and  yet  defirous  of  firft 
concluding  this  treaty,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  fuch  an  alliance  with  England,  as 
might  favour  his  purpofes;  and  the  Dutch,  on  the 
other  hand,  who  had  no  mind»that  the  expedirion 
fljould  be  profecuted,  and  as  much  feared  the  con- 
'  fcquenccs 
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fcqucnoes  of  fuchan  alliance,  fecrcdy  wiflied  that      CHAP, 
the  treaty  might  not  be  concluded  till  the  winter  i         *     ^ 
drew  nearer.  *       *'  ^  1667. 

While  matters  feemcd  to  remain  in  this  ftate  of 
fiifpenfe,  the  king  of  France  put  an  end  to  all  far- 
ther doubts  of  his  intentions,  by  marching  into  the 
heart  of  Flanders,  not  without  fome  intimation 
given  by  his  embaffadors,  that  if  the  Dutch  did 
not  finilh  the  treaty,  he  would  conclude  for  what 
concerned  himfelf.  In  truth,  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  give  the  law  to  either  party,  and  to  in- 
cline the  balance  to  whatever  fide  he  plcafed.  BiiC 
willing  alio  to  conciliate  both  as  far  as  poffible,  he 
ftrove  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  a  mediator, 
while  he  fecretly  flattered  each  with  aflurances  of 
his  partial  regard.  The  fuddennefs  of  his  march 
into  Flanders  fpread  fuch  an  alarm  in  Holland^ 
that  the  States  quickly  removed  all  obftacles  to  the 
concluiion  of  the  treaty,  except  making  any  com- 
penfation  for  the  ifland  of  Poleron,  or  fatisfying  the 
Englilh  merchants  for  the  lofs  of  the  two  (hips 
referred  to  a  court  of  judicature  in  the  treaty  of 
1662  ;  both  which  they  ftill  pertinacioufly  refufed. 
As  thefe  had  been  the  principal  grounds  of  the 
war,  our  embaifadors  would  not  confent  without 
farther  knowledge  of  the  king's  pleafure ;  and  fo 
one  of  them,  Mr.  Henry  Coventry,  came  to  give 
his  majefty  an  account  of  all  particulars,  and  to 
receive  his  final  determination. 

When 


^±4  toi^ST  msTdtft  oif 

bSUJf.  WIkq  k  was  found  tbat  France  woald  no^ 

-^  abandoo  die  intereft  of  the  DuccIIl  m  diofe  mare* 

^^^  rial  amcles,  though  her  embafladors  had  6ppofed 
iPbKiecon-  othet  pretenfions  of  theirs,-  and  had  even  ufed 
menaces  in  refifting  fome  violent  propofaia  jiiade 
bjr  the  Dane,  his  majefty  fent  for  the  Eaft  India 
company,  and  motioned  his  great  unwillingnefs 
to  do  any  thing  to  their  injury,  and  his  fixt  refolu- 
tion  never  to  relcafe  their  right  without  their  own 
confent.  They  anfwered,  "  that  they  did  not  wi(h 
Aeir  private  concerns  (hould  interrupt  what  was  lb 
neceflary  for  the  kingdom  at  large  s  and  acknow- 
ledged that,  if  the  war  continued,  they  (hould  in 
many  refpefts  fuftain  a  greater  lofs  than  could  be 
repaired  even  by  the  acquifition  of  the  dbje£ks  now 
in  difpute :  they  were  therefore  willing  to  iacrifice 
thpif  claims  to  the  public  peace/'  This  obftacle 
being  thus  removed,  Mr.  Coventry  returned  to 
Breda,  and  in  a  few  day$  after  his  arrival  there  all 
matters  were  adjufted,  and  ihe  treaty  was  fign^  on 
the  Dventy.firft  of  July  *. 

There 

^  By  this  difgraceful  termination  of  the  war  Ciiarles  was 
forced  to  relinquifh  all  the  obJe6Vs,  for  which  he  pretended  to 
have  undertaken  it.  In  the  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  par- 
ticular treaty  with  Holland  it  was  flipulated,  that  all  acquifitions 
^  of  territory,  or  any  other  fpecies  of  property  made  by  either 
party,  whether  during  the  war,  or  before,  fhould  remain  with 
the  prefcnt  pofleflbi's  without  any  Compenfation,  or  reflitutiod 
for  the  fame.  Thus  the  ifland  of  Polcron  and  Downing's  cJaim 
rf  eight  hundred  thouland  pounds  for  pretended  bjurics  to 

Engliih 


vor.  h.  y  /JHAP- 
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There  could  be  no  longer  any  reafon  for  pcffiff-       ^It^'* 
Ing  in  the  former  pilrpofe  US  urge  parliament  to  a  ^ 

^ery  difpiitable  exercife  of  their  authority.  There  1667^ 
was  now  no  farther  ufe  for  ari  army,  arid  caiife 
enough  to  difband  the  forces  already  raifed.  As 
ttie  proclamation  had  been  iffiied  for  their  meeting 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  liis  majefly  went  to 
the  houfe  of  lords  on  the  day  appointed,  and  fend- 
ing for  the  comitiofls'  to  attend  him,  he  told  his 
parliament^  "  that  fince  the  condition  of  His  affairs 
was  not  (b  full  bf  difficulty,  as  k  had  been  when 
he  fent  out  his  proclahiatibn ;  and  fincfe  many  were 
of  opinion,  that  thfere  might  doubts  arife  on  the 
regularity  of  their  meeting,  he  was  content  to  dif- 
mifs  them  till  the  twentieth  of  Oftober/*  Upon 
this  both  houfes  feparated  without  any  debate. 

Fnglifli  merchAnts  were  given  tap.  without  theftnalleft  fati^c- 
tion.  The  country  of  Arc^ia  in  Ndrth  America  was  alfo  icx* 
changed  for  fomc  conquelb  made  byfrance  in  the  Weft  Indies; 
and  as  a  reward  to  the  king  of  Denmark  for  the  part  he  had 
d<>^ed,  a  debt  due  frdih  him  to  the  Hamburgh  company  was 
fanfeclled. 


y 
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C  H  A  P.    IV. 

perilous  Jituation  of  the  chancellor — Mejfage  from  the 
,  king — Sir  Orlando  Bridgman  made  lord-keeper--^ 
New  tempeft  raifed  againft  the  difgraced  minifler^^ 
Som^  viSiim  thought  necejfary  to  appeafe  the  refeni- 
ment  of  the  nation^ — Catife  of  the  dtike  of  Bucking- 
ham's perfonal  animojity — The  king  informs  parlia- 
ment of  the  change  in  his  councils — Addrefs  of  thanks 
pn  the  earl  of  Clarendon^ s  removal^^abaU  er^erti 
into  for  his  farther  profecution-^Heads  of  the  charges 
brought  againjl  him-^^^'ote  for  his  impeacbment-^ 
Refujal  of  the  lords  to  commit  him^^The  earPs  me- 
tises for  quitting  the  kingdom^'-^His  petition  to  rbe 
brnfe  of  lords — Vote  for  its  being  burnt  by  the  cm- 
mn  hangman — J£i  pajfedfor  the  earl  of  Clarendon  s 
intapacity  and  banijfhment — Seeming  change  in  the 
fyjiem  of  court -politics-^Caufe  of  new  overtures  u 
the  Dutch — ^Chara^er  and  negociations  qfjir  ffH- 
Ham  Temple — Extraordinary  exertions  to  effeS  the 

.  fpeedy  ratification  of  the  Triple  Alliance — Secret  in- 
dignation of  the  French  king  at  this  treaty — ^^• 
lutiant  ajjent  of  the  Spanifh  miniflry — Peace  con- 
cluded at  Aix'la-Chapelle — Independency  of  Portu- 
gal acknowledged — New  counjels  adopted  in  favour 
of  the^mi'conformijls — Oppqfition  of  the  commons-^ 

Inquin 
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Inquiry  into  the  mifmanagement  of  the  late  war — 
Appointment  of  commiffioners  of  accounts — Impa- 
tience of  miniftry  for  the  money-bill — Violent  conteft 
between  both  houfe^  on  a  point  of  judicature. 

THE  relief  from  thofe  cares,  in  which  the      ^^^• 
court  favourites  were  involved  by  the  dif-  t      -  _  _f 
aftrous  incidents  of  the  war,  fervcd  only  to  give        1667. 
them  more  leifure  for  profecuting  their  intrigues  Perilous  fitu- 
and  private  enmities  with  greater  application.-  The  ^tJ^^ctUor^ 
chancellor,  by  having  .been  unfortunately,  looked 
upon  as  the  firft  minifter^  incurred  all  the  blame 
and  reproach  ot  the  people  for  every  fault  of  admi- 
nift ration,  and  was  dius  (hut  out  from  the  bed 
(helter  againft  the  ftorms  of  a  court,  the  efteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-fubjeds.     His  intereft  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  began  to  decline,  as  foon  as 
the  ambirious  and  the  venal  found,  that,  notwith- 
flanding  his  oilenfible  eminence,  all  favours  flowed 
through  a  different  channel.     He  had  alfo  given 
great  offence  to  many  of  the  independent  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  his  indifcreet  vehe-. 
mence  in  the  debates,  both  in  council  and  parlia- 
ment during  the  laft  feflion.     But  his  late  advice 
to  the  king  to  difTolve  them,  which  fir  William 
Coventry  took  care  to  reprefcnt  with  every  mali- 
cious aggravation,  filled  many  of  them  with  im- 
placable refentment.     The  chancellor  was  not  un- 
informed of  the  combination  againft  him,  which 
cverj^  day  gained  ftrength ;  but  he  thought  him- 

Y2  ^      felf 
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CHAP.       fcif  fecurc  in  the  king's  juftice ;  and  thougtrlri^ 
1     ^  '  i     majefty's  kindncfs  was  much  lellened,  he   never 
1667.        fufpefted  that  he  would  confcnt  to  his  ruin.    A 
little  more  time  convinced  him  of  his  fetal  error. 


Meflagefrom       About  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  the  king  fent 
the  king.        j^.^  brother,  the  duke  of  York,  to  the  chancellor, 
to,  tell  him,'that  his  majefty  had  received  very  par- 
ticular  and   certain  intelligence,   that,  when  the 
parliament  (hould  meet  again,  they  were  rcfolved 
*  .     to  impeach  the  chancellor,  who  was  grown  very 

odious  to  them,  not  only  for  his  having  oppofed 
them  in  all  thofe  things  upon  which  they  had  Ici 
their  hearts,  but  more  efpecially  for  his  having  ad- 
vifed  the  king  to  diflblve  them;  that  the  fteps, 
which  they  would  infallibly  take,  in  confequence 
of  fuch  a  rcfolution,  would  be  a  great  difhonour 
to  his  majefty,  and  obftruft  all  his  affairs,  nor 
Ihould  he  be  able  longer  to  proteft  him>  or  divcn 
them  ;  that  it  woiild  be .  therefore  neceflary  for  liii 
fervice,  and  likewife  for  the  prefervation  of  \l\t 
chancellor,  that  he  (hould  deliver  up  the  feal,  ihe 
cnanner  of  doing  it  being  left  to  his  own  choice. 
The  chancellor  was  thunder-ftruck  at  this  mellage, 
Vhich  was  the  more  cruel,  as  being  fent  hira  when 
finking  under  the  weight  of  domeftic  afflidtion  for 
the  late  death  of  his^  wife.  He  remonftraied 
ftrongly  with  the  duke,  and  a  few  days  after  with 
the  king  hiiiifelf,  on  the  rigour  and  injuftice  of  this 
proceeding,  which  prejudged  him  byfuch  a  fignal 

mark 
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mark  of  the  king's  djfpleafure,  and  left  hiiii  ex-      CHAP: 
pofed  not  only  to  the  refentmeht  of  the  commons,    t         '     ^ 
which  he  was  too  well  fliieldetl  by  confcious  inno*        1667. 
ccnce  to  dread,  but  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  who' 
had  been  wrought  upon,  withgrtat  artifice  and  in- 
duftry,  to  believe  that  he  was  the  amhor  and  ad- 
vifcr  of  every  think  they  did  not  like.     All  this 
proved  inefFeftual ;  for  though  the  duke  interefted 
himfelf  in  the  chancellor's  favour,  the  king  re- 
mained inflexible,  pretending  that  he  himfelf  was 
at  the  mercy  of  parliament,  and  that  he  could  not 
oppofe  them  in  a  matter,  upon  which  they  were 
j»efolutely  bene 

Nothing  was  now  fpoken  of  at  court  but  the  Sir  Orlando 
chancellor's  expefted  difgrace.     He  had  declared  madekwrd- 
to  the  king,  that  he  would  by  no  means  fuffer  it  to"'^"^!^*"- 
be  believed,  that  he  himfelf  was  willing  to  deliver 
up  the  feal ;  and  his  majefty  feemed  to  hefitate  on 
the  ungracioufn^fs  of  forcing  it  from  him.    In  this 
(ufpenfion,  the  common  fubjeft  of  debate  was  not, 
whether  the  chancellor  was  innocent,  but  whether, 
when  the  king  had  refolved  to  remove  him,  and 
had  proceeded  fo  far  towards  it,  he  (hould  retraft     , 
his  purpofe,  and  be  governed  by  his  brother,  who 
was  known  to  be  very  urgent  with  his  majefty  in 
the  chancellor's  behalf.     Mr.  Brounker  openly  de- 
clared, that  his  majefty  had  refolved  upon  it  above 
tvvo^months  before,  and  that  it  would  not  confift 
with  his  honour  to  be  heftored  out  of  it  by  his 
Y  3  '  brother, 
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CHAP,  brother,  who  was  wrought  upon  by  his  wifc*s 
1  *  1  crying.  Sir  William  Coventry  boafted  that  he  had 
X667.  advifed  the  king  .to*  remove  the  chancellor,  as  a 
man  odious  to  the  parliament,  and  that  h2  majeRy 
would  be  ruined,  if  he  did  it  not.  Sir  Wiiliam 
went  farther ;  and  finding  that  the  duke  of  York 
was.  highly  offended,  that,  his  fecretary  fliould  pre- 

.  fume  to  (hew  fo  much  malice  towards  a  perfon,  for 
\  whom  his  highnefs  was  much  concerned,  he  re- 

\.  figned  the  office,  by  which  he  had  acquired  \:S'^. 

"  wealth.  Lady  Caftlemaine,  lord  Arlington,  Mr. 
May,  and  the  reft  of  diat  junto  ufed  no  referve  ia 
their  inveftives  againft  the  chancellor,  and  even 
told  the  king,  that  he  would  be  looked  ui>on  as  a 
child  if  he  receded  from  his  purpofe.  His  majcfty 
being  thus  rc-confirmed  fent  fecretary  Morrice  oa 
the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  with  a  warrant  under  the 
fign  manual,  to  require  and  receive  the  great  feal, 
which  the  chancellor  immediately  delivered  to  hirr*, 
with. all  expreffions  of  duty  to  the  king.  As  fooa 
as  the  fecretary  pri^fented  it  to  his  majefty  in  lui 
clofet,  Mr.  May  went  in,  and  fell  upon  his  knee*, 
and  kifled  his  majefty*s  hand,  telling  him,  "  thai 
he  was  now  King,  which  he  had  never  been  he- 
fore.".  The  feal  was  dien  committed  to  fir  Or- 
lando Bridgman,  thereupon  made  lord  keeper. 

New  temped  The  chancellor  believed  that  the  ftorm  was  no.v 
thedifgrace^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  apprehenfion  of  the  difpieafurc 
ininiftcr.        of  the  commons,  or  of  any  diing  they  could  fay  or 
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do  agsunft  him.    He  refolved  to  (lay  at  his  houfe       Ct^AP. 
till  parliament  (hould  meet,  that  he  might  not  be  t         '     . 
thought^aid  of  being  cdled  t»  account,  but  hft        i667'. 
did  not  mean  to  go  thither,  which  he  was  informed 
would  be  ill  taken.     His  intention  was  then  to  re- 
tire into  the  country,  and  to  live  there  privately. 
But  thefe  hopes  and  plaiis  of  his  w.erc  all  difcoQ- 
certed  and  blafted  by  a  new  temped  more  violent 
and  terrible  than  the  former.     The  perfons,  who 
had  fucceeded  fo  effedtually  in  alienating  the  king's 
eftcem  from  the  chancellor,  at  fifft  only  advifed 
his  removal,  as  a  perfon  odious  to  the  parliament, 
and  whom  the  commons  were  refolved  to  impeach, 
which,  they  iaid,  would  put  his  majefty   ihto  ^ 
(Ireight,  either  to  remove  or  defert  an  old  fervant, 
which  would  not  be  for  his  honour,  or,  by  pro-' 
tcfting  him,  deprivjg  himfelf  of  all  thofe  benefits,- 
which  he  expefted  from  the  parliament;  but  they 
afferted,  that  the  difmiffing  him  before  the  meeting* 
-of  parliament  would  not  only  fave  the  king's  ho- 
nour, by  not  having  it  forced  upon  him,  but  gra- 
tify both  houfes  fo  mqch,  th^t  they  a^ould  deny^  ' 
nothing  which  his  majefty  (hould  demand  q(  them..  • 
When  by  thefe  infinuations  they  had  procured  his 
removal,  and  made  themfelves  more  neceflary  to 
the  king,  they  profecuted  what  they  had  begun 
with  greater  animofity.     They  told  the  king,  that 
if  the  parlian^ent  fufpefted  that  his  majefty  ftill  re- 
tained any  kindnefs  towards  the  earl  of  Clarendon, 
they  w<»ild  liot  hie  fatisfied  with- his  removal,  but 
y  4  apprehend 
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^ rv^'  apprehend  that  he  would  be  again  received  i]m>  his 
<>  y  ;  inajefty's  fayoyr^  and  he  would,  in  the  mean  time» 
^66j^.  h^ve  fo  much  credit  in  both  houi]e$,  efpeciaily  if 
Jic  fat  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  which  they  undenook 
fo  know  he  meant  to  do,  d^at  hp  would  hfi  able  to 
obftruft  whatfoeyer  his  maj(efty  dgfired.  They  laid 
jt  was  therefore  npceflary,  that  hi3  majefty  (hould 
declare  his  prejudices  againft  the  earl  fq  llrongly, 
^.hat  nobody  (hpuld  have  caufe  tg  fear  bis  being 
9ver  again  received  info  trufl:. 

Py  thcfe  mean3  th^  king  was  iocited  to  cxprefs 
in  all  companies  his  great  diflatisfaftion  at  the  carl's 
xpifconduft.  H^  frequently  declared,  that  the  earl 
>yas  fo  imperious  that  he  would  eridure  no  contra* 

\  didion  J  that  he  had  a  fadtign  in  the  houfe  of  cora- 
iixons  who  oppofed  eyery  thing  that  concerned  his 
majefty's  fervice,  if  it  wqre  not  reconunended  to 
th^n)  by  him;  and  that  he  had  given  him  ver)'  ill 
advice  concerning  the  parliarpent,  >yhich  offended 

^  hi€  majefty  very  much.  All  thi?,  being  often  re- 
peated  by  thp  king,  was  foon  fpread  abroad,  to  thq 
great  diminution  of  the  unfortgnate  qarKs  credit 
and  intereft. 


Som^yidim  Befides  the  gratification  of  perfonal  malice,  and 
Sflk^^o  tp-  ^^^  removal  of  the  only  obftacle  to  the  uncontrouled 
pcafetbcrc-  f\yay  of  the  junto,  they  had  another  exwi  to  fene 
thcaation.  ^^  bringing  4p>vn  upon  the  earl's  head  the  loudeft 
burft  of  royal  difpleafure  and  refentment,     Thg 

•.    .  people, 
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people,  groaning  under  the  weight  of  taxes,  and  ^HAP. 
iiUed  with  juft  indignation  at  the  difgraceful  iflue  ^  '  j* 
pf  the  war,  could  be  appeafed  only  by  fome  fignal  t667. 
facriiice  for  all  the  evils  of  mifgovernmcnt.  The 
houfe  of  commons  alfo  had  in  the  lad  feffion  (hewn 
much  ill  humour  at  the  waftefiil  expenditure  of  the 
public  mcmey,  and  they  were  likely  to  find  in  the 
late  defencelefs  condition  of  the  kingdom,  after 
all  thdr  fuppliej,  ftill  jufter  matter  of  complainf. 
It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  hold  out  one  confpi- 
cuous  objeft  to  attract  all  their  futy,  and  thus  to 
divert  it  from  the  real  delinquents.  Embezzle- 
ment, profufion,  and  negleft  of  duty  were  crimes, 
in  which  fuch  prodigious  numbers  were  involved, 
that  every  man,  who  dreaded  inquiry,  was  glad  to 
find  one  vidim  fingled  out,  and  devoted  to  de- 
iirudlion: 


-Quae  fibi  quifque  timcbat. 


Unius  in  miief i  exitium  coaverfa  tulcre. 

To  this  combination  of  the'  s^mbitious  and  the  Caufcoftlic 
guilty  againft  the  earl  there  was  now  added  another  fni^am^^ 
very  dangerous  enemy,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  fqfial  animo- 
of  whofe  fudden  reftoration  to  the  favour  of  the     ^* 
cpurt  it  v/ill  be  proper  to  give  fome  account.     I 
have  before  noticed  his  quarrel  with  lady  Caftle- 
maine,  and  his  endeavours  to  gain  a  formidable 
I^rty  in  both  houfes,  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
crofs  every  meafiire  which  the  king  had  moft  at 
heart,  and  to  carry  through  fuch  bills  as  were  moft 

contradiftory 
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pHAl^-'  contradiftory  to  his  majcfty's  wifhes.  His  tide&ts 
^  _  '  '  of  ridicule  in  expofing'all  the  vices  of  the  court, 
i66j,  which  he  was  fo  well  acquainted  with,  having  long 
been  himfelf  one  of  the  principal  zAors  in  every 
diflblute  fccne,  were  exerted  in  private,  in  a  man* 
ner  (till  more  provoking  than  his  public  oppofi- 
tion.  After  the  end  of  the  laft  feiEon,  he  went 
into  the  country ;  and  in  feveral  places  fpoke  not 
only  of  the  court,  and  govemnient,  but  of  the 
king's  perfon  widi  greater  licence  than  any  l^ody 
elfe  dared  to  do ;  of  all  which  his  majefly  had  in- 
telligence, and  was  at  that  time  without  doubt 
more  offended  with  die  duke  dian  with  any  man  in 
England,  and  had  really  great  provocation  to  jea- 
loufy  of  his  fidelity,  as  well  as  of  his  refpedb  and 
alFeftion.  «  Lord  Arlington,  as  fecretary  of  ilate, 
had  received  feveral  informations  of  dangerous 
words  fpokcn  by  him  againfl  the  king ;  and  of  his 
intimacy  and  correfpondence  with  perfons  the  mofl 
fufpefted  for  difloyalty.  Some  of  the  proofs  ap- 
peared fo  flrong  againfl  him,  that  the  king,  after 
confulting  with  the  chancellor,  fent  a  ferjeant  at 
arms  with  a  warrant  under  his  fign  manual*  to  ap- 
prehend the  duke,  and  to  bring  him  before  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to  anfwer  to  fuch  crimes  as 
(hould  be  objedled  againfl  him. 

The  warrant,  however,  was  to  little  purpofe: 
the  duke  eluded  the  ferjeant's  purfuit,  and  even 
caufed  him  to  meet  with  a  very  menacing  rebuff 

for 
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Cor  defiring  admittance  into  a  houfe  where  he  knew  CHAP, 
the  duke  was.  The  king  was  fo  much  offended  *  /  ^ 
at  this  indignity  fliewn  to  a  ftate^officer  ading  by  1667. 
his  majefty's  exprefs  orders,  that,  after  mentioning 
it  at  the  council-board,  he  publicly  declared  the 
duke  to  be  no  longer  of  that  number,  and  caufed 
his  name  to  be  ftruck  out  of  the  lift  of  privy-coun- 
cillors. He  alfo  appointed  the  earl  of  Rochefter 
to  his  place  in  the  bed-chamber,  and  revoking  his 
commiffion  of  lord-lieUtenant  of  the  Eaft-riding 
#f  Yorkfhire,  he  granted  it  to  the  earl  of  Burling- 
ton. His  majefty  at  the  fame  time  iflued  out  a 
proclamation  for  apprehending  the  duke,  and  in- 
hibiting all  perfons  to  entertain,  receive,  or  conceal 
him ;  fo  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  the  king  ta 
give  ftronger  proofs  of  his  refolution  to  degrade 
and  punifii  him. 

Upon  thefe  rigorous  fteps  the  duke  came  from 
the  country  to  town,  where  he  could  be  more 
eafily  concealed.  He  fent  feveral  times  to  the 
chancellor  to  requeft  an  interview,  which  the  latter 
very  properly  refufed  till  the  duke  fliould  furrendcr 
himfelf.  By  means  of  private  applications,  how- 
ever, the  king*s  difpleafure  was  foftened,  and  the 
quarrel  was  alfo  made  up  with  lady  Caftlemaine. 
A  great  void  had  been -felt  at  the  nightly  meetings 
from  the  abfence  of  the  duke,  whofe  wit  was  the 
foul  of  the  converfation.  It  was  alfo  thought  im- 
politic to  carry  refentment  too  far  againft  one  who 

had 
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CHAP.      had  fuch  an  intcreft  in  both  houfcs,  as  enabled 

IV. 
V     /  J     him  to  be  hi^ly  ufeftil,  or  the  contrary.     After 

'  1667.        the  formality  therefore  of  furrendering  himfelf  to 

the  lieutenant   of  the  Tower,  and  undergoing  a 

Ihort  examination  at  the  council-board,  he  was  fct 

at  liberty,  an^  foon  after  received  by  the  king  with 

extraordinary  grace,  and  reftored  to  all  the  honours 

and  offices,  of  which  he  had  been  before'deprivcd. 

In  this  reconciliation  with  the  court,  care  was 
taken  to  infufe  into  the  duke  not  only  all  the  ran- 
cour of  the  party,  but  the  ftrongeft  fpirtt  of  per- 
fbnal  revenge  againft  the  chancellor.     He  was  in- 
formed and  allured,  that  all  the  proceedings  to  his 
diladvant^e  were  by  the  advice  of  the  chancellor, 
who  faid,  that  he  was  to  be  fteward  at  the  duke's 
trial.     This  irritating  falfehood  arofe  from  the  fol- 
lowing circumftance.     One  day  whilft  thait  matter 
was  depending,  and  when  fome  witnefles  Were  to 
be  examined,  touching  the  duke's  correfpondence 
with  feditious  perfons,  lord  Arlington  defired  that 
the  chancellor  might  be  prefent,  which  the  king 
feeming  to  approve,  the  chancellor  defired  to  be 
cxcufed,  and  among  other  reafons,  faid,  *'  that  if 
the  teftimony  of  witnefles  made  good  all  that  was 
fuggefted,  and  the  duke  (hould  be  brought  to  a 
trial,  the  king  might  probably  command  him  to 
execute  the  office  of  high-fteward,  as  he  had  lately 
done  in  the  trial  of  lord  Morley ;  and  in  that  re- 
Ipeft,  it  would  be  incongruous  for  1^  to  be  pre- 
fent 
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feM  at  the  examinations.**     It  is  no  wonder,  that      CHAP, 
the  report  of  this,  ftript  of- all  the  real  circum-   ^     _^   _, 
ftances,  and  aggravated  by  ingenious  malice,  (hould        1667. 
have  greatly  enraged  the  duke,  and  prompted  him 
to  exert  all  his  powers  pf  intrigue,  perfuaiion,  and 
intereft,  to  procure  an  impeachment  of  the  earl  of 
Clarendon. 


The  parliapient  met  again  upon  the  tenth  of  The  king  ut> 
Oftober,  when  the  king,  in  a  fhort  fpeech  told  mcntofdic 

them,  ^*  that  there  had  been  fome  former  mifcar-  changjjinlw 

councils* 
riages,  which  had  occafioned  fome  difference  be- 

tvyccn  him  and  them  1  but  that  he  had  now  altered 

his  councils,  and  made  no  quefUon  but  that  they 

(hould  henceforward  agree :  he  was   refolved  to 

give  them  all  fatisfa(^ion,  and  did  not  doubt  but 

that  they  would  fupply  his  neceflities,  and  provide 

for  the  payment  of  his  debts."     His  majefly  direw 

out  an  infinuation^  that  what  had  been  follnerly 

done  amifs,  had  been  by  the  advice  of  the  perfon., 

whom  he  had  removed  from  his  councils. 

After  the  king  ended,  the  lord-keeper  made  firft 
a  fliort  apology  for  the  ftep  taken  in  the  fummer 
to  convene  the  parliament  when  under  a  proroga- 
tion, and  then  defer  its  meeting  till  the  time  at  firft 
appointed.  He  then  informed  them  of  theconclufion 
of  the  peace ;  and  took  notice  of  the  commiffion 
appointed  by  the  king  co  flate  the  public  accounts, 
which  not  having  anfwcred  his  majefly's  expeda-  ^  « 

tions. 
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CHAR  iions,  he  left  ifee  parliament  to  follow  their  a^H 
^mm^'^  method,  and  to  examine  die  accounts  as  ftiidly  as 
it&j.  they  pleafed.  He  added,  that  his  majefty^trufted 
in  their  afTe&ion  and  endeavours  to  prefervc  a 
good  tinderftanding  between  him  and  his  people, 
and  to  imprint  upon  the  hearts  of  his  <ubjcds 
that  known  truth,  thai  there  is  no  diJHncl  intereft 
between  the  king  and  his  people^  but  the  good  of  one  is 
the  good  of  both. 

JlAlrcfsof  When  the  commons  returned  to  dieir  houfe,  a 

cvTs  re-         motion  was  made  to  fend  a  meflage  of  thanks  to 
"*****'•  the  king  for  his  gracious  expreffions,  and  for  the 

many  good  things  he  had  done,  and  particularly 
for  removing  the  chancellor ;  but  this  not  being 
countenanced  by  the  majority  of  the  houfe,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  a  mef&ge,  in 
which  the  difmiffion  of  the  chancellor  was  not  to 
be  noticed,  as  the  commons  were  unacquainted 
with  his  majefty's  motives  for  that  refolution.  The 
king  declared  himfelf  very  much  offended  that  the 
motion  had  not  fucceede^i,  and  more  that  it  had 
been  oppofed  by  fome  of  his  own  (ervants,  and 
commanded  to  prefs  and  renew  it,  for  that  his  ho- 
nour was  concerned.  Upon  this  the  vote  of  thanks 
in  the  form  at  firft  propofed  was  again  debated, 
and  carried,  though  not  without  ftrong  oppofi- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  earl. of  Clarendon*s  ftill 
remaining  friends. 

When 
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When  the  addrcfs  of  tihanks  wias  fcnt  up  to  the      CHAP; 

IV 
lords  fiar  their  concurrence,  they  at  firft  rcfufed  it,      ^       '    f 

on  the  pretence  of  their  having  thanked  his  ma-  ^66^ 
jefly  for  his  fpeech  on  the  fame  day,  fo  that  it,  \ 
would  be  abfurd  and  unprecedented  to  join  in  any 
other  addrefe  on  the  feme  fubjeft-  But  their  re- 
ludance  was  overcome  by  the  fame  means  be- 
fore employed  with  the  commons.  The  king  re- 
proached  many  of  the  lords  for  prefuming  to  op- 
poie  what  was  fo  abfolutely  neceilaiy  for  the  fer- 
vice;  and  fent  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
deiitinjg  him,  in  his  majefty's  name,  to  command 
all  the  bench  of  bifhops  to  concur  in  it,  with 
menacing  intimations  if  they  refufed.  The  mo- 
tion for  the  addrefs  being  now  renewed,  it  was 
carried  by  a  great  majority ;  and  being  prefented 
by  both  houfes,  was  received  very  gracioufly  by 
the  king,  as  a  boon  he  looked  for ;  and  in  his  reply 
to  that  part  which  refpefted  the  difgraced  chan- 
cellor^*, he  faid,  "  he  would  never  employ  the 
earl  of  Clarendon  again  in  any  public  affairs  what- 
foever/'     This  anfwer,  through  the  duke  of  Buck- 

*  The  addrefs  of  thanks  had  reference  to  four  objeAs ;  ift.  to 
his  inajefty*s  having  difbanded  the  forces  lately  raifed;  2dly,  to 
his  having  difiniiTed  the  papiih  out  of  his  guards,  and  from 
other  military  employments  j  '3dly,  to  his  having  revoked  the 
Canary  patent,  and  thrown  open  that  trade  to  all  his  fubje(5ls ; 
and  lailly,  to  his  having  removed  the  late  lord  chancellor  from 
the  cxcrcifc  of  public  truft  and  employment  in  affairs  of  ilate. 

ingham's 
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CHAP.      irigham's  pcrfuafions,  was  entered  in  the  jourti^  of 
a       '   1     the  lords,  as  a  particular  record  of  his  majcfty's 
1667.        difpleafiire  againfl:  the  earL 

Ctbals  enter-       Several  cabals  were  now  entered  into  for  the 
hi  foth^^      purpofe  of  impeaching  the  carl ;  and  after  fomc 
tirdecution.    days  fpent  in  clofe  contrivances  and  combrnations» 
Mr.  Seymour,  one  of  the  boldefl:  fpeakers  of  die 
duke  of  Buckingham's  party,  rofc  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  made  a  long  and  inflammatory 
fpeech  on  the  late  chancellor's  corrupt  pra&ices 
and  pernicious  counfels,  dating  a  variety  of  charges; 
which  he  faid  he  could  pro^^e^  and  concluding 
with  a  motion  for  immediately  fending  up  to  the 
lords  to  accufe  the  earl  of  Clarendon  of  high-trea- 
fon,  and  to  require  that  his  perfon  might  be  fe- 
cured.  Mr.  Seymour  was  feconded  by  fbme  others, 
who  were  equally  liberal  of  their  bitter  invedtives. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  it  was  juftly  argued  by 
the  difpaflionate  part  of  the  houfe,  as  well  as  by  the 
carl's  friends,  that  it  would  be  premature  to  vote 
an  inapeachment  upon  mere  aflcrtions,  or  without 
fuch  proofs,  as  might  at  lead  carry  with  them  a 
ftrong  prefumption  of  guilt.     Hereupon  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confidei*  of  all  jparticulars, 
iVhich  fhould  b6  prefented  againft  him;  and  to 
make  a  report  thereof,  that  the  houfe  may  then 
purfue  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  appear  juft  and 
adrifable. 

In 
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In  a  few  days  the  propofed  articles  of  impeach-  CHAP, 
ment  were  thrown  into  fome  form,  and  reported  to  i^-  /  ^ 
the  houfe.     The  heads  were ;  1667, 

Heads  of  the 
That  the  chancellor  had  traiteroufly,  about  the  ^^^^^ 
month  of  June  laft,  advifed  the  king  to  diffolve  againfthim. 
the  parliament,  and  faid,  •*  that  tliere  could  be  no 
fartlier  ufe  of  parliaments :  that  it  was  a  fooliflt 
conftitution,  and  not  fit  to  govern  by :   that  it 
could  not  be  imagined  that  three  or  four  hundred 
country  gentlemen  could  be  either  prudent  men  or 
ftatefmcn;  and  that  it  would  be  beft  for  the  king 
to  raifc  a  Handing  army,  and  to  govern  by  that :" 
v/hereupon  it  being  demanded,  how   that  army 
fhould  be  maintained  ?  he  anfwered,  "  by  contri- 
bution and  free-quarter,  as  the  late  king  main-   • 
tarned  his  army  in  the  war  :'* 

•  That  he  had,  in  the  hearing  of  feveral  perlons, 
reported  that  the  king  was  a  papift  in  his  heart,  or 
popillily  affcded,  or  had  ufed  words  to  that  effedt : 

That  he  had  advifc J.  the  king  to  grant  a  charter 
to  the  Canary  company,  fot  which  he  had  received 
great  fums  of  money : 

That  he  had  raifed  grieat  films  of  money  by  the 
iale  of  offices,  which  ought  not  to  be  fold ;  and  - 
granted  irtjunftioiis  to  ftop  proceedings  at  law,  and 
diflbived  them  afterwards  for  money : 

YOL.  IK  Z  That 
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CHAP.  That  he  had  introduced  an  arbitrary  govern- 

1  *  i  ment  in  his  niajefty*s  plantations,  and  had  caufed 
1667.  fuch  as  had  complained  to  his  majefly  and  privy 
council  of  it  to  be  long  imprifoned  for  their  pre- 
fumption ;  and  that  he  had  protrafted  and  rejccled 
a  propofition,  which  had  been  made  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  for  re- 
ducing the  French  plantations  to  his  majcftj's 
obedience :  ^ 

That  he  had  caufed  Quo  Warrantos  to  be  iflued 
out  againft  moft  corporations  in  England,  although 
their  charters  \yere  newly  confirmed  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, till  they  paid  him  good  fums  of  money, 
and  then  the  Quo  Warrantos  were  difcharged : 

That  he  had  received  great  fums  of  money  for 
the  fettlement  of  Ireland  : 

That  he  had  deluded  the  king,  and  betrayed  the 
nation  in  all  foreign  treaties,  and  negociations^ 
cfpecially.  concerning  the  late  war  : 

That  he  had  procured  his  majefty's  cuftoms  to 
be  farmed  at  under  rates,  knowing  them  to  be  fo; 
and  caufed  many  pretended  debts  to  be  paid  by 
his  majefty,  to  the  payment  whereof  his  majefly 
was  not  in  ftriftnefs  bound ;  for  all  which nhe  carl 
had  received  great  funis  of  money  : 

That 
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Tliat  he  had  received  bribes  from  the  compafiy      CH4P4 

of  vintners,  that  they  might  continue  the  prices  of  i        '      a 
the  wines,  and  might  be  freed  from  the  penalties        1667. 
which  they  were  Uabk  to :    • 

That  he  had  raifed  in  a  (hort  time  a  greater 
eftate  than  could  be  lawfully  got  j  and  tliar  he  had 
got  the  grant  of  feverai  of  the  crown  lands ^  con^ 
irary  to  his  duty  : 

That  he  had  advifed  and  effedtcd  the  fale  of 
Dunkirk  to  the  French  king,  for  lefs  money  than 
the  amniunitionj  artillery,  and  ftores  were  worth  : 

That  he  had  caufed  the  king's  letters  under  the 
great  feal  to  one  Dr.  Crowther  to  be  altered^  and 
the  enrolment  thereof  to  be  unduly  razed : 

That  he  had  in  ah  arbitrary  Way  examiiied  and 
brought  into  (Jueftion  divers  of  his  majefty's  fub- 
je6ls,  concerning  their  lands  and  properties,  and 
determined  thereof  at  the  council-board,  and  fkopc 
the  proceedings  at  law,  and  threatened  fome  that 
pleaded  the  ftatute  of  1 7  Car*  v 

That  he  was  a  principal  author  of  that  fatal 
counfel  of  dividing  the  fleet  about  June  i666» 

The  committee  reported  another  article,  that  he 

had  kept  up  correfpondence  with  Cromwell  and 

Za  his 
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.  (MAf.      tis  iecompliGcs,  when  he  was  in  parts  beyond  the 

*.-^       /    feas,  attending  his  tnajefty  $  and  had  thereby  ad- 

1667,        hered  to  the  king'^s  enemies.    But  there  were  m^y 
members  of  the  houfe;  who  knew  well  enough 
'  how  that  foplifh  calumny  had  been  examined  at 

Paris,  during  the  king's  refidence  there,  when  its 
grofsnefs  and  ahfurdity  were  fully  demonftrated. 
Being  (enfible,  therefore,  that  the  renewal  of  fuch 
a  flagrant  fcandal  would  weaken  their  other  charges, 
and  tend  to  the  ejirl's  credit,  they  afFedted  to  rejed 
it  as  being  included  in  the  Aft -of  Indemnity. 

Vote  for  hi»        Though  many  of  thefe  charges  contained  the 
JJS^   '        fouleft  reproaches  any  minifter  could  be  (ubjcftcd 
to,  yet  it  did  not  appear  that  they  afforded  fufficient 
grounds  for  a  charge  of  high  treafon.    The  earl's 
enemies,  after  examining  their  ftore,  pitched  at 
laft  upon  that  article,  in  which  he  was  charged 
with  deluding  and  betraying  his  mageily  and  the 
nation  in  all  foreign  treaties,  and  negbciatio&s  re- 
lating to  the  late  war  -,  but  it  was  faid,  that  thofe 
general  expreffions  would  not  be  enough,  except  it 
were  added,  **  that  being  a  privy-councillor,  he 
had  betrayed  the  king's  fecrct  counfels  to  the  ene- 
my ;"  which  lord  Vaughan,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Car- 
bcry,  immediately  calling  for  the  paper,  infened  in 
tig  article  with  his  own  hand.     The  Vote  now 
paffed  for  his  impeachment;  and  Mr.  Seymour 
was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  and  at  their  bar  accused 
»         the  carl  of  Clarendon  of  high-treafon,  and  other 

crimes 


THE   KEIGN   OF   CHAHIES    If.  34X 

ctimes  and  mifdcmeanon,   and  dcfircd  that  he      ^^^* 
miglit  be  fequeftercd  from  that  houfe,  and  his  per-  >     ^  ^\  » 
fon  fecured  i(^j. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Seymour  was  withdrawn,  a  vio-  Refafalof  the 
lent  debate  took  place  on  a  motion  for  committii^  ^^^  l^in, 
the  earl  of  Clarendon,  fome  urging  the  propriety 
of  a  compliance  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
citing  fome  precedents,  but  very  exceptionable 
ones,  as  the  cafes  of  the  earl  of  Strafford  and  the 
like  s  while  otiiers  aflerted,  that  it  would  be  of 
dangerous  confequence  to  every  one  of  the  peers, 
if  a  commitment  was  to  be  ordered  upon  a  general 
accufation  of  high  treafon  from  the  commoM, 
without  any  particular  charge,  for  that  then  any 
peer,  whom  that  houfe  (hould  happen  to  be  of- 
fended with,  how  unjuftly  foever,  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  body,  upon  any  vague,  or  fi6li- 
xious  accufation.  The  debate  continued  for  feveral 
hours,  either  fide  adhering  obftinatcly  to  their  opi- 
nion. At  laft,  the  houfe  adjourned  till  next  day, 
wkhout  putting  the  queftion« 

This  imwilliagnefs  of  the  peers  to  commit  the 
cliancellor  gave  great  offence  to  the  commons,  and 
produced  a  difpute  and  feveral  conferences  between  . 
both  honfes,  in  which  the  majority  of  the  lords 
ftill  objcftii^  to  the  eari's  commitment,  the  com- 
mons at  length  refolved,  **  That  the  lord§  not 
having  complied  with  the  defire  of  the  commons, 
Z3  in 
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pHAP.  in  committing  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  and  fequef-r 
^  /  '  tcring  him  from  parliament,  upon  the  impeach- 
1667.  ment  of  that  houfe,  r^as  4in  obfbiK^pn  of  the  public 
juftice  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  precedent  of  evil 
and  dangerous  confcquence."  At  the  fame  time 
they  appointed  .a  committee  to  draw  up  a  declara- 
tion to  vindicate  their  procecdingg. 


Thccarl>  While  thij  cohteft  was  carried  on  with  great 

J'uTtthT  Oic  ^^^^  ^"  *^^*  ^^^^^'  ^"^  ^^  *^  ^^^^^  negleft  of  all 
kingdom.  public  bufinefs,  the  earl's  friends  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  finding  that  many  of  their  party  deferred  them 
every  day,  and  joined  the  faction  of  the  ctnirt, 
iverc  very  urgent  with  the  earl  to  quit  the  king- 
dom, as  the  only  means  of  avoiding  that  per(ecu- 
tion,  j^ainft  which  neither  his  own  innocence, 
nor  their  efforts  could  long  proteft  him.  The  king 
himfelf  did  not  wifli  that  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment fhould  undergo  a  public  difcudion,  and  was 
'  therefore  content  that  intimations  fhould  be  given 
tp  the  earl  of  his  majcfty's  defire  that  he  ihould 
withdraw  himfelf  into  any  parts  beyond  the  fcas, 
and  that  if  he  did  fo,  neither  his  honour  nor  for- 
tune fhould  fufTer  by  his  abfence*  Threats  were 
alfo  held  out,  fometimes  that  the  people  were  fb 
incehfed  at  the  obflruclion  of  public  juflice  by  the 
lords  refuting  to  commit  the  carl,  that  they  in- 
tended to  pull  down  his  houfe,  and  the  houfes  of 
all  thofe  who  adhered  to  him ;  and  at  other  times, 
that  there  were  fecret  confultations  about  fending  a 

guard 


THE    REICN    OF    CHARtES    XI.  ^      343 

guard  of  foldiers  to  feizc  and  convey  him  to  the  CHAP. 
Tower.  The  earl  in  this  fituation  forefeeing  the  1 
mifchiefs  that  muft  arife  from  the  difagreement  be-  1667. 
twecn  the  two  houfes,  and  uncertain  what  the  ma- 
lice of  his  enemies  might  teri^inate  in,  only 
wanted  fome  evidence  of  his  majeft}'*s  commands 
or  wifti  for  his  departure,  which  he  received  at 
length  in  a  meflage  from  the  duke  of  York,  who 
in  this  unhappy  conjunt5ture  had  fallen  fick,  and 
was  ftill  confined  by  the  fmall  pox.  Upon  this 
the  earl  rcfolved  to  delay  no  longer,  but  withdrew 
in -the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  November, 
leaving  the  following  addrefs  to  the  houfe  of  peers^ 
which  was  delivered  to  them  by  the  earl  of  Den- 
bigh, as  foon  as  he  got  advice  of  the  unfortunate 
fogitive's  arrival  at  Calais  *. 

"  To  the  right  honourable  the  lords  fpiritual  His  petition 
jmd  temporal  in  jparliament  aflembled.  of  lonk.^"* 

**  The  humble  petition  and  addrefs  of  Edward  ' 

earl  of  Clarendon, 


*  The  petition  was  not  prefented  till  the  third  of  December; 
for  thotkgh  the  earl  of  Clarendon  embarked  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  November  in  a  boat  provided  for  him  at  Erith  by  the  friend- 
ihip  of  fir  John  Wolftenholme,  yet  the  wind  proved  fo  unfa- 
vourable that  he  was  three  days  and  three  nights  at  fea,  before 
he  reached  Calais,  from  wliich  place  the  packet-boat  being  ready 
to  depart  juft  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival,  foon  brought  the 
account  of  his  having  landed  there. 

Z  4  ."  May 
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GHAP.  ff  J\lay  it  pleafe  yoqr  lordfliips, 

1       '    I         '?  I  cannot  exprefs  the  infupportable  grief  and 


1667.  trouble  of  mind  I  fuijain  under  the  apprehcnfion 
of  being  mifreprefented  to  your  lordfhips,  and 
when  I  Jicar  hp.v  pauch  of  your  lordfliips'  time 
hath  been  fpent  upon  my  poor  concern  (though  it 
be  of  no  lefs  than  of  my  life  and  fortune")  and  of 
t)ie  differences  of  opinion,  which  have  already,  or 

•  may  probably  arife  between  your  lordfhips  and  the 

honourable  houfe  of  commons,  whereby  the  great 
and  weighty  affairs  of  the  kingdom  may  be  ob- 
flruded,  in  a  time  of  fo  general  a  diiIatis£i(5tion. 

"  I  am  very  unfortunate  to  find  myfelf  to  fuilet 
fo  much  under  two  very  difadvantageous  reflec- 
tions, which  are  in^  no  degree  applicable  to  me ; 
the  firft  from  the  greatnefs  of  my  eftate  and  for- 
tune, coUefted  and  made  in  fo  few  years  ;  which, 
if  it  be  proportionable  to  what  is  reported,  may 
yery  reafonably  caufe  my  integrity  to  be  fufpedted  j 
the  feeond,  that  I  have  been  the  fole  manager  and 
chief  minifter  in  all  the  tranfa&ions  of  flate  fince 
the  king's  return  into  England  to  Auguft  laft,  and 
therefore  that  all  mifcarriages  and  misfortunes 
ought  to  be  imputed  tq  nie  and  my  counfels* 

**  Concerning  my  eftate,  your  lordfhips  will  not 
believe,  that  after  malice  and  envy  hath  been  fo 
inquilitive,  and  is  fo  fliarp-fighted,  I  will  offer  any 
thing  to  your  lordlhips  but  what  is  cxadly  truci 

and 
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^d  I  do  aflupe  your'  lordlhips,  in  the  firft  place,      CHAP, 
that,  excepting  from  the  king's  bounty,  I  have     ».     ^ '  y 
never  received  or  taken  one  penny,  but  what  was        1667, 
generally  underftood  to  be  the  juft  and  lawful  per- 
quifires  of  my  office,  by  the  conftant  pradice  of 
the  beft  times,  which  I  did  in  my  own  judgment 
conceive  to  be  th^t  of  my  lord  Coventry  and  my 
lord  Ellefmere ;  the  praftice  of  which  I  conftanily 
obferved,  although  the  office  in  both  their  times 
was  lawfully  worth  double  what  it  was  to  me,  and 
I  believe  now  is : 

**  T^hsLt  all  the  courtefies  and  favours,  which  I 
have  been  Able  to  obtain  from  the  king  for  other 
perfons  in  church,  or  (late,  or  in  Weftminfter- 
hall,  have  never  been  worth  to  me  five  pounds ; 
fo  that  your  lordQiips  may  be  confident  I  am  as 
innocent  from  corruption  as  from  any  difloyal 
thought ;  which,  after  near  thirty  years  fervice  of 
the  crown  in  fome  difficulties  and  diftrefles,  I  did 
never  fufpedt  would  be  objeAed  to  me  in  my  age : 

"  That  1  am  at  prefent  indebted  about  three  or 
four  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  for  which  I  pay 
intereft,  the  particulars  whereof  I  (hall  be  ready  to 
offer  to  your  lordQiips,  and  for  which  I  have  af- 
figned  lands  and  leafes  to  be  fold,  though  at  pre- 
fent npbody  will  buy  or  fell  with  me ;  that  I  am 
fo  far  from  having  money,  that  from  the  time  the 
feal  was  taken  from  me,  I  have  lived  upon  the 

coining 
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coining  fomc  fmall  parcels,  of  plate,  which  have 
fuftained  me  and  my  family,  all  my  rents  being 
with- held  from  me : 

•*  That  my  eftate,  my  debts  being  paid,  will  not 
yield  me  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  for  the 
fupport  of  myfelf,  and  providing  for  two  young 
children  who  have  notliing ;  arid  that  all  I  have  is 
not  worth  what  the  king  in  his  bounty  hath  be- 
jftowed  upon  me,  his  majefty  having,  .out  of  his 
royal  bounty,  within  few  months  after  his  ccxning 
into  England,  at  one  time  bellowed  upon  me  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  in  money,without  theleaft  mention 
or  imagination  of  mine ;  and  ihortly  after  another 
fum  of  money  amounting  to  iGx  thoufand  pounds, 
or  thereabouts,  out  of  Ireland,  and  which  ought 
to  have  amounted  to  a  much  greater  proportion, 
and  of  which  I  never  heard,,  till  notice  was  given 
me  by  the  earl  of  Orrery,  that  there  was  fuch  a 
fum  of  money  for  me:  his  m^efty  likewife  af- 
ligned  me,  after  the  firft  year  of  his  return,  an  an- 
nual fupply  towards  my  fupport,  which  did  but 
defray  my  expences,  the  certain  profits  of  my  office 
not  amounting  to  above  two  thoufend  pounds  a 
year,  or  thereabouts,  and  the  perquiiites  not  very 
confiderable,  or  very  uncertain ;  fo  that  the  faid 
feveral  fums  of  money,  and  fome  parcels  of  land 
his  majefty  beftowed  upon  me,  are  worth  more 
than  all  I  have  amounts  to,  fo  far  am  I  from  ad- 
vancing my  eftatc  by  any  indircft  means;   and 

thougii 
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though  the  bounty  of  his  msyefty  hath  very  far  ex-      ^^^' 
ceeded  my  merit  or  cxpeflation,  yet  fome  others     \     ^' ../ 
have  been  as  fortunate  at  leaft  by  the  fame  bounty,        i66y; 
who  had  as  fmall  pretences  to  it,  and  have  no  great 
reafon  to  envy  my  good  fortune, 

•*  Concerning  the  other  imputation  of  the  credit 
and  power  of  being  the  chief  minifter,   and  fo 
cauGng  all  to  be  done  that  I  had  a  tnind  to,  I  have 
no  more  to  fay,  than  that  I  had  the  good  fortune 
to  ferve  a  mafter  of  a  very  great  judgment  and  un-. 
derftanding,  and  to  be  always  joined  with  perfons 
of  great  ability  ^and  experience,  without  whofe  ad- 
vice and  concurrence  never  any  thing  hath  been 
done.     Before  his  majefty*s  coming  into  England, 
he  was  conftantly  attended  by  the  then  marquis  of 
Ormond,  the  late  lord  Colepeper,  and  mr.  fecre- 
tary  Nicholas,  who  were  equally  trufted  with  my- 
felf,  and  without  whofe  joint  advice  and  concur- 
rence, whey  they  were  all  prefent,  (as  fome  of  them 
always  were)  I  never  gave  any  counfel.     As  foon 
as  it  pleafed  God  to  bring  his  majefty  into  Eng- 
land, he  eftablilhed  his  privy-council,  and  (hortly 
out  of  them  a  number  of  honourable  perfons  of 
great  reputation,  who  for  the  mod  part  are  ftilL 
alive,  as  a  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  and  con- 
fideration  of  fuch  things,  as  in  the  nature  of  them 
required  much  fecrecy  ;  and  with  thefe  perfons  he 
vouchfafed  to  join  me ;  and  I  am  confident  this 
fommittee  never  tranfaded  any  thing  of  moment, 

his 
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CHAP.  his  majefty  being  always  prefent,  without  prcfcnt- 
t>  '  3  ing  the  fame  firft  to  the  council-board;  and  I  muft 
1667.  appeal  to  them  concerning  my  carris^e,  and  whe- 
ther we  were  jiot  all  of  one  mind  in  all  matters  of 
importance.  For  more  than  two  years  I  never 
knew  any  difference  in  the  councils,  or  that  there 
were  any  complaints  in  the  kingdom,  which  I 
ivholly  impute  to  his  majefty's  great  wifdom,  and 
the  entire  concurrence  of  his  council,  without  the 
varsity  of  afluming  any  thing  to  myfelf;  and 
therefore  I  fhall  not  be  fingly  charged  with  any 
thing,  that  hath  fince  fallen  out  amifs. 

"  But  from  the  time  Mr.  fecrctary  Nicholas  was 
.  removed  from  his  place,  there  were  great  altera- 
tions ;  and  vvhofoever  knows  any  thing  of  the  court 
or  councils,  knew  well  how  much  my  credit  fince 
that  time  hath  been  diminiflied,  (though  his  ma- 
jeily  mod  gracioufly  vouchfkfed  ftiU  to  hear  my 
advice  in  moft  of  his  affairs)  nor  hath  there  been, 
from  that  time  to  this,  above  one  or  two  perfons, 
brought  into  the  council,  or  preferred  to  any  con- 
fiderable  office  in  the  court,  who  have  been  of  my 
intimate  acquaint^ce,  or  fufpefted  to  .have  any 
.  kindnefs  for  me,  and  many  of  them  notorioufly 
.known  to  have  been  very  long  my  enemies,  and  of 
different  judgment  and  principles  from  mc  both 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  who  have  taken  ail  op- 
portunities to  leflen  my  credit  with  the  king,  and 
with  all  other  perfons,  by  mifreprefenting  and  mif- 

reporting. 
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reporting  all  that  I  faid,  or  did,  and  perfuading      CHAP, 
men^  that  I  had  done  them  fomc  prejudice  with     i       '    * 
his  majefty,  or  crolTed  them  in  feme  of  their  pre-        i66y, 
tences  ;  though  his  majefty's  goodnefs  and  juftice 
was  fuch,  that  it  made  little  impreffion  upon  him. 

**  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  great  misfortunes 
of  the  kingdom  have  proceeded  from  the  war,  to 
which  it  is  notoriouily  known  that  I  was  always 
moft  averfe,  and  may  without  vanity  fay,  th^t  i 
did  not  only  forefee,  but  did  declare  the  mifchiefs  , 
we  (hould  run  into,  by  entering  into  a  war,  before 
any  alliances  made  with  the  neighbouring  princes : 
and  that  it  may  not  be  imputed  to  his  majefty's 
want  of  care,  or  the  negligence  of  his  counfellors^ 
that  no  Tuch  alliances  were  entered  into,  I  muft 
take  the  boldnefs  to  fay,  that  his  majefly  left  no- 
thing unattempted  in  order  thereunto ;  and  know- 
ing very  well,  that  France  refolved  to  begin  a  war 
upon  Spain,  as  foon  as  his  catholic  majefty  fhould 
depart  this  world,  which  being  much  fooner  ex- 
pected by  him,  they  had,  two  winters  before,  been 
at  great  charge  in  providing  plentiful  magazines  of 
all  provifions  upon  the  frontiers,  that  they  might 
be  ready  for  the  war,  his  majefty  ufed  all  pofliblc 
means  to  prepare  and  difpofe  the  Spaniard  to  that 
apprehenfion,  offering  his  friendfhip  to  that  degree,, 
as  might  be  for  the  fecurity  and  benefit  of  both 
Crowns.  But  Spain,  flattering  itfelf  with  an  opi- 
nion, that  France  would  not  break  with  them,  at 

leaft 
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CHAPi  leaft  that  they  would  not  give  them  any  atu(e  by 
>  '  i  adminiilering  matter  of  jealoufy  to  them,  never 
,667.  made  any  real  apjproach  towards  a  friendfhip  with 
his  majefty ;  but  both  by  their  embafladors  here, 
and  to  his  majefly's  embaffador  at  Madrid,  alwa^-s 
infilled,  as  preliminaries,  upon  the  giving  up  of 
Dunkirk,  Tangier,  and  Jamaica. 

•*  Though  France  had  an  embafiador  here,  to 
whom  a  projedt  for  a  treaty  was  offered,  and  the 
lord  Mollis,  his  majefly's  embaflador  at  Paris,  ufcd 
all  endeavours  to  promote  and  profecute  the  laid 
treaty,  yet  it  was  quickly  difcerned  that  the  prin- 
cipal deCgn  of  France  was  to  draw  his  majefty  into 
fuch  ajiearer  alliance,  as  might  advance  their  de- 
figns,  without  which  they  had  no  mind  to  enter 
into  the  treaty  propofed :  and  this  was  the  ftatc  of 
af&irs,  when  the  war  was  entered  into  with  the 
Dutch,  from  which  time  neither  crown  much  con* 
fidered  their  making  an  alliance  with  England^ 

"  As  I  did  from  my  foul  abhor  the  entering 
into  this  war,  fo  I  never  prefumed  to  give  any  ad- . 
vice,  or  counfel  for  the  way  of  man^ng  it^  but 
by  oppoiing  many  propofitions,  which  leemed  to 
the  late  lord  treafurer  and  myfelf  to  be  unreafon- 
able,  as  the  payment  of  the  feamen  by  tickets,  and 
many  other  particulars  which  added  to  the  ex- 
pence. 

•'  My 
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"  My  ehemies  took  all  occafions  to  inveigh  CHAP, 
againil  me ;  and  making  friendOiip  with  others  out  t  '  ^ 
of  the  council,  of  more  licentious  principles,  and  1667. 
who  knew  well  enough  bow  much  I  difliked  and 
complained  of  the  liberty  they  took  to  themfelves 
of  reviling  all  counfels  and  counsellors,  and  turning 
all  things  ferious  and  facred  into  ridicule,  they 
took  all  ways  imaginable  to  render  me  ungrateful 
to  all  forts  of  men  (whom  I  (hall  be  compelled  to 
name  in  my  own  defence)  perfuading  thofe  who 
mifcarried  in  any  of  their  defigns,  that  it  was  the 
chancellor's  doings,  whereof  I  never  knew  any 
thing.*  However,  they  could  not  withdraw  the 
king's  favour  from  me,  who  was  ftill  pleafed  to 
ufe  my  fervice  with  others;  nor  was  there  ever 
any  thing  done,  but  upon  the  joint  advice  of  at 
leajft  the  major  part  of  thofe,  who  were  confulted 
with :  and  as  his  majefty  commanded  my  fervice 
in  the  late  treaties,  fo  I  never  gave  the  leaft  advice 
in  private,  nor  wrote  dhe  letter  to  any  perfon  in 
cither  of  thofe  negociations,  but  upon  the  advice 
of  the  council,  and  after  it  was  read  in  council,  or 
at  leaft  by  the  king  himfelf,  and  fome  others ;  an4 
if  I  prepared  any  inftruftions  or  memorials,  it  was 
by  the  king's  command,  and  at  the  requeft  of  the 
fecretaries^  who  dcfired  my  affiftance :  nor  was  it 
any  wilh  of  my  own,  that  any  embaflador  fhould 
give  me  an  account  of  the  tranfadtions,  but  to  the  , 

fecretary,  with  whom  I  was  always  ready  to  advife  ; 
noT  am  I.confcious  to  myfelf  of  having  ever  given 

advice 
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CH  AK  ndvide  that  hdtKpro^edniifcliieVolis,  or  htcditemcnt 
I  to  his  majcfly ;  and  1  hive  beto  fo  far  fipom  bebg  Ac 
1667.  fole  manager  of  offiursi  that  1  have  not  iti  the  wbde 
laft  year  been  above  twice  with  his  itiajc^  in  any 
room  alone,  and  very  feldom  ifi  the  two  or  thrw 
years  preceding;  and,  fince  the  parliament' at  Ox- 
fcmi,  it  hath  been  very  vifiUe^  that  my  credit  hath 
been  very  little,  and  that  very  few  things  have  been 
hearkened  td,  which  have  been  propofed  by  tht^  but 
contradifted,  eo  ttwnine^  becaufe  propoied  by  me. 

"  I  fnoft  humbly  befetfch  your  lordihips  to  fc- 
member  the  office  and  truft  I  had  for  feven  years, 
.  .  in  which,  in  difcharge  of  my  duty,  I  was  obbged 
to  ftop  and  obftnidk  many  men's  pretences,  and  to 
refufe  to  fee  the  feal  to  many  pardons  smd  other 
grants,  which  would  have  been  profitabid  fd  thofe 
who  procured  them,  and  many  wherdof,  upon  my 
reprefentation  to  his  majefty,  were  for  ever  ftopt, 
which  naturally  have  raifed  many  enemies  to  me : 
and  my  frequent  concurring  with  the  late  lonf 
treafurer  (with  whom  I  had  the  honouf  to  have  a 
long  and  a  faft  friendfhip  to  his  death)  in  repref^nt- 
ing  fcveral  exceflcs  and  exorbitances,  the  yearly 
iflues  fo  far  exceeding  the  revenues,  provoked 
many  perfons  concei'ned,  of  great  power  and  cre- 
dit, to  do  me  all  the  ill  offices  they  dobld  9  tod  jct 
I  may  faithfully  fay,  that  I  never  meddled  with  Any 
part  of  the  revenue,  or  the  adminiflration  of  it,  but 
when  I  was  defired  by  the  late  lord  treafurer  tc 
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giVe  him  my  iffiflance  ind  advice,  (having  bad  the      ^^^' 
honour  formerly  {o  ferve  the  crown  as  chancellor  *   ^ 

of  the  exchequer)  which  was  for  the  moft  part  in  1667. 
his  majefty's  prefenee,  in  which  nly  cfpiriion  always 
concurred  with  the  major  part  of  the  councillors 
who  wefre  f)refent :  all  >^hich,  upon  examination^ 
will  be  made  manifeft  to  your  lordfliips,  how  much 
foever  my  integrity  is  blafted  by  the  malice  of 
ihofe,  who,  I  am  confident,  do  not  b'felieve  them- 
ftlves :  nor  have  I  in  my  life,  upon  all  the  treaties^ 
or  otherwife,  received  the  value  of  one  fliilling 
from  all  the  kings  and  princes  in  the  world  (ex- 
cept the  book&  of  the  Louvre-print  fent  me  by  the 
chancellor  of  Fnince,  by  that  king's  direftion)  but  . 
from  my  own  mailer,  to  whofe  entire  fervice,  .and 
tb  the  good  and  welfare  of  my  country,  no  man's 
heart  was  ever  more  devoted. 

"  This  being  my  prefent  condition,  I  do  ifioft 
humbly  befeech  your  lordlhips  to  entertilin  a  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  me,  and  to  believe  me  to  be 
innocent  from  thofe  foUl  afpc?rfiorts,  until  the  con- 
trary (hall  be  proved,  which  I  am  fure  can  never  be 
by  any  man  worthy  to  be  believed  :  and,  fincejthe 
diftemper  of  the  tinies,  arid  the  difference  between 
the  two  houfes  in  the  prefent  debate,  with  the 
power  and  malice  of  my  enemies,  who  gaVe  out 
that  I  ihouid  prevail  with  his  majefty  to  prorogue 
or  diflblve  this  parliament  in  difpleafure,  and 
thceaten  to  expofe  me  to  the  rage  and  fuiy  of  the 
VOL.  II.  A  a  people, 
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people,  may  make  me  to  be  looked  opon  as  the 
caufe,  which  obftnifts  the  king's  fervicc,  and  the 
unity  and  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  I  mod  humblf 
befeech  your  lordfliips,  that  I  may  not  forfeit  your 
lordfhips'  favour  and  proteftion,  by  withdrawing 
myfelf  from  fo  powerful  a  perfecotion,  in  hopes  I 
may  be  able,  by  fuch  withdrawing,  hereafter  to  ap- 
pear and  make  my  defence,  when  his  majefty's 
juftice,  to  which  I  ihall  always  fubmit,  may  not  be 
obftrufted,  or  controuled,  by  the  power  of  thofc^ 
who  have  fworn  my  deftrudlion." 

Vote  for  its  This  addrefs  was  no  fooner  read,^than  thofe  who 
byt&com-  had  contributed  moft  to  the  earl's  withdrawii^ 
monhang-  himfclf  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  who  .were  privy 
to  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  having  done  fo,  af- 
fefted  to  be  much  troubled,  that  he  had  efcapcd 
iheir  juftice ;  and  moved,  that  orders  might  be 
forthwith  fent  to  ftop  the  ports^  that  fb  he  might 
be  apprehended;  when  they  well  knew  that  he  was 
landed  at  Calais.  Others  took  exceptions  at  fomc 
expreffions,  which^  they  faid,  reflected  upon  the 
king's  honour  and  juftice ;  and  moved,  that  the 
petition  might  be  entered  in  their  journal<-book,  to 
the  end  that  they  might  fiirther  conlider  of  it; 
which  was  accordingly  ordered.  The  lords  then 
defired  a  conference  with  the  commons,  to  impart 
to  them  the  earl  of  Clarendon's  petition,  and  the 
•account  received  'of  his  efcape^  which  removed  the 
occafion  of  their  late  difpiKc  about  conunittiiig 

him. 


main. 
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him.    Th^  duk6  of  Buckingham,  who  was  At      CHAR 
bearer  of  di^  meflag^  to  the  commons,  (aid^  **  The     ^    -  /-^ 
k>td^  have  commanded  me  td  deliver  you  this  (can-        16^7. 
dalous  aj)d  feditious  paper,  fent  from  the  earl  of 
Clslrefidon  :  they  bid  me  td  prcfent  it  to  you,  and 
defire  you  in  convenient  time  to  fend  it  to  them 
again^  for  it  has  a  ftyle  which  they  are  in  love 
with,  and  therefore  defire  to  keep  it." 

Ttie  rcadibg  df  the  petitioh  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons fanned  the  former  flame  of  their  refentment. 
After  {otnt  Very  bitter  inve&ives  againft  the  malig- 
faity  of  iht  writer,  for  thus  daring,  as  they  alledged^ 
to  libel  the  jtiftice  of  the  liation,  they  voted,  that' 
the  papisr  contained  much  untruth,  and  fcandal,- 
and  fedition  in  it,  and  that  it  (hould  be  pt^blicly 
burnt  by  the  cdmmon  hangman ;  in  which  vote 
the  lordi  readily  concurred,;  and  the  fentencc  was 
accordingly  executed  with  the  tlfual  formalities  by 
the  appoi'nted  ofEcer. 

But  ^  Vehgeance  of  the  earl's  enemies  was  hot  Aapafledfor 
yet  fatisfied.     Sdme  of  the  members  of  the  lower  c|^^^^j[.g 
houfe  (poke  loudly  of  a'  bill  df  attainder  agaiiifl  incapadiH^ 
him;     As  the  king  did  not  mean  that  the  perfecu-  ^^j 
tion  (hould  be  carried  td  the  lad  extremity^  he 
prevailed  with  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  th^ 
earl  of  Arlington  to  content  themfdves  with  a  bill 
of  incapacity  and  bani(hment.     This  was  foon 
igreed  to  by  the  peers,  but,  in  the  commons^  met 
A  a  2  with 
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PHAP,  with  great  oppo&ion.  They  feemed  refbhtd  qpO« 
V  '  i  rigorous  jufticc,  and  voted,  "  that  the  king  (hoaU 
1667,  be  prayed  to  iflue  out  his  proclamation  for  fum- 
moning  the  (aid  earl  to  appear  by  a  day,  and  to 
apprehend  him  in  order  to  his  trial  ^  and  that  the 
lords  be  fent  to  for  their  concurrence  in  this  vote.** 
Th^  Igrds  refufed  their  concurrence,  becaufc  Ac 
vote  was  contrary  to  their  bill.  Frclh  difputcs 
were  likely  to  arife ;  but  the  commons',  after  a  little 
private  management,  were  induced  to  give  war, 
and  retrafting  their  former  vote,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  December,  they  paffed  the  bill  fent  them  by  the 
lords,  which  received  the  royal  aflent  by  commif- 
fion  next  day  ^  and  the  parliament  by  the  king's 
delire  adjourned  to  the  fixth  of  February. 

^cmin^  As  adl  the  vacancies  at  court,  and  in  the  princi- 

X  fyTm  5^^  pal  offices  of  the  ftate  had  been  long  filled  by  tk 

couit-poli-      carl  of  Clarendon's  enemies,  his  removal  was  only 

tic  I. 

followed  by  the  before-mentioped  appointment  ot 

fir  Orlando  Bridgman  to  the  place  of  lord  keeper. 
But  though  no  real  change  was  made  in  the  dircc- , 
tors  of  the  king's  counfels,  the  (hew  of  fome  altera.  1 
tion  of  fyftem  was  to  be  kept  up,  for  the  double  pur-J 
pofe  of  rendering  the  pretent  miniftry  popular,  and 
of  throwing  all  the  odiqm  of  pad  milgovcrnmcnt 
on  the  difgraced  chancellor.     With  this  view^.  and 
by  the  particular  advice  of  the  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, the  king  revoked  the  Canary  patent,  whicli 
had  been  complained  of  as  an  injurious  monopoly^ 

iflued 
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iilued  a  proclamation  for  enforcing  the  laws  againft      ^^^^^^ 
popilh  rcCufiints ;  gave  orders  to  the  attornpy-ge*  '  ^^ 

nevai  to  proceed  by  a  '^w  iVarrafUo  againft  the        2667. 
charcei^.Ot'  the  wood-mongers  company,  for  various 
abufes  in  the  fale  of  fuel }  propofed  a  reform  in 
the  expences  of  his   houfehold;    and  in  ihort, 
feemed  intent  upon  redreiling  every  national  griev^* 
ance  *. 

»  *  • 

While  the  afFeftions  and  confidence  of  the  Caufeofncw 
people  were  thus  courted  at  home  by  fpecious  ap-  ^i^'i^u* 
pearanceS)  an  alliance  was  formed  abroad,  whick 
was  really  deferving  of  the  jufteft  praife,  and  which, 
if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  would  have  not  only 
promoted  the  interefts  of  England,  but  the  pe^ce 
and  iecurity  of  Europe.  It  was  a  combination  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  French  king,  who,  in  the 
midft  of  the  treaty  at  Breda,  had  entered  Flanders 

*  Notice  was  given  in  the  gazette,  that  his  majefhr,  for  the 
better  regulating  of  public  buiinefs,  had  eftabliflied  a  committee 
for  foreign  affairs,  to  which  all  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  all  other 
his  majefty's  officers  and  minifters  were  to  apply ;  a  conunittee 
for  fuch  matters  as  concerned  the  admiralty,  nav}',  and  all  mili- 
tary affairs;  a  committee  for  trade  and  navigation ;  and  a  com* 
mittcc  for  complaints  and  grievances,  under  the  exprefs  reftric- 
tion  of  not  meddling  with  property ;  and  to  render  this  confll* 
tution  more  effectual,  it  was  farther  declared  in  his  majefty's 
name,  that,  for  the  future,  nothing  Was  to  be  refolved  in  council, 
til)  the  matter  had  been  firfl  examined  by  one  or  other  of  the 
committees,  to  which  it  refpe^ed. 

A  a  3  with 
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CHAF.,  with  ;ui  airoy  of  above  forty  thouf^fid  men  *,  wd 
*,  ^  '  ^  whofe  j:oDquefts  wore  a6  rapid  as  bis  auirch»  0m 
1667.  towns  in  thofe  provinces  being  too  badly  fonified, 
and  top  weakly  garrifooed  to  impede  his  €aiee^ 
Sweden  had  been  long  jealous  of  the  defigns  of  the 
French  king,  and  was  therefore  ready  to  enter  into 
any  treaty,  which  might  prefcribe  limits  ,to  his  am- 
bition. I  before  obferved  what  advances  were  made 
to  that  end  before  the  clofe  of  the  war.  But  Hol- 
land was  dill  more  immediately  interefted :  Flai>- 
€krs  was  the  great  barrier  between  them  and  their 
juftly  fufpefted  ally,  the  fuddennefe  of  whofe  i^ 
ruption  filled  the  States  widi  the  utmoft  alarm. 
They  complained  violently  of  the  king  of  France's 
breach  of  faith,  who,  after  having  proniifed  that 
he  would  undertake  nothing  without  their  partict* 
pauon,  fcarcely  gave  them  notice  of  his  claims  to 
the  Low  Countries,  when  he  marched  with  a  for- 
midable army  to  enforce  his  unexamined,  apd  very 
queftionable  pretenfions-f-. 

Such 

*  He  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  thirty-five  thouland  men, 
commanded  by  the  famous  Turenne;  bcfidcs  two  other  bodies 
of  troops,  under  the  condu6l:  of  D'Aumont  and  CSequi,  wlw 
with  Turenne  were  iooked  upon  as  the  greateft  generals  of  the 
age.  The  Spaniards,  to  whom  the  Low  Countries  at  that  time 
belonged,  repofing  upon  the  faith  of  treaties^  had  noadetto  pre- 
parations of  defence;  nor  were  they,  indeed,  capable  of  any 
nrhich  could  have  effeftually  refifted  fo  powcrfti)  an  invaiGon. 

-f  France  and  Spain  had  long  been  engaged  in  wars,  which 
Jcept  all  Europe  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  agitation  and  difturbanre. 
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Such  a  temper  In  the  States  afforded  a  very  fa-     ,^J*^'- 
vourable  opportunity  for  the  renewal  of  the  over^i  *       ^'    ^ 
tores  indiredly  made  them  by  Elngland  before  the        4667. 
conferenoes  began  to  Breda.  But  his  majefty  at  that 
time  was  fiall  of  rcfentment  at  the  French  king's 
perfidy;  slnd  the  warmth  of  his  indignation  had 
fince  confiderably  abated.     In  truth,  ati  attachment 
to  France  was  fomewhat  like  a  difeafe  in  his  majefty  *s 
conftitution,  which  though  it  admitted  of  fome 
temporary  palliatives,  could  never  be  effeftually 
€\ured,  but  left  him  liable  to  frequent  relapfes.  Too 
many  of  his  council  were  ftill  more  carelefs  of  the 
danger,  to  which  Europe  was  expofed  by  the  pro- 

In  order,  as  was  then  thought,  to  reconcile  fuch  unhappy  dif- 
ferences, a  family  alliance  was  propofed  and  concluded  between 
the  two  courts.  Lewis  the  XlVth  married  the  Spanifli  Infanta; 
and  by  the  treaty  of  the  Pyrenees  renounced  in  the  moft  pofitive 
and  unequivocal  manner  all  claims  on  account  of  his  wife  to 
every  part  of  the  Spanift  dominions.  But  now,  on  the  death  of 
.bis  &ther-in-law,  the  king  of  Spain,  he  retracted  that  renuncia- 
tion, and  pretended  that  natural  rights,  depending  on  blood  and  - 
fucceffion,  could  not  he  annihilated  by  ^y  extoif^  deed^or 

By  the  cuftom  of  fome  pans  of  Brabant,  a  female  of  the  firft 
marriage,  in  private  fucceflion,  is  preferred  to  a  male  of  the  fe- 
cond ;  and  as  the  queen  of  France  llgpd  in  this  predicament,  in 
regard  to  feniority  of  birth,  Lewis  inferred,  that,  though  the  late 
king  of  Spain  had  left  an  in£ant  fon,  his  queen  had  a  right  to 
this  in^fCNtant  duchy.  The  fame  rule  alfo,  by  \?hich  he  had 
acquitted  himfeif  of  the  rrifaraints  laid  on  him  by  the  ad  of  re« 
nunciation,  in  the  cafe  of  Brabant,  extended  to  every  part  of  the 
Sponilh  dpminions;  and  the  only  barrier  which  remained  to  hi^ 
claims  on  that  extcnfive  empice  was  the  life  of  a  fickly  infent. 

A»4  greft 
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grds  of  the  French  arms ;  and  it  is  likely  that  Eo^* 
land  might  have  continued  for  fome  time  looger 
an  IndifTcrent  fpeftator  of  the  conqueft  of  Flan- 
ders, if  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  fir  William 
Coventry  lud  not  perfuaded  the  king,  that  his  fpi*- 
ritcd  imcrpofition  at  fuch  a  moment  of  univerfal 
alarm  would'  wipe  off  all  the  difgraces  of  the  late 
war ;  would  give  his  majefty  frefh  conlequence  in 
the  (bale  cf  Europe ;  would  retaliate  the  intrigues 
and  i^nperioufnefs  of  France  $  would  flatter  the 
pride  and  prejudices  both  of  his  parliament  and  his 
people ;  and  would  make  the  one  readily  grant, 
and  the  others  as  chearfully  pay  whatever  fupplics 
his  majefty  fliould  have  occafion  to  demand.  Upon 
thefe  fuggeflions,  it  was  refolved  in  council  to 
m^ike  fuch  propofals  to  the  Dutch,  as  they  were 
not  likely  to  refufe  at  the  prefent  crifis ;  and  the 
condudt  of  the  treaty  was  committed  to  fir  William 
Temple,  of  whofe  charader  and  abilities  it  is  nc- 
ceflary  in  this  place  to  give  fome  accouFft. 


Chinder 
and  nc£ocia- 
tionsof  fir 
William 
Tpmple. 


This  gentleman  was  the  fon  of  fir  John  Temple, 
a  mafter  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland  in  the  late  king's 
reign  He  was  a  member  of  the  Irilh  convention 
at  the  reftpration  of  his  prefent  majeft^y  ^  and  being 
re-elefted  to  ferve  in  the  fubfequent  parliament, 
was  deputed  by  them,  as  one  of  their  cooimif- 
fioAers  in  1662,  to  wait  upon  his  inajefty,  and  to 
rcprefent  the  great  diftrefs  and  confufion  that 
country  was  in  for  want  of  fome  fatisfaAory  fettle- 

ment. 
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fldent.  During  his  attendance  at  court,  his  talents  CHAP, 
and  induftry  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of  «.  ^ '  ^ 
the  chancellor,  and  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham ;  x667, 
but  the  latter  more  particularly  cultivated  his 
firiendfliip.  He  knew  the  value  of  fuch  a  partifan, 
and  negleifted  no  means  of  fecuring  his  attachment. 
When  the  preliminaries  of  the  bargain  'with  the 
bifhop  of  Munfter,  were  ligned  by  his  agent  in 
London,  Mr.  Temple;  was  fent  over  to  have  them 
ratified ;  and  there  beifig  fome  likelihood,  that  his 
&rvices  abroad  might  be  farther  wanted,  he  was 
ordei^d,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with^thc 
bifhop,  to  go  to  Bruifels,  where  a  refident^s  com- 
miflibn,  and  a  patent  creating  him  a  baronet  were 
fent  him,  as  marks  of  his  majefty's  approbation. 
At  the  termination  of  the  war  he  received  letters 
of  recal ;  but,  a  few  days  after  his  return,  he  was 
appointed  his  majefly's  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  the  States  General.  No  man, 
indeed,  could  be  better  qualified  for  fuch  a  com* 
miifion  :  he  pofleffed  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  political  views,  as  well  as  of  the  real  interefts 
of  the  different  ilates  of  Europe ;  and  united  to  a 
great  prefence  pf  mind  in  debate  the  farther  advan- 
tage of  an  animated,  iniinuating,  and  perfualive 
addrefs.  He  had  alfo  formed  a  perfonal  ac« 
quainCaace  with  De  Witt,  in  a  viiit  incognito  to 
HolUn4t  while  lie  reiided  abroad.  His  integrity 
^a$  unqueftioned  i  and,  indeed,  he  refembled  his 

patron 
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CHAP,      patten  in  nodiing,  except  the  fuppofed  ]ookox& 
^       *   i     of  his  religious  principles. 


1M7. 


Sir  William,  as  foon  as  his  orders  were  dUpatdi- 
ed,  repaired  with  the  utmoft  feotcy  to  jhe  Hague, 
and  loft  not  a  moment  to  communicate  the  great 
objed  of  his  embaffy,  ftrongly  urging  the  dired 
oeceffity  of  an  offenfive  league  between  Ei^^and 
and  Holland,  as  the  only  ipnuis  of  forcing  back 
into  its  proper  channel  the  |pwer  of  France,  which 
had  overflown  its  banks,  and  feemedno  bear  down 
every  thing  before  it  with  the  impetuofity  df  a  tor- 
rent. De  Witt  was  ftarded  at  this  unexpe&ed 
overture;  and  though  he  knew  that  fuch  a  juoc« 
tion  could  not  fail  of  producing  the  intended  ef- 
feft,  yet  he  had  great  reafon  to  be  prejudice4 
againft  any  o&rs  from  a  couft,  of  whole  enmity  to 
himfelf,  as  well  as  to  his  country,  he  had  fo  many 
recent  proofs.  Nor  did  the  penfionary  difiembie 
his  fentiments  on  this  head:  be  told  fir  Wmiamt 
**  that  the  meafure  he  propofed  was  too  bold,  and 
too  precipitate,  to  be  agreed  to  by  the  States,  who, 
fill  matters  came  to  extremities,  could  never  deem 
it  prudent  to  abandon  an  old  ally,  and  rely  entirdy 
on  a  treaty  with  England,  which  had  lately  w^ed 
(o  cruel  a  war  againft  them."  He  added,  *^  chat 
ever  iince  the  reign  of  EFizabeth,  there  had  been 
fijch  a  fluctuation  in  the  Englifh  councils,  that  it 
was  not  poffible,  for  two  years  together,,  to  taka 

any 
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any  fui^  or  certain  meafures  with  that  kingdom;      CHAP, 
and  though  the  prefent  miniftry,  having  encere4    i^       /     ^ 
into  views  which  were  confomiable  to  national  in-        1667. 
tereft,  promifed  a  greater  firmnefs  and  conflancy, 
yet  it  might  ftill  be  unlafe,  in  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  an 
importance,  to  put  an  entire  confidence  in  them." 

Upon  this  declaration  on  the  part  of  De  Witt,  ExtraonK- 
which  he  rigidly  adhered  to,  while  he  admitted  the  [|^  toTffeft 
neceffity  of  fome  other  expedient,  a  treaty  of  de-  the  foccdy 
teniiye  alhance  was  entered  upon,  and  nnilhed  the  Triple 
with  a  degree  of  difpatch  unprecedented  in  Dutch  ^^****^' 
ncgociations.    The  penfionary,  when  he  had  re* 
ccived  the  firft  advice  of  the  king  of  France^s 
marph  into  Flanders,  not  only  expoilulated  with 
D*£ftrades  upon  fuch  a  breach  of  promife  to  the 
States,  but  wrote  a  very  ftrong  remonftrance  to  the 
king  himfelf  on  his  uncandid  and  violent  proceed- 
ings.   Lewis  by  this  time  had  made  confiderable 
progrefs;  but  dreading  a  combination  againft  him, 
if  he  grafped  at  all  the  Spanifli  dominions  in  die 
Low  Countries,  he  offered  to  renounce  all  farther 
claims,   in  right  of  his  queen,  on  condition  of    . 
cither  retaining  the  conquefts  he  had  already  made» 
or  of  having  irrevocably  transferred  to  him  the 
duchy  of   Luxemburgh,  or  the  fovereignty  of 
Franche  Comte,  with  Gambray,  Douay,  Aire,  St. 
Omer*s,  and  two  or  three  other  places.     De  Witt 
thought  this  propofal  preferable  to  a  war;  and  after 
*few  confcrei>ces  with  fir  William  Temple  on  the 

fubjeft. 
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CHAP,      fubjcft,  and  fomc  extraordinary  excrtfens  to  obtuii 
.     not  only  the  confent,  but  the  tatification  of  the 
1667,        ^ates  General,   without  confulting  their  confli- 
tuents,  the  alliance  between  En^and  and  HoDand 
was  concluded  in  fiv«  days  after  the  firft  over- 
ture*. 

This  mafterpieoc  of  political  negociation  was 
fubdivided  into  three  treaties,  or  rather  three  di- 
ftinft  agreements  united  in  one  treaty  by  their  nc- 
ceflary  conoeftion,  as  ididtated  by  thf  the  {ame  fpi- 
rit,  tending  to  the  fame  end,  and  confirmed  with 
the  fame  validity.  The  firft  contained  the  articles 
of  a  defenfive  alliance  between  England  and  the 
States  General,  by  which  either  party  ieng^ed  to 
aflift  tli«  other  with  certain  ftipulated  fuccours,  in 


.  *  By  die  c^nftitutjon  of , the  Dutch  r^ubliic,  not  only  all  the 
provinces,  but  every  city  in  each  prbvince  muft  confent  to  the 
ena^ing  of  every  law,  and  the  ratification  of  every  treaty.  The 
Ihorteft  period  of  time,  therefore,  in  u*hich  tht^  bufinefi  couH 
be  difpatched,  was  twoinonihs,  and  it  was  much  to  be  dreaded, 
that  by  the  influence  of  French  gold  the  paffing  the  trea:^  would 
be  obftinifted  in  foroe  of  the  fmallcr  cities.  D'Eftradc,  tlie 
French  embaffador,  treated  the  league  fo  lightly  as  to  (ay  in  con- 
tempt, that  it  would  be  time  enough  to  fpeak  to  it  in  fix  wccK 
However,  Dc  Witt  was  determined  to  be  before-hand  with  the 
embailador,  and  Hiked  his  own  fafety  to  preierve  thie  coawaan- 
wealth :  by  his  authority  and  example  he  prevailed  yfith  tbe 
States  General  to  fign  and  ratify  the  league,  though  it  )vas  de- 
clared by  them  all,  that  if  it  difpleafed  their  oonftituents,  they 
rjfked  their  heads  for  the  irregularity. 

cafe 
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f»fe  of  being  attacked  by  any  enemy  i  and  this  alli-      ^^^^" 

ance  was  to  be  perpetual.     By  the  fecond,  it  was     v     / ,  y 

agreed,  that  the  contrafting  parties  Ihould  join        1667. 

th^ir  endeavours  to  difpofe  the  king  of  France  to 

make  peace  in  the  Low  Countries  upon  the  con* 

ditions  offered,  and  Spain  to  make  choice  of  one 

or  the  other  fide  of  the  alternative,  before  the  end 

of  M^y,  with  foil  fecurity  of  having  the  remainder 

of  the  Nedierlands  guarantied  to  that  crown  by 

the  mediating  powers ;  but  in  cafe  of  any  difficulty 

on  the  part  of  Sp^n,  they  were  to  induce  the  king 

of  Fiance  not  to  profecute  liis  claim  by  force  of 

arms,  but  leave  it  wbplly  to  the  allies,  to  procure 

Che  ends  propofed  in  this  le^^e.     In  th^  third, 

they  engaged,  that  in  cafe  any  difficulties  (hould 

arife  concerning  the  renunciation,  care  Ihould  be       ^    • 

taken  fo  to  fetde  the  articles  of  peace   between 

France  and  Spain,  as  to  create  no  prejudice  to  the^ 

rights  of  either  j  but  if  one  fide  only  (hould  rejeft 

this   expedient,    then  the  allies  (hould   proceed 

againft  the   refufer;  and  if  the  king  of  France^ 

(hould  recede  from  the  alternative  he  himfelf  had 

propofed,  the  conditions  pf  which  were  fpccified 

in  the  fecond  treaty,  and  (hould  make  farther  pro- 

grefs  in  Flanders,  then  the  allies  ihould  join  with 

Spsun,  and  make  war  upon  the   king  of  France, 

till  they  (hould  compel  him  to  comply  with  the 

terms  of  the   Pyrenean  treaty,     Th^  allies  alfo 

agreed  to  ufe  their  endeavours  to  eftabli(h  peace 

between  Spain  and  Portugal  j  and  though  they  did 

nai 
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CHAP,      hot  pretend  to  hinder  the  king  of  Ffance  fixyffl 

^     /    i     giving  any  did  to  Portugal,  they  engaged  to  pre* 

1667.       Tent,  as  far  aji  lay  in  their  power,  his  i^iftii^  that 

nation  by  making  war  in  the  NetheHands^    All 

thefe  articles  were  to  be  ratified  within  four  weeks  *; 

A  third  power  foon  entered  into  all  the  condi- 
tions of  this  alliance.  The  Swedi(h  embafiador  af 
the  Hague  engaged  that  his  mafter  (hould  accede 
to  the  treaty,  if  a  place  wits  left  for  him  as  a  prin- 
cipal;  which  being  done,  the  king  of  Sweden's 
ratification  was  received  in  a  litde  time  ;  and  the 
triple  knot  feemed  to  be  tied  with  indi^dubte 
firmneis. 

Secret  indig-  Both  the  Ctowns,  wbofe  diflenfions  had  given 
Soadi^king  ^^^^^^  this  alliance,  were  almoft  equally  diflatisficd 
at  this  treaty,  with  it.  The  king  of  France,  though  the  alterna^ 
tive  had  been  firft  propofed  by  himfelf,  was  greatJj 
mortified  to  think,  that  what  he  wiftied  to  appear 
as  a  voluntary  aft,  and  the  effeft  of  his  great  mo- 
deration, (hould  now  be  prefcribed  to  him  as  it 
were  by  force,  and  in  the  form  of  an  imperious 
mandate.  He  could  hardly  fupprefs  his  indigna- 
tion at  feeing  fuch  a  little  ftate  as  Holland  ptefumo 
to  be  the  arbiter  of  kings.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
he  would  have  employed  his  ufual  artifice,  his  pro- 

*  The  Triple  Alliance  was  figned  on  the  twenty-tlHrd  rf 
January. 

mifcsy 
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miies,  and  his  bribes  at  the  Englifh  court  to  pre-      CHAP. 
vent  a  circumftance  fo  humiliating  to  his  pride,     ^     /  _* 
had  he  timely  notice  of  the  negociation.     But  the        1667* 
altiance  was  concluded  almoil  as  foon  as  he  heard 
that  it  was  begun*,  fo  that  finding  his  efforts  to 
obftruft  it  were  too  late,  he  concealed  his  difplea*  • 
fore  J  and,  by  his  eafy  compliance  with  the  terms, 
endeavoured  to  betray  Holland  into  a  ftatc  of  un- 
fuipedting  fecurity. 


*  We  meet  with  the  following  remarkable  palfage  in  a  letter 
from  monfieur  de  Lionne  to  the  count  D'Eftrade^  three  days  be- 
fore the  Triple  Alliance  was  figned :  **  We  agree  with  you  here 
in  the  truth  of  what  you  write,  that  there  are  fecret  endeavours 
to  engage  the  States  in  a  league  for  the  defence  of  the  Low 
Countries;  but  the  king  knows,  beyond  the  pofiibility  of  a 
doubt,  that  whatever  the  Englxih  will  fay  on  tliis  occaiion,  re- 
iults  only  from  their  jealoufy  and  fear,  that  the  States  fhmild 
enter  into  ftriAer  alBances  with  his  majefty;  and  perhaps  to  en* 
g^ge  into  meafures  which  may  entirely  difoblige  France :  and  X 
may  add,  that  if  the  negociation  of  this  league  fhould  advance  at 
London,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  render  the  king  apprehcnfive 
of  thrconclufion  of  it,  he  has  in  readinefs  fome  fare  method  to 
ftop  it  aln^oft  at  once,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  do  the  Englifli  the 
greateft  pleafure  in  the  world.  I  cannot  explain  myielf  further^ 
but  monfieur  De  Witt  has  too  much  penetration  not  eafily  to 
know  and  judge  that  what  I  &y  is  true."  Though  the  (ecrecy 
and  extraordinary  difpatch,  with  which  the  league  was  con- 
chided,  put  it  out  of  the  king  of  France's  power  to  employ  hit 
Jkr€  method  ofjiop^ing  £r,  he  foon  found  the  (ame  means  equally 
efiedual  in  breaking  it.  Charles  was  perfuaded,  without  much 
difficulty,  to  untie  the  triple  knot,  and  undo  the  only  afl  in  all 
bis  engagements  with  foreign  powers,  which  feenaed  deferring  of 
applaufe. 

The 
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The  Spanifh  miniflry  were  much  mofeHflfe* 
ferved  in  the  avowal  of'  their  diflatis&Aion :  they 
looked  upon  the  claims  6(  the  French  king  as 
founded  in  themofi:  flagrant  injuftice,  and  derivii^ 
their  only  validity  from  the  fword/  They  acknow- 
ledged themfelves  under  no  obligation  to  the  Dutdi 
for  an  interference,  which  evidently  proceeded 
from  a  regard  to  their  own  fecurity ;  nor  did  they 
thank  the  other  powers  for  wilhing  to'  fatiate  the 
rapacity  of  France  by  the  facrifice  of  fo  confi^r- 
able  a  part  of  the  Spanifh  provinces.  While  they 
hefitated  therefore  to  accept  of  the  alternative  of- 
fered them,  and  feemed  rather  willing  to  abandon 
the  whole,  than  to  be  uhjuftly  deprived  of  a  part, 
the  king  of  France  invaded  Franche  Comte,  atnd 
in  about  ten  or  twelve  days  nutdc  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  whole  province.  At  lad  when  the  court  of 
Madrid  found  that  neither  England  nor  the  State) 
could  be  induced  to  take  a  decifivq  part  in  theiv 
favour,  while  France  acceded  to  the  terms,  they 
fent  orders  to  their  governor  in  Flanders  to  churc 
the  firft  condition  of  the  alternative*  by  which 
France  was  to  retain  all  the  conquefts  flie  had 
made  when  the  alternative  was  propofed,  and 
which  of  courfe  did  not  include,  Franche  Comte. 
This  unexpefted  choice,  by  which  Spain  gave  up 
fo  many  places  almoft  !n  the  heart  of  her  provinces,. 
was  made  with  a  view  of  engaging  both  Holland 
and  England  in  a  ftri&er  union  for  the  defence  of 

the 
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the  reft.    No  farther  obftacle  remaining  to  the      CHAP, 
n^ociation  of  a  peace,  it  was  foon  concluded  by    ^_       _'  ,_^ 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  different  powers,  who        t668. 
met  at  Aix-la-chapelle  *.    France  reftored  Franche 
Comte,  but  was  confirmed  in  the  pofleflion  of  its 
other  conquefts,  after  formally  renouncing  every 
farther^  claim.     The  obfervance  of  the  articles  was  ' 
guarantied  by  England,  HpUand,  and  Sweden,  who 
were  alfo  allowed  to  folicit  the  acceffion  of  any 
other  princes  and  ftates  that  might  be  inclined  to 
join  them  in  the  fame  cngj^ement. 

Some  time  before  the  Triple  Alliance  produced 
the^defired  eflfeft,  with  regard  to  France  and  Spain, 
a  treaty  was  concluded  between  the  latter  and  Por- 
tugal, by  the  mediation,  and  under  the  guarantee 
of  England.  By  this  treaty  Portvigal,  after  a  long 
ftruggle  to  (hake  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  was  declared 
to  be  free  and  independent ;  and  the  right  of  fuc- 
ceflion  to  that  crown  was  confirmed  to  the  Bra- 
ganza  family "{-.     Thus,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 

months, 

*  The  conferences  at  Aix  laded  but  for  a  fortnight,  and  the 
treat}'  was  acceded  to  by  ail  parties  and  (igned  on  the  fecond  of 
May. 

t  Portugal  was  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  or  rather  was 
rcdoced  to  a  ftate  of  the  moft  abje£l  vaflalage  by  Philip  II.  in 
1 580,  Th^  viceroys  under  that  tyrant  and  his  immediate  fuc- 
ceflbrs  purfued  fuch  a  fyflem  of  rapacity  and  oppreflion  as  at  • 
length  excited  a  revolt  at  Liibon  on  the  firft  of  December,  1640, 
when  the  psople  almoft  forced  John,  duki*  of  Brnganza,  the  legi- 

▼ou  II.  6  b  timate 


550  sfi-cRET  HisrroftT  of 

^HAR      months,  the  diSbfences  oj  all  tjte  belligerenc  fiatts 

^^     ^'    J    w^re  fecmingly  corapofed,  and  the  traoquility  of 

i66a.        ^luropc  provided  for  by  the  fekh  of  the  moft  fo- 

kmn  treaties,,  and  the  expected  Tigiiaoce   of  & 

pow^riul  confederacy. 

Ncwcoimfcis       ta  the  midft  of  thefe  very  honourable  andpoli- 

adopted  in  fa-     .  ,  •       r  i  i. 

vour  of  the  ^^  endeavours  to  promote  lumrerrai  peace,  the  par- 
non-confpr-  liaoicnt  met,  according  to  their  adjournment,  on 
the  tenth  of  February ;  and  both  the  king  and  his 
minifters  had  feme  right  to  €xpe6k  the  warmefl: 
congratulations  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  overtures 
mode  to  the  Dutch,  and  a  chearful  grant  of  fiip- 
plies  to  fulfil  the  conditions  of  that  treaty*  Bur 
the  friends  of  the  exiled  chancellor,  and  fome  mif- 
guided  zealots  had  not  been  idle  during  the  recefs. 
They  induftrioufly  circulated  reports,  that  the  carl 
was  removed  only  to  divert  public  vengieance  from 
it^  proper  objedb,  the  principal  direftors  of  the 
late  difgracefui  and  calamitous  war  -,  and  to  open 
the  way  for  the  re-eftablifiimcnt  of  prefbyterians  on 
a  footing  of  perfcft  equality.  This  latter  aflertion 
was  not  only  the  more  readily  believed,  but  excited 
the  greater  jealoufy  and  alarm,  as  the  miniftry  had 
aftually  taken  fome  flops  towards  that  end,  and 
had  even  engaged  a  few  of  the  moft  moderate  d\^ 


timate  heir,  to  aflert  his  own  right,  and  the  independency  of  his 
country.  Both  were  confirmed,  in  the  reigu  of  Alphonfo  his 
fucceflbr,  by  the  above  treaty, 

vifles 
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Vines  of  the  cftaHifhcd  church  *  to  affift  them  in 
preparing  fuch  a  plan  of  comprehenfion^     I  muft, 
before  I  proceed  any  farther,  explain  the  caufe  of       1668. 
this  temporary  change  in  the  apparent  deiigns  of 
the  court. 

In  a  former  part  of  thefe  remarks  -f-,  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  when  the  duke  of  Buckingham 
headed  the  cabal  in  oppofition  to  government,  he 
kept  up  an  intimate  correfpondence  with  many 
perfons  of  the  greateft  weight  among  the  non- 
conformifts,  and  declared  himfelf  a  ftrong  friend 
to  their  principles,  and  a  warm  advocate  for  liberty 
of  confcience.  Thefe  profeffions  were  only  made 
with  a  view  of  increafing  his  popularity  and  his 
party  5  for  fo  far  from  being  inclined  to  favour  this 
or  that  particular  fedt  through  any  belief  in  their 
tenets,  all  fenfe  of  religion  was  totally  extinguifhed 
in  his  mind  by  long  habits  of  debauchery  and  pro- 
fanenefs.  Upon  his  reftoration  to  royal  favour, 
and  his  taking  the  lead  in  public  meafures,  he  did 
not  think  it  fafe  to  (hake  off  his  oH  friends,  not 
flady  to  contradi<5t  his  former  affurances.  He 
therefore  refolved  to  fccure  the  confidence  of  fo 
large  a  body  of  men,  whofe  intereft  might  give  ad- 

*  Among  thefe  were  Tillotfon  and  StillingftecC,  clergynien 
highly  cftecmcd  for  their  learning,  their  talents,  and  their  mode* 
ration. 

t  See  page  263. 

;        -  B  b  2  ditional 
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CH^P.  ditional  ftability  to  his  power.  He  prevailed  widi 
^  '  '  i  the  king  to  adopt  his  notions  for  a  little  time ; 
j^668.  and  had  even  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  the  friends  ot 
the  papifts,  that  the  propofed  lenity  to  proteftant 
diflenters  would  ultimately  prove  more  ferviceabk 
to.  the  Roman  catholics,  and  reconcile  the  people 
to  greater  condefcenfions  in  their  favour,  than  the 
fyftem  of  intolerance  hitherto  purflied. 

OpDofitioa  But  though  the  duke  had  carried  his  point  in 

of  the  com-  ^j^^  cabinet,  and  flattered  himfelf  with  the' hope  of 
gaining  the  acquiefcence  of  both  houfes,  yet  the 
loud  clamours  of  the  church  party,  and  the-*  pre- 
mature triumph  of  the  diflenters  themfehTS  excited 
in  parliament  a  fpiric  of  the  moft  determined  op- 
pofuion.  On  the  very  morning  of  their  re-aflem- 
bling,  and  before  the  king  went  to  the  houfe,  the 
commons  gave  a  fufficient  fpecimen  of  their  inten- 
tions by  voting,  that  fuch  of  the  members,  as  were 
of  the  privy-council,  fliould  attend  his  majefh 
with  a  requefl:,  in  the  name  of  the  houfe,  **  that 
he  would  ifluc  out  a  proclamation,  for  the  putting 
in  prefent  execution  the  laws  in  force  concerning 
religion  and  chnrch-government,  now  eftablilhed 
according  to  the  Adt  of  Uniformit)\"  Nor  could 
all  the  efforts  of  the  court  party  obtain  even  the 
delay  of  this  vote,  till  the  houfe  fliould  be  informed 
of  his  majcfty's  fentimcnts  on  the  fubjcft  from  bii 
own  lips. 

After 
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After  paflJng  this  vote,  the  attendance  of  the      CHAP, 
commons  was  required  by  the  king  in  the  houfe  of 


peers,  where  he  communicated  to  his  parliament  1668, 
the  pleafing  news  of  his  having  made  a  defenfive 
league  with  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
and  another  for  an  efficacious  mediation  of  peace 
between  France  and  Spain,  into  which  the  king  of 
Sweden  had,  by  his  embaflador,  offered  to  entet 
as  a  principal.  His  majefty  next  availed  himfelf 
of  the  prefent  poflure  of  his  neighbours,  and  of 
the  obligations  he  lay  under,  in  confequence  of  the 
new  alliance,  to  urge  the  nece£Gty  of  a  fpeedy  fup- 
ply,  which  might  enable  him  to  build  fome  large 
ihips  now  much  wanted  in  the  navy,  to  fortify  the 
poxts,  and  more  immediately  to  fet  out  a  fleet  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  weight  to  the  propofed  me- 
diation. Having  dwelt  fufficiendy  upoi>  thefe 
points,  he  added,  "  that  for  the  fctding  a  firm 
peace,  as  well  at  home  as  abroad,  there  was  one 
thing  more  he  held  himfelf  obliged  to  recommend 
to  them,  which  was,  that  they  would  ferioufly 
think  of  fome  courfe,  to  beget  a  better  union  and 
compofure  in  the  minds  of  his  proteftant  fubjeds,'  . 
in  matters  of  religion,  whereby  they  might  be  in- 
duced not  only  to  fubmit  quietly  to  the  govern- 
ment, but  alfo  faithfully  give  their  alTifbnce  to^? 
wards  the  fupport  of  it." 

The  commons  did  not  difavow  the  great  plea- 

fur«  they  felt  at  his  majefty^s  gracious  communica- 

B  b  3  tion 
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CHAP,  tion  of  the  aUiances  entered  into  with  HolUnd 
1  '  J  and  Sweden ;  but  as  this  was  connedled  wid^^  die 
1668.  demand  of  a  fupply,  they  declined  taking  the 
king's  fpeech  into  confideration,  and  refolved  firft 
to  examinie  into  all  the  mifcarriages  dyring  the  late 
war,  for  which  purpofe  they  appointed  a  committpe 
of  inquiry.  They  not  only  affirmed  tb^  vpte  they 
had  paffed  in  ..the  morning,  and  caufed  it  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Icing  in  the  afternoon }  but  they 
refolved  to  go  themfelves  in  a  body,  and  to  pr^fent 
^n  addrefs  in  more  precife  and  pointed  terms, 
humbly  reqqpfting  his  majefty  **  to  iijue  out  his 
proclamation  for  enforcing  the  laws  agdnft:  c(mi- 
venticles ;  and  that  care  might  be  taken  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  peace  J^gainft  all  unlawful  af- 
femblies  of  p^pifts  smd  non-rconformifts," 

As  the  ill  temper  of  th^  commons  was  fuppofed 
chiefly  to  proceed  from  their  jealoufies  on  the  fcore 
of  religion,  Buckingham  advifed  the  king  to  ihew 
the  utmoft  readinefs  in  complying  with  fheir  laft 
requeft ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  parliament 
^n  indireft  hint,  that  he  prefumed  they  had  not 
loft  fight  of  the  plan  of  unipn,  which  he  had  re- 
commended to  dieir  pare  in  his  fpeech.    This  was 
done  with  great  artifice  and  delicacy  in  the  pream- 
ble, or  opening  of  the  proclamation,  where  his 
majefty  declared,  "  that  upon  information,  that 
divers  perfons,^  abufing  the  clemency  ufed  to  the 
(Jiflenters,  (even  whilft  is  was  tmdcr  cgnfideration  to 

find 
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find  out  a,  way  far  tie  better  union  of  bis  protcjiant  fuh-       CttAl*. 
jeSs)  had  of  fete  openly  held  unlawful  aflcmblieS  i         '     1 
and  conventicles,  he  would  by  no  means  permit        1668. 
fuch  notorious  contempts  of  himfelf  and  his  laws 
to  go  unpuniihed."     But  the  commons  were  at    • 
prdent  very  little  inclined  to  admit  of  any  unioh, 
except  what  was  prefcribcd  by  the  aft  ^  of  yiji- 
fbraiity :  the  fpirit  of  party  was  inflamed  by  a  blind 
and  implacable  zeal ;  and  it  was  thought  impofli- 
blc  to  fecure  dte  interefts  and  perrce  of  the  church 
but  by  the  means  moft  likely  to  dcftroy  both,  in- 
difcriminate  and  unrelenting  perfecution.     They 
voted,  therefore,  that  no  man  (hould  bring  any 
bill  into  the  houfe,  relating  to  a  camprehenfion,  or 
toleration ;  and  the  king  was  foon  after  obliged  to 
afffent  to  an  aft  fot  enlarging  and  enforcing  thfe 
feverities  of  a  former  bill  for  the  fuppreffioji  of 
conventicles. 

Various  difcoveries  of  mlfconduft  in  the  late  Inquiry  into 

,  J  J  J  ,       themilina- 

war  were  every  day  made  and  reported  to  the  nagcmentof 
lower  houfe  by  the  committee,  whom  they  had  thelatcwar. 
chofen  for  that  pnrpofe.  Brotinker  was  the  firft 
perfon,  on  whom  their  vengeance  fell  for  the  order 
he  gave  to  flacken  fail  on  board  the  duke  of  Yort*s 
(hip,  which  prevented  the  probable  deftruftion  of 
the  enemy's  fleet,  after  being  fo  much  fliattered  in 
the  firfl:  day*s  engagement.  They  expelled  him 
the  houfCj^  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  ordered 
him  to  be  itt^peached.  They  were  equally  fevere 
Pb4  W 
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^Tv^^*  in  their  animadverlions  on  the  attepipt  at  Berghen  | 
^  /  '  on  the  plundering  of  the  two  EaU  India  (hips, 
1668.  while  the  Dutch  fleet  pafled  by ;  on  the  want  of 
intelligence,  and  dividing  the  fleets  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  war  -,  on  not  fetting  out  a  fufEcient  fleet 
the  lafl  year,  and  the  feparation  of  thofe  (hips  that 
were  out,  fo  that  they  became  ufelefs ;  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  feamen  by  tickets ;  on  the  want  of 
provifion  and  ammunition  in  the  fleet,  and  An  the 
forts ;  and  on  the  laft  difgraceful  lofs  fuftained  at 
Chatham,  for  which  commiflioner  Pell  underwent, 
like  Brounker,  the  infamy  of  expulfion. 

Appoint-  Conuniflioners  of  accounts  were  alfo  appointed 

miffioners  of  ^^^^  feflion  to  exainine  into  the  expenditure  of  all 
accounts.  xh^  money  voted  for  the  fupport  of  the  war.  They 
applied  themfelves  with,  great  fidelity  to  the  dii- 
charge  of  that  important  truft^  but  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  making  their  report  on  the  fubjeft  till 
near  the  end  of  Odtober  in  the  following  year,  as 
;  the  parliament  did  not  meet  again  till  then.  Th? 
earnefl:nefs  of  the  commons,  however,  was  not 
abated  by  that  delay ;  and  finding,  among  other 
very  exceptionable  articles,  that  immenfe  funis  had 
been  iflqed  out  of  the  exchequer,  by  authority  of 
the  privy  feal,  to  fir  George  Carteret,  freafurer  of 
the  navy,  without  fpecifying  the.  particular  u(es  to 
which  that  money  was  applied,  they  began  with 
expelling  him  the  houfe,  and  would  have  then 
faken  other  meafures  againfl  him,  had  not  the 

king, 
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^^g>  by  A  icompliance  with  whofe  orders    fir  CHAP. 

George  had  incurred  fuch  feverities,  immediately  i        '  * 

prorogflcd  the  parliament,  and  thereby  put  a  fud-  1668- 
den  flop  to  all  farther  proceedings. 

During  the  agitation  of  fo  many  complaints  and  Impatience 
grievances,  the  king  fent  repeated  meflages  to  ex-  forThe  mZ 
prefs  his  impatience  at  the  deUy  of  the  money-bill,  nej'-biJL 
and  to  remind  the  commons  of  the  obligation  he 
was  under  to  fet  out  a  fleet,  in  confequence  of  the 
late  treaty.  His  own  wants  were,  as  ufual,  very 
urgent :  his  ordinary  revenues  had  not  yet  reco- 
vered frpm  the-fliock  given  them  by  the  plague, 
by  the  dreadful  fire,  and  by  the  interruption  of 
trade  during  the  war.  He  and  his  miniftets  were 
alfo  apprehenfive,  that  if  the  differences  between 
France  and  Spain  (hould  happen  to  be  fettled,  be- 
fore the  fupplies  were  voted,  the  commons  would 
be  much  more  niggardly  in  their  grant,  as  there 
would  in  that  cafe  remain  no  pretence  for  any 
naval  armamenr.  Every  efadeavour  was  therefore 
ufed  to  prefs  this  bufinefs  upon  the  attention  of  the 
houfe,  and  to  engage  them  to  prepare  for  an  ad- 
journment againft  the  beginning  of  May ;  but  a 
new  incident  fell  out  to  retard  a  little  the  celerity 
of  their  progrefs* 

One  Mr.  Skinner,  a  merchant  of  London,  hav-  Violent  con- 

Ing  grievous  matter  of  complaint  againft  the  Eaft  b^^tiJ^^^,^ 

India  company  for  feizing  a  fhip  and  cargo  of  his,  yn  a  point  of 

1  judicature. ' 
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QHAP.  and  aflankiag  ius  perfon,  dad  not  think  proper  to 
^  —  M  ieek  redscfe  in  ihe  uiual  nnnner  by  conUDcncing  t 
^{L  fuit  in  WeftminAer  Hall,  but  brought  the  bufinefl 
diredly  before  the  faoufe  of  lords,  by  ifWiy  of  peti- 
tion. They  examined  his  complaint,  and  awarded 
him  five  diou&nd  pounds  damages.  Sir  Samuel 
Bernardiilon,  as  governor  of  die  Eaft  Indig  com* 
pany,  made  an  appeal  in  their  behalf  to  the  hoofe 
of  commons,  who  voted  Skinoer's  com^int  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  lords  thereon  illegal,  and 
ordered  Skinner  himfelf  to  be  ukea  into  cuftody 
by  the  fegcant  at  arms.  The  lords  fined  with  rc* 
fentoKnt,  iflued  a  fimilar  order  for  the  comtnk* 
^ment  of  fir  Samuel,  and  other  Eafl  India  direftorS) 
and  .declared  their  appeal  ro  the  commons  to  be 
(candalous.  Several  conferences  took  place  b^ 
twcen  both  houfes,  but  ferved  only  to  widen  tht 
breach,  the  lords  vindicating  their  right  to  (uch  an 
ei^ercife  of  judicial  authority,  and  the  commons  ai 
pofitively  aflferting  it  to  be  unpreced^ited,  uncon* 
ftitutional,  and  illegal  The  commons  followed 
up  their  former  refolution  by  a  fecond  vote,  **  that 
whoever  (hould  be  aiding,  or  affilling  in  puttii^  in 
execution  the  order  or  fentmce  of  the  houfe  of 
lords,  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Skinner  againft  the 
Eaft  India  company,  (hould  be  deemed  a  betrayer 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  commons  of 
England,  and  an  infringer  of  the  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  commons.'^ 

In 
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In  the  paufes  of  this  violent  quarrel>  time  was 
found  to  cany,  through  the  neceflary  flages,  the 
bill  for  a  fupply  to  his  m^efty  of  three  hundred  1668^ 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  raifed  by  an  im* 
pofition  on  wines  and  other  liquors.  The  king 
going  to  the  houfe  on  the  fourth  of  May,  gave  his 
ailcnt  to  this  bill,  and  adjourned  the  parliament  till 
the  eleventh  of  Augull;  though,  as  I  before  in- 
timated, they  did  not  meet  ag^n  till  the  latter  end 
of  the  next  year,  being  adjourned  a  fecond  time  to 
the  firft  of  March,  and  then  prorogued  to  the  nine- 
teenth of  Oftober,  1669.  The  difpute  between  the 
two  houfes  on  Skinner's  affair  was  afterwards  re- 
fumed  with  equal  warmth  and  equal  obftinacy  on 
both  fides ;  nor  was  the  queftion  of  right  or  privi- 
lege at  laft  decided.  The  king  interfered,  and  at 
his  inftance,  both  houfes  confented  to  raze  the 
whole  proceedings  out  of  their  refpeftive  journals. 

1:-       *       *       *       .ife       *       *        *        qiF        *  * '   *       *        • 
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THE  author  of  the  Secret  rtiftory  has  fo 
clearly  laid  open  to  us  the  ruling  paffions, 
and  the  pernicious  defigns  of  Charles  and  his  bro- 
ther, that,  though  our  curiofity  muft  be  greatly 
diGippointed  by  the  difcontinuance  of  his  accurato 
information,  yet  no  additional  details  could  throw 
any  new  light  on  charafters,  with  whom  we  arc  al- 
ready,made  fo  well  acquainted.  The  condud  of 
the  king  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign,  and 
the  meafures  purfued  by  his  fucceflbr,  are  but  ^na- 
tural and  almoft  neceflary  confequenCes  of  the 
principles,  by  which  we  find  they  were  both 
governed,  from  the  very  moment  of  the  Reftora- 
tion.  Our  purpofe  therefore,  in  writing  a  Supple- 
ment, is  by  no  means  to  trace  with  painful  minute- 
nefs  the  farther  proceedings  of  fuch  deteftable 
monfters,  but  to  iix  upon  thofe  protuberances  of 
their  depravity,  which  feem  to  fwell  out  from  the 

vicious 
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vkioUi  mafsj  u  if  to  forc^  themfelves  upon  ouf 
notice^  and  to  excite  our  peculiar  abhorrence. 

The  firflb  of  thofe  di%racefel  a<fts  h  the  fecret 
treaty  entered  into  with  France  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1669,  a  treaty  unparalleled  ih  the  hiftory 
of  nations^  by  which  one  tyrant,  immerfed  in 
ienfuaJkyv  betrayed  to  ^not^dr,  more  gtiided  by 
ambition,  the  interefts  of  his  own  kingdom,  and 
the  principal  fecurity  of  furrounding  ftates.  This 
was  not  effedted  by  the  intrigues  of  France: 
Charles  was  too  forward  a  proftitute  to  wait  for  the 
cffiecs  of  ^  CsdAcer :  he  hlw&li  made  the  firft  ad- 
imnccs  >  aad  oxptettcd  the  moft  teazing  impatience 
tiU  thtf  rniaaious  bargain  was  concluded.  He  be- 
l^by  tampei:ing  withr  the  French  embafiador; 
hM  being  afraid  of  Gommtmicating  his  (entiments 
toO'&eely,  if  the  French  monarch  (hould  not  lijce 
his  propofals,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  fifter,  the 
dud^fs  of  Orleans,  whofe  wit,  beauty,  and  taknt$ 
for  intrigue  ^ve  her  at  that  time  confiderable  in- 
fluence in  the  court  of  France  •.     Through  her 

the 

*  In  his  conefpondence  t^ith  his  fiiler  at  this  time,  Charles 
compliments  her  highlj  on  her  difcretion  and  zeal  to  unhc  botll 
,  cfowns:  he  aflurcs  her,  it  would  be  the  king  of  France's  fault, 
if  the  treaty  was  not  concluded ;  and  exprefles  his  hatred  and 
contempt  of  the  Dutch  in  the  mod  indelicate  tenns.  *•  You 
know,"  he  foys  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  the  old  4ytng  in  Eoglandy 
the  more  a  t— -<i  is  ftirred,  the  more  it  {link%  and  I  do  not  care  a 
t— d  for  any  thing  a  Dutchman  Taj's  of  me;  and  lb  I  think  roil 

have 


^  tiegiKkdon  V9z&  entered  upon  ;  sknd  all  difi* 
deuce  beiog  reoioved,  trufty  embafladocs  were  fent 
to  both  courts^  that  the  terms  img^t  be  adjufted 
with  the  greater  difpacch,.  and  wkk  the  piofoiiadldii 
fecrecy  *. 

Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour^  a  declared  papift^ 
was  the  pcrfbp:  appointed  to  go  to-  Paris,  with  full 
iufhii^tions ;  amd  none  of  the  minidry  or  council; 
were  admitted  into  the  fecret^  but  Arln^on^  CUf^ 
ford,  and  iir  Richard  Healing,  who  were  aU  Ro^ 
man  catholics.  The  draught  of  the  propofed  treaty 
is  faid  to  be  Healing's  compofition,  and  was  deli- 
vered by  him  to  Colbert,  tlie  French  embaffador, 
on  the  eighteenth  of  December  1669.  The  pre- 
amble, befides  the  ufual  cant  of  perpetual  friend- 
Ihip  and  union,  contains  two  very  curious  afler- 
tions,  viz.  that  it  fliould  be  beyond  the  power  of 
any  thing  in  the  world  to  difturb  this  peace,  a^d 


have  enough  upon  this  dirty  fubje^<,  which  nodiing  but  al  (link- 
ing Dutchman  could  have  been  the  oaufe  of,"  This  is  not  thr 
only  fpecimen  ftill  upon  record  to  convince  us»  that  Charles* 
language  to  his  familiar  friendd  was  alwa\'s  as  filthy  as  his  fenti- 
ments  wei'e  debafed,  and  his  conduct  infiamous. 

*  It  was  Charles's  intention  to  have  intrufted  the  whole  ma- 
nagement of  the  bufinds  to  his  fxfter,  without  the  intervention  of 
embafladors;  but  her  pregnancy  prevented  her  coming  to  Eng- 
land for  that  purpofe.  **  I  muft  confefs,"  he  tells  her  in  another 
of  his  letters,  "  I  was  not  very  glad  to  hear  you  were  with  child, 
becaufc  I  had  a  thought  by  your  making  a  journey  hither,  all 
things  mig^t  have  been  adjuiled  without  an}*  Aifpicion." 

that 
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that  the  articles  it  contained  implied  fudi  &  degree 
of  mutual  confidence,  and  were  of  fuch  advantage 
to  the  contra<5ting  parties,  that  it  would  be  hardly 
|>ofiible  to  find  an  inilance  of  a  more  important 
treaty,  agreed  upon  and  ratified  in  any  j^.  But 
men  void  of  honour  and  honefty  are  incapable  of 
any  lading  friendftiip  :  as  their  union  is  cemented 
only  by  the  intereft  of  the  moment,  it  carries  m 
itfelf  the  principles  of  its  own  diflblution.  As  to 
the  extraordinary  importance,  or  rather  the  unpa- 
ralleled infamy  of  the  bargain,  the  reader  will  judge 
of  it  after  the  perufal  of  the  articles :  * 

Art.  I.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  being  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  the  catholic  religion,  and 
refolved  to  declare  himfelf  a  catholic,  and  to  re- 
concile himfelf  to  the  church  of  Rome,  thinks  the 
afliftance  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  may  be  nc- 
ceflary  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his  defign  :  it 
is  therefore  agreed  and  concluded  upon,  that  his 
^  moft  Chriftian  majefty  (hall  fupply  the  king  of 
England,  before  the  faid  declaration,  with  the  fum 
of  two  hundred  thouftnd  pounds  fterling,  one  half 
to  be  paid  in  three  months  after  the  ratification  of 
the  prefent  treaty,  and  the  other  half  in  three 
-months  more :  and  farther  that  his  moft  Chriftian 
majefty  fliall  aflift  the  king  of  England  with  troops 
and  money,  as  there  may  be  occafion,  in  cafe  the 
faid  king's  fubjedts  fliould  not  acquicfcc  in  the  did 
da:laration,  and  rebel  againft  his  faid   Britannic 

majefty 
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xn^efty  (which  is  not  thought  likely :)  and  to  the 
end  that  the  iaid  declaration  may  have  the  wi(hed^ 
for  fliccefS)  arid  be  executed  'with  the  greater  lafety» 
it  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  day  for  ej:ecuting  this 
defign  (hall  be  entirely  at  the  option  of  the  king  of 
England.'* 

When  Lewis  read  this  firft  irticle,  both  he  and 
his  minifters  were  probably  afhamed  of  the  grofs 
indelicacy  in  the  terms  of  the  bargain,  as  if  the 
money  was  a  bribe  for  Charles's  declarii^  himfelf 
a  papift.  The  language  was  therefore  foftened  in 
the  following  manner ;;  and  the  fom  of  two  mil- 
lions of  livres  was  inferted,  inflead  of  two  hundred 
thouland  pounds : 

•*  The  king  of  Great  Britain,  being  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  catholic  religion,  is  refolved  to 
reconcile  himfelf  to  the  church  of  Rome,  as  foon 
as  the  good  pofture  bf  affairs  in  his  kingdom  will 
permit  him;  and  though  he  has  every  reafon  td^l 
hope,  and  to  promife  himfelf,  that  even  thofe^ 
upon  whom  God  may  not  yet  havQ  poured  down 
his  grace  in  fuch  abundance  as  to  difpofe  them^^ 
after  fo  auguft  an  example,  to  become  converts, 
will  not  fail  in  the  inviolable  obedience,  which  all 
people,  though  of  a  different  religion,  owe  to  their 
fovercigns ;  neverthelefs,  as  there  are  often  found 
ui  lai^e  iftates  reftlefs  and  turbulent  fpirits,  who 
ftrivc  to  4ifturb  thfe  public  peace,  particularly  when 

xoU  II.  C  c  they 
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they  Have  fo  plau^le  a  pretext  as  that  of  reii^on« 
hisBricaQiric  majefty,  who  has  nothing  more  at 
heart,  after  l^Kving  given  peace  to  his  own  con- 
fcience,  than  to  confirm  that  which  the  mildnefi 
of  his  government  has  procured  to  his  (ubje^ 
believes  that  the  beft  means  to  prevent  its  being 
altered,  would  be  the  certainty,  in  cafe  of  any  di- 
fturbance,  of  the  afliftance  of  his  mofl  Chriilian 
majeily,  who,  dcfirous  of  giv'u^  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  Upon  this  occafion,  effifhial  proofs  of  his 
liriendlhip,  and  of  his  wilh  to  contribute  to  the 
{uccefs  of  a  defign  fo  advantageous  to  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  even  to  the  whole  catholic  religion, 
hath  promifed,  and  doth  hereby  promife  to  iupply 
the  faid  king  of  Great  Britain  with  the  fum  of  two 
millions  of  livres,  one  half  to  be  paid,  &c/' 

**  II.  It  hath  been  likewife  agreed  between  the 
moft  Chriilian  king  and  his  Britannic  mi^efty,  that 
#c  faid  moft  Chriftian  king  ftiall  not  break,  nor 
•tever  infringe  the  peace,,  which  he  hath  made  with 
Spain,  nor  violate  in  any  particular  his  promifes 
in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ihall  be  permitted 
to  maintain  the  faid  treaty,  conformably  to  tjie 
conditions  of  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  the  engage- 
ments which  depend  thereon." 

The  abfurdity  of  this  article,  which  is  deftroycd 
by  the  one  immediately  following  it,  ferves  only  to 

expofc 
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estpofe  Charles's  weak  attempt  to  conceal  fomepart 
of  his  own  bafencfs  in  this  contraft. 

"  If  any  new  rights  or  claims  on  the  Spanish 
monarchy  (houkl  hereafter  fall  to  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  king,  it  has  been  agreed  between  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  moftChriftian  king,  thai  the 
faid  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall  affift  the  faid  moft. 
Chriftian  king  with  aH  his  forces,  as  well  by  fea  as 
land,  to  facilitate  the  acquifition  of  the  faid  rights  ;  . 
the  whole  at  the  expence  of  his  moft  ChriftiaCn  ma- 
jefty ;  and  in  order  to  obviate  all  difputes  that  may 
arife  in  adjuftiiig  the  accounts  of  the  faid  troops, 
it  is  fettled  ind  agreed  upon  between  the  faid  fo- 
ver^ign  lords,  that  the  levying  and  tranfporting  of 
all  the  kmd  forces,  which  the  moft  Chriftian  king 
fhall  W2^Rt,  or  may  require,  ftiall  be  at  the  expence 
of  the  faid  moft  Chriftian  king ;  and  this  prefent 
treaty  being  concluded,  particular  articles  fhall  be 
entered  into,  as  well  concerning  the  pay  and  fub- 
fiftencc  of  the  faid  land  forces,  as  to  r^ulate  the 
manner  and  conditions  upon  which  they  are  to 
ferve :  but  as  a  calculation  cannot  be  fo  well  made 
of  the  expcnces  of  a  naval  armament,  fubjedt  to 
fo  many  accidents,  and  compofed  of  fo  many  parts, 
and  it  being  at  the  fame  time  neceflary  to  reduce 
the  whole  to  one  head,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  naval 
forces  which  fhall  be  employed,  as  above  men- 
tioned, in  the  fervice  of  his  moft  Chriftian  ma- 
jefly,  fhall  be  paid  by  the  faid  moft  ChrifHjcri  king, 
C  c  a  at 
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at  the  rate  of  three  pounds,  fifteen  (hiUuigf  a  man 
per  tnontli,  including  the  pay  of  all  officers  and 
failors,  provifion,  ammunition,  rigging,  reficdng, 
and  lofs  of  (hips  during  the.  war,  and'  diis   from 
the  time  that  the  faid  troops  (hall  be  raifedtill  Acj 
are  difcharged,  reckoning  twenty-ei^t  days  to  a 
'  month )  and,  upon  the(e  conditions,  (uch  a  num- 
ber of  (hips  of  fuch  force  as  hh  mo(l;^ChrKlian  ma- 
jcfly  (hall  judge  neceflary  for  his  fervice  (hall  be 
furni(hed  within  the  time  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe:  and  as  it  may  happen  that  this  affiftance 
(hall  be  required  to  bring  under  obedience  to  his 
mod  Cbridian  majedy  fome.diftant  proTinces  and 
places  bordering  on  tlie  Mediterranean,  which  arc 
at  prefent  under  fubjeftion  to  the  Spaniards,  and 
that  it  may  be  inconvenient,  or  even  impoffible  for 
his  Britannic  majefty's  fleets  to  keep  the  fea,  without 
fome  ports  and  harbours  of  thci^  own,  where  they 
may  put  in  from  time  to  time  to  careen,  to  get  pro- 
vifions  and  ammunition,  and  to  have  ftorehou(c5, 
as  well  as  proper  places  to  refit,  it  has  been  agreed  j 
between  the  faid  fovereign  lords,  that  the  king  o£ 
Great  Britain  (hall  for  ever  have  for  himfelf,  hii 
heirs,  and  fuccelTors,  the  ifland  of  Minorca;  i$ 
alfo  fur  the  better  accommodation  of  his  land  and 
fea  forces,  (hall  liave  for  himfelf,  his  heirs,  and 
fucceflTors,  the  port  and  town  of  Oftcnd  in  die 
Low  Countries,  with  fuch  an  extent  of  territory 
round,  as  (hall  be  di^cmed  capable  of  paying  con 
tributions  enough  for  the  maintenance  of  a  propel 

'garriiba 
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garrifon  there ;  and  in  order  to  take  the  faid  placei; 
and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  the  moft  Chriftian  king  (hall  ufe  the  feme 
efforts,  and  employ  as  many  troops  as  to  acquire 
places^  the  pofleffion  of  which  is  to  be  veiled  in 
himielf :  moreover,  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  pro- 
mifes  and  engages,  as  well  in  his  own  name  as  that 
of  the  moft  Chriftian  queen,  his  heirs,  fucceflbrs, 
and  afligns  (the  aforefaid  claims  on  the  Spanilh 
monarchy  having  devolved  to  him)  to  aiEft  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  to  make  hinlfelf  mafter  of 
the  countries  and  places  in  America,  which  are  at 
prefent  fubjeft  to  Spain,  and  to  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  coun* 
tries  and  places  in  America  to  fubmit  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  faid  king  of  England ;  and  the 
laid  people  having  fubmitted,  or  being  reduced  to 
fubmiifion,  (hall  always  be  accounted  fubjefts  of 
the  feid  king  of  Grea^  Britain,  and  of  his  heirs 
and^ucceflbrs :  it  is  alfo  agreed  and  concluded, 
that  neither  of  the  faid  fovereigns  Ihall  make 
peace,  without  the  confent  and  ^probation  of  the 
odier,  with  any  prince  or  ftate  whatever,  who  ftiall 
oppofe  the  rights  or  juft  titles,  that  may  devolve  to 
the  faid  mqft  Chriftian  king,  as  is  t>efore  meiv 
tipned/* 

"  IV.  It  is  likewife  agreed  between  the  feid  fo- 
vereigns, that  they  (hall  make  war  with  all  their 
forces  both  by  f^  and  lapd  upoji  the  States  General 
<?C3  <^f 


qf  the  United  ProviQces ;  and  that  the  &i4  imrc- 
reigns  ihall  declare  all  pad  treaties  with  the  (aid 
States  null,  except  that  already  mentioaed  of  the 
Triple  Alliance  made  in  confequencf  of  the  Cfeaty 
^f  Aix-la-Chapelle  i  and  neither  of  the  fiud  kings 
0iaU  make  peare  \9itlr  them,  without  the  know- 
ledge and  confent  of  the  other :  all  comni^f:e  be* 
tween  the  fubjedts  of  th^  (aid  kings  and  of  the  iaid 
States  (hall  be  prohibited ;  and  if  the  fubje^b  of 
either  of  the  faid  kings  trade  with  the  ful^e£k$  of 
^  {aid  States,  the  (hips  and  goods  of  flich  fub* 
j^(5ts  fq  trading  (hall  be  liable  to  be  feized  i^  the 
^bjeds  of  the  otlier  king,  and  (hall  be  deemed 
l^^ful  prize  -,  and  if>  after  the  declaration  ^of  war, 
the  fubjefts  of  either  of  the  (aid  kings  (hall  ealift 
in  fhe  (ervice  of  the  States,  and  be  made  priioaers, 
t^pj  (hall  be  put  to  death  by  the  kings  who($  iub- 
jf&^  (hall  have  taken  them :  [And  forasmuch  as 
4\e  ^nate  and  republic  of  Hamburgh  vc  bound 
by.  tbe  ties  of  intereft  to  the  Sta;^es"  General,  4&d 
experience  having  (hewn  that  the  faid  repqblic  inil 
^ways  ^ilift  the  fiiid  States  iipderhand,  it  i»  agreed 
1^  concluded,  that  war  (hpuld  b^  alfo  dedajred 
^  the  f&nie  time  by  the  (kid  kings  upon  ih^  ikid 
i^oate  and  republic  :]  and  ^  the  prepacpicioiis  by 
fea,  in  order  to  bring  the  war  to  a  happy  iflue, 
wilt  be  unavoidably  excedive,  and  as  that  burthen, 
much  n)ore  heavy  than  a  land  acmy,  vcill  pnnci- 
jfi^ily,  fall  upon  his  Britannic  miyefty,  the  nsaft 
Q:i\gJ^iVkiAg  o^i^ges  to  pay,  every  yeK  viiile  th^ 

war 
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war  kfts,  to  the  faid  kbg  of  Great  Britain,  the 
ium  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterlmg, 
by  way  of  fubfidy,  to  defray  a  part  of  die  very 
great  expence,  which  die  ^  king  of  Great  Britain 
jnuft  neceflarily  incur  in  equippbg  all  his  navari 
force,  as  he  intends,  and  obliges  himfelf  to  do 
every  year  during  the  courfe  of  the  war :  half  the 
faid  (um  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  (ha^ 
be  paid  in  advance  to  the  faid  king  of  Great  Bri« 
tain  three  months  before  the  declaration  of  the  fai4 
war,  and  the  other  half  fix  months  after  the  faid 
declaradon ;  and  thus  annually,  as  long  as  this  war 
ihall  continue,  one  half  in  the  beginning  of  each 
year,  and  the  other  half  fix  months  after :  befide^ 
the  {aid  fleet,  his  Britannic  majefty  will  always 
keep  on  foot  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  infantry^ 
which  he  is  to  tranfport  at  his  own  fexpence ;  and 
of  all  the  conqueils  which  fhaU  be  made  upon  the 
States  General,  the  king  of  Great  Britam  will  ht 
fatisfied  with  the  foUowing  places,  namely,  the 
iilaad  of  Walkeron,  l^clufe,  and  die  ifland  of 
Caflante :  the  manner  of  attack,  and  of  continumg 
the  war  (hall  be  fettkd  by  a  vegulatioa  hereafter  M 
be  concerted:  and  as  fbe  diffolutton  of  fbe gcn;ernffient 
9f  the  Stales  General ^  which  k  the  principat  end  pt^- 
pofed  in  ibis  war^  will  neceflarily  be  of  great  prejfu* 
dice  to  the  prince  of  Osan^,  die  kkig  of  Bng-- 
land's  nephew  y  and  as  even  fame  places,  tdwnsv 
and  goipernments  belonging  to  him  will  be  fouikl 
ift  the  intended  partition  of  the  country,  it  is 

C  c  4  ^reed         ^ 
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agreed  and  concluded,  that  the  faid  kings' wHl  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  the  (aid  prince 
find  his  advantage  in  the  continuation  and  end  of 
this  war,  as  fhall  be  hereafter  flipulated  in  feparatc 
articles,  fince  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  ciedit, 
which  will  be  thereby  given  to  the  prince  and  his 
adherents,  will  contribute  much  to  the  fucccfs  of 
this  war,  at  leaft  will  fow  fuch  feeds  of  jealoufy 
and  divifion  among  the  Dutch,  that  the  conqueft 
of  the  country  will  thereby  become  much  rnori^ 
^afy/.* 

France  refufed  to  declare  wap  s^inft  Hbm« 
burgh;  and  inftead  of  eight  hundred  tkoufand 
pounds,  only  engs^ed  to  pay  Charles  a  fubiidy  of 
three  millions  of  livres  annually  during  the  war. 

^*  V.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  before  the  dedara* 
tion  of  this  war,  the  faid  fovereigns  (hall  u(e  their 
.  utmofl  efforts,  jointly,  or  feparately,  as  occafion 
may  require,  to  perfuade  th^  kings  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark)  or  one  of  them^  to  enter  into,  this  war 
'  againfl  the  States  General,  at  leail  to  oblige  them 
to  remain  neuter:  and  they  will  endeavour  in  the 
fame  manner  to  draw  into  thcfe  meafures  the  elec- 
tors of  Cologne  and  Brandenburg,  the  houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  the  duke  of  Newburg,  and  the  bifliop 
of  Munfter :  the  {aid  kings  will  alfo  do  their  ut> 
moft  to  perfuade  even  the  emperor  and  the  crown 

of 
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of  Spain  not  to  oppofe  the  conqmefl:  of  the  laid 
country." 

• 
In  the  execution  of  this  laft  article,  the  endea^ 
vours  of  the  royal  confpirators^provcd,  indeed,  but 
too  fuccefsful.  The  eleftor  of  Colpgne  and  the 
biOiop  of  Munfter  were  immediately  engaged  to 
take  an  aftive  part  againft  the  Dutch.  Many 
other  of  the  German  princes  were  feduced,  or  inti-r 
midated  into  neutrality.  The  emperor  himfelf  wa^ 
diiTuaded  from  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Dutch, 
till  they  were  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin.  A  fub- 
iidiary  treaty  of  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  a 
year  was  entered  into  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
who,  on  this  confideration,*was  to  hold  a  body  of 
troops  in  readinefs,  either  againft  the  emperor,  or 
the  empire,  if  either  (hould  attempt  to  oppofe  the 
arms  of  Lewis.  In  fhort  Spain  was  the  only  power^ 
whom  neither  bribes  nor  menaces  could  worl^ 
upon  to  betray  the  interefts,  and  the  liberties  qf 
Europe,  at  this  alarming  crifis  *.  -  The  queen  regent 

and 

*  As  foon  as  the  agreement  was  fettled  between  Charles  and 
Lewis,  and  all  the  preparatory  fteps  were  taken  for  the  com- 
mencemenl  of  hofVilities,  the  earl  of  Sunderland  was  diijpatched 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  to  endeavour,  in  concert  with  an  em-  . 
baflkdor  from  Hhe  French  king,  to  perfuade  the  Spanifh  m;* 
niftry,  that  they  had  nothing  more  to  fear  on  the  fide  of  France. 
The  earl  was  alfo  to  recommend  very  ftrongly,  in  his  mailer's 
name,  a  flri^  union  between  the  courts  of  Spain  and  France; 
and  if,  on  giving  a  hint  of  the  defign  againft  the  Dutch,  which» 

it 


^4  STTFFIEMBNT   TO  THE 

and  her  miniftors,  to  their  immortal  honour^  inftesid 
of  fceking  a  temporary  fefety  by  a  mean  ami  ruinous 
connivance  at  the  deHgns  of  France^  and  England, 
formed  a  defenfive  league  with  the  States  General, 
And  proclaimed  to  the  world  their  fpirited  purpoie  to 
feiift  the  progrefs  of  perfidy^  injuftice,  and  amht* 
tioo.  The  court  of  Vienna  was  afterwards  tempted 
%o  follow,  though  late»  fo  glorious  an  example. 

"  VI.  Thcfefundamcntab  being  fettkd,  and  Ae 
king  of  Great  Britain,  after  having  declared  him- 
felf  a  catholic,  being  in  peace  at  home,,  he  kaves 
to  the  moft  Chriftian  king  the  liberty  of  naming 
the  time,  when  they  Ihall  nuke  war  with  ifaeir 
united  forces  againft  the  States  General:  it  has 
fallen  therefore  agreed^  and  conchide49  that  the 

it  was  (aid,  was  mdy  t»  HumUe^  not  to  fiibdue  liiem,  the  oeort 

pi  Spain  fhould  ihew  any  inclioation  to  enter  into  a  dcfeofiv* 
kague  with  that  diilreiTed  flate,  then  the  earl  was  to  join  threats 
with  perfuafion,  and  endeavour  to  intimidate  the  Spanifk  mi- 
Aiftfy  with  an  intimation,  that  It  would  prodace  a  war  with 
fiE^^and.  The  French  minifter  demanded,  on  the  part  of  his 
mailer,  a  firec  pai&ge  through  the  Spianiih  territories^  and  to  be 
fiimiihed  with  forage  upoo  paying  for  it,  with  an  offer,  on  die 
one  hand,  by  way  of  coniideration,  to  put  all  the  late  conqucfb 
in  Flanders,  in  the  queen  of  Spain's  hands,  till  die  king  her  foo 
came  of  age ;  and,  on  the  other,  a  menace  that  his  raajefly  wjs 
able  to  force  his  way,  having  fixty  thouCind  mtn  ready  in  Fkn^ 
ders,  and  twenty  thoufaod  to  make  a  diver&on  in  Citaloaia. 
Such  were  the  cajoleries  and  threats -at  that  time  incflfe^ualhr 
employed  againft  tlie  ibund  and  gcucr^tus  policy  of  the  Spaniih 
cabinet. 

moil 
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voo^  ChriftiaQ  king  fhall  name  the  umea  w|^ich 
fhall  appear  to  him  moH:  proper  for  the  declaration 
pf  tl^e  iaid  w^r»  the  kix^of  Great  Britain  being  af- 
filled,  chat  hi$  nfioft  Chriflian  majefty  in  naming 
the  faid  time,  will  have  regard  to  the  interells  of 
the  two  crowns,  which  after  the  concluiion  of  thit 
treaty  will  be  commpn  and  infeparablo/' 

Though  this  article  was  not  altered  before  the 
figning  of  the  treaty,  Lewis  foon  after  found  means 
tp  make  Charles  defer  the  intended  avowal  of  his 
being  a  papift,  and  to  begin  firft  with  the  plunder 
ff  -the  Dutch, 

**  VII.  If,  upon  account  of  this  treaty,  eidier 
^f  the  iaid  kings  (hould  hereafter  find  himfelf  en- 
gaged in  foreign  or  domeftic  wars,  the  one,  who 
is  npt  %tucked,  fiiall  affift  the  other  with  ail  his 
forces^  till  the  foreign  war,  gr  the  rebellion  (hall 
Ve  ^leU^d. 

* 

"  VIII.  If  in  any  preceding  oreaty  made  by 
ei^r  of  At  &id  kings  with  any  prince  or  date 
wha^ver,  there  (hould  be  found  any  claufes  con* 
trary  to  thofe,  which  are  fpecified  in  this  league^ 
^  (^14;  cla^fes  (ha^U  be  null,  and  thofe  which  are 
^(miMB^d  in  the  prei^i]it  treaty  IhaU  remain  in  fuU 

Wljile 
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While  the  negociation  for  this  (tcatf 
^  rying  on,  Colbert,  the  French  embafiador,  took 

a  great  deal  of  pains  to  divert  the  king  from  his 
purpbfe  of  making  the  declaration  of  his  xeii^n 
precede  a  war  with  the  Dutch.  The  foBowing  ex- 
traft  from  a  letter  to  his  mafier,  gi^i^  aui  accoimt 
<^  the  conyeHation  he  had  with  Chades  on  thb 
fubjedt,  will  place  the  expeftations  of  both  parlies 
in  the  cleareft  point  of  yiew ; 

«'  He  told  me,''  fays  Colbert,  "  he  be&ered. 
that  I  mufl  have  thought,  after  reading  his  pft>po- 
^s,  that  he  and  all  thofe,  to  whom  he  had  intrufted 
the  cbndu£(  of  diis  affair,  were  mad  to  pretend  to 
re-e(labli(h  the  catholic  religioc  in  Engbnd»  and 
^t  indeed  every  peribn,  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  ai&irs  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  temper  of  bis 
people,  mud  think  fb :  yet  he  hoped,  that,  with 
your  majefty's  fupport,  this  great  undeitakii^ 
would  have  a  happy  iflue :  that  the  preibytedass 
and  all  the  other  lefts  had  a  greater  avevfion  to  the 
church  of  England  than  to  the  cathofics :  that  all 
the  ie(flaries  breathed  no  other  wi(h  -than  fiM*  li- 
berty of  confcience ;  and  that  provided  they  could 
obtain  it,  as  it  was  his  defign  they  fliould,  they 
would  not  oppofe  bis  religion :  that,  befides,  he 
has  good  troops  well  afiedted  to  him  %  and  that,  if 
the  late  king  his  father  had  had  fb  many,  he  would  * 
have  flifled  in  their  birth  the  troubles  that  caufcd 

his 
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liis  niiii' :  .that  he  would  ftill  augment  as  much  as 
poflil^e  hb  regiments  and  ccnnpaaies,  under  die 
moft  fpecious  pretences  he  could  devife :  that  all 
the  mag^ines  of  arms  are  at  his  difpofal,  and  all 
well  filled :  that  he  was  aflured  of  the  principal 
places  in  ^England  and  Scodand :  dut  the  go- 
veraor  of  Hull  wa^  a  cadidic ;  that  thofe  of  Portf-^ 
moudiy  Plymouth,  and  fevend  other  places  which 
he  nsmied  to  me,  among  the  reft  Windfor,  would 
never  fwerve  from  dieir  obedience  to  him  :  that, 
as  to  the  troops  in  Ireland,  he  hoped  die  duke  of 
Ormond,  who  had  great  credit  there,  would  be 
always  faithful  to  him  i  and  that  though  the  duke^ 
not  approving  this  change  of  religioa,  fhould  £siii 
in  his  duty,  lord  Orrery,  who  was  a  catholic  in 
his  heart,  and  who  had  much  more  influence  in 
that  army,  would  lead  it  wherever  his  majefty 
(hould  command  him :  that  your  m^efty's  friend- 
(hip,  of  which  he  had  the  moft  obli^g  proa&  in 
the  anfwers  given  to  his  propoikls,  and  with,  which 
he  declared  himfelf  per&i5Uy  fatisfiedy  would  be 
alfo  of  great  fervice  to  him.  In  fliort,  he  told  me, 
diat  he  was  prefled  both  by  his  confcience,  and 
the  confiifion  which  he  faw  increafing  from  day  ta^ 
day  in  his  kingdom,  to  the  diminution  of  his  au^ 
thority,  to  declare  himfelf  a  c^diolic ;  and  diat, 
befides  the  fpititual  advantage  which  he  fhould 
derive  from  it,  he  alfo  believed  it  to  be  the  only 
means  of  fe^eftablilhmg  the  monarchy. 

^  I  replied^ 


»'  i  Ttp&tiy  cominues  Colbtrt,  "  tfiit  k  Was  ^ 
great  «d  gcncrbtis  defigrt,  aAd  that  1  hoped,'  Bf 
riming  it  well,  k  *rtuld  focceed  *^  thai  as  yoar 
jinjcfty  trlifted  entirely  to  his  difcretion  for  the 
choice  of  the  time,  I  had  hotJiing  to  fay  to   it, 
tmkfs  he  ^ilhcd  to  hear  the  teaftms  which  were 
fuggeft^d  by  my  zeal  il6ne  for  his  fervicc,  and  by 
\ht  knowledge  1  had  acqtrired  during  my  refidcnce 
dt  his  court  5  and  as  he  had  told  rfte,    fha*  he 
firotrld  be  glad  to  take  my  advice  iii  the  whofe 
courfe  df  this  bufmefs,  I  faid,  that  I  did  hot  doubt 
bxlt  if  the  late  king,  his  father,  as  he  juftfy  ob- 
fcrved,  had  had  as  many  troops  as  himfetfj^  he 
would  have  eafBy  quafhed  the  rebellion  m  its  birth, 
becaufe  it  began  only  in  littW  difturbances,  excited 
by  court  intrigues,  in  which  the  people  Imd  hardly 
any  concern,  antf  which  gained  ftrength  and  vi* 
gour  only  from  the  impunity  they  enjoyed  dtrough 
the  weaknefs  of  the  royal  authorit)^  unfupportcd 
by  troops ;  but  that  the  troubles,  which  it  was  to 
be  feared  his  declaration  would  caufe,  would  be  of 
quite  another  nature  ;  that  perhaps' nine  parts  out 
of  n^n  throughout  his  kingdom  would  feel  them- 
ifclvcs   intercftcd ;   that,  if  the  prefbyrerians  and 
feftarics  hated  at  jjrQfent  the  Englilh  church  more 
than  the  catholic,  it  was  becaufe  the  latter  was 
iiow  in  the  lowed  ftate  of  deprcflion,  and  more  an 
objeft  of  pity  than  envy ;  but  when  they  fhould 
fee  it  lifted  up  by  the  king's  declaration,  and  come 

to 


SECIET   RlSTOiY.  I9 

to  reAed  .dn  the  difcredit  into  which  their  fed 
mi^t  &U  in  the  courfe  of  time,  they  would  pro* 
babiy  unite  with  the  proceftants  to  oppofe  fuch  a 
change :  that  experience  had  too  fully  (liewrv,  that 
religious  motive$  are  a  fire  of  fulphur  and  faltpecfe, 
the  whole  mafs  of  which  kindles  in  an  indant,  and 
is  never  more  furious,  nor  more  violent  than  at 
the  beginning :  that  feditions  muft  be  expeded  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom^  and  that  in  London  a 
leader  is  never  wanting  to  head  rebellions  of  that 
kind :  that  I  had  even  heard  there  were  more  than 
twenty  thoufand  men  in  London  arid  its  environs^ 
who  had  bomb  arms  during  Cromwell's  ufurpa- 
tion,  and  whp  were  rendered  defperate  by  want  of 
emplojrment;   that  there  was  reafon  to  believe,  "^ 

they  would  all  be  ready,  at  fuch  an  opportunity  as 
this,  to  cake  up  arms  in  fupport  of  the  rebellion : 
that  though  none  of  the  troops  he  kept  in  pay,  of 
of  tl)je  faithful  fiibji&s  he  relied  Upon,  fhould  fail 
him  in  time  of  need,  they  might  perhaps  be  over- 
powered by  the  mxdtitude  of  the  rebels,  even  before 
the  troops  your  majefty  had  agreed  to  furniih  could 
arrive:  that  the  Tower  of  London,  which  is  his 
principal  tnagazi;ne  of  arms,  was  of  no  fecurity, 
and  would  not  perhaps  hold  out  a  fingle  day,  if 
attacked :  that  it  was  not  to  be  expeftcd,  that  the 
Dutch  I  who  mull  jtiftly  fear  the  confequence  of 
fuck  a;  declaration,  would  remain  entirely  qulet^ 
and  take  no  (hare  in  what  was  going  forward ;  but 
wouldi  on  the  contrary^  employ  their  treafures  and 

their 
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thiiir  crddity  to  form  obftacfes  to  the  execution  cf 
a  projeft  fo  fatal  to  their  fhue :  that,  in  fine,  ac- 
cording to  my  opinion,  his  crown,  and  all  his  troftf 
fervants  would  be  very  much  endangered  by  a  pre- 
mature declaration ;    whereas,  in  your   majcfty*s 
propofal  to  begin  with  a  declaration  of  war  s^ainft 
Holland^   I   faw  fuch  perfect  fccurity,  that   one 
might  anfwcr  for  the  fticccfs :    forj  in  the  firft 
place^  I  did  not  doubt  but  upon  informing  his 
parliament,  that  his  ftrongeft  defire  was  to  render 
the  navigation  and  trade  of  England  more  flou- 
riftiing'  than  ever,  and  that^  as  the  greatcft  ob- 
ftacles  thereto  were  the  Dutch,  who,^  havii^  en- 
grofled  in  a  tyrannical  manner  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  worlds  (fo  that  fixteen  thoufand  (hips  are 
hardly  fufficicntfor  their  traffic)  refufed  givii^  any 
iatis£u£tion  to  his  juft  demands,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  freedom  of  trade  in  the  Eall-Indies,  as  upon 
other  points  which  refpeft  the  advantage  of  his 
fiibjefts,  he  had  refolved  to  make  war  upon  them, 
in  order  to  bring  them  to  reafon ;  and  tliat  :to  this 
end  he  had  taken  fuch  prudent  meafures  with  your 
X  majefty,  diat  he  could  infure  the  fuccefs,  provided 

his  parliament  would  grant  him  only  two-thirds  or 
half  the  afliflance  they  before^ve  htm  on  the  like 
occafion  ;  I  was,  I  faid,  perfiiaded,  that  he  would 
(riatain  fuch  a  fupply,  as  being  joined  to  his  ordi- 
nary revenues,  and  to  the ,  affiftance  in  naen  and 
money  ready  to  be  given  by  your  majefty,  would 
put  an  end  to  the  war  in  a  fingle  campaign,  and 

gain 
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gain  him  all  the'gloiy,  and  all  die  advantages  he 
cottld  wifli ;  there  being  moreover  great  likelihood, 
that  the  major  part  of  the  German  princes,  who  are 
either  your  majefty's  friends^  or  his,  would  join 
againft  the  Dutch,  or  at  lead  remain  neuter,  which 
could  not  be  expefted  from  the  proteftant  kings 
and  princes,  if  this  war  was  preceded  by  his  de- 
claring himfelf  a  catholic,  as  it  would  give  the 
Dutch  room  to  make  thofe  princes  believe  that  re- 
ligion was  the  fole  ground  of  the  quarrel :  that  the 
States,  being  attacked  on  the  fide  of  the  bifhopric 
of  Munfter,  and  in  other  parts  alfo  by  your  ma- 
jefty*s  troops  and  his,  would  not  be  able  to  fit  out 
a  confiderable  fleet,  nor  to  make  any  long  refift^^ 
once ;  and  that  (hould  your  majefly  and  he  think 
proper  for  your  common  benefit  to  continue  this 
war,  he  might,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  leave, 
in  the  places  that  fell  to  his  fliare,fuch  troops  only 
as  he  could  not  depend  upon,  aftef  declaring  him- 
felf a  catholic,  and  recal  fuch  as  were  mod  de- 
voted to  his  fervice,  who,  being  joined  to  all  the 
recruits  and  new  levies  laifed  in  the  courfe  of*  the 
campaign,  under  pretence  of  continuing  the  war, 
mighr  enable  him  to  maintain  his  change  of  reli- 
gion :  that  then,  there  woyild  be  no  reafbn  to  ap« 
prebend  that  his  fubgefts,  foxing  that  he  was  well 
armed  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  that  he  had  your 
majefty's  forces  at  his  difpolal,  againft  all  hift  ene« 
mies,  foreign  or  domeftic,  and  being  alfo  put  m 
good  humour  by  the  fuccefsful  b^inning  of  the 
VOL.  II.  b  4  war. 
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.  war,  and  by  the  liberty  of  coikfcknce  which  "te  was 
to  grant  them,  either  would,  or  indeed  durft  make 
the  leaft  refiftance  to  his  will :  that,  on  the  coft- 
tran^,  by  affcmblinjg  his  parliament  at  this  con- 
jundure,  he  would  j^cobably  obtain  fuch  fupplies 
for  the  continuation  of  the  war,  and  fitch  aAs  in 
favour  of  his  religion  as  he  could  wifli :  that  the 
Dutch  being  declared  enemies  to  the  States,  and 
confequently  all  thofe,  who  (houM  keep  up  any 
correfpondence  with  them,  without  his  permiflion, 
being  liable  to  be  puniflied  as  traitors  to  their  king 
and  country,  they  would  not  find  it  near  fo  eafy 
to  form,  abet,  and  maintain  a  rebellion,  as  when, 
under  the  apjpearance  of  friendfliip,  they  and  their 
emiffaries  would  have  full  liberty  to  intrigue  and 
undertake  every  thing. 

"  In  fine,  Sire,  after  having  made  the  bcft  ufe 
I  could  of  all  the  other  reafons  contained  in  your 
majefly*s  memorial,  this  prince  tnade  aofwer,  that 
he  was  not  yet  quite  determined  upon  the  time  of 
making  his  declaration :  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
better  for  your  majefty  to  begin  a  war  upon  Hol- 
land, in  order  to  furnifli  him  with  a  pretence  to 
arm,  and  that  immediately  after  he  might  without 
rifk  declare  both  bis  religion  and  war  againft  the 
Dutch  J  and  the  firft  fucceeding,  as  it  i^obably 
would,  he  might  in  a  month  or  two  join  his  forces 
tQ  thofe  of  your  majefty  agiipft  the  common 
cncipy/' 

Here 
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Here  we  fee  that  the  chief  point,  upon  which 
the  two  courts  differed,  was  whether  Charles's  de- 
claration of  his  being  a  papift  Thould  precede  or 
follow  the  invafion  of  Holland.  Charles  and  his 
brother  were  very  earneft  for  the  former:  they 
dreaded  the  refiftance  that  was  likely  to  be  made 
to  their  fiivourite  projeft,  and  therefore  wiflied  to 
fecure  the  utmoTl  exertions  of  the  French  monarch 
to  fupport  them  in  the  attempt.  They  had  alfo 
forhe  very  reafonable  fufpicions,  that,  if  they  began 
with  the  reduction  of  the  United  Provinces,  Lewis, 
as  foon  as  his  turn  was  ferved,  would  give  himfelf 
very  Kttle  trouble  about  fettling  matters  in  Eng- 
land. The  king  of  France,  on  the  other  hand, 
though  he  held  out  to  the  royal  brothers  the  bait  of 
arbitrary  power,  and  his  great  zeal  for  the  catholic 
religion,  in  order  to  engage  them  to  co-operate  . 
with  him  in  his  ambitious  defigns,  yet  was  far 
from  intending  to  put  the  iffue  of  his  enterprize 
againft  the  Dutch  upon  fo  uncertain  an  event  as 
the  eftablilhment  of  popery  and  defpotifm  in  Eng- 
land. But  finding  that  all  the  arguments  urged  by 
his  embaffador  did  not  produce  the  defired  efFedt, 
he  employed  a  much  more  perfuafive  advocate,  and 
fent  over  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  on  the  pretence 
of  a  friendly  vifit,  to  prevail  upon  her  brother  to 
change  his  purpofe,  and  to  begin  with  die  attack  ■ 
on  the  Hollanders.  ) 

JD  d  2  Dover 
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Dover  was  the  place  appointed  for  an  interview 
between  Charles  '  and  uis  fitter,  as  her  huiband*s 
jealoufy  would  not  permit  her  to  come  to  London. 
The  king  of  France,  on  the  pretence  of  a  vifit  to 
his  frontiers,  and  particularly  to  view  the  great 
works,  which  he  had  undertaken  at  Dunkirk,  car- 
ried the  queen  and  the  whole  court  with  him  j  and 
whilft  he  remained  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  the  du- 
chefs  of  Orleans  crofled  over  the  water  to  Dover, 
where  (he  was  met  by  Charles  and  his  whole  court. 
She  fo£ir  accomplilhed  the  purpofe  of  her  embafljr 
as  to  engage  her  brother  to  confent  to  the  before- 
mentioned  alterations  in  the  firft  draught  of  the 
treaty,  relpcdting  the  money  he  was  to  receive,  and 
the  leaving  out  Hamburgh  in  the  plan  of  intended 
hoftilities.  She  alip  (hook  her  brother's  refbludcHi 
about  firft  declaring  himfelf  a  papift,  and,  as  Col- 
bert (ays^. "  left  him  almoft  difpofed  to  enter  upoB 
the  war  with  the  Dutch,  before  every  other  thing.** 
The  treaty,  however,  was  concluded  without  any 
cxprefs  engagement  of  this  kind  on  Charles's  pan; 
and  in  a  few  days  after  the  duchefs  went  back  to 
France,  leaving  Charles,  and  his  whole  train  of 
^  courtiers  in  a  fcemiog  melancholy  for  her  de- 
parture *. 

A$ 

*  She  did  not  depart,  however,  without  leaving  behind  her 
fome  fatal  n:\arks  of  her  vifit.  ^^  One  of  the  preliminaries  of 
her  treaty/'  fays  lord  Halifax,  "  though  a  trivial  thing  in  itfeU, 
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Afi  foon  as  this  treaty"  was  concluded,  with  the 
privity  alohe  of  the  four  popi(h  members  of  the 
council,  it  became  neceflary  to  contrive  fome  plari 

for 

yet  was  confiderable  in  the  confequenGe ;  as  very  finall  circum- 
fiances  often  are,  in  rdation  to  the  govemnient  of  the  world. 
About  this  time,  a  genera}  humour,  in  oppofition  to  France^  » 
had  made  us  throw  off  their  fofliion,  and  put  on  vefts,  that  wc 
might  look  more  like  a  diftinA  people,  and  not  be  under  the 
fcrvility  of  imitation,  which  ever  p^ys  a  greater  deference  to  the 
originali  than  b  confident  with  the  equality  all  independent  na- 
tions ihould  pretend  to.  France  did  not  like  this  (mall  begin- 
ning  of  ill  humours,  at  leaft  of  emulation  ;  and  wifely  confider- 
ing,  that  it  is  a  natural  introduftion,  firft  to  make  the  world 
their  apes,  that  diey  m?iy  be  afterwards  their  (laves;  it  was 
thought  that  one  of  the  inftru£lions  Madame  brought  along 
with  her,  was  to  laugh  us  out  qf  thcfc  vefts;  which  (lie  per- 
foijxied  fo  effed^ually,  fhat  in  ^  moment,  like  fo  many  footmen 
who  had  quitted  their  mafters'  livery,  we  all  took  it  again,  and 
returned  to  our  old  fervice." 

But  the  duchefs  took  a  ftil]  more  effe^al  ftep  to  attach  the 
£ngli(h  court  to  the  Interefts,  as  well  as  to  the  fa(hions  of 
France.  She  brought  over  with  her  a  beautiful  French  won^an, 
Loui(e  de  JCeroualle,  who  foon  became,  as  was  intended,  the 
king's  favourite  miftrelb,  and  retained  her  ^influence  over  him 
till  his  death.  She  amafled  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  was  ho- 
noured with  two  tjtles  by  the  two  kings  to  whofe  pleafures  or 
interefts  (he  was  fubfcrviept.  Chjirles  created  her  duchefs  of 
Fortfmouth;  and  Lewis  ercfted  the  town  pf  Aubigny  into  a 
duchy  and  peerdom  of  France,  apd  afligned  it  to  her,  with  re- 
mainder  to  fuch  of  her  male  iffue  by  the  king  of  England,  as  he 
(hould  name.  Charles  Lenox*  the  firft  of  her  fons,  was  created 
duke  of  Richmond,  and  -afterwards  fucceeded  her  in  the  duchy 
of  Aubigny  alfo;  and  from  this  very  pure^  wi  wpolluted 
Pdj  '  iburce^ 
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for  cng^ing  the  reft  of  the  minifey  to  concur  in 
the  meaiiires  that  were  to  be  purfued,  without  ad- 
mitting them  into  the  grand  fccret.  Charles, 
therefore,  pretended  to  Buckingham,  Afliley,  and 
Lauderdale,  that  he.wiflied  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  France,  for  mutual  fupport,  and  to  be  re- 
venged of  the  Dutch ;  and  when  various  feigned 
obftacles  and  difficulties  were  furmounted,  a  (ham 
treaty  was  concluded  with  their  confent  an<i  appro- 
bation, containing  every  articLe  of  the  former  treaty, 
except  what  related  to  the  change  of  religion.  The 

fource,  one  of  the  proudeft  families  now  in  the  kingdom  dcriro 
its  origin,  and  its  tranfmiflive  lionoprs. 

The  duchefe  of  Orleans,  the  firft  mover  of  thofe  imrigues, 
did  not  live  long  to  enjoy  the  congratulations  of  .the  French 
court  on  her  fuccefs.  Soon  after  her  return  to  Paris,  ihc  wss 
poifoned  in  a  glafs  of  fuccory  water,  and  died  in  excruciating 
agonies.  Though  it  was  notorious. that  (he  fell  a  vi^jcp  to  her 
hu(hand*s  jealoufy,  yet  Charles,  on  receiving  the  news,  only  flied 
a  few  tears,  and  gave  Monlieur  a  hard  name ;  but  defined  the 
'meflehger  not  to  divulge  the  fecret,  before  a  fovfn^l  account  »^ 
fent  from  France,  of  the  fubjeiS.  The  Englifh  miniflers  were 
dire(^ed  to  no(ify  to  foreign  courts,  tliat  Madame  did  not  die  i 
violent  death ;  and  the  marflial  De  Bellefond,  who  was  fent  over 
to  remove  the  king^s  fufpicions,  was  received  with  fingul^r 
marks  of  civility.'  It  is  not  perhaps  the  leaft  odious  feature  in 
Charles's  portrait,  that  neither  the  fulleft  proofs  of  his  filler's 
untimely  end,  nor  the  expreffipns  of  tendemeis,  uttered  with  her 
dying  breach,  in  which  (he  declared  that  her  only  regret  in  Icav- 
ing  the  world  was  becaufe  (he  left  him,  had  the.fmalleft  ciFc^  on 
his  callous  feelings,  to  roufe  him  to  a  returning  fen fe  of  national 
intcreft,  family  honour,  or 'brotherly  affeftion, 

idea 
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rdea  of  eftablifhing  popery,  in  England  ;Was  thougljic 
ro  be  fo  repugn^t  to  the  judgment  of  every  fcn- 
Rblc  proteftant,  that  thofe  three  mi/iifters,  thou^ 
men  of  the  ,  mpft  depraved  minds,  and  the  moft 
daring  ambition,  could  not  be  trufted  with  fuch-  a 
defign ;  hjut  they  were  involved  in  all  4:he  reft  of 
the  guilt  and  danger  by  their  concurrence,  .in 
fchemes  fpr.  the  avowed  purpofe  of  deftroying  the 
independence  of  all  Europe.  Charles  even  fufFered 
them  to  receive  bribes  from  France  for  their  agency 
in  this  bufinefs ;  and  as  if  his  confidence  increafed 
with  their  corruption,  all  otlier  perfons  were  exv 
eluded  from  the  cabinet  council,  and  the  moft 
important,  concerns  of  the  ftate  were  committed  to 
the  fole  direftion  of  Clifford,  Arlington,  Bucking- 
ham, Afliley,  and  Lauderdale,  who  at  this  time 
were  called  by  way  of  peculiar  diftinftion,  or  re* 
proach,  the  cabal  from  the  initial  letters  of  their 
,  names. 

Though  Charles  did  not  feem  convinced  by  the 
French  embaflador's  political  arguments  on  the 
.  danger  of  prematurely  4cclating  himfelf  a  papift, 
yet  he  could  not  refift  fome  pecuniary  reafons, 
which  were  afterwards  urged  with  much  greater 
cfFeft,  In  the  fecond  treaty,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  two  millions  of  livres,  which  in  the  former  fe- 
cret  bargain  he  was  to  receive  for  his  converfion, 
(hould  be  thrown  into  the  firft  year's  fubfidy  for 
the.  Dutch  ^ar,  and  that  he  (hguld  get  a  million  of 
D  d  4  livres 
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livres  in  hand.  As  foon  as  Charles  received  the 
xnoney,  he  manifcfled  no  farther  icnpacience  about 
the  avowal  of  his  religion.  It  is  not  that  be  wis 
totally  indifferent  on  this  head ;  but  he  juftly 
dreaded  the  refiflance  of  his  fubjefts.  He  was  a 
cowand  of  the  firft  clafs ,  and  that  weaknefs  often 
fupp}ied  in  him  the  pla^e  of  policy,  or  virtue  •. 

It 

t  We  meet  with  a  fingular  inibuice  of  this  tyrant's  cowardir e 
in  pardoning  Blood,  after  his  attempts  to  aifafiinate  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  to  carry  off  the  crown  out  of  the  Tower.   Charles 
liad  a  ftrange  curiofity  to  fee  him;  and  Blood,  who  was  a  ycit 
artful,  as  well  as  a  daring  villain,  improved  the  opportunity.  He 
confefled  to  the  king,  that  he  had  t>een  engaged  with  others  in  a 
defign  to  kill  him  at  BatterTea,  where  his  majedy  often  went  to 
^      hathe;  but  that  when  he  had  taken  his  Hand  among  the  reeds, 
he  found  his  heart  checked  with  the  awe  of  royalty,  and  he  not 
only  relented  himfelf,  but  diverted  his  affociates  from  their  pur- 
pofe.    Blood  added,  that  he  had'Idng  ago  brought  hinifelf  to  sji 
entire  indifference  about  life,  which  he  now  gave  up  for  loil ; 
yet  he  could  not  forbear  warning  the  king  of  the  danger  which 
might  attend  his  execution  :  that  his  aflbciates  had  bound  thero- 
felves  by  the  ftri^left  oaths,  to  revenge  the  death  of  any  of  the 
confederacy;  and  that  no  precaution  or  power  could  fccurc  any 
one  from  the  effbfts  of  their  defperate  refolutions.     This  threat, 
which  would  have  excited  very  different  emotions  firom  thofc  of 
mercy  in  any  man  of  common  courage,  determined  the  ro}^ 
poltrodn  to  fpare  the  delinquent.     After  obtaining  the  confrnt 
of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  who  granted  it  in  a  very  gallant  man- 
ner, the  king  gave  Blood  his  pardon,  with  a  penfion  of  five  hun- 
dred a  year  upon  the  Irifh  efiablifhment,  and  even  admitted 
I  him  into  all  the  privacy  and  intimacy  of  the  court :  whilfl  poor 
Edwards,  the  keeper  of  the  crown  and  regalia  in  the  Tower, 
who,  in  hb  oppofition  to  Blood's  felonious  purpoie,  had  re- 

cejyed 
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It  ikved  his  country  from  a  civil  war  during  his 
reign,  and  probably  faved  him  from  the  fate,  which 
his*  unfortunate  father^  with  much  lefs  vice,  but 
greater  obftinacy,  incurred.  ,  # 

When  nieafures  were  fully  concerted  for  the  con> 
mencement  of  the  Dutch  war,  and  the  king  had  ob- 
tained two  or  three  million^  more  from  the  penfion 
parliament,  on  tlic  pretence  of  exerting  himfelf  in 
(bpport  of  th«  Triple  Alliance,  for  the  common 
good  of  Chriftendom  ^,  fir  William  Temple,  not 
being  a  prjoper  tool  for  dilhonourable  purpofes, 

ceivoi  many  wounds,  and  was  now  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age,  reaped  no  reward  for  bis  valour  and  fidelity,  but  the  pro- 
mifc  of  t^o  hundred  pounds,  which  he  did  not  live  to  tnjoy. 

*  The  lord  keeper  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes  oti  thenecef- 
fity  of  large  fupplies  to  enable  the  king  to  make  fuitabic  prepara- 
tions, laid,  "  that  France  and  the  States  General  were  power- 
fully arming  by  fea  and  land,  were  building  new  ihips,  and 
filling  their  magazines  with  all  forts  of  warlike  provifions  :  that 
the  naval  flrength  of  the  former  was  thrice  as  much  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  lad  Dutch  war;  and  that  the  latter  had  alfo 
been  very  diligent  in  augmenting  their  Heets:  and  that  it  would  *  " 

be  therefore  very  unwife  in  England,  while  the  clouds  were  ga- 
thering fo  thick  all  round,  to  omit,  in  hopes  that  the.  wind  would 
^fperfe  them,  to  provide  againft  the  ftorm."  He  enlarged,  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  jnuch  on  the  alliances  entered  into  by  his  ma« 
j^fly  for  the  good  of  his  kingdom,  and  tp  maintain  which  a  con* 
fiderable  fleet  and  army  were  now  fo  neccffary,  that  the  Cab ai;,,  . 
who  knew  that  all  thofe  alliances  were  jufl  going*  to  be  trampled 
under  foot,  were  afhamed  of  this  fpeech,  and  contrary  to  cuftom, 
did  pot  fuff^r  it  to  be  printed. 

was* 
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was  recalled  from  his  embaify  at  the  Hague,  and 
Downing,  the  old  bully,  firttt  oatj  in  hopes  by  his 
infolence  to  provoke  the  States  to  afford  fome  lh»- 
dow  of  a  pretence  for  quarreling  with  them.  But 
this  defign  being  defeated  by  their  cautious  con- 
-  dud,  and  by  their  pundual  compliance  with  all 
the  conditions  of  the  peace  at  Bceda,  the  cabal 
had  rccourfe  to  the  mean  invention  of  ordering  the 
captain  of  a  yacht,  which  wasfent  to  bring  over 
lady  Temple,  to  fail  upon  his  return  th»xigh  die 
Dutch  fleet,  then  lying  on  their  own  coaft,  and  to 
make  them  ftrike  their  topiails,  or  to  fire  on  them, 
and  to  perfevere  until  they  fliould  return  hb  fire. 
The  Dutch  admiral,  aftoniflxed  at  fuch  a  bravado, 
went  on  board  the  yacht,  and  exprefled  his  willing- 
nefs  to  pay  sll  djue  refpeft  to  the  Britifii  flag,  ac- 
cording to  former  pradice;  but  that  a  fleet  op 
their  own  coafts  (hould  ftrike  to  a  fingk  veflfel,  and 
that' not  a  (hip  of  war,  was,  he  faid>  fuch  an  inno- 
vation, that  he  durft  not,  without  exprefs  orders, 
agree  to  it.  The  admiral,  after  this  apology,^  paid 
the  compliment  of  faluting  the  yacht  with  his  guns, 
without  lowering  his  fails  :  and  the  captain,  think- 
ing it  equally  abfurd  and  inhuman  to  facrifice  the 
lives  of  his  crew,  and  the  life  of  a  lady  whofe 
fafety  he  had  in  charge,  yielded  to  the  unequal 
conteft,  and  continued  his  courfe  to  England ;  for 
which  negleft  of  orders  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower. 

Though 
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'Though  the  prudent  and  humane  behaviour  of 
r  this  officer,  by  not  perfifting  to  force  die  Dutch  to 
fire  at  his  little  vcflel, .  had  deprived  the  king  of  the 
only  plaufible  ground  of  complaint ;  yet  Downing, 
in  a  very  imperious  manner,  demanded  fatisfaftiou 
•for  the  affront,  which,  he  faid,  had  beea  put  on 
the  Bjitilh  flag ;  and  though  the  French  had  kept 
the  Englifh  four  years  out  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  and 
had  done  great  damage  to  the  iiland,  before  they 
gave  it  up,  without  exciting  any  remonftrance 
from  our  court,  yet  in  Downing's  memorial  to  the 
States,  it  was  reprefented  as  a  matter  of  unpardon- 
able offence,  that  thie  .Dutch  liad  not  forced  away, 
againil  their  will,  fome  Englifh  families  which 
remained  at  Surir^m.  He  had  orders  alfo  not  to 
accept  of  any  fatis&dlion  after  a  certain  number  of 
dnys.;  in.  which  it  was  impoflible  by  the  (hortnefe 
of  the  time, allowed,  according  to  the  eftablifhed 
Corms  of  the  republic,  to  tranfaft  any  national  bu- 
finefs.     But  Downing,  though 

"  A  dog  in  forehead,  was  in  heart  a  deer :" 

he  was  afraid  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  fory  of  the 
populace :  he  withdrew,  without  waiting  for  letters 
of  recal,  or  taking  leave ;  and  as,  in  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  perfon,  he  had  deprived  the  court  of 
another  pretence  to  begin  the  war,  he  met  with  the 
fame  treatment,  on  his  return  to  London,  as  the 
captain  of  the  yacht,  and  was  committed  to  the 
Tower. 

The 
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The  anfwer,  whkh  Downing  had  rcfiifed  to  re- 
ceive, was  fent  over  to  London  by  an  embaffiidor 
extraordinary,  who  had  orders  to  ufe  every  cxpc* 
dient  which  tnight  give  (atisfadkion  to  the  court  of 
^  England  j  but  this  court  had  not  demanded  litis- 
faftion  with  any  intention  to  receive  it,  and  replied 
to  the  preffing  inflances  of  the  embaflador,  that 
the  anfwer  of  the  States  appeaved  fair,  yet  it  was 
ambiguous  and  obfcure.  On  the  Englifh  miniftry 
being  alked  to  fpecify  the  articles,  or  cxpreffion$, 
which  were  liable  to  that  objeftion,  they  refuied  to 
do  it;  and  when  the  Dutch  embafiador  defired 
them  ta  draw  the  anfwer  in  what  torms  they  pleaied, 
and  he  engaged  to  fign  it,  they  replied,  •*  that  it 
was  not  their  bufinefs  to  draw  papers  for  the 
Dutch/'  On  this  the  embaflador  brought  them 
the  draught  of  an  article,  and  aiked  them,  **  whe- 
ther it  was  fatisfadory  ?"  He  was  told^  that  when 
he  had  fignod  it,  and  delivered  it,  he  (hou)d  know 
the  mind  of  the  miniftry  con<;erning  it.  The  cqa- 
baflador,  in  obedience  to  the  peremptory  orders  he 
had  received  from  the  States,  to  prevent  a  war,  if 
poflible,  refolved  to  fign  the  article.;  and  on  his 
demanding  a  new  audience,  an  hour  was  appointed 
for  the  purpofe ;  but  when  he  attended,  the  mini- 
ftry told  him,  "  that  the  feafon  for  negociating  was 
now  paft." 

It  has  been  before  obrer\'ed,  that  the  king  had 
lately   obtained  between  two  and  three  millions 

from 
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from  parliament,  a  great  part  of  which  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  fitting  out  an  additional  force  at  fea, 
to  enable  his  mljefty  to  conform  to  the  obligations 
of  thote  alliances,  which  he' had  entered  into  for 
the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.     He  had  ^ 

alfo  received  a  very  conCderable  fum  from  the  king 
of  France»  to  put  him  in  a  condition  of  breaking 
thoie  very  alliances,  and  commencing  a  war  againfl 
the  Dutch.  Yet  (b  aftonifliing  was  his  prodigality, 
that  little  remained  for  his  prefent  purpofes,  fo  that 
it  was  found  neceflary  to  uflier  in  the  vioUtion  of 
foreign  treaties  with  the  violation  of  domeflic  faith, 
and  die  forfeiture  of  public  credit  with  the  pillage 
of  the  fubjed. 

It  had  been  ufual  for  the  bankers  to  advance 
mone^  to  the  king,  on  the  fecurity  of  fome  fiii^ ; 
by  which  they  were  reimburfed  when  the  money 
was  levied  on  the  public.  By  fuch  loans  they  got 
eight  and  fbmetimes  ten  per  cent,  for  money  which 
they  had  borrowed  at  fix.  In  the  prefent  exigency 
of  his  finances,  the  king  declared  that  the  flafF  of 
vtreafurer  was  ready  for  any  one,  who  (hould  find 
out  an  expedient  to  raife  a  fum  adequate  to  the 
neceffity.  Clifford  propofed  (hutting  up  the  ex* 
chequer,  and  keeping  all  the  money  which  had 
been  paid  into  it.  He  obtained  the  promifed  re- 
ward, t(^ther  with  a  peerage;  and  though  the 
king  had,  by  his  proclamations,  given  his  faith, 
that  he  would  make  good  .all  his  aflignraents  tUi 

his 
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his  debts  fliould  be  paid,  the  propofai  was  carried 
into  fuch  fudden  execution,  that  none  bat  the 
CABAL  had  time  to  recal  their  afh*  into  their 
hands.  A  general  aftonifhment  and  confuiion 
leized  the  public  ;  the  credit  and  commerce  of  the 
whole  kingdom  were  afiefted:  the  bankers  ftopt 
payment  as  well  as  the  exchequer ;  and  the  mer- 
chants were  not  able  to  accept  or  pay  any  bills  of 
exchange,  to  carry  on  their  trade  abroad^  or  to 
dear  their  fhips  at  the  cuftom-houfe. 

In  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  public»  a  de- 
claration was  fet  forth,  in  which  the  decay  of  the 
navy,  and  the  immediate  neceffity  of  large  equip- 
ments to  put  England  upon  a  footing  with  its  for- 
midable neighbours  were  urged  as  an  iexcule  for 
fu|^«a  flagrant  breach  of  faith  -,  and  a  promife  was 
made  to  the  bankers,  that  intereft,  at  the  rate  of 
fix  per  cent,  fiiould  be  paid  them  during  the  de« 
tainment  of  their  money.  But  this  not  being  iuffi- 
cient  to  farisfy  the  bankers,  or  to  rcftoro  the  ne- 
ceflary  circulation  of  cafti,  the  king  convened  his 
creditors  before  him  at  the  treafury,  where  he  gave 
them  pofitlve  aflurances,  that  he  would  pundtually 
difcharge  his  debts,  cither  out  of  the  next  parlia* 
mentary  grants,  or  his  own  revenue  ;  and  where 
he  required  them  to  make  their  paymems  to  the 
merchants,  and  to  the  other  creditors,  as  before* 
Having  amufed  them  with  thefc  promifes,  he  kept 
the  exchequer  fhut,  on  the  fame  plea*  of  necdSty, 

for 
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€bT  almoil  a.  year  and  a  halfi  neor  did  he  during 
that  period  convene  the  parliament,  out  of  whofc 
next  grants  the  public  creditors  were  led  to  hope 
for  (atis&Aion  *-  When  fome  of  thofe,  who  had 
depofited  their  money  with  the  bankers,  tired  by 
long  delay,  commenced  adions  for  the  recovery 
of  their  property,  injunftions  were  iffued  out  oi 
chancery,  by  order  of  Government,  to  ftop  fuch 
proceedings.  Thus  the  king's  breach  of  faith  was 
followed  and  fupported  by  the  farther  infraftion  of 
fuch* laws,  as  are  of  the  firft  importance  in  every 
commercial  country.  As  the  high  church  party 
were  always  courted  at  the  expence  of  the  diflen^ 
ters,  when  the  king  found  it  neceffary  to  obtain 
money  from  the  parliament ;  fo  in  their  turn  the 
non-conformifts  were  cajoled  by  indulgences,  when 

•  The  exchequer  wasihut  on  the  fixth  of  January,  1672; 
and  in  December  following,  the  king  publiihcd  a  proclamation, 
in  which  he  (aid,  **  that  notwithftanding  he  had  not  been  want- 
ing on  his  part  to  comply  with  all  honourable  wa>^  and  means, 
that  might  effeft  a  peace,  yet  the  continuance  of  thofe  inevitoble 
neceffiries,  which  firft  obliged  him  to  fhut  up  the  exchequer^ 
compelled  him  to  continue  to  (lop  the  pay  of  monies  till  the  firft 
of  May  next;  doubting  not  but  that  his  loving  fubje<^s  would 
have  iiich  truft  and  confidence  in  his  juftice,  that  it  would  take 
away  aU  apprehenfions  of  thrir  being  in  the  ieaft  defrauded  of 
their  juft  dues."    » 

The  parliament  had  been  alfo  prorogued  from  the  twenty- 
iecond  of  April  167 1  till  the  fixteenth  of  April  1672 ;  and  was 
then  farther  adjourned  to  the  fourth  of  February  following ; 
that  the  king  might  profecute  all  his  defigns,  without  difagree- 
able  interruptions  from  any  domeftlc  conteft. 

his 
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his  iftajcfty  Had  entered  into  fchemes  either  to 
emandpate  hinifelf  from  the  neceflity  of  parlia* 
mcnts,  or  to  awe  thofe  aiiemblies  into  a  perfect 
fubmiflion  to  his  pleafure.  In  conformiry  to-thb 
policy,  the  king  now  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  his 
fupreme  power  in  ecclefiaftical  matters ;  a  power, 
which,  he  faid,  was  not  only  inherent  in  him,  but 
which  had  been  recognized  by  feveral  afts  of  par- 
liament.; and  by  virtue  of  this  authority  he  ifiued 
a  proclamation,  fufpending  the  penal  laws  enaded 
againd  all  non-conformifts,  or  recufants  wbatfoeter, 
and  granting  to  the  proteftant  diflenters  the  public 
cxercife  of  their  religion,  to  the  catholics  the  ex- 
crcife  of  it  in  private  houfes  ** 

*  Juft  before  the  laft  feflions  of  paMianient,  the 
king  had  caufed  all  the  ads  s^ainft  the  non-con* 
formifts  to  be  enforced  with  the  greateft  rigour. 
They  were  not  only  expofed  to  the  law,  but  to  the 
(word.  The  train-bands  were  let  loofe  upon  them; 
many  wer^'wpunded,  fome  were  killed,  and  others 
profecuted  with  fo  little  regard  even  for  the  com- 
mon forms  of  juftice,  that  juries,  after  being  kept 
f(K  three  days  without  meat  or  drink»  were  then 
;   fined  and  imprifoned,  for  not  being  willing  to 

*  Burnet  tells  ns,  that  (ir  Orlando  Bridgman,  the  lord  keeper, 
refiifed  to  put  the  great  fcal  to  this  declaraticp  for  mdulgeocer 
as  judging  it  contrary  to  law.  He  was  therefore  difiaiifai ;  and 
Aihley,  latefy  crcate^earl  of  Shaftefbury,  wa^  made  krd  h^b 
chancellor. 

perfurc 
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perjure  themfelves,  by  giving  a  verdift  contrary  to 
evidence  againft  their  innocent  fellow  citizens.  It 
was  upon  one  of  thefe  occafions,  that  the  recorder 
of  London  declared  in  open  court,  that  it  would 
never  be  well  iri  England,  till  fomething  like  the 
Spanifh  inquifition  was  eftabliftied. 

Charles  had  various  reafons  for  ehcoun^ing  fuch 
feverities  at  that  time,  and  for  now  adopting  a 
contrary  fyftem  of  lenity.     He   hoped  to  render 
parliament,  which  was  then  going  to  meet,  mor6 
liberal  in  their  fupplies,  and  more  propitious  to 
his  defigns,  by  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  eftablifhed 
church.     He  alfo  thought  it  probable,  that  the 
non-conformifts  might  be  driven  to  fuch  afts  of 
difobedience  as  would  give  him  eafier  means  of 
increafing  the  force  of  his  troops,   and  coming 
fpeedily  to  the  ei.-i  he  propofed.     But,  above  all, 
he  flattered  himfelf,  that  the  violence  of  fuch  a 
temporary  perfecution  would  increafe  the  enmity 
of  all  the  pioteftant  dlffenters  to  the  eftabliftied 
clergy,  would  leflen  their  prejudices  againft  the  pa- 
pifts,  would  induce  them  to  accept  of  indulgence 
on  any  terms,  and  of  courfe  make  them  willing 
that  the  Roman  catholics  fliould  participate  of.  die 
intended  toleration.     But   the  diflenters  had  been 
too  often  perfidioufly  treated  by  Charles,  to  become 
the  dupes  of  fuch  ftiallow  fallacy  :  they  wiflied  for 
liberty  of  confcience,  but  in  a  parliamentary  way, 
not  at  the  price  of  all  the  laws,  or  On  terms  of  com^ 

VOL.  Hi  E  e  prehenfion 
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prchenfion  with  papifts.  They  joined,  therefore, 
all  their  intereft  to  that  even  of  their  perfecutors, 
to  oblige  the  king  to  recal  his  declaration,  which, 
under  the  (hew  of  indulgence  to  every  fed,  was 
defigned  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  eftabliihmexu 
of  popery. 

As  no  war  had  been  yet  declared  a^inft  the 
Dutch,  that  nation  thought  themfelves  (ecured  by 
the  treaty  which  ftill  fubfifted  between  them  and 
England,  and  by  that  common  law  of  nations^ 
which  governs  the  conduft  of  all  civilized  ftatcs. 
On  this  fecurity,  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  va- 
lued at  a  million  and  a  half,  was  traded  to  the 
fmall  convoy  of  five  men  of  war.  The  hopes  ci 
feizing  this  rich  prey,  which  was  confidered  as  a 
refource  for  fupporting  military  enterprizcs,  and 
fetting  the  king  entirely  independent  of  iparliamen- 
«ary  fupplies,  had  prevented  the  court  from  making 
any  open,  or  ufual  declaration  of  their  intended 
hoftilities^ 
\_ 

Sir  Robert  Holmes,  a  man  well  qualified  for 
any  piratical  attempt,  who  in  1661  had  in  time  of 
peace  feized  upon  Cape  Verde,  and  fome  other 
Dutch  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  was  dif- 
patched  with  nine  frigates  and  three  yachts  on  this 
expedition.  In  paflTrng  the  channel,  he  met  with 
admiral  Spragge,  returning  with  a  fquadion  from 
a  cruize  in  the  Mediterranean,,  who  infonned  him 

of 
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of  the  near  approach  of  the  Hollanders.  Holmes, 
from  the  defirc  of  engrofling  the  honour  and  the 
profit  of  the  enterprize,  kept  the  fecret  of  his  or- 
ders ;  and  by  avoiding  this  conjunftion,  which 
would  have  proved  invincible,  faved  the  Dutch 
fleet*  When  he  firft  approached  the  Hollanders, 
he  put  on  an  amicable  appearance,  and  invited  the 
sidmiral,  who  commanded  the  convoy,  to  come  on 
board  of  him.  One  of  his  captains  gave  a  like 
iniidious  invitation  to  the  rear  admiral.  But  thefe 
officers,  who  had  received  an  intimation  of  the 
hoftile  intentions  of  the  Englifii,  had  already  put 
all  the  (hips  of  war  and  merchantmen  in  a  pofture 
of  defence.  They  were  attacked  by  Holmes  with 
all  that  impetuous  courage  which  fignalized  his 
military  condud ;  and,  during  the  fpace  of  two 
whole  days,  they  defended  themfelves  with  a  va- 
lour, that  (hewed  them  worthy  of  the  important 
charge  committed  to  their  care.  At  length,  by 
the  favour  of  a  mift,  the  fleet  got  fafe  into  the 
Dutch  harbours,  with  the  lofs  only  of  one  man  of 
war,  and  three  or  four  of  the  mod  inconfiderable 
merchantmen. 

When  the  want  of  fuccefs  attends  any  diiho- 
nourable  aftion,  it  increafes  the  fize  of  its  infamy 
in  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar.  Even  the  cabai. 
were  ajfhamed  of  the  fruitlefs  attempt,  and  endea- 
voured to  reprcfent  it  in  the  Gazette  as  a  mere  ren- 
couater,  occafioned  folely  by  the  ill  manners  of  the 
E  e  2  Dutch, 
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Dutch,  in  refufmg  to  ftrike  and  lower  their  top- 
fails.  However,  there  was  no  one  fo  credulous  as 
to  believe,  that  the  Dutch  would,  at  the  rifk  of  a 
valuable  fleet,  make  choice  of  fo  very  dangerous  a 
moment,  to  contend  a  point,  which  they  had  al- 
ready given  up.  Holmes  himfelf,  though  prcflTed 
to  it,  had  not  the  impudence  to  affirm  any  fucfe 
thing.  The  fame  Gazette  alfo  contradi<£ted  itfelf, 
by  acknowledging  that  the  top-fails  were  lowcred. 

The  declaration  of  war,  which  had  been  kept 
back,  only  till  the  rich  prize  of  the  Smyrna  fleet 
could  be  fecured,  was  immediately  iflfued  after  the 
event  of  that  bufmefs  *.  In  its  preamble  the  world 
was  defired  to  believe,  thas  nothing  but  "inevitable 
neceflity  had  driven  bis  majefly  into  the  war.  The 
reafons  for  this  neceflity  were,  the  complaints  <rf 
injuries  done  to  the  Eaft:-India  company^  the  de- 
tention 6f  Englifti  families  in  Surinam  -,  the  refufcl 
of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  fl:rike  to  the  EngUfh  yacht ; 
and  fome  irritating  piftures,  medals,  and  pillars. 
This  fiAgular  caufe  of  going  to  war  was  thus  dated : 

"  It  is  no  wonder  that  they  (the  Dutch)  ven- 
ture at  thefe  outrages  upon  our  fubje6ts  in  remote 
parts,  when  they  dare  be  fo  bold  with  our  royal 
perfon,  and  the  honour  of  this  nation,  fo  near  us 
as  in  their  own  country,  there  being  (carce  a  town 

*  It  was  publifhcd  on  the  fcvcntcenth  of  March,  1672. 

withia 
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within  their  territories,  that  is  not  filled  with  abu- 
five  pidlures,  and  falfe  hiftorical  medals  and  pillars, 
fome  of  which  have  been  expofed  to  the  public 
view  by  command  of  the  States  themfelves,  and  in 
the  very  time  when  we  were  joined  with  them  in 
united  counfels,  fo'r  the  fupport  of  the  Triple  Al- 
liance, and  the  peace  of  Chriftendom." 

There  was  fo  little  ground  for  this  ridiculous 
complaint,  that  when  the  firft  intimation  of  it  was 
given  to  the  States  in  Downing*s  memorial,  they 
did  not  know  for  a  long  time  what  to  make  of  fugh 
a  ftrange  article,  till  it  was  at  laft  difcovered,  that 
there  was  a  portrait  of  Cornelius  De  Witt,  the 
penfionary's  brother,  painted  by  the  order  of  the 
magiftrates  of  Dorc,  and  hung  up  in  a  chamber  of 
the  town-houfe.  In  the  back- ground  of  this  pic- 
ture, fome  (hips  were  reprefented  on  fire  in  a  har- 
bour, as  a  trifling  memorial  of  De  Witt*s  mari- 
time exploits.  The  ofFenfive  medal  was  ftruck 
after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  and  on  one 
fide  reprefented  Holland  ,refting  herfelf  on  a  tro- 
phy, and  on  tho  other  fide  an  infcription  to  this 
effcA  :  "^Tbat  fhe  had  fecured  the  laws ;  reformed 
religion;  affifted,  defended,  and  reconciled  kings; 
reftored  freedom  to  the  ocean ;  procured  by  force 
of  arms  a  glorious  peace ;  and  eftablilhed  the  tran- 
quility of  all  Europe/* 

E  e  3  After 
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After  the  ftatement  of  this  unpardonable  infuh^ 
and  fome  other  aflertions,  equally  falfe,  or  equally 
frivolous,  the  declaration  concluded  in  the  follow- 
ing  extraordinary  manner  :  "  And  whereas  we  arc 
engaged  by  a  treaty  to  fupport  the  peace  made  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  we  do  finally  declare,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  profecution  of  this  war,  we  will 
maintain  the  true  intent  and  fcope  of  the  faid 
treaty ;  and  that  in  all  alliances  which  we  have  or 
fliall  make  in  the  progrefs  of  this  war,  we  have 
and  will  take  care  to  prcferve  the  ends  thereof  in- 
violable, unlefs  provoked  to  the  contrary."  It  is 
evident  from  this  alone,  if  we  bad  not  an  abun- 
dance of  other  proofs,  that  Charles  could  publiih 
to  the  worlds  as  well  as  utter  to  his  parliament,  the 
groffeft  falfehoods,  and  thp  mod  palpable  incon- 
iUlencies,  without  a  blufii, 

The  king  of  France,  who  had  only  waited  for 
Charles  to  begin,  foon  publilhed  his  own  declara- 
tion of  war  againft  the  States,  in  tlie  haughty  ftile 
of  an  ordinance  by  the  king,  in  which  he  laid, 
**  the  diflatisfadtion  he  had  in  the  carriage  of  the 
States  General  towards  him,  for  fome  years  paft, 
having  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  that  he  could  no 
loiter,  without  a  diminution  of  his  glory,  dif- 
femble  the  indignation  raifed  in  him  by  a  treat- 
ment  fo  unfuitable  to  the  great  obligations,  which 
he  and  his  predeceflbrs  had  liberally  heaped  upon 

them : 
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them  :  he  was  therefore  determined  to  make  war 
againft  them^  both  by  fea  and  land  *." 

After  the  States  General  had  ufed  in  vain  every 
endeavour  to  divert  the  impending  ftorm,  they 
were  now  obliged  to  face  it  with  the  moft  defperate 
refolution.  De  Ruyter  once  more  appeared  at  fea, 
the  dauntlefs  champion  of  the  Dutch  republic ;  nor 
could  the  combined  thunders  of  liis  powerful  ene- 
mies blaft  the  laurels  that  ftill  flouriflied  round  his 
brow*  Notwithftanding  the  great  fuperiority  of 
their  force  and  numbers,  he  left  them  no  room  to 
triumph  in  their  fucccfs.  Both  parties  retired  from 
the  battle  of  Solebay  with  equal  lofs ;  but  though 
fuch  a  contefl.  was  undoubtedly  honpurable  to  that 
brave  commander,  yet  a  complete  vidory .  could 
have  hardly  faved  his  country,  at  that  time,  froa^ 
the  deftruftion,  which  on  every  other  fide  jthreat- 
ened  to  overwhelm  her.  The  land  forces  of  the 
United  Provinces,  which  did  not  exceed  twelve 
dioufand  men,  with  a  few  auxiliaries  received  from 
Flanders,  were  very  incompetent  to  the  defence  of 

♦  The  only  inftances  of  di(refpc<fl  to  this  imperious  monarch,  ' 
which  his  miniftiy  could  alledge,  were  the  pretended  infolence 
of  the  Dutch  gazette,  and  a  medal  ftruck  by  Van  Beuhinghen, 
one  of  the  negociator^  of  the  peace  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  which 
he  compared  himfelf  to  Jo(hua  flopping  the  courfe  of  the  fun. 
As  Lewis  had  taken  the  fun  for  his  device,  the  meaning  of  the 
medal  could  not  ht  niiftaken ;  but  the  States  caufed  it  to  be  fup- 
preiTed  What  a  juft  caufe  for  jattempting  two  years  after  to  cx^ 
terminate  the  whole  nation  ! 

£  e  4  an 
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an  cxtenfive  frontier  againft  an  army  of  erne  hun* 
dred  and  eighteen  thoufand  foot,  and  twenty-r 
fix  thoufand  horfe,  with  the  king  of  France  ar 
their  head,  affifted  by  fuch  generals  as  Conde  and 
Tureni^.  The  clcftor  of  Cojogne  arid  the  bilhop 
of  Munfter  had  ah^b  taken  the  field,  and  foon  Eiiade 
themfelves  mafters  of  Overyflel.  Guelderiand  and 
Utrecht  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French ;  and 
Holland  itfelf  was  driven  to  the  laft  refource  of 
opening  the  fluices,  and  laying  the  country  under 
water,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  invaders  *. 

It  was  no  longer  in  De  Witt's  power  to.be  of 
any  fervice  to  a  people,  whofe  inteftine  divifions 
were  ft  ill,  more  fatal  to  them  than  the  arms  of  the 
enemy.  When  that  virtuous  and  enlightened  poli- 
'  tician  firft:  rofe  to  guide  the  councils  of  the  date, 
he  found  it  neceflary  to  form  a  connexion  with 
France,  in  order  to  balance  the  intrigues  of  die 
Orange  feftion  with  the  Englifli  court.  But  as 
foon  as  he  perceived  the  defigns  of  Lewis,  he  dif- 
daimed  the  felfe  friendihip  of  luch  an  ally,  and 
exerted  his  great  talents  in  raifing  a  barrier  againft 
that  monarch's  ambition.  With  this  view  he  en- 
tered into  a  defenfive  league  with  England ;  and 
though  he  always  very  juftly  fufpefted  the  finnnels 
and  integrity  of  Charles,  yet  the  immediate  danger, 

*  The  damage  which  the  country  fuftained,  by  this  ftqi 
taken  for  its  prefcrvation,  was  eftimated  at  eighteen  millions  of 
guilders. 

to 
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to  which  his  country  was  expofed  from  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  French  army  into  Flajidcrs,  did  not  ad-r 
mit  of  any  choice  of  expedients.  It  was  very  plain, 
from  his  firft  declaration  to  fir  William  Temple  *, 
that  even  at  the  time  of  negociating  the  treaty,  he 
feared  he  was  only  gra(ping  at  a  rotten  bulrufti  to 
lave  the  drowning  republic.  The  event  fully  con- 
firmed  the  juftnefs  of  his  apprehenfions. 

We  are  told,  that  this  true  patriot,  on  receiving 
a  letter  of  the  extent  of  the  confpiracy,  which  was 
£aTmed  againft  his  unhappy  country,  fell  into  a 
fwoon  in  the  Stadthpufe ;  but  recovering  from  the 
fhock,  he  aflumed  his  ufual  intrepidity  aad  vigi- 
lance in  preparing  for  the  unequal  conteft.  It  was 
by  his  animating  endeavours  that  the  Dutch  fleet 
was  put  in  a  condition  to  cope,  for  fome  time  at 
leaft,  with  the  combined  armies  of  France  and 
England.  He  alfo  direfted  his  thoughts  to  the  beft 
means  of  internal  defence ;  but  as  the  want  of 
forces  made  it  impoflible  to  repel  the  torrent  of 
aflailants,  he  was  blamed  for  all  the  perils  and  di- 
ftrefles  qf  the  ftate.  The  people,  naturally  fickle, 
and  impatient  in  adverfity,  were  inflamed  againft 
their  once-admired  leader  by  every  art  which  party 
malice  could  invent ;  and  though  his  incorruptible 
integrity  had  been  as  manifeft  as  his  wifdom,  yet ' 
his  enemies  werp  not  alhamed  to  fpread  -abrpad  the 


*  Sec  page  362. 
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diabolical  calumny,  that  he  had  been  bribed  to  fell 
his  country  to  the  ambition  of  the  French  monarch. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  was  announced  by  his  fac- 
tion as  the  only  faviour  in  the  prefent  time  of  im- 
minent danger ;  and  on  his  being  appointed  to  the 
high  office  of  admiral  and  captain- general,  all  the 
efforts  of  De  Witt  and  of  the  remaining  friends  of 
freedom  could  prevail  only  to  have  an  oath  adnu- 
niftered  to  the  prince,  that  he  (hould  never  accept, 
even  if  required,  the  dignity  of  Stadtholder. 

But  the  diminution  of  his  authority  was  not  the 
only  effeft  of  the  ingratitude  and  fury  of  a  mis- 
guided populace,  which  De  Witt  wis  deftined  to 
experience.     As   the  fituation  of  s^Salrs   became 
every  day  more  hopelefs,  the  ra^  of  the  mob  rofc 
higher.     The  exaftinjg  of  the   bcfore-meodooed 
oath  from  the  prince  of  Orange  was  not  only  looked 
upon  as  a  crime,  but  as  a  proof  of  De  Witt's  trea- 
chery to  the  ftate.     Four  ruffians  ailaulted  him  in 
the  ftreet,    and  after  giving  him  many  wounds, 
left  him  for  dead.     His  brother  Cornelius,  who 
had  gone  on  board  the  fleet  with  De  Ruyter,  and 
had  behaved  with  great  prudence  and  coun^,  was 
obliged  by  ficknefs  to  come  on  fhore;  and  whilft 
confined  to  his  houfe  at  Dort,  fome  aiTaflins  broke 
in  upon  him,  and  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
that   his   family  and    fervants    could   repel  their 
violence. 

This 


SECRET    HISTOHY.  4^ 

This  was  but  the  prelude  to  the  melancholy  tra- 
gedy which  followed.     One  Tichelear,  a  barber, 
a    man  noted  for  infamy,  accufed  Cornelius  De 
Witt  of  endeavouring  by  bribes  to  engage  him  in 
tl;e  defign   of  poifoning  the   prince   of  Orange; 
and  the  accufation,  tliough  attended  with  the  moft 
improbable  and  abfurd  circumftances,  was  greedily 
received  by  the  multitude.     Cornelius  was  cited 
before  a  court  of  judicature,  and  through  the  pu- 
fillanimity,  or  prejudices  of  the  judge,  was  con- 
demned to  be  put  to  the  rack.     Amidft  excru- 
ciating agonies,  he  continued  to  make  proteftations 
of  his   innocence,   and   frequently   repeated   that 
juftly  admired  ode  of  Horace,  ^'  jujium  et  ienacem. 
propqfiti  vinm,  i^r."  containing  thofe  heroic  fenti- 
ments  which  had  directed  the  conduft  of  his  life, 
and  now  fuftained  him  under  a  trial  too  fevere  for 
the  common  feelings  of  humanity.   But  though  his 
innocence  was  thus  fupportcd  by  the  firmnefs  of 
his  temper,  and  confequently  he  was  acquitted  by 
law  and  reafon,  yet  he  was  condemned  to  lofe  his 
offices,  and  to  be  baniflied  the  commonwealth. 

John  de  Witt,  who  Ijad  now  given  up  his  office . 
of  pcnfionary,  was  incapable  of  being  terrified  by 
the  rage  of  the  populace,  from  afting  the  part  of 
an  affedionate  brother,  and  a  faithful  friend.  He 
fupported  and  countenanced  Cornelius  through  the 
whole  proceeding;  and  when  the  fentence  was 
paffed  uppn  him,  he  refolyed  to  accompany  him, 

and 
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Jind  to  carry  him  in  his  coach  to  the  plaCe  of  his 
exile.  No  fooner  did  De  Witt  appear  in  his  coach, 
a  part  of  parade  and  indulgence  to  which  he  did 
hot  ufually  accuftom  himfelf,  than  the  fignal  was 
given  to  the  populace  to  finifti  the  laft  fcene  of  t'«* 
tragedy,  and  fully  to  execute  the  purpofe  of  the 
party.  The  mob,  with  fome  of  the  burgher  com- 
panies, or  train-bands  of  the  Hague,  gathered 
about  him  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  followed 
him  to  the  prifon  with  much  opprobrious  language. 
De  Witt  was  fenfible  of  the  danger  which  awaited 
him,  but  proceeded  in  the  noble  refolution  he  had 
taken ;  and  on  the  appearance  of  the  two  brothers, 
arm  in  arm,  they  were  both  knocked  down  and 
mafliicred.  The  indignities  exerc/fed  on  their  dead 
bodies  are  too  (hocking  to  be  related.  With  them 
expired  Dutch  liberty. 

After  contemplating  this  horrid  fcene,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  feel  any  pity  for  the  calamities,  which 
fo  ungrateful  and  brutal  a  people  then  fuflered,  or 
for  the  abjeft  and  degraded  lituation  to  which  they 
have  been  fince  reduced.  In  the  excefs  of  their 
defpair,  they  made  an  effort  to  fopthe  their  enemies 
by  fubmiffion ;  but  the  terms  infifted  on  by  the  al- 
lied kings  were  fo  humiliating  and  opproflivc,  that 
they  refolved  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  and 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  French  yoke,  to  traniport 
themfelves  and  their  families  to  the  Eaft-Indies. 
.  Having  opened  their  (luices,  as  before  obferved, 

they 
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they  fought  a  dearly  purchafed  fecurity  on  the 
land  iide  behind  their  inundations.  At  fea  they 
were  in  more,  imminent  dano;er.  .  The  combined 
fleets,  having  repaired  the  damage  fuftained  in  the 
firft  battle,  before  De  Ruyter  was  again  in  a  condi- 
tion to  oppofe  them,  were  preparing  to  malce  a  de- 
fcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Zealand  ;  but  the  enter- 
prize  was  defeated  by  an  extraordinary  ebb  of  the 
tide,  which  continued  for  twelve  hours  inftead  of 
fix,  and  was  followed  by  fuch  a  ftgrm  as  obliged 
the  invaders  to  quit  the  coaft  and  provide  for  their 
own  fafety.  This  gave  the  Dutch  a  little  breathing 
time ;  and  towards  the  clofe  of  the  firft  campaign, 
the  emperor  of  Germany  and  the  elcftor  of  Bran^- 
denburg,  having  at  length  taken  the  alarm,  en- 
tered into  aft  alliance  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  with 
the  States,  and  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  ^ 
aflifting  them  with  vigour  and  effeft. 

Charles,  who  had  made  his  account  to  find  in 
the  fpwls  of  the  United  Provinces  wealth  enough 
for  the  fupply  of  all  his  wants  and  wifties,  began 
now  to  perceive  the  vanity  of  fuch  expectations. 
Sluices,  tides,  winds,  and  feveral  other  untoward 
and  unforcfeen  accidents  had  baffled  a  combination 
of  forces,  which  he  thought  would  have  proved 
irrefiftible.  Inftead  of  enriching,  he  had  imp<5- 
verilhcd  himfelf,  and  had  npt  only  fpent  the  fup- 
plies  of  the  nation,  and  the  bribes  of  France,  but 
the  mpney  alfo  which  he  ftill  with-held  from  the' 

public 
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public  creditors  by  the  mofl:  fcandalous  and  illegd 
methods.  He  was  therefore  at  length  obliged  to 
permit  the  meeting  of  parliament,  after  having  de- 
layed it  for  almoft  two  years,  in  hopes  of  becoming 
independent  of  their  affiftance*. 

During  fo  long  a  i  -  .lion  of  the  national 
councils,  grievances  had  been  accumulating  very 
faft.  Charles,  as  if  he  was  already  in  the  undif- 
puted  poffeflion  of  that  arbitrary  power,  which  was 
to  be  the  refult  of  his  union  with  the  court  of 
France,  difpenfed  with  the  laws  at  pleafure,  as  in 
his  declaration  of  indulgence,  and  in  the  injunc^ 
tions  againft  all  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
money  lent  to  the.  bankers  :  he  fufpended  the  na- 
vigation adt :  he  iffued  various  proclamations  in 
the  mofl:  defpotic  ft:ile,  and  one  in  particular  againft 
thofe  who  prefumed  to  -  fpeak  undutifully  of  his 
majefl:y's  meafures,  and  againfl:  all  who  heard  fuch 
difcourfes,  unlefs  they  gave  information  in  due 
time  of  the  offenders :  having  levied  an  army  to 
fulfil  his  engagements  in  the  fecret  treaty  with 
France,  and  to  intimidate  his  own  fubjedts,  he 
caufed  the  difcipltne  of  martial  law  to  be  eftabliflied 
by  an  order  of  his  council,  in  direft  contradidtion 
to  the  petition  of  right.  Belides  fix  thoufand  men 
that  he  had  fent  under  the  duke  of  Monmouth  to 
join  the  French  army,  there  were  between  five  and 
fix  thoufand  more  raifed,  and  encamped  at  Black- 
heath,  and  the  command  of  them  was  given  to  a 

foreigner. 


SECRET    HISTORY.  5 1 

foreigner,  count  Schomberg.  It  was  this  circum- 
llance  which  probably  encouraged  Shaftelbury,  the 
new  chancellor,  to  add  to  the  former  alarming 
ftretches  of  power  the  ifluing  out  of  wriis  to  fup- 
ply  the  vacancies  which  death  and  promotion  had 
made  in  the  parliament,  without  waiting  for  the 
meeting  of  this  affembly,  or  the  authority  of  the 
lpeaker*s  warrant. 

Thcfe  and  many  other  flagrant  violations  of  the 
people's  rights  did  not  hinder  Charles  from  addref- 
fmg  parliament  with  the  fulled  confidence-  He 
would  have  called  them  together  fooner,  he  faid, 
but  that  he  was  willing  to  eafe  them  and  the  coun- 
try, till  there  was  an  abfohite  neceflity.  He  then 
informed  them,  that  fince  their  laft  meeting,  he 
had  been  forced  into  a  war,  not  only  juft,  but  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation ; 
and  he  made  no  doubt  but  they  would  give  him 
fuitable  and  effcftual  afliftance  to  go  through  with 
it.  In  order  to  have  peace  at  home,  while  there 
was  war  abroad,  he  had  iffued  his  indulgence  to. 
diifenters,  and  had  found  many  good  effcAs  to  re- 
fult  from  that  meafure,  He  had  heard  of  fome 
exceptions,  which  had  been  taken  ;  but  he  would 
tell  them  plainly,  he  was  rcfolved  to  ftick  to  his 
declaration,  and  he  Ihould  be  much  offended  at 
any  contradi<5tion.  A  rumour,  he  faid,  had  been 
fpread,  as  if  the  new  levied  troops  had  been  in- 
tended to  controvl  law  and  liberty;  but  he  regarded 

that 
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that  jealoufy  as  fo  frivolous,  that  he  was  dctenriined 
to  augment  his  forces  next  fpringj  and  he  did  not 
doubt  but  the  commons  would  confider  the  charge 
of  them  in  the  fupplies.  He  concluded  with  his  ufual 
ftrainof  affurancesj  that  he  would  preferve  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  as  by  law  eftabliftied,  and  that  no 
man's  property  or  liberty  ftiould  ever  be  invaded ; 
and  then  faid,  he  left  the  reft  to  the  chancellor. 

To  do  the  chancellor  jilftice,  he  did  not  fell 
fliort  of  his  mafter  either  in  falfehood,  or  in  impu- 
dence.    He  enlarged  on  all  the  hints  dropt  by  the 
king,  particularly  on  the  provocations  to  the  war. 
He  faid,  "  that  the  Hollanders  were  the  common 
enemies  of  all  monarchies,  efpecially  that  of  Eng- 
land, their  only  competitor  for  commerce  and  na- 
val power,  and  the  fole  obftacle  to  their  views  of 
attaining  an  univerfal  empire  as  extenfive  as  that  of 
ancient  Rome :  that  the  kingj  in  entering  on  this 
war,   did  no  more  than   profecute  the  maxims, 
whicli  had  engaged  die  parliament  to  advife  and 
approve  of  the  laft  war  i  they  had  judged  aright, 
that,  at  any  rate,  delenda  est  Carthago,  that 
government  was  to  be  brought  down :  the  king 
might,  therefore,  well  fay  to  them,  //  was  their 
war.'^     After  having  by  this  curious  piece  of  logic 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  a  war,  which  Charles 
had  engaged  in,  with  the  wicked  defign  of  plun- 
dering the  Dutch,  and  of  thereby  enabling  himfelf 
to  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  Englandj  was  the  war 

of 
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of  pariiament,  though,  by  means  of  unufual  pro- 
rogations, they  had  been  prevented  from  approving 
or  condemning  it,  he  ui^ed  them  to  a  hearty  con-* 
junftion  againft  thofe  eternal  enemies  of  their 
country ;  and  told  them,  that  unlefs  their  fupplies 
were  frank,  fpeedy,  and  liberal,  they  /  could  nevet 
anlwer  the  important  occasion. 

As  the  common^,  upon  their  meeting,  had 
complained  loudly  of  the  fteps  taken  by  the 
chancellor  to  fill  up  all  the  vacancies  in  parlia^ 
ment  with  his  own  creatures,  and  by  his  own  au* 
thority,    the  king,    immediately    after    the   tw*  ^ 

fpeeches,  declared,  "  that  he  had  given  order  to 
the  lord  chancellor  to  fend  out  writs,  for  the  better 
fupply  of  their  houfe,  having  feen  precedents  for 
it ;.  but  if  any  fcruple  or  queftion  did  arife  about 
it,  he  left  it  to  the  houfe  to  debate  as  foon  as  they 
could.*'  The  following  day,  they  voted  the  writs 
and  returns  irregubir,  and  expelled  all  the  mem- 
bers thuselefted.  Their  next  vote,  which,  indeed, 
excited  fome  furprize,  was  a  fupply  of  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  but  as  they  did 
not  exprrfs  the  lead  approbation,  or  take  any  notice 
of  the  war,  it  was  undoubtedly  done  to  obtain  a 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  without  coming  to  a 
violent  breach  with  the  king. 

The  declaration  of  indulgence  had  given^the^ 

moft  offence^     Befides  the  danger  of  fubmitting  to 

VOL.  ir.  F  f  -  an 
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an  arbitrary  fufpenfion  of  penal  laws,  feme  events  had 
happened  during  the  long  recefs,  which  Tendered 
the  views  of  the  court  more  evident  and  more 
alarming.  In  the  year  1671  the  dnchefs  of  York 
died,  and  in  her  laft  ficknefs  had  made  open  pro- 
feflfion  of  the  Romifli  >eligion.  Such  an  extraor- 
dinary circumftance  as  this  would  have  fixed  fomc 
fufpicions  on  the  duke  of  York,  had  he  even  con- 
tinued his  former  hypocrify.  But  encouraged  by 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  France,  he  openly 
declared  his  converfion  to  the  church  of  Rome ; 
and  (hewed  his  defire  to  have  a  fecond  wife  of  the 
fame  perfuafion,  by  his  foliciting,  though  unfuc- 
cefsfuliy,  a  marriage  with  the  arch-duche(s  of  Jn- 
fpruck. 

One  of  the  moft  determined  purpofes  of  the 
commons  was  therefore  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
popery.  Three  days  after  the  vote  of  fupply,  the 
-declaration  of  indulgence  was  ordered  to.be  read; 
and  after  a  long  and  folemn  debate,  in  which  arbi- 
trary power  was  openly  defended  by  fome  of  the 
courtiers,  the  houfe  refolved,  that  penal  ftatutes, 
in  matters  ecclefiaftical,  could  not  be  fufpended 
but  by  aft  of  parliament.  An  addrefs,  on  this  re- 
folution,  was  fent  up  to  the  throne,  in  the  name 
of  the  lower  houfe,  the  concurrence  of  the  lords 
not  having  been  aiked,  as  they  were  likely  to  op- 
pofe the  meafure.  The  addrefs  contained  the  words 
^  of  the  vote  of  thanks  for  the  king's  gracious  af- 

furanccs 
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furancfis  on  ftp^^Jubjeft  of  religion,  liberty,  and 
property ;  and  concluded  widi  an  humble  requeft, 
that  the  laws  might  have  their  free  courfe,  until' it 
Ihould  be  otherwife  provided  for  by  ad  of  par- 
liament* ' 

The  king,  agreeable  to  what  he  had  declared  in 
his  fpeech,  ftood  ftiffly  on  this  point  of  preroga- 
tive. The  commons  perfevered  in  their  denial  of 
the  right,  and  moreover  brought  in  a  qualifying 
bill,  which  made  iteffential  that  all  perfons  bearing 
any  office,  or  place  of  truft  or  profit,  Ihould  take 
the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance,  receive  the 
facrament  in  public  church,  and  abjure  all  belief 
in  the  doArine  of  tranfubftantiation.  This  was 
called  the  Test  Act,  and  was  calculated  to  throw 
all  papifts  out  of  office.  During  the  debates,  to 
which  it  gave  rife,  the  court-party,  by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  lord  Clifford,  moved,  that  fome  favour 
might  be  fhewn  to  proteflant  dilTenters,  and  that 
their  meetings  migh.t  be  allowed.  But  the  drift  of 
this  manoeuvre,  by  which  the  courtitrs  hoped  to 
feparate  the  religious  factions  in  the  houfe,  and  to 
divert -the  blow  from  the  papifts  by  railing  a  new 
flarae  againft  the  non-conformifls,  was  ealily  feen 
through.  The  whole  diffenting  party  immediately 
declared,  that  all  their  friends  were  at  prefent  wil- 
ling to  lie  under  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  rather 
than  clog  a  more  necefTary  work  with  their  con- 
F  f  2  cerns. 
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cerns  j^  and  only  defired  that  an  efFcftual  fcairirf 
might  be  foiHid  out  againft  popery  •. 

When  every  artifice  had  been  tried  in  vain  to 
divert  the  commons  from  their  purpofe,  the  king 
fent  a.  complaint  of  their  conduft  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  whofe  honour  and  privileges,  he  laid,  were 
equally  attacked  with  his  own  prerogative.  There 
is  no  regular  account  of  the  debate  on  this  mcf- 
(age  'y  but,  according  to  Burnet,  lord  Cliflbrd  be- 
gan it,  by  calling  the  vote,  which  the  commons 
had  paflfed  on  the  declaration  of  indulgence,  nsoif- 
flrnm  horendtmy  ingens  ^  and  declaimed  againfl  ii 
with  great  heat,  and  many  indecent  expjreflions. 
To  the"amazement  and  confufion  of  thei  Xing  and 
dukcj  who  were  auditors  of  this  impor^nt  debate, 
Shafteflbury  was  riie  firft  man  who  ftood  up  to  op- 
pofe  what  "had  fallen  from  lord  Clifford.  *^  Whilft 
thofe  matters,'*  he  (ai4,  "  were  debated  out  d 
doors,  he»  might  have  thought  with- others,  that  the 
fupremacy,  allertcd  as  it  was  by  law,  did  warraxK 
the  declaration  ;  but  now  that  fuch  a  houfe  of  com- 
mons, fo  loyal  and  aflcAionate  to  tlie  kitxg^  were 

♦  This  generous  facrifice  of  theij-  own  concerns  to  the  gene- 
ral ibcurity  of  the  proteflant  religion  had  fuch  an  eSkGt  oo  the 
houfe,  that  a  bill  was  brought  m  and  readily  afjented  to»  for 
abrogating  all  tlie  rigorous  laws  made  againfl  them  ia  thi^ 
reign;  but  it  was  ilopt  in  the  upper  houfe  by  the  influence  of 
tlie  crown, 

oti 


dC  another  mind,  he  fubmitted  his  reafon  to  them: 
they  were  the  king's  great  council;  they  muft 
both  advife  and  fupport  him ;  they  had  done  it, 
a^d  would  do  it  dill,  if  their  laws  and  religion 
were  fecure  to  them/*  By  this  Jbold  and  unex- 
pe<5ted,  ftroke  of  policy,  Shaftefbury  threw  off  the 
odium  he  had  incurred  from  his  intrigues  with  the 
court,  and  fecared  his  perfonal  fafety  by  a  timely 
oppofition  to  tliofe  meafures  which  he  had  ap- 
proved in  the  cabinet. 

The  lords,  after  thanking  the  kiog  for  the  truft 
and  confidence  he  had  repofed  in  them,  recom- 
mended the  adjufting  of  the  matter  in  difpute,  in 
a  parliamentary  way,  by  bill  i  and  afterwards  joined 
with  the  commons  in  an  addrefs  on  the  increafe  of 
popifh  recufants,  and  the  great  and  dangerous  en- 
coun^ement  given  to  papifts>  by  admitting  th^m 
into  places  of  great  truft,  and  efpecially  into  mi- 
litary commands  ;  and  they  humbly  defired  that  a 
proclamation  might  be  iffued,  commanding  all 
priefts  and  jefuits  to  depart  the  kingdom;  and 
that  all  officers,  who  refufed  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  lupremacy  might  be  diibanded. 

Lord  Shaftefbury's  defection,  aqd  the  union  be- 
tween the  two  houfes,  occafioned  a  divifion  in  the 
opinions  of  the  minifey^  who  had  ncvet  been 
united  in  that  firm  concord  which  mutual  confix 
dence  ^^e^tes,  or  in  that  unfhaken  refolution 
JF  f  3  which 
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which  honeft  counfels  infpire.  The  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  his  creature,  lord  Berkley,  offered, 
with  the  afliftance  of  the  army,  to  take  out  of  both 
houfes  the  members  which  formed  the  oppofirion. 
ClifTord  affured  the  king  that  the  people  now  faw 
through  all  his  defigns,  and  he  muft  refolve  to 
make  himfelf  maftcr  at  once,  or  be  for  ever  fiib- 
jedl  to  their  jealoufy  and  contempt.  The  duke  of 
Lauderdale  prefled  with  much  vehemence  tli? 
fending  for  the  army  out  of  Scotland,  and  the  fciz- 
ing  on  Newcaftle,  But  lord  Arlington  and  the 
earl  of  Shaftefbury  (who  had  excufed  his  conduct 
in  the  debate,  on  the  neceflity  he  faw   of  faying 

.  fomething  to  allay  the  heat,  which  lord  Cliffords 
fpecch  would  have  occafioned,  to  the  infallible  ob- 

•  ftruftion  of  the  fupplies)  prefled  the  king  to  give 
the  parliament  full  content,  on  which  ihcy  under- 
took to  procure  him  money  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  and  were  he  fuccefsful  in  that,  he  might  ea(:Iy 

recover  what  in  this  extremity  he  muft  part  with. 

i 

On  the  next  day  feveral  members  of  the  houfc 
of  commons  backed  what  Shaftelburyhad  aflerted, 
and  aflured  the  king,  that,  on  lord  Clifford's  fpeech, 
the  houfe  was  in  fuch  a  fury,  that  probably  they 
would  have  gone  to  high  votes  and  impeachments, 
but  for  lord  Shaftefbury's  haranguing  on  the  other 
fide,  who,  they  believed,  fpoke  his  majefty's  fenfe, 
as  the  other  fide  had  fpoken  that  of  the  duke. 
Thofe  reprefentations  from  many  of  the  members,  ' 

who 
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^vkd  were  fecretly  diredcd  by  lord  Arlington,  had 
litde  eiFeS;  on  either  the  king  or  the  duke :  they 
regarded  themfelves  as  betrayed  by  the  treachery 
or  timidity  of  Shaftelbury  and  Arlington.  The 
violent  counfels  of  Buckingham,  Lauderdale,  and 
Clifford  were  more  agreeable;  and  the  diffolution 
of  parliament  was  in  agitation  when  the  French 
king,  who  feared  that  the  quarrel  between  Charles 
and  his  people  would  bring  on  the  neceflity  of 
concluding  a  peace  with  Holland,  infifted  ftrongly, 
by  the  mouth  of  his  embaffador,  on  the  propriety 
and  policy  of  fatisfying  for  the  prefent  the  jealoufy 
of  parliament  J  and  accompanied  thofe  arguments 
with  a  promife,  that  the  fuccours  ftipulated  on  the 
part  of  France,  Ihould  be  extended,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  treaty.  Charles  immediately  gave 
way,  and  aflured  the  embaffador,  that  his  matter's 
fentiments  had  more  power  wilh  him  than  all  the 
reafonings  of  his  moft  faithful  minifters;  and  that 
he  was  fo  fenfibly  touched  with  the  marks  of  fin- 
cere  friendlhip  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  had 
(hewn  him,  that,  to  teftify  fully  his  acknowledge 
ments,  he  would  grant,  without  any  farther  deli- 
beration, what  his  fubjefts  fo  preffingly  afked  of 
him. 

According  to  what  had  been  determined  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  embaffador,  his  majefty 
next  day  fent  for  the  declaration,  and  with  his  own 
hands  broke  the  feal  y  and  repairing  to  the  houfe 
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of  lords,  fae  fignified  his  agreement  to  the  addrefs 
which  had  been  offered  to  him  on  the  fubjeft  of 
pppifli  recufants ;  pronlifed  the  two  hou&s,  that 
what  had  been  done  concerning  the  fufpenfiom  of 
the  penal  laws,  (hould  never,  for  the  future,  be 
drawn  into  example  and  confequence ;  and  affured 
the  commons  that  he  would  willingly  pais  any  law 
offered  him,  which  might  tend  to  give  them  fatis* 
fa^ftion  in  all  their  juft  grievances.  Thus  did  this 
arrant  diflembler  endeavour  to  give  the  mod  po* 
pular  appearance  to  conceffions,  which  were  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  prefling  inftances  of  the  king 
of  France,  and  to  the  hope  of  obtaining  at  fome 
future  day,  by  that  king's  aififtance,  amfde  revenge 
for  thefe  temporj^ry  abatements  of  royal  preroga- 
tiye, 

In  return  for  the  king's  condefcenfion,  the  two 
houfes  waited  on  bis  majcfty  in  a  body,  ^d  gave 
him  their  humble  thanks  ^d  acknowledgments. 
An  aft  of  general  j^ardon  and  indenmity  was 
paffed,  which  fcreened  the  miniflers  from  all  Btrther 
inquiry.  The  rcfolution  for  a.fupply  was  carried 
into  a  law  before  any  farther  redrefs  of  grievances, 
except  palling  the  Teft;  and  though  a  petition  was 
prefented  praying  relief  in  other  matters,  the  king, 
Slaving  got  his  own  bufinefs  fettled,  gave  the  com- 
mons an  evafive  anfwer,  and  adjourned  the  parlia- 
ment  for  about  fix  months. 

*  Though 
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Though  the  Teft  was  followed  by  a  few  changes  | 

of  perfons  in  fome  of  the  public  departments,  it 
produced  no  alteration  of  fyft^m  in  the  king's  con- 
du6k,  or' councils.  Moft  of  the  Roman  catholic 
officers  fefigned  their  commiffions,  but  were  fe- 
crelly  flattered  ^vith  the  hope  of  being  re-inflated 
in  their  pofts  at  a  more  favourable  period.  Lord 
Clilfbrd  was  deprived  of  his  white  ftafF,  which  was 
given  to  fir  Thomas  Ofborn,  a  man  equally  cor- 
rupt and  eqtially  intriguing.  The  duke  of  York 
himfelf  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  high  appoint- 
ment of  lord  high  admiral,  and  the  command  of 
the  fleet  was  given  to  princi  Rupert.  The  duke 
is  fald  to  have  fhed  tears  upon  the  occafion;  but 
they  were  not  tears  of  repentance,  nor  did  he  en- 
deavour to  regain  the  afFeftions  of  a  people,  whofe 
confidence  hp  had  juflly  forfeited.  He  now  threw 
himfelf  entirely  on  the  fupport  of  France  ;  kept  up  ^  ' 

a  clofe  correfpond^nce  with  that  court ;  and  re-  / 
gardlcfs  of  the  fcntiments  or  remonftrances  of  par- 
liament, chofe  for  his  fecond  wife  a  Roman  catho- 
lic princefs,  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Modena. 

The  campaign  of  1673  afforded  miKh  fewer 
gratifications  to  the  avarice,  or  ambition  of  the 
royal  confpirators  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
De  Ruyter,  though  with  a  fleet  greatly  infierior, 
had  the  glory,  in  three  different  engagements,  of 
refifting  with  efFeft  the  combined  fquadrons  of 
England  aijd  .France,  and  completely  defeating 

their 
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their  refumed  prqjcd  of  a  defcent  in  Zeaktid. 
The  afiairs  of  die  United  Provinces  took  a  ftiH 
more  favourable  turn  by  land.  The  prince  of 
Orange  having  efFefted  a  junftion  with  the  impe- 
rial army  under  the  command  of  Montecucuii, 
they  foon  obliged  Lewis  to  abandon  his  conquefb, 
with  a  rapidity  equal  to  his  former  fuccefs.  The 
taking  of  Maeflricht,  which  he  owed  m  a  great 
meafuiC  to  the  vigour  and  conduif):  of  the  En^fli 
troops,  was  the  only  advantage  he  ^ined  to  com- 
penfate  fo  many  mortifications.  A  congreft,  which 
had  been  opened  in  the  mean  time  at  Cologpe, 
under  the  mediation  of  Sweden,  broke  up,  withoiu 
having  produced  any  other  effeft  than  that  of  in- 
creafing  the  animofities  it  was  defigned  to  appeafe. 

At  the  re-meeting  of  parliament  the  king  made 
an  attempt  to  obtain  another  fopply,  in  which  he 
was  fcconded  by  Shaftefbury,  who  was  ftiU   con- 
tinued in  office  for  that  very  purpose ;  but  the 
dread  of  popery  and  arbitrary  power  counteia<fted 
all  farther  impofition.     The  firft  ftep  of  the  com- 
mons was  an  order  for  the  folemn  obfervancc  of  the 
fifth  of  November :  they  fent  up  repeated  addrefles 
to  tlie  throne  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  duke*s  mar- 
riage :  they  proceeded  to  vote  tliat  a  bill  (hould  be 
prepared  for  a  general  teft,  between  proteftants  and 
papifls,  by  v;hich  thofe  who  refufedto  take  it  were 
rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any  office,  military 
or  civil,  or  to  fit  in  parliament,  or  to  come  within 

five 
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fiv«  miles  of  the  court :  they  ordered  an  addrefs  for 
a  general  faft:  they  voted  the  ftanding  arn>y  a 
grievance ;  and  declared  that  they  would  grant  no 
more  fupplies,  unlefs  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
were  fo  obftinate  as  to  refiife  all  reafonable  condi- 
tions of  peace. 

In  order  to  ftop  thefe  proceedings  the  king  pro- 
rogued the  parliament  for  two  monhts ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  endeavoured  to  foften  the  refentment  of 
the  public  by  putting  the  laws  in  force  againft  pa- 
pifts.  But  the  nation  was  no  longer  to  be  cajoled 
by  fuch  flimfy  artifice.  The  earl  of  Shaftefbury, 
having  been  jdeprived  of  the  feals  immediately  after 
the  late  dlfmiffion  of  parliament,  was  now  become 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  oppofitlon,  and  took  care 
to  give  his  party  proper  ideas  of  the  arbitrary  de- 
signs of  the  court.  The  States  General  had  made 
frequent  propofals  of  a  feparate  peace  with  Eng- 
land, fome  of  which  had  even  been  printed  and 
circulated  through  the  kingdom.  Spain  alfo,  with 
whom  the  Englilh  carried  on  a  very  lucrative  trade, 
had  declared  that  (he  could  no  longer  remain  neu- 
ter, if  hoftilities  were  continued  againft  the  Dutch. 
Even  the  king  of  France,  though  fo  deeply  inte- 
refted  in  keeping  Charles  firm  to  his  fccret  engage- 
ments, had  refufed  the  fupply  of  an  additional 
million  of  livres  for  the  fupport  of  the  war.  In 
this  fituation  of  affairs,  Charles  having  again  tried 

the 
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the  liberality  of  the  commons  in  vain,  found  Ukan 
he  could  no  longer  oppofe  the  wifties  of  his  people, 
and  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Dutch  *.  But  as 
this  did  not  prevent  the  commons  from  proceeding 
to  the  examination  of  other  grievances,  nor  from 
^  preparing  fome  hills  of  the  mod  offenfivc  nature  to 
a  tyrant-f-,.  he  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  expedient, 
a  prorogation. 

*  In  order  to  keep  up  the  fliew  of  having  obtained  the  potnts, 
which  had  been  alledged  by  Charles  ^  pretences  for  the  war, 
the  honour  of  the  Hag,  which,  in  the  treaty  of  Breda  had  been 
agreed  to  only  in  general  terms,  was  now  iniifled  upon  in  a  par* 
dcular  manner,  the  diftin<ftion  bet\reen  a  fleet  and  a  &iglc  (hip^ 
or  even  a  yacht,  being  expre&ly  difallowed.  The  Englifh  plan- 
I  ters  at  Surinani  were  permitted  to  remove  at  plipafure ;  but  tfiis, 

in  fa£l,  had  been  befofe  the  cafe,  ^  thofe  planters  remained 
Cherc  from  their  own  choice,  A  feeming  regulation  of  the  Eaft 
India  trade  Waa  alfo  inferted,  but  without  any  peculiar  advan- 
tages to  England.  Even  the  article,  by  which  the  States  engaged 
to  pay  the  king  ^ight  hundred  tliouiand  pata^pons  (between  two 
and  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds)  was  little  more  than  a  pre- 
tended acknowledgment,  as  if  the  peace  was  to  be  purchafbd ; 
for  according  to  Dr.  Burnet,  lord  Arlington  had  privately  agreed 
that  this  money  (hould  be  made  over  to  the  priqce  qf  Orange, 
for  the  payment  of  a  debt  which  Charles  owed  hin^, 

t  One  of  thefe  was  the  famous  Habeas  Corpus  bill,  which  it 
^acknowledged  to  be  the  greateft,  if  not  the  only  fupport  of  per- 
fonal  freedom  in  this  kingdom ;  and  was  calculated  to  fet  bounds 
to  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  miniflers,  and  to  preierve  Aok^ 
who  fell  under  their  difpleafure,  from  being  baniihed  or  impri- 
foned,  without  caufe  or  relief,  fiat  though  this  bill  was  now 
hindered  from  being  paded  into  a  law  ;  it  was  afterwards  taken 
/       up,  and  carried  through  by  the  new  parliament  in  1679. 

Lewis 


stcntr  ni9ratt. 

Lewis  foon  repented  his  having  refufed  to  aidd. 
IUK>rher  million  to  the  private  fubfidy,  as  it  was 
cvidendy  the  want  of  mortey,  which  had  forced  his 
ally  to  conclude  a  fepafate  peace.  He  took  care, 
however,  to  prevent  Charles  from  bemg  driven, 
either  by  the  violence  of  parliament,  or  the  empti* 
nefs  of  the  exchequer,  into  any.  other  meafures, 
which  might  thwart  his  ambitious  defigns.  A 
bribe  of  five  hundred  thouland  crowns  had  the  de- 
fired  cflfeft.  The  parliament  was  farther  prorogued; 
and  the  king  of  France  was  not  only  left  at  liberty 
to  carry  on  the  war  without  any  interruption  fron* 
England,  but  was  allowed  to  retain  thef  fix  thdu- 
fimdEnglidr auxiliaries  in  his  fervice;  and  had  his 
army  frequently  recruited  by  the  moft  illegal  means 
out  of  Scotland  *.  All  remonftrances  upon  this 
head  from  the  commons,  when  they  were  at  length 
permitted  to  meet,  proved  ineffeftual  f .     Charles 

made 

*  It  appeared  from  unqueilionablie  evidence,  Jfend  before  the 
Aoufe  of  commons,  that  feveral  hundreds  of  Scotchmen  had  beea 
forced  from  their  femiiies,  bound  together,  and,  like  galley 
ftaves,  fecured  in  the  public  goals,  and  from  thence  put  on  fhip' 
board,  and  tr^tnfported  into  the  fervice  of  France,  contrary  to- 
^e  addrefles  c^  parliament,  his  maje%'spromifes  and  fham  pro- 
clamations, and  the  rights  of  nature.         , 

t  The  naval  fuccefles  of  the  French  in  1676  were,  indeed, 
irery  alarming.  Their  fleet  under  the  duke  Dc  Vivonne,  which. 
ti^a*  lent  to  relieve  Meifma,  was  attacked  by  the  jomr  fquadrons 
of  Spain  and  the  United  Provinces;  Though  the  French  were 
worfted  in  the  firft  engagement,  yet  the  gallant  De  Ruyter,  whofe 
courage,  Ml)  and  fidelity  had  fo  highly  contributed  to  the  pre- 

fiuratioa 


^^ 
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made  a  new  bargain  with  the  French  monarch ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1676,  when, 
by  joining  the  States  and  their  allies,  he  might 
have  regained  the  confidence  of  his  people  and 
the  refpeft  of  all  Europe,  he  obliged  himfelf,  in 
confideration  of  a  yearly  penfion  from  Lewis,  to 
prorogue,  or  diffolve  the  parliament,  if  it  Ihould 
endeavour  to  force  any  treaties  upon  him,  con- 
trary to  that  king's  intereft.  This  fecond  in- 
famous compadl  was  known  only  to  the  duke  of 
York,  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  the  treafurer, 
who  had  been  created  earl  of  Danby,  and  who  now 
fhared  with  Lauderdale  all  the  truft  and  favour, 
which,  for  a  (hort  time,  had  been  divided  among 

the  CABAL. 

Notwithftanding  the  profound  fecrecy  of  all  tho(e 
tranfadtions,  the  nation  took  the  alarm  at  the  king's 
indifference  to  the  danger  which  threatened  Eu- 
rope * ;  and  became  very  clamorous,  at  the  opening 

of 

fervation  of  his  country,  was  killed.     This  alone  was  more  than 
N  equivalent  to  a  victory,  and  foon  led  to  a  total  defeat  of  the 

Dutch  and  Spaniih  fleets  at  Palermo,  where  they  loft  twelve  ca- 
.  ^  pital  fliips,  befides  feveral  other  vefTels,.  feven  hundred  cannoo, 
and  five  thoufand  men ;  by  which  the  French,  to  the  terror  of 
Europe,  became  mafters  of  the  Mediterranean,  reduced  feveral 
places  of  importance,  and  endangered  the  revolt  of  all  Naples 
and  Sicily. 

*  The  king  was  equally  deaf  to  the  murmurs  of  the  people  at 
large;  but  though  he  would  not  liften  to  their  complaints,  he 

endeavoured 
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of  the  year  1674,  for  a  meeting  of  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  for  a  war  with  France,  and  an  alliance  with 
Holland.  It  being  thought  neceffary  at  this  time 
to  aflemble  the  parliament,  an  additional  fum  of 
money  was  remitted  from  France,  to  enable  the 
Englidi  minifter  to  gain  a  majority  ;  and  fo  great 
was  the  reliance  on  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  forcible  ar- 
guments, that,  on  the  fifteenth  of  February,  the 
very  day  the  feffion  was  to  be  opened,  the  French 
king  appointed  his  march  for  Flanders,  as  if,  fays  ^ 
Andrew  Marvel,  his  motions  were  in  juft  cadence, 
and  that,  as  in  a  grand  ballet,  he  kept  time  with 
thofe^  who  were  tuned  here  to  his  meafures. 


cndeavonred  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner  to  fupprcfs  them. 
The  licences  of  all  the  coffee- houfes,  where  people  fpoke  with 
moft  freedom  of  the  national  grievances,  were  recalled,  and  the 
granting  of  any  new  ones  prohibited  by  a  proclamation  ordered 
in  council  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  167$.  In  about 
*a  week  after,  another  proclamation  was  publifhed  for  difcover- 
ing  and  punilliing  the  authors  of  any  libels  on  government,  or 
on  its  minifters.  The  fuppreiiion  of  the  coffee-houfes  was  every 
where  exclaimed  againil  as  illegal ;  nor  could  the  fophiflry  of 
corrupt  judges  on  this  point  baffle  common  fenfe.  They  al- 
ledged,  that  no  perfons  could  retail  liquors  without  a  licence ; 
and  that  the  fefiions  could  refufe  a  licence  to  whom  they  pleafed. 
But  the  words  of  the  law,  which  fettled  the  excife,  only  objeAed 
to  thofe  who  could  not  find  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the 
iduties;  and  belides,  coffee  was  not  a  liquor  fubjecfted  to  the 
excife.  Charles  foimd  it  the  wifeft  counfel  to  yield  to  a  peti- 
tion of  the  coffee-men,  who  promifed  to  rcftrain  feditious  dif- 
courie,  and  to  prevept  the  reading  of  libels  in  their  houfes. 

The 
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The  king  addrefled  both  hou&s  witb  hid  ufual 
plaufibility,  foliciting  money  for  the  repairing  of 
the  navy,  with  a  reafonable  fupply  for  himfelf,  and 
the  continuation  of  the  additional  excifc,  which 
was  to  expire  at  Midfummer.  As  the  lord  trca- 
furer  had  employed  the  French  king*s  means  of 
perfuafion  with  gfeat  fkili,  the  commons  voted  five 
hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand  pounds,  x>n  the 
apparent  neceflity  of  augmenting  the  riavy ;  and 
•  continued  the  additional  excife  for  three  years. 
Nor  did  they  trouble  the  king  with  any  imponu- 
liate  addrefles  about  foreign  affairs,  till  intelligence 
was  received  Yrom  abroad,  that  Valenciennes  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Upon  this, 
they  feprefcnted  to  his  majefty  the  danger,  to  which 
the  kingdom  was  expofed  from  the  grcatnefs  of 
France ;  and  they  intreated  him  to  fecure,  by  fuch 
iilliances  as  he  fliould  think  fit,  his  own  dominions 
and  the  Spanifli  Netherlands,  and  thereby  to  quicf 
the  fears  of  his  people.  As  the  king  gave  an  eva- 
five  anfwer  to  this  firft  reprefentation,  they  ftrflowcvl 
it  with  another,  urging  their  forjner  reqiieft  in 
terms  more  explicit,  and  promiGng  fuch  fupplies 
as  might  enable  his  majefty  to  profecute  the  object 
of  their  defires  with  fuccefs.  Charles  took  afmoft 
a  fortnight  to  confider,  how  to  elude  fo  pointed  an 
application. 

In.  the  mean  time  frelh  advices  brought  the  terri- 
fying news,  that  Cambray  and  Sr,  Omer  had  under- 
gone 
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gone  the  famie  fate  as  Val&nciennes  :  that  the  prince 
ef  Orange,  who  had  haftily  aiTembled  an  army,  and 
marched  to  the  relief  of  the  laft  town,  had  been  de- 
feated and  obliged  to  retreat  to  Ypres  -,  and  that 
the  French  troops  ih  Germany  had  broke  into  the 
provinces  on  the  other  fid^  of  the  Rhine,  and  laid 
wafte  all  before  them.  Thefe  accumulated  difaf- 
ters,  which  expofed  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  the  Spa- 
ni(h  provinces  to  imminent  danger,  and  confe- 
quendy  rendered  the  prc^efs  of  the  French  arms 
very  formidable  to  the  fafety  of  England,  roufed 
every  body's  apprehenfions  but  the  king's,  who 
coldly  replied  to  the  laft  addrefs  of  the  commons, 
that,  upon  fome  alterations  abroad,  *he  thought  fit 
to  put  them  in  mind,  "  that  the  only  way  to  pre- 
vent the  dangers  which  might  arife  in  thefe  king- 
doms, would  be  to  put  him  timely  in  a  condition 
to  make  fuch,  fitting  preparations,  as  might  enable 
him  to  do  what  (hould  be  moft  for  their  fecurity." 
This  gave  rife  to  a  debate,  the  refult  of  which  was 
tlie  propofal  of  an  addition  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fend  pounds  to  the  fum  already  voted;  and  a 
promifeto  re-imburfe  whatfoever  his  majefty  (hould 
expend  in  extraordinary  preparations.  The  king 
feid,  he  could  take  no  fteps,  without  the  ad- 
ditional fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds ; 
and  as  the  commons  excufed  themfelves  from  com- 
plying with  this  peremptory  demand,  on  the  pre- 
tence that  many  of  their  members,  in  expeftation 
of  the  ufual  recefs  at  Eafter,  were  gone  into  the 
VOL.  II.  G  g  country. 
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country,  and  that  they  did  not  think  k  pai&men^ 
ftry  io  grant  fo  much  money  in  a  thin  boufe,  he 
adjourned  ehe  parliament  for  about  five  weeks. 

'  At  the  opening  of  the  late  ieffiqn  an  affidr  hap- 
pened^  which  greatly  diminilhed  the  ftrengdi  of 
the  oppofitioB,  by  intimidating  fome,  who  tnight 
have  refilled  the  lord  treafurer*s  bribes.  An  un- 
lucky queftion  was  ftaned  in  each  houie,  but  de- 
bated only  by  the  peers^  Whether  the  parltament 
had  any  right,  to  enter  upon  bufmefs  ?  It  had  been 
enacted  by  a  law  of  Edward  III.  that  parliaments 
fhould  be  held  at  leaft  once  every  year ;  and  as  the 
laft  prorogation  had  been  longer  than  a  year»  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  aflerted^  that  the  parliament 
was  illegal,  and  its  future  a6b  confequeatly  inva- 
lid, founding  his  opinion  on  the  before-mentioned 
law,  and  fome  other  ancient  ftatutes,  **  which,** 
he  faid,  **  were  not,  like  women,  the  worfe  for 
being  old/*  He  was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the 
earls  of  Shaftcfbury,  Salifoury,  and  Warton  ^  but 
all  four  were  fent  to  the  Tower>  there  to  reofiain 
during  the  pleafure  of  his  majefty  and  the  houie, 
for  having  advanced  fuch  dangerous  pofitions,  as 
they  were  termed.  Buckingham,  Safifoury,  and 
Wlteirton  made  fubmifEons,  and  were  foon  rcw 
kafed  *.    Shaftelbury  fought  the  remedy  of  law, 

hm 

•  The  carl  of  Shaftelbury  had,  upaii  fome  former  occafion, 
fcfcftcd  ©a  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  as  a  man  iacoaftanc  and 

giddy 
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bilt  his  plea  being  rejefted  by  the  judges,  he  was  at 
lengthy  after  a  ycarS  ithprifonment,  pbliged  tq 
make  the  fame  fubmiffions  before  he  could  obtain 
his  freedcxn  *i 

When  the  pairliartient  re-air^mbied,  the  bufitteis 
agitated  at  the  lad  meeting  was  opened  by  a  vetbei 
meflage  from  the  king,  with  an  intimation  that  the 
commons  had  no  time  to  lofe,  ^s  his  majefty  in- 
tended that  there  (hould  be  a  recefs  very  quickly  j 
but  the  houfe  ilili  keeping  firm  to  their  refolutioii 
t>f  parting  with  no  money  till  the  neceflaty  alliances 
were  formed,  and  having  Ordered  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  bill  for  recalling  the  Englifh  and  Scotch 
out  of  the  Ftench  (erVic^,  they  Were  fent  for,  td  at«» 
tend  at  Whitehall,  where  th^  king  told  them,  that^ 
on  his  royal  word,  they  fhpuld  not  repent  any  truftj 
which  they  (hould  repofe  in  him  for  the  (afety  of 

giddy  ill  his  cdhdii^.  As  the  duke  iras  taking  coach,  dn  his 
diicharge  out  of  the  Tower,  the  earl  looking  out  of  his  window, 
cried,  "  What,  my  lord,  are  you  going  to  leave  us?" — ^**  Ayj  mf 
lord,''  replied  the  duke,  *^  fuch  giddy-headed  felloes  as  I  cilA' 
never  ftay  long  iii  a  place." 

*  Thefc-e  wa^  another  initanc^  of  rigorous  fevcrity  in  the 
condu6!  of  the  lords  at  the  fame  time,  and  on  the  {ame  account. 
One  Dr.  Cary  was  queftioned  at  the  bar  of  their  houfe,  concern- 
ing a  manufcript  treatife  on  the  illegality  of  the  prorogation, 
Which  he  had  carried  to  the  prefk;  and  becauie,  itgreedble  to  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  which  requSre  no  man  to  accufe  himfelf, 
he  declined  anfwering  certain  queftions  which  were  put  to  hit% 
he  was  fined  a  thoufand  pounds,  and  kept  clofe  priConei*  in  the  ^ 
Tow fr^  till  it  was  paid. 

G  g  2  J^l 
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bis  kingdom ;  that  he  would  not,  for  any  confide- 
lation,  break  credit  with  them,  or  employ  their 
ttioney  to  other  purpofes  than  thofe  for  which  they 
intended  it ;  but  that  he  would  not  hazard  either 
his  own  fafety,  or  theirs,  till  he.  was  in  a  better 
condition  to  deferfd  his  fubjedts,  and  ofiend  his 
encttrics."  Vague  promifes  and  the  defire  of 
motley  before-hand  could  not  allay  juft  fufpicions. 
The  commons,  therefore,  refolved  to  prefcnt  an 
addrefs  to  the  king«  in  which  they  declared  it  con- 
trary to  eftabliAied  ufage  to  grant  fupplies  for  the 
ihaintenance  of  wars  and  alliances,  before  tfaej 
Were  (ignifred  in  parliament :  they  alfo  humbly  be- 
fought  his  majefty  to  enter  into  a  league  -offenfivc 
and  defenfive  with  the  States  General,  agaioll  the 
gfowth  and  power  of  the  French  king,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  Spanifti  Netherlands  ;  and  to 
ftiake  fuch  other  alliances  with  fuch  other  of  the 
confederates  as  his  majefty  (hould  think  fit  and 
ufeful  to  that  end :  they  ftated  fcveral  reafons  to  j 
convince  him  of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  war 
with  France  at  the  prefcnt  crifi:> ;  and  renewed  all  j 
their  former  promifes  of  fuch  fpeedy  (upplies  ai 
might  fully  anfwer  the  occafion. 

The  terms  of  this  addrefs  were  as  moderate  and 
refpeAful  as  if  his  majefty  had  always  puriued  th4 
wifeft  meafures :  there  were  no  allufions  to  an| 
former  mifcondudt  in  the  adminiftration :  tfa^ 
prayer,  which  it  contained,  was  authorized  by  ij 

varictj 
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variety  of ,  precedents,  in  which  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  people  advifed  fuch  wars  and  alliances  as  were 
thought  neceflatjr  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  the 
kingdom :  it  rcquireAto  other  reply  than  a  candid 
avowal  of  the  king's  (entiments.  Yet  his  nu^fty 
afiedted  to  reprefent  it  as  a  dangerous  encroach*^ 
ment  on  his  prerogative.  He  made  a  fevere  (peech 
on  the  fubjed  to  the  commons  at  Whitehall ;  wd 
ordered  them  to  be  immediately  adjourned  *.  The 
Gazette  of  the  next  day  contained  his  reproving  ^ 
ipqech,  being  the  firft  which  had  ever  appeared  14 
That  paper.  Thus,  fays  Marvel,  were  the  com* 
mons  well  rewarded  for  their  itch  of  perpetual  fitr 
ting  and  of  adting,  the  parliament  being  grown  to 
that  height  of  contempt  as  to  be  gazetted  among 
run-away  fervants,  lap-dogs,  ftrayed  horfes,  an4 
highway  robber;?, 

*  It  had  always  been  the  cuftom  of  parHameiit  to  adjourn 
tfaemielves,  un]e&  the  adjournments  had  been  made  under  the 
ipecial  commiflion  of  the  grez(t  feal ;  and  this  priTilege  v^as  now 
granted  to  the  lords.  But  fome  members  of  the  lower  houfe^  oa 
their  return  from  Whitei^ll,  rifing  up^  poffi{>Iy  to  exprds  a  lenie 
of  the  rough  treatment  they  had  vf\ct  ivith,  Mr.  Ednf  ard  Sej- 
mour^  who  officiated  as  fpeal^er  for  fir  Job  Charlton  then  jndif- 
pofed,  took  upon  himlelf  the  bufineis  of  didtatory  by  infifling 
vehemently,  that,  after  the  king  had  required  the  houfe  to  ad- 
journ, there  was  no  more  liberty  of  fpeech.  This  was  conteftedt 
and  thofe  who  flood  up  demanded  flill  to  be  heard,  when  the  • 
fpe.iker  had  the. confidence,  without  putting  the  quefljo%  to 
pronounce  the  houfe  adjourned;  and  therewithal  flepped  down 
in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  leaving  the  members  aitoniihed  at  t6 
flagrant  a  violation  of  their  inherent  privilege.  ' 

Gg3  The 
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The  additional  fum  of  money  fcnt  frota  ijcwis 
to  Chad^s  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1677,  to 
enable  the  latter  to  foften  the  oppo&ion  to  his 
tnea^res  by  the  influence  ^f  bribery,  fufictently 
accounts  for  the  condud  of  the  parliament,  befixv 
the  alarms  from  abroa4  had  given  the  pc^iobr 
party  too  great  an  authority  with  the  houie,  and 
top  great  a  credit  with  the  nation  to  be  rcfiftcd, 
fn  confequence  of  the  late  conteft  with  the  com- 
Mons,  the  French  embaflador  had  orders  to  rife  in 
his  offers  to  keep  Charles  firni ;  and  a  third  bar, 
gain  was  ftruck,  in  which  it  was  ftipukced,  cm  the 
ope  fide,  that  by  the  exertion  of  the  power  of  ad- 
journing, proroguing,  and  difiblving^  tiie  pariia^ 
ment  fliould  be  no  interruption  to  the  progrefe  of 
the  French  arms,  and  that  Charles  fliopid  pofi- 
lively  declare  to  his  allies,  that  no  confideration 
whatfoever  ihould  be  capable  of  engagiag  him 
in  the  warj  011  the  other,  that  Lewis  Oiould 
gratify  the  king  with  a  yearly  peniion  of  two 
millions  of  livres.  Monts^e,  the  EogUfli  em* 
baiTador  at  Paris,  having  at  the  fame  time  made 
a  better  bargain,  by  obtaining  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  as  the  annual  price  of  his 
mailer's  proftitution,  Charles  was  not  afliamed  to 
fetrad  the  agreement  made  with  his  own  immediate 
confent,  on  the  pretence  of  his  great  wants,  and 
of  his  not  rightly  comprehending  the  difference  be- 
tween French  and  EngliQi  money. 

The 
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The  king  of  EngUnd's  mnxmcfs  in  this  reQpeft 
was  AOC  the  only  part  of  hxs  condu6t,  which  the 
French  court  had  foon  reafon  to  be  dxflktisfied 
with.  The  prince  of  Orange,  who  had  been  much 
di£ippointed  by  the  untoward  events  pf  the  war,  , 
b^an-to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  a  marriage  with 
the  dy]ae  c^  York's  eideft  daughter,  the  princefs 
Mary.  The  firft  intimation  of  his  intended  viik 
(o  Engfauid  was  difcouniged  by  the  king,  who  ci-« 
villy  ciapTctkd  his  wilhes  to  Mr.  Bentinck,  the 
prince's  ^nt,  that  his  higbne(s  would  firft  think 
of  making  peace,  and  defer  his  journey  till  jrt  was 
conclude^.  But  it  was  fortunate  for  the  prince^ 
upon  this  ooGfli£oii,  that  he  had  a  powerful  advo* 
cate  at  court  in  the  ^arl  of  Danby,  who  cultivated 
his  firiendfhip  and  patronage  with  the  mod  iedu* 
Lous  attention^  in  the  doubly  view  of  |^ing  the 
prince's  party  m  England^  Vid  of  Ibrming  a  ba- 
lance to  the  French  intereft  in  di^  cabinet  council; 
ivhich  was  4X)ntinually  puHaing  hisn  oi^  the  jjicceffity 
of  loiing  his  place,^  or  Hiking  his  head.  By  thip 
importunate  folicitations  of  this  ijiinifter,  the  point 
was  at  length  carried  :  the  prince  arrived  the  nji^th 
of  Odtc^er^  and  by  liis  own  ponfumcns^  policy^ 
and  the  joint'eacertions  of  the  earl  of  Danby  and  fir 
William  Temj^^  the  king  was  bropght  t^  a@:ee 
to  the  patch,  an4  to  propofe  it  in  fuch  a  maftneir 
CO  the  duke  th^  he  could  not  ts^  xefu^,  - 

G  g  4  A  few 
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A  few  days  before  the  marriage  was  cclcbnitcd» 
Charles  took  fome  pains  to  convince  the  French 
embaffador,  that  this  match  would  diffipate  the 
fufpicions  of  his  fubjefts,  and  enable  him  to  pre- 
ferve,  widi  lefs  diflurbance,  his  alliance  with 
France,  adding,  that  all  his  difficulties  had  arifcn 
from  the  duke-s  premature  declaration  of  his  reli- 
gion. After  the  wedding,  letters  of  ceremony 
were  difpatched  to  the  French  court  from  the  duke 
and  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  one  from  the  king, 
in  which  he  affured  Lewis,  that  he  had  made  the 
match  in  order  to  engage  the  prince  to  be  more 
tradable  in  the  treaty,  which  was  now  negociating 
^-.'at  Nimegueri.  The  promife  was  alfo  renewed  of 
not  recalling  the  troops ;  and  to  qualify,  as  much 
as  poffible,  the  taking  fuch  an  important  ftep  with- 
out the  exprefs  leave  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty, 
a  proclamation  was  inferred  in  the  Gazette  for  ad- 
journing the  parliament  to  April,  1678;  as  the 
king  had  eng£^ed  to  do  in  his  late  bargain  with 
France. 

After  the  matrimonial  alliance  with  the  prince  of 
Orange,  Charles's  councils  were  for  fome  time  in  a 
flate  of  almoft  continual  fludtuation,  as  they  were 
fucceflively  influenced  by  duplicity,  intrigue,  ava- 
rice, and  refentment.  At  firft  he  feemed  rcadv  for 
a  war  with  France,  in  order  to  obtain  large  iupplies 
from  parliament,  and  flattered  the  States  with  the 

hope 


SECRET    HISTORY.  yj 

hope  of  effeftual  afliftance,  while  he  was  fccredy 
bargaining  for  the  fale  or  facrifice  of  their  interefts 
CO  Lewis.  Then  irritated  by  the  precarioufnefs  or 
refufal  of  his  pecuniary  demands  from  his  grand 
pay-mafter,  he  made  in  the  Ihort  fits  of  frctfulnefs 
and  difappointment  fome  preparations  for  adtual 
hoftilities.  But  all  this  waverings  and  difgraceful 
conduft  ended  in  giving  the  artful  French  mo- 
narch an  opportunity  of  almoft  prefcribing  his 
terms  to  the  allied  powers,  and  in  rendering  the 
king  of  England  as  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe,  as  he  was  in  the  opinion  of  the  moft  dif- 
cerning  of  his  own  fubjefts. 

One  of  the  French  king's  principal  motives  for 
receiving  fome  of  Charles's  propofals  with  cool- 
nefs,  and  for  not  being  fo  forward  to  feed  his  ava- 
rice, arofe  from  the  extraordinary  circumftance  of 
his  haying  gained  fo  confiderable  a  party  in  the 
£ngli(h  parliament  as  almoft  enabled  him  to  fet  the 
king  at  defiance.  The  mifguided  and  more  than 
fufpicious  conduft  of  Charles  had  raifed  fuch  in- 
curable jealoufies  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  even 
loved  monarchy,  yet  abhorred  an  abfolute  govern- 
ment, that  a  kind  of  mutual  intereft,  ariiing  from 
fimilar  views,  fubfffted  at  this  time  between  the 
patriots  and  the  court  of  France.  The  former 
dreaded  the  ftrength  and  the  popularity,  which  a 
ftrid  union  with  the  prince  of  Orange  would  give 
the  king  ^  and  that  the  army,  which  his  majefty 

might 
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itti^  obcain»  on  the  prttmtt  of  a  {lopular  «w, 
woakl  be  ttfi^yed  for  due  ruki  of  ihf  ir  libeitics : 
they  aifo  hoped,  that  a  parlia»eftC  iefs  txaiacd  ia 
the  corrupti€>ns  of  the  court  might  be  more  (afely 
trufted  s  and  regarding  the  <earl  of  Danl^  $s  a  very 
dtng^rcais  minifter,  they  lumed  at  di^>laciiig  him 
from  an  office,  in  which  it  b  always  in  the  power 
<yf  a  daring  and  difhooeft  maa  to  be  mifchievous. 
Lewis,  on  his  part,  was  not  le&  Mierefted  in  pio* 
moting  every  one  oTthe  fame  otyeds*  He  had  die 
itroageft  reafons  for  wi&ing  to  prevent  a  Arid 
«nian  between  the  couit  of  England,  and  the  prince 
of  Orange;  to  have  a  paiitamcRt  diflblVedt  whidi 
had  repeatedly  addrefled  the  king  for  a  war  with 
JFrance;  and  to  overturn  a  minifler  ^ofe  jnfloence 
had  produced  the  prince  of  Orange's  ixiatch^  afid 
who,  on  the  piincipfes  of  felf<^prefeFvation»  muft 
be  oomtinuajly  ui^g  the  king  to  break  off  all  hi« 
Fiendi  C9nneftk)ns« 

in  confequence  of  fome  advances  made  to  6a- 
■rillooy  the  French  embafiador,  by  the  patriotic 
party »  he  wrote  to  his  mafter  that  he  thought  it  act 
vifeable  to  enter  iato  meafurea  with  them*  as  their 
political  view^  fo  exa6Uy  coincided  with  thofe  of 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty*  Qa«thts.hint»  Rou* 
rigny,  the  Ton  of  tfaefdemer  embafiEador,  and  who 
was  a  near  xehition  to  lord  Ruflel,  oneof  thfe  leaders 
of  the  oppofition,  was  £ent  over  widi  a  very  laig^ 
fum  of  money,  to  be  given  as  douceurs  to  thofe, 

whofc 


B£C1l£T   HISTORY.  79 

whofe  conduA  -was  not  folely  dire^bed  by  c<m- 
fcience,  or  prmciple.  Can  any  ditng  give  us  a 
longer  idea  of  the  apprehenfioms  entertained  of 
Charleses  defigns  againft  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  his  people,  than  to  fee  the  greateft  and 
bell  men  forced  to  employ  even  his  own  inftra* 
ments  of  corruption  to  defeat  his  wicked  pur- 
pofes  ?  The  conftitution  muft  have  been  undoiibt^ 
edly  in  the  moft  imminent  danger,  when  fadi  ex- 
alted patriots  as  Sidney,  Ruflel,  HoUis,  and  Hamp- 
den could  folicit  the  fupport  of  the  venal  and  un-  • 
principled,  and  even  form  a  conneftion  with  the 
French  court,  in  order  to  divert  thofe  fupplies, 
which  had,  in  fome  nieafure,  rendered  the  king 
independent  of  his  parliament,  and  to  prevent  the 
united  force  of  the  two  kings  from  fubverting  the 
religion  and  liberties  of  England. 

After  the  peace,  the  troops  which  had  been  fent 
abroad,  were  brought  back  to  England ;  and  were 
kept  up  under  the  pretence  that  there  was  not 
tnoney  to  pay  them  off,  though  confiderable  fums 
had  been  granted  for  that  purpofe.  It  was  believed 
that  lord  Danby,  who,  even  at  the  time  of  the 
moft  violent  and  fuccefsfol  oppofition,  had  often 
brought  his  party  very  near  a  majority,  would  order 
matters  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hould  infure  the  king*s 
bufinefs  in  the  next  feflions  of  parliament.  The 
country  party  gave  up  all  for  loft ;  and  many  of 

them 
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them  were  dcterrniriSd  to  forbear  their  attendance, 
rather  than  by  a  fruiilcfs  condudl  to  expofe  thcm- 
felves  to  the  fory  of  government ;  when  a  very 
unexpefted  accident  changed  the  face  of  afiairs^ 
and  united  the  whole  proteftant  intereft  againft  the 
defigns  of  the  court. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Secret  Hiftory"  we  have 
often  feen  how  informers  were  encouraged,  and 
the  alarm  of  confpiracies  kept  up>  in  order  to 
fecure  from  parliament  a  readier  acquiefcencc  ia 
various  fchemes  of  perfecution  and  tyranny.  The 
fame  wicked  arts  were  at  length  turned  againft  the 
original  inventors;  and  the  fabrication  of  a  plot, 
jn  which  all  the  papifts.  war?  fiiid  to  be  engaged 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  cftabliftied  reli^on  and 
)  government,  threw  the  whole  naticm  into  a  fer- 

ment, and  rendered  the  popular  party  for  fbmQ 
time  irrefiftible. 

During  this  agitation  of  men's  minds,  the  groff- 
eft  rmpoftures,  and  the  moft  abfurd  fiftions  were 
admitted  as  h&s ;  and  n\any  perfbns  fufiered  upon 
evidence  alike  queftionable  for  the  infamy  of  the 
witnefles,  and  the  contradiftions  in  their  tcfti- 
mony.  But  this  delufion  of  the  times,  though 
fatal  to  a  few  perhaps  innocent  individuals,  was 
undoubtedly  ferviceable  to  the  nation  at  large,  as 
it  checked  the  progrefs  of  thofe  mcafures,  in  which 

the 
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the  king  and  his  brother  were  fo  deeply  engagedi 
and  fiir  which  their  blood  alone,  and  that  of  theit 
criminal  agents  ought  to  have  been  (hed  by  the 
fword  of  public  juftice- 

When  the  tide  ran  fo  ftrongly  againft  the  pa- 
pifts,  the  popular  party  found  no  great  difficulty 
in  getting  a  bill  paffed  for  difabling  all  perfons  of 
that  perfuafion  from  fitting  in  either  houfe.  This 
bill  contained  a  teft  to  be  taken  by  every  member, 
in  which  tranfubftantiation  was  renounced,  and 
image-worlhip  was  declared  to  be  idolatrous.  TKc 
only  exception  admitted  into  the  bill  was  in  &vour 
of  the  duke  of  York,  who,  on  its  being  debated  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  told  them  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
that  he  was  now  to  caft  himfelf  on  their  kindnefs, 
in  the  greateft  concern  which  he  could  have  in  the 
world;  and  protefled,  that  whatever  his  religion 
might  be,  it  (hould  only  be  a  private  matter  be^ 
tween  God  and  his  own  foul,  and  never  (hould  . 
appear  in  his  public  condudt.  This  eondefcen- 
£on  had  its  efiedt ;  and  the  duke  carried  his  point 
by  three  voices. 

The  patriots  were  not  fo  fucceftful  in  an  attempt 
they  made  to  recover  a  privilege,  which  the  intoxi- 
cation of  royalty,  joined  to  the  influence  of  corrup- 
tion and  intrigue,  had  prompted  them  inconfi- 
derably  to  furrender,  foon  after  the  king's  recal 
from  exile.    They  now  paflfed  a  bill,  by  which  jt 

was 


Was  enaAed,  that  a  regular  militia  &ouId  be  kept 
in  arms  during  fix  weeks  of  the  year,  tod  a  third 
part  of  them  to  do  duty  every  fortnig^  of 
that  time.  But  Charles  peremptorily  refufed  hii 
aflent,  and  told  the  parliament,  that  he  W9uld  not, 
were  it  for  half  an  hour^  part  fo  far  widi  the  power 
of  the  fword ;  but  he  offered  to  pafs  any  other  bill 
fer  ordering  the  militia,  provided  it  was  left  in  his 
option  to  afiemble,  or  difmifs  ihem,  a&  he  thought 
proper.  The  commons  were  enn^ed  at  Ae  king's 
fufpicions;  and  in  order  to  fhew  that  no  danger  to 
the  liberties  of  the  conftitiition  could  be  equal  to 
the  power  of  the  fword  in  the  hands  of  the  crown, 
declined  accepting  a  militia-a£t  on  the  king's 
plan;  and,  notwithfbinding  one  of  the  witnefies  in 
the  popifli  plot  had  fworn  to  intended  invufions 
from  abroad,  the  houfe  voted,  that  all  the  new 
railed  levies  (hould  be  difbandedj  and  becauie  the 
'  money  granted  in  the  lafl  year  for  difbanding  the 
army  was  employed  for  keeping  it  Up,  in  their  pre- 
fent  bill  of  fupply  for  the  fame  purpose,  they  not 
only  appropriated  the  money  by  the  ftri&eft  cUuies, 
but  ordered  it  to  be  paid  into  the  chamber  of 
London.  The  lords  wer6  ftartled  at  a  claufe, 
which  threw  fo  fevere  a  refledion  on  the  king  smd 
his  miniflers;  and,  in  behalf  of  the  crown^  Ten- 
Turcd  to  interfere  in  what  the  commons  had  fo 
often  claimed  as  their  undifputed  privil^^,  the 
granting  of  money  in  their  own  way :  they  rai£:d 
doubts,  and  propofed  amendments,  which  were  aU 

rejcftedj 
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r^eftcd;  and  tbua  the  important  bufinefs  of  dif* 
hmding  the  anny  hung  iji  fufpenle* 

Anotkcf  difference  at  this  time  took  place  be* 
tweea  both  houics^  on  a  fubgeft^  which  led  to  the 
I^orqgaiLoa,  and  foon  after  to  the  diflbtution  of  a 
parliament  that  began,  too  hue,  to  repair  the  fiital 
effe&s  of  its  paft  folly  and  baienefs,  Montague^ 
the  n^ocsator  of  fome  of  the  fecret  treaties  with 
France,  was  lately  returned  from  Paris,  though  in 
oppofition  to  die  king's^  conunands ;  and  having 
fecuied  a  feat  in  parliament^  he  loft  no  time  in  ex« 
hibiting  charges  of  high  tieafon  againft  the  earl  of 
Danby,  founded  chiefly  on  the  inftrudions  fenc 
by  that  minifter  to  Monu^e,  rtfpefting  thoib 
criminal  bargains  *.    One  of  the  difpatches,  which 

waa 

*  This  cxtraonliaary  cooduft  wa5  owing  to  die  Mlowiag 
tirciunftances.  Montague  bad  expeAed  (q  obtain  the  office  of 
fecretaiy  of  ftate,  as  a  reward  for  hi&  fervices  at  the  court  of 
France ;  but  having  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  his  difappointment 
arofe  fitxa  the  iord  treafiirer's  jeaioufy  of  him,  he  meditated  th« 
£dl  of  that  minifter.  His  firft  attempt  was  to  bribe  an  aftro- 
loger,  in  whofe  predidlions  Charks  had  great  faith,  to  foretel  the 
1itng*f  min^  if  he  continued  the  treafurer  in  hie  office.  But  he 
did  not  keep  hk  own  fecretir  Lady  Caftlttaaine^  who,  upon 
Charles*^  peribrring  ^  French  fultana  to  the  firil  place  in  his 
feraglio,  had  retired  with  the  title  of  duchefs  of  Cteveland,  took 
spher  refideoce  in  France.  There  Montague  formed  a.  very 
indmate  connexion  with  her;  and  in  an  unguarded  moment 
dtfclofed  to  her  his  lUieme  toi^ring  about  Daab/s  difgrace,  and 
took  great  freedoms  with  the  charaAer  of  the  king  and  his  bre^ 

thcr. 
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Was  produced,  being  figried  by  Charles  Kimfelf^ 
afforded  equal  evidence  of  the  king's  guilty  and 
very  much  inflamed  the  indignation  of  the  com- 
mons. They  immediately  voted  art  impeachment 
of  the  minifleri  but  when  the  articles  were  carried 
up  to  the  bar  of  the  lords,  a  pofitive  refuial  was 
given  to  the  requeft  for  his  being  ordered  to  with- 
draw, and  for  his  being  committed.  Thb  ob- 
firudtion  of  public  juftice  was  defended  on  the  pre- 
tence that  his  charge  was  not  within  the  ftatute  of 
the  twenty- fifth  of  Edward  IIL  The  earl  made  a 
(peech,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  refute  (bme  of 
the  lefs  important  articles  j  but  with  refpedt  to  the 
weighty  charges  of  his  having  betrayed  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  nation,  he  urged  the  "tinconfUtutional 
plea  of  obedience  to  the  king's  commands.  His 
majefly,  who  was  prefent  on  this  occaiion,  and 
who  knew  that  any  farther  profecution  of  this  bu- 
finels  would  unmaik  his  own  in&my  to  the  Worid^ 
availed  himfelf  of  the  difpute  between  both  houfes 
on  the  point  of  privilege,  and  in  a  few  days  pro- 
rogued them   with  a   fpeech  that  gave  fufficient 

ther.  Finding  afterwards,  that  he  was  betrayed  by  the  duche^ 
and  that  he  could  expe£t  no  more  favours  from  the  court,  be 
refolved  to  impeach  the  minider;  and  knowing  how  agreeable 
his  downfal  would  be  to  the  court  of  France,  he  had  the  addreis 
to  bargain  with  the  French  embaflador  for  a  gratuity  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  crowns,  or  a  penQon  of  fifty  thouiand  litres 
a  year,  during  his  life,  provided  the  ruin  of  the  treafurer,  by  a 
parliamentary  profecution,  fhould  take  place  at  the  end  of  thres 
months. 

warning 
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i^farhing  of  their  political  death,  which  was  an- 
nounced about  three  weeks  after  by  proclamation. 

The  ms^nner  in  which  this  parliament  aflifted  the 
king ;  the  pretences  they  gave  him  to  break  the 
fblemn  pfoniifes  he  had  made  at  Breda,  in -the  per- 
fecution  of  the  non-conformifls ;  and  their  long 
continued  compliance  with  the  crown,  td  the  weak-  ^ 

cning,  if  not  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  free  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution,  have  rendered  them  pe- 
culiarly odious  to  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty ;  and  as  bribery  began  with  them,  and  was 
then  reduced  to  a  fyftem,  it  has  juftly  fecured  to 
them  the  opprobrious  name  of  the  Pension  Par- 

LIAMSMT. 

As  the^whole  nation  was  too  much  inflamed  with 
refentment  at  the  conduft  of  the  court,  to  afford 
any  profpeft  of  the  return  of  members  lefs  favour- 
able to  the  cauf?  of  liberty  than  thofe  which  com- 
pofed  the  laft  parliament,  it  was,  in  all  probability, 
intended,  on  the  diflblution  of  that  aflembly,  either 
to  govern  without  parliaments,  or  to  awe  thefe 
fubordinate  eftates  into  a  perfedt  fubmiffion  to  ihe 
king's  meafures,  through  the  terror  of  a  military 
force.  The  duke  of  York  propofed  to  Barillon 
that  the  -army  Ihould  be  kept  on  foot,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  refolutions  of  parliament  to  diflTolve 
it ;  and  that  to  f;  cilitate  this  end,  the  union  be- 
tween Lewis  and  his  brother  ihould  be  renewed.* 

VOL.  ji.  H  h  Charles 
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Charles  alfo  n^jde  overtures  to  the  fam^  purport  u 
terms  very  mean  and  fubipiffive.  He  afllired  the 
embaflador,  that  it  would  give  him  the  higheft 
ple^fure  to  owe  his  fafety  and  prefervation  entirely 
to  the  king  of  France;  and  that  he  would  not  rc- 
fofe  any  conditions,  which  his  moll  Cbridian  ma* 
jefly  fliould  impofe.  The  caution  of  Lewis  wa» 
again  propitious  to  the  libenies  of  England.  Ba- 
rillon  iniiiled  on  the  difbanding  of  the  ^my  as  a 
ncceflary  preliminary  to  the  obtaining  ^y  fupplies 
from  France  -,  and  Charles,  who  could  neither  fup- 
port,  nor  dilband  his  troops,  without  the  affiftance 
of  France,  or  of  his  people,  was  reduced  to  th» 
Qcceflity  of  fummoning  a  new  parliament. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  court  firft  intcrefted 
itfelf  in  a  very  open,  a  very  dangerous,  and  a  very 
unconftitutional  degree,  in  the  choice  of  the  na- 
tional reprcfentatives.  But  all  its  efforts  were  fruit- 
lefs.  The  members  returned  were  chiefly  of  the 
country  intereft;  and  it  was  found  ncceflary  to 
make  feme  condefcenfions  towards  gratifying  and 
appeafing  the  people,  before  the  meeting  of  this  for- 
midable aflembly.  Two  exprefs  motions  had  been 
made  in  the  laft  parliament  by  lord  Rufltl,  againft 
the  duke  of  York  :  the  cAe  was  for  an  addrefs  to 
bis  majefty,  that  his  royal  highnefs  might  be  re- 
rnoved  from  his  prefcnce  and  councils  j  and  the 
other,  that  the  opinion  the  papifts  have  of  the 
duke's  being  for  them,,  and  of  their  religion,  was 
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tht  caufe  of  the  plot.  The  duke,  fenfible  of  his 
own  unpopularity,  and  apprehenlive  of  the  confe- 
quences,  had  taken  occaiion  to  declare  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  that  fince  he  had  found  fome  parti- 
cular p^rfons  W^re  offended  at  his  appearing  in  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs,  and  at  his  meeting 
among  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  he  would,  for 
their  fatisfadlion,  hereafter  forbear.  The  duke's 
Q)eech  was  accompanied  with  a  declaration  from 
the  king,  circulated  by  the  earl  of  Danby,  That 
his  majefty  was  willing  that  fomething  fliould  be 
cna<5ked  to  leflen  the  power  of  a  popifh  fucceflbr  j 
but  that  he  would  never  fuffer  his  brother  to  be 
taken,  away  from  him,  or  the  right  line  of  fuccef- 
fion  to  be  interrupted.  This  offer,  which  did  not 
come  up  to  the  expeftations  of  the  houfe^  was  re- 
jected ;  and  the  king  was  perfuaded  by  the  earl  of 
Danby  to  oblige  his  brother  to  give  way  to  the 
ftorm,  and  to  quit  the  kingdom. 

The  duke  of  York  complied,  diough  with  the 
greater  reluftance  as  he  left  behind  him  a  dreaded 
competitor  for  the  crown  in  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, the  king*s  fon  by  Lucy  Walters.  The 
peculiar  marks  of  fondnefs,  with  which  this  fon 
was  diftinguifhed,  even  when  a  child,  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  Secret  History*;  nor  did 
his  majefty's  affedlion  for  him  leffen  as  he  grew  up. 

*  Seepage  451,  vol  i. 

H  h  2  He 
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He  was  raifed  t0  the  higheft  military  honours  in 
tht  ftate }  and  being  poflefled  of  all  thofe  fpeciou^ 
qualifications  and  external  endowments,  which 
captivate  the  multitude,  he  foon  became  a^ery 
'  gredt  favourite  with  the  people.     The  moft  plau- 

fible  reports  of  his  mother's  having  been  married 
to  the  king  w«re  fpread  abroad,  and  were  greedily 
received  by  a  great  part  of  the  nation.     The  earl 
'  of  Shaftefbury  and  feveral  members  of  both  houfes 

countenanced  his  pretenfions ;  and  the  king  him- 
felf,  from  motives  of  policy,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  fift  the  defigns  of  party,  to  di- 
,  flrad  their  councils,  and  multiply  the  objefts  of 
their  attention,  fome times  appeared  to  flatter  him 
in  thoie  ambitious  views,  which  in  the  end  proved 
fatal  to  his  life.  But  at  the  time  of  the  duke  of 
York's  being  obliged  to  withdraw,  Charles,  in 
order  to  quiet  his  brother's  fears  and  jealoufies, 
and  to  deftroy  the  hopes  formed  by  fome  of  Mon- 
mouth's partifans  of  encouragement  from  the  king, 
made  a  declaration  in  full  council  of  Mojimouth*s 
illegitimacy,  and  denied  all  promife  of  marriage 
with  his  mother. 

On  the  opening  of  the  new  parliament,  Charles 
took  care  to  inform  them  of  his  having  com- 
manded theabfcnce  of  his  brother;  a  fl:ep,  he  (aid, 
he  had  taken  to  difcern  whether' the  proteftant  re- 
ligion and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  were  as  truly 
intended  by  others  as  they  were  aimed  at  by  him- 

felf; 
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fclf ;  for  if  they  were,  the  parliament  would  cm- 
ploy  their  time  upon  the  ©rcat  concerns  of  the  na- 
tion, and  not  be  drawn  to  promote  private  animo- 
sities under  public  pretences.  He  boafted  alfo  of 
the  zeal  he  had  (hewn  in  difcovering  and  pu- 
jiilhing  all  perfons  concerned  in  the  popifti  plot, 
and  of  his  readinefs  to  join  in  making  fuch  farther 
laws  as  might  be  neceffary  to  fecure  the  kingdom 
9gainft  popery.  He  then  defired  their  afliftance  in 
the  neceflj^ry  fupplies,  to  di^nd  the  army,  to  pay 
oif  the  fleet,  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  in  the 
poll  bill,  and  to  difcharge  the  anticipa^tions  on  the 
revenue. 

His  majefly's  rhetoric  had  no  longer  any  perfua* 
five  power.  The  new  parliament  feemed  deter- 
mined to  take  up  the  principal  matters  which  were 
left  depending  by  their  predeceffors ;  and,  on  the 
bufinefs  of  fupplies,  they  only  prepared  a  bill  for 
an  aid  fufficient  to  enable  the  king  to  di(band  the 
jirmy,  and  were  careful  to  appropriate  their  grant 
to  that  purpofe  by  the  ftriftefl:  claufes.  Even 
whilft  this  matter  was  before  the  houfe,  the  com-? 
mofis  paffed  a  vote,  that  all  the  forces  then  on  foot 
were  kept  up  contrary  to  law ;  and  when  it  was 
objedted  that  the  king's  guards,  and  the  garrifons 
of  Portfmouth  and  other  places  would  be  included, 
it  was  anfwered,  **  that  kings  governing  according 
to  law  had  no  need  of  atfiodia  corporis ;  and  that 
it  W4S  better  to  have   no   garrifons  at  all,  than 

H  h  3  fuclj 
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.fuch  as  were  commanded  by  Legg,  Holmes,  and 
their  peers."  . 

Sir  William  Temple,  who,  on  the  ufiwoidable 
removal  of  the  earl  of  Danby,  had  been  compli' 
mented  with  the  (hew  of  royal  favour,  propoTed 
the  plan  of  fome  changes  in  adminiftration,  as  ne- 
ceflary  to  regain  the  confidence  of  parliament.     Ik 
compliance  with  this  advice,  the  kiiig  admitted  the 
^leaders  of  oppofition.into  his  council,  but  toolL 
care,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were  fo  equally 
balanced  by  perfons  diyvoted  to  the  prerogative, 
that  his  own  weight  on  either  fide  fhould  turn  At 
fcale  as  he  pleafed.     Such  a  fhallow  deception  was 
not  likely  to  remove  the  jealoufies,  or  to  difpel  the 
.gloomy  apprehenfions  entertained  of  a  popifli  iuc* 
ceffor.     The  commons  foon  diftinguiihed  them* 
felves  by  a  bill  for  the  exclufion  of  the  duke  qf 
York  from  inheriting  the  crown  j  by  an  additfs 
againft  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  whofc  govern* 
ment  of  Scotland  was  marked  with  all  the  horrors 
of  oppreflion  and  blood  ;  by  infifting  on  the  ille- 
gality and  nullity  of  the  king's  pardon,  granted  to 
Ihield  the  earl  of  Danby  from  impeachment ;  by 
refuming  and  perfeding  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bill  5 
by  laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in   their  own  members;  and  by  fevcral 
other  public-fpirited  meafures,  in  fome  of  which 
they  were  defeated  by  the  oppofitidn  of  the  lords, 
and  in  others  by  the  king's  proroguing  them,  fo 

that 
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that  the  Habtos  Corpus  Aft,  and  the  commitment 
of  Danby  were  the  chief  points  which  they  were 
able  to  accomplifh. 

At  this  time  Charles,  rendered  almoft  defperate 
by  the  inflexible  firmnefs  of  the  commons,  and  by 
the  poverty  of  the  exchequer,  renewed  his  ad- 
vances to  Lewis,  and  eveft  went  (6  far  as  to  offer 
to  put  England  for  ever  rwder  the-  dependetue  of 
France.  Barillon,  the  French  embafiador,  who 
had  as  great  a  fufpicion  of  Charles's  integrity  as  any 
of  his  fubje&s,  and  who,  as  before  hinted,  was 
engaged  in  intrigue*  with  the  popular  party,  al- 
ways adrifed  his  ttiafter  not  to  truft  to  the  king's 
pi^omifes*  or  advance  any  fum  of  money  till  the 
army  was  diflbanded.  At  length,  however,  the 
court  of  France  began  to  fear,  that  from  the  obfti- 
Jiacy  of  the  parliament,  and  the  indigence  of  the 
king,  the  duke  of  York  would  be  excluded  from 
the  fucceflion,  and  the  crown  devolve  either  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  who  was  a  profefled  enemy  to 
France,  or  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  who  would 
be  led  by  his  popular  engagements  to  aft  in  oppo- 
sition to  its  interefts.  A  new  bargain  was  therefore 
fet  on  foot  to  the  following  purport ;  that  the  duke 
of  York  was  to  be  recalled ;  that  the  king  was  not 
to  aflemble  a  parliament  for  the  fpace  of  three 
years  ;  that  neither  party  (hould  enter  into  treaties 
pr'ejudicial  to  each  other ;  that  Lewis  (hould  not 
H  h  4  attaclt 
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attack  Flanders;  and  that  Charies  fhould  (uyc  a 
penfion, 

While  attempts  were  making  to  adjuft  the  terms 
of  this  compadt,  the  king  was  tak^n  ill,  upon 
which  the  duke  of  York  was  fent  for  with  great 
fecrecy  and  difpatch.  Finding  upon  his  arrival 
,  the  king  recovered,  he  did  not  piake  any.  long  ftay 
at  Windfor,  and  in  about  three  weeks  returned  to 
Bruffels,  as  if  to  continue  there.  But  the  profpcA 
of  a  treaty  with.  France  had  prompted  the  king  to 
adopt  new  counfek  more  favourable  to  the  dvike'^ 
wiflies.  He  firft  gratified  him  by  fending  away 
his  favourite  fon  in  difgrace  to  the  continent ;  and 
he  foon  yielded  to  his  perfuafions  in  other  matters 
of  ftill  greater  importance.  Charles  had  fome  time 
before  diflblved  the  parliament,  wHo  had. given  him 
fo  much  offence  in  their  firft  and  only  feffions.  He 
had  alfo  called  another  -,  bufas,  from  the  nature  of 
the  returns,  he  did  not  think  it  of  a  very  duAile 
complexion,  two  days  before  its  meeting,  he  de- 
clared in  council  his  refolution  to  prorogue  it  for  a 
twelvemonth,  ind  would  not  hear  any  advice  to 
the  contrary. 

It  foon  appeared  what  were  the  king's  motives 
for  difgufting  his  new  parliament  by  fo  long  a  pro* 
rogation,  before  the  temper  of  this  aflembly  could 
be  pofitively  known.  The  public  were  informed 
by  the  Gazette,  that  the  duke  of  York  had  alked 

leave 
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leave  p  refide  in  his  majefty's  dominions,  rather 
than  in  thofe  of  any  other  prince :  and  his  royaji 
highnefs,  attended  by  his  family,  foon  after  made 
his  fccond  appearance  at  Whitehall,  in  his  way  to 
Edinburgh,  All  the  popular  members  of  die 
council  reiigned.  A  few  others,  who  had  (hewn 
themfelves  very  willing  tools,  finding  that  they  were 
only  the  dupes  of  more  truiled  confidants,  thought 
proper  to  retire;  and  the  chief  management  of  . 
public  affairs  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  earl  of . 
Sunderland,  an  ambitious  and  intriguing  man; 
Mr.  Lawrence  Hyde,  the  younger  fon  of  the  late 
carl  of  Clarendon**,  who  far  firom  relenting  the 
king's  ungrateful  treatment  of  his  father,  had  rifen 
into  favour  by  the  mod  afliduous  fervility;  and 
Mr.  Sidney  Godolphin,  who  was  bred  a  page  of 
honour,  and  who,  according  to  lord  chief  juilice 
Nordi,  had  abilities  fo  well  fuited  to  flouri(h  in  a 
court-foil,  that  his  preferment  was  in  a  manner 
certain,  from  the  moment  he  got  within  its  circle. 

The  conclufion  of  the  French  treaty,  on  which 
the  king  depended  for  fupplies,  after  having  in 
fome  meafure  difcarded  the  afllftance,  as  well  as 
the  advice  of  his  parliament,  had  been  fome  time 
fufpcnded  by  an  uncertainty  of  the  French  king*s 

♦  The  carl  died  at  Rouen,  on  the  ninth  of  December,  1674, 
after  aa  exile  of  little  naore  than  feven  years. 

councils ; 
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councils ;  and  the  bargain  was  at  ki^tfa  broken 
ofT,  on  the  farther  encroachments  of  this  monarch, 
Ivho  treating  the  king  of  England  as  a  vaiiai,  n^ 
ther  than  an  equal,  would  Hkve  tied  him  up  from 
making  any  alliances  prejudicial-  to  the  interefts  ci 
France,  at  the  fame  time  that  herefufed  to  be 
bound  by  fimilar  obligations.  Charles  would  pro- 
bably have  fubmitted  to  the  terms  prcfcribcd,  had 
not  Sunderland,  who  began  to  entertain  terriUeap- 
prehenfions  on  the  confequences  which  he  migfac 
incur  from  being  made  a  party  in  the  treaty,  and 
Hyde,  to  whom  the  fccret  was  alfo  communicated, 
ftrongly  repuefenced  the  dangers,  which  a  minifter 
muft  run,  who  fubmitted  to  fuch  an  inequality, 
and,  by  refufing  their  concurrence,  put  a  {)eriod 
to  the  negociation.  * 

It  is  aflerted  by  fome  writers,  that  the  popular 
y  party  had  got  intelligence  of  the  treaty  on  foot  be- 
tween both  courts ;  and  that  the  dt^ke  of  Bucking*- 
ham  had  the  merit  of  difappointing  the  king  of  any 
fuppfies  from  France,  by  repairing  to  Parii,  and 
reprefentrng  to  the  Freneh  minifters,  that  they 
would  throw  their  money  away  in  giving  it  to 
Charles,  who  was  not  in  a  fituatioh  to  do  them  good 
or  harm.  However  this  may  be,  the  interruption 
of  the  bargain  produced  a  temporary  change  in  the 
king's  ever  fludluating  meafures.  The  meeting  of 
a  parliament  was  now  become  neccflary;  and 
Charles  and  his  minifters,  in  order  to  acquire  fbmc 

degree 
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^degree  of  popularity,  formed  an  alliance  with 
Spain;  offered  a  renewal  of  the  alliances  with 
"Holland  ;  and  obliged  the  duke  of  York,  who  had 
been  recalled  from  Scodand,  to  return  thither 
again.    ' 

When  a  prince  has  repeatedly  and  groflly  abufed 
the  confidence  of  a  generous  people,  it  is  almoft 
beyond  the  power  of  any  diflimulation,  or  artifice 
^o  regain  it.  Charles  had  ample  reafon  to  be  con- 
vinced of  this  truth  in  the  defeat  of  all  his  efforts 
to  cajole  the  new  parliament.  In  vain  did  he  en* 
deavour  to  give  a  popular  turn  to  the  long  difcon^ 
tinuance  of  the  national  councils,  by  faying  that 
he  had  made  a  good  ufe  of  the  time  in  taking  mea- 
fures  with  Spain  and  Portugal  for  mutual  fuccour 
and  defence :  in  vain  did  he  urge  the  profecutioa  ^ 
of  the  popifh  plot,  and  foon  after  acquiefce  in  the 
addition  of  lord  Stafford  to  many  former  viftims, 
?is  if  with  a  view  of  furfeiting  the  appetite  of  the 
popular  party  by  frequent  executions :  in  vain  did 
he  renew  the  aflurances  of  his  zeal  for  the  prote* 
ftant  religion,  and  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  in 
whatever  might  tend  to  give  it  fecurity :  in  vain 
did  he  accompany  the  demand  of  fupplies  with  a 
declaration,  that  he  valued  a  perfedt  union  at  home 
beyond  all  the  treafure  in  the  world  :  the  commons 
were  not  to  be  amufed  by  any  profelfions,  nor  fa- 
tisfied  with  any  facrifice  fliort  of  the  duke  of 
York's  exclufion  from  all  right  to  the  crown.   The 

oppofition 
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oppofition  they  met  wi4&  on  this  point  from  the 
king  and  the  lords  ii\ci^afed  their  fears  and  pigu* 
dices.  They  came  to  fome  very  violent  refolu* 
tions*,  which  made  the  king  immediately  pro- 
rogue, and  in  eight  days  after  diflblve  them  ^  i 

♦  They  declared  it  to  ^>c  the  opinion  of  the  houfc,  that  there 
could  be  no  fecurity  or  fafety  for  the  proteftant  religion,  the 
king*8  life,  or  the  government  of  the  nation,  without  paffifig  a 
t>ill  for  difinheriting  the  duke  of  York;  and  that  aU  perfbqs 
who  had  advifed  his  maj^  againft  the  bill  were  enemies  to  the 
king  and  kingdom.  They  peremptorily  rcfuied  to  grant  any 
fupply  till  fuch  a  bill  fliould  be  paflcd;  and  in  order  to  prcvou 
the  large  anticipations  which  had  been  often  made  on  the  re- 
venue, and  to  ihut  out,  if  poflU>lex  all  expedients  tending  t» 
render  the  king  independent  of  parliament,  ttiey  reCplved,  that 
whoever  fhould  hereafter  lend,  or  caufe  to  be  lent,  by  way  c^ 
advance,  any  money  upon  any  branches  of  the  revenue,  fliouM 
be  adjudged  a  hinderer  of  the  fitting  of  parliaments,  and  be  rr- 
fponfible  for  the  fame  in  parliament.  Upon  hearing  that  the 
king  was  privately  gone  to  the  hoi^e  of  lords  to  pr9ra|ue  them, 
they  voted  that  the  advifer  of  fuch  a  meafure  waa  afljpli  ijiu  of 
the  king,  of  the  proteflant  religion,  and  of  the  king^m  of  Eng- 
land, a  promoter  of  the  French  intereft,  and  a  penfioner  to 
France.  They  employed  the  few  remaining  moments  of  their 
authority  in  paiiing  fome  other  refolutions  with  more  heat  than 
difcretion,  or  effect. 

'  ^*  Charles,  fearing  the  indignation  of  the  commons,  (neakid 
with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  on  the  tenth  oi 
Januai*y  1681,  and  prorogued  them  in  the  midft  of  their  refolu- 
tions. .  He  alfo  eluded  at  the  fame  time  an  aA  for  the  relief  of 
proteflant  diflTenters,  by  a  juggle  highly  worthy  of  (b  cowardly, 
but  fhamelefs  a  tyrant.  Not  daring  openly  to  rejeft  it,  he  pri- 
vately ordered  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  withdraw  it,  fo  that, 
after  having  paffed  both  houies,  it  was  not  prefented  for  die 
royal  allem. 

and 
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and  as,  before  this  laft  ftep  was  taken,  the  lord 
jxuyor,  and  common  council  of  London  had  pre* 
fented  an  humble  addrefs,  that  his  majefty  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fufier  his  parliament  to  (it 
at  the  time^to  which*  it  was  prorogued,  he  not  only 
told  them,  "  that  the  fitting  of ^  parliaments  was 
none  of  their  bufinefs,**  -but  farther  to  exprefs  his 
l^feotment  againft  the  city,  he  ordered,  in  his 
writs,  the  next  parliament  to  meet  at  Oxford. 

Sixteen  peers,  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  at 
their  head,  petitioned  the  king  againft  an  innova- 
tion calculated  to  increafe  the  terrors  of  the  public, 
and  to  inflame  the  paffions  of  the  people.  They 
intimated  that  the  friends  of  religion  and  liberty 
were  not  fafe  to  aflemble  in  a  place  fo  remote  from 
the  great  feat  of  the  proteftant  intereft,  and  where 
they  might  be  maflacred  even  by  the  popifli  foldiers 
in  the  king's  guards.  Charles's  defigns  were  too 
deeply  laid  to  pay  any  regard  to  the  petition  and 
advice  of  thofe  peers ;  and  the  real  or  t^e  pretended 
apprehenfions  of  the  popular  leaders  became  fo  pre- 
valent, that  they  attended  the  king's  fummons.at 
Oxford,  accompanied  by  their  fervants  in  arms, 
and  numerous  bands  of  their  partifans.  The  four 
city  members  in  particular  were  followed  by  great 
multitudes  wearing  ribbons,  in  which  were  dif- 
played  the  words,  "  No  popery,  no  flavery." 
The  king  bad  the  hirelings  of  the  court  and  his 
own  guards  regularly  muftered  >  and  thus  the  af- 

fembly 


fembly  it  Oxford  carried  tbc  appearance  of  a  tcu 
mulcuous  Polifli  diet,  radier  than  of  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Eliglifli  legiflature. 

Inftead  of  thofe  gracious  exprcffions  which   had 
formerly  wheedled  the  commons  out  of  large  (urns 
of  money  9  and  what  was  ftill  worfe,  out  of  their 
own  power  and  importance,  the  king,  aflliming  ao 
authoritative  air,  told  the  parliament  on  their  meet* 
ing  at  Oxford  *,  that  the  unwarrantable  proceed- 
ings of  the  laft  houfe  of  commons  was  the  reafbn 
of  his  parting  with  them ;  for  that  he,  who  would 
never  ufe  arbitrary  power  himjelf,  would  never  lufier 
it  in  others.     This  was  intended  as  a  menace  of 
what  the  prefent  houfe  might  exped,  if  they  per- 
fifted  in  their  oppofition  to  the  court.     He  then 
made  a  merit  of  his  having  called  another  padia* 
ment  fo  foon,  to  let  them  fee,  as  he  pretended^  that 
no  pad  irregularities  fliould  make  him  out  of  love 
with  them,  and  to  give  one  evidence  more  that  be 
'  had  not  neglected  his  part,  but  had  given  them  an- 
other  opportunity  of  providing  for  the  public  fc- 
curity.     He  omitted,  he  faid,  to  prefs  them  on  the 
farther  profecution  of  the  popifti  plot,  as  being 
obvious  to  confideration,  and   necelTary  for  the 
public  fafety  ^  but  as  to  what  he  had  often  declared 
on  preferving  the  right  of  fucceffion  inviolate,  ha 


♦  This  laft  parliament  in  Charles's  reign  met  on  the  21ft  of 
March  168 1,  and  was  dilTolved  in  a  week  after. 

fllOuId 
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Ijiould  not  depart  from  it :  yet  in  order  to  reitaoipe 
all  reafonable  fears  of  what  might  arife  from  a  po« 
piih  fucceflbr,  if  means  could  be  found  that  in 
iuch  a  cafe  the  adminiftration  (hould  remain  in 
protelbuit  hands ;  he  declared  he  (hould  be  ready 
to  hearken  to  any  fuch  expedient,  by  which  reli- 
^on  might  be  fecured^  and  monarchy  not  de* 
ftroyed. 

This  laft  propofal  was  founded  in  a  deep  and 
fubtle  plan  of  the  mod  wicked  policy :  it  was  de* 
figned  to  put  a  falfe  glofs  on  the  king's  meafures  ; 
to  throw  all  the  odium  of  public  difcord  on  the 
ieeming  unreafonablenefs  of  the  commons  ;  to  de«f 
ftroy  that  combination  of  interefls  between  tho 
member^  of  the  eilabli(hed  church  and  the  diflen^ 
ters,  which  the  terror?  of  popqry  had  at  firft  occa- 
iionqd  a  and  to  miflead  and  corrupt  the  judgment3 
of  tJ^Q  people  at  large  on  the  conduft  of  their  re- 
prefentative§ 

William  Williams,  the  fpcaker  of  the  laft  houfe 
of  commons,  and  the  only  one  in  Charles's  reign, 
who  maintained  the  authority  of  the  houfe  with 
zeal  and  vigour,  was  again  chofen  into  that 
high  office ;  and  to  fliew  that  his  matters  were  ra- 
ther roufed  than  awed  by  the  lofty  tone  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fpeech,  he  declared  before  the  throne,  that 
th^  commons  had  ele<5ted  him  to  be  their  fpeaker, 

to 
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td  Manifeft  to  their  fovereign  and  die  world,  tbat 
they  were  not  inclinable  to  changes^ 

The  firft  fteps  taken  by  the  commons  were  to 
Appoint  a  committee  to  infp^ftthe  former  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  the  impeachment  of  the  carl  of 
Danby ;  to  demand  a  conference  with  the  lords  on 
the  manner,  in  which  the  bill  for  repealing  the  (an- 
gninary  ftatute  of  the  thirty-fifth  of  Elizabedi  had 
been  loH  the  lafl  parliament )  and  to  examine  the 
evidence  of  one  Fitzharris,  who  having-becn  de- 
teAed  in  an  attempt  to  fix  a  libel  on  the  popular 
party,  turned  (hort  upon  the  court,  and  made  fe- 
veral  difcoveries  of  its  fecret  machinations.     But 
thefe  were  only  preludes  to  a  debate  on  the  impot- 
tant  queftion,  which  had  fo  long  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  contending  parties*     After  the  neceflity 
of  excluding  the  duke  of  York  had  been  ftrongly 
enforced  by  fomeof  the  ableft  fpeakers,  dnc  of  the 
king*s  minifters  propofed,  that  he  Ihould  be  ba- 
nilhed  during  life  five  hundred  miles  from  Eng- 
land ;  and  that  on  the  king's  demife  the  next  heir 
Ihould  be  conflitured  regent,  with  regal  power. 
This  expedient,  which  left  the  duke  the  title  of 
king,  whilft  it  feemed  to  deprive  him  of  all  advan* 
tages  annexed  to  that  charader,  was  regarded  as  a 
jefuitical  fnare,  and  accordingly  treated  with  con- 
tempt.    It  was  faid,  that  if  one  army  fhould  be 
neceflary  to  maintain  the  exclufion,  four  would  be 
as  neceiTary  to  maintain  tl>is  expedient ;  and  thofe, 

who 
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%vho  propofed  It,  would  have  the  fame  power  to  let 
^lieduke  in,  as  to  keep  him  out.  The  debate 
ended  like  all  the  preceding  ones  on  this  fubjeft, 
a.Dd  it  was  declared,  that  no  method  but  the  bill 
of  exciuiion  could  be  properly  adopted  by  the 
lioufe,  becaufe  no  other  method  could  give  any 
iatisfadion,  or  fecurity  to  the  people  whom  they 
reprefented. 

As  the  king,  to  cut  oflf  ail  correfpondenee  be-» 
tween  Fitzharris  and  the  popular  party,  had  re- 
moved him  to  the  Tower,  the  commons,  in  the 
way  of  a  counter-ftratj^em  to  take  the  prifoner 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  crown,  voted  an  impeach- 
ment againft  hinij  but  this  was  rejefted  by  the 
lords,  who  refblved,  that  the  faid  Fitzharris  (hould 
be  proceeded  againft  in  the  ordinary  courts  of  juf- 
tice.  A  violent  quarrel  now  broke  oilt  between 
'  the  two  houfes,  which,  furnifhed  the  king  with  a 
pretence,  for  diffolvii^  them*  His  intention  was 
kept  fo  profound  a  fecret,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ' 

juftly  dreaded  reproaches  of  any  parting  votes,  that 
none  of  the  popular  members  had  the  leaft  hint  of 
it,  till  they  (aw  the  black  rod  appear  with  a  meflage 
preparatory  to  their  diflblution* 

The  party,  who  by  a  variety  of  means  had  beeil 
Battered  into  an  ajQurance  that  the  king  was  not  fo 
averie  to  die  bill  of  exclufion  as  he  pretended,  and 
that  his  neceffities  would  reduce  him  to  a  com* 

VOL.  lU  I  i  pliance 
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pfianc^  wirh  thei*  own  ttttts,  were  depttredof  ^ 
i^Jirit  by  this  unexpefted  nldifure.    They  were 
convinced  that  the  king  had  by  forhe  fisctet  bar- 
glih  oj^cned  fiew  refotifces  th  France,  to  fupply  his 
wants  independent  of  parliament }  tod  they  fore- 
fiiwvery  clearfy,  that,  during  th^difcontinnance  of 
their  alTemblies^  the  authority  of  Ae  ctt^n,  af- 
fifted  by  the  effons  of  a  fierce  and  unrelenting  fac- 
tion, would  have  every  advantage  over  a  body  dif- 
perfed  and  difimited.   Full  of  thefe  dark  pfofpeds, 
ind  unprovided  with  any  plan  or  (yftem  of  condud 
to  put  into  immediate  exedbtion,  on  fucb  Mk  exi- 
gence of  affairs,  they  hurried  out  cf  Oxford  in  a 
manner  which  fully  (hewed  theijr  appfehtefions  of 
the  violence  of  the  king's  councils  ta  bt  eqml  to 
What  they  reprefented  in  their  fever&I  tt)tes  tod  ad- 
drefles.    The  fcifig,  on  his  part.  Was  not  kfs  fear- 
ful that  refentment  and  defpair  ihight  prompt 
fome  of  the  rtioft  daring  of  the  cf^ch>fSotiifk  to 
have  recourfe  to  force,    Aflei*  having,  theMfore, 
with  a  blafl  of  his  breath,  to  ufe  tbe  k^gUage  of 
the  royalift  Writers,  reduced  the  reprefentativts  of 
the  commons  of  England  to  a  flate  of  infignifi-^ 
cance,  and  fcatteted'  hi^  foes  like  the  leaves  of  au* 
tumn,  he  took  coach ^  and  drove  to  Windfi^TyfitM 
which  place  he  illued  out  a  royal  declaration,  to 
blacken  the  condu£b  of  the  tWo  Iftft  parliaihents, 
iihd  to  infinuate  himfclf  into  the  efteem  kttd  affec- 
tions of  a  deluded  people.    Biit  the  bafc^ds  of  his 
izalumnies  and  the  fallacy  of  his  profeffions  wrte 
-  *  rtq?dfcd 
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[poTed  with  the  utmoft  fpiric  and  judgment  in  t 
pahiphlet  entitled/  "  A  modeft  Vindication  of  the 
t:^wo  laft  Parliaments/'  which  is  faid  to  have  been 
-written  by  the  illuftrious  pens  of  Sidney,  Somers, 
&nd  Jones* 

The  conjeduTe  of  the  popular  party,  that  Charles 
muft  have  opened  new  refources  to  make  himfelf 
independent  of  parliamentary  aids,  was  well  found«- 
ed.  The  treaty  with  France,  which  had  beeii 
brokien  off  by  the  timidity  of  Sundaland  and  Hyde^ 
was  afterwards  ttvived  by  the  king  liin^elf,  who 
chofe  to  fubmit  to  every  condition  which  Lewis 
Oiould  impoTe,  rather  than  give  up  to  the  natiq«)0l 
teprefentatives  any^point  that  might  lead  to  the  Iv- 
nutation  of  his  power.  The  duke  of  York,  who^ 
upon  his  forced  return  to  Scotland,  had  been  fran- 
tic enough  to  court  the  king  of  France^s  affiftanc6 
to  involve  the  diree  kingdoms  in  a  civil  war*^ 

was 

*  It  q)pears  from  the  French  embaflador's  letters  to  Lewis 
)QV.  that  the'  duke  of  York,  before  his  return  to  Scotland, 
ftrovc  to  perfuade  his  brother,  that  a  civil  war  was  the  only 
meani  of  cfhibliihing  the  royal  authority  in  England.  But  as 
Chu'l^  Was  very  averfe  to  fo  dangerous  an  experiment,  the 
duke,  befenf  hb  departure  for  the  north,  exprefTed  to  Barilloil 
his  Kopet  of  being  able  to  excite  troubles  in  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, and  d&rted  diat  ht  had  a  much  more  coniiderable  party 
in  Enghmd  than  ntlis  thought  of.  He  therefore  carneftly  foli- 
dted  the  French  kiiig^s  help,  Aid  was  promifed  it ;  but  it  is  pro* 
tert^te,  that  the  cautious  temper  of  colonel  Churchill,  the  duke's 
principal  confidant,  checked  thef^intemperatt  Mies. 

li  a  The 
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was  now  overjoyed  to  find  the  fecret  negodatioa 
again  opened,  and  did  not  fail  to  urge  both  bis 
brother  and  the  French  embaflador  by  the  moil 
preifing  importunities  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion. 
This  long  depending  bargain  was  finally  fettled  oo 
the  twenty-fourth  of  March,  1681,  juft  after 
Charles  had  felt  the  pulfe  of  the  commons  at  Ox- 
ford, and  three  or  four  days  before  he  diilblved  tbe 
parliament,  with  a  refolution  neyer  to  call  another. 
The  flipulations  of  the  treaty  were,  that  Charles 
(hould  receive  a  peiifion  of  two  millions  of  livrcs 
for  one  year,  and  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns 
for  two  others,  in  confideratioh  of  his  difeAgaging 
himfelf  by  degrees  from  the  Spanifh  alliance^  and 
of  his  taking  meafures  to  prevent  parliaments  from 
counterafting  his  promifed  fervices  to  France.  Id 
the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  he  eluded  the  agree- 
ment entered  into  with  Spain ;  and,  for  a  bribe  of 
another  million  of  livres,  abandoned  to  Lewis  the 
duchy  of  Luxemburgh,  fo  important  on  account 
of  its  being  the  key  to  Germany,  and  one  of  the 
chief  barriers  of  the  Low  Countries.     He  alfo  fuf- 

The  fubtle,  but  detedable  policy,  with  which  Lewis  at  this 
time  endeavoured  to  profit  by  the  divifions  in  England,  israSf 
aflonifliing.  By  the  vcrfatility ,  or  rather  the  perfidy  of  his  in- 
trigues he  kept  up  an  intereft  in  every  party,  and  almofi  in  ^ 
fame  breath  gave  diredtions  for  encouraging  the  duke  of  York 
in  his  mad  defigns;  for  tempting  the  king,  by  afiiirancei  of  f«P' 
port,  to  maintain  a  firm  and  bold  conduA  to  hisfubje6b;  «»i 
for  amufing  the  republican*  party  with  proinifcsi  thathfiVOuM 

protect  the  privileges  of  the  ndlon. 

fertd 


SECRET   HISTORT;  lO^ 

ftred  the  French  monarch  the  year  after  to  feize 
die  principality  of  Orange  on  die  mod  frivolous 
claim,  though  the  prince  had  been  flattered  with 
die  hope  of  efiedlual  interpoiition  on  the  part  of 
^England  in  defence  of  his  right ;  but  his  faithlefs 
uincle  very  readily  facrificed  all  foreign  interefts  to 
I-*cwis*s  ambition,  in  return  for  the  affiftance  re- 
ceived from  the  latter  to  fupport  his  domeftic  ty^ 
jpuiny. 

Every  thing  feemed  now  to  promife  Charles  the 
foil  enjoyment  of  that  defpotic  authority,  which 
he  had  been  fo  long  endeavouring  to  eftablifli. 
The-  Tory  party,  grown  more  rancorous  by  the 
mutual  provocations  which  accompany  a  long 
ifaruggle  for  power,  and  elevated  with  the  general  - 
opinion  that  his  majefly  would  never  fummon  an- 
other parliament,  exceeded  all  the  bounds  of  de- 
cency and  common  fenfe,  in  their  triumph  over 
the  Whigs,  Principles  of  the  moft  ilavifli  nature 
were  every  where  enforced  from  the  pulpit^  and 
adopted  in  numerous  addrefies,  which  flattered  the 
king  in  his  prefent  meafures,  and  congratulated 
him  on  his  efcape  from  ^  parliaments.  Every  day, 
from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  January  following, 
produced  an  aeceflion  of  ihefe  difgraceful  offer- 
ings ;  and  though  a  few  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, particularly  the  citizens  of  London,  and  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex,  were  bold  enough  to  con- 
tradia  and  difclaim  fuch  furrenders  of  the  rights 
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of  En^flimen,  yet  didr  cffimswere  infuffidcmti 
fbm  the  tide  of  barbaioqs  iervility,  uriitdi  dimd 
ened  the  deftcuftion  of  everjr  thii^  mhisblc  ia  m 
conftitution,  or  rational  in  the  opiiuon  and  maoi 
nets  of  the  people. 

Soon  after  the  dbSblution  of  the  Oxford  piiift 
9ient,  and  the  condufion  c^the  French  titaty,  M 
dyke  of  York  was  recalled  •,  and  a  regular  plafl 
was  concerted  between  the  two  brothers  for  ob* 
taining  the  fulleft  revenge  on  all  ifacir  paft  o(^l 
nents,  and  for  levelling  to  the  ground  the  few  bui* 
warks  of  freedom  which  popular  Infatuarion  b4 
pot  yet  deibroyed.  The  dtiienter^,  who  were  pe- 
culiarly obnoxious  for  having  ^ded  and  Ebettcd  the 
fi:hemes  ^  the  exdufionifb,  were  t|ie  firft  vbo  ex- 
perienced the  power  and  refentment  of  the  coon. 
The  aA  of  the  thirty-fifth  of  Elizabeth,  die  repeal 
pf  which  Charles  had  eluded  by  fb  £:andaloas  a 
trick,  was  now  enforced  with  the  utmofl  rigoar, 
and  every  other  effort  was  t|(ed  by  the  {uboaiBxm 
of  witnefles,  and  the  profligate  corrupdoas  of  tte 
bench,  to  ii^  charges  of  treafon  on  thofe,  wbo,  by 
their  fpirited  condu(£t  bad  made  tbemfelves  noft 

,  • 

^  The  duke  did  not  at  this  time  cominQe  l^og  ia  ^figUaii 
but  having  fett)ed  with  the  king  the  plan  of  future  ojpor^tionsy 
he  again  returned,  at  hi«  own  requcft,  to  Scotland,  in  quality  of 
commiffioner,  to  give  the  laft  finifhing  to  that  fyftcm  of  undif- 
guifcd  tyranny,  which  Lauderdale  had  for  fo  many  years  pff' 
^led  with  ^  moft  (anguinary  violence. 

©ffenfivc. 
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pfienfiw.    But  though  fome  vidum  bkdy  jm4 
though  thie  blind  zeal  of  thf  i^bUihed  clergy  an4 
«f  the  Toxy  -fcuStioh  ^JJifted  i:iie  career  of  tyrsmay 
and  intoknmce,  yetu  was  fomxl  that  the  complete 
iuppreiiion  of  the  oppofite  party,  ^nd  a  total  com- 
xnand  of  the  life  as  weU  a3  of  the  civil  and  neligious 
liberty  of  thp  fubjeft  coujl4  not  he  acquired,  while 
the  city  of  (^otu^on  and  other  corporations  re- 
tained the  right  ^of  chufiog  their  own  ijii^iftrates. 
The  invaiioiji  of  their  charters  \ya$  tiier efore  re- 
Cblved  upon,  as  t;he  only  &cp  which  was  ftill  rer 
^ui^  for  the  iinal  eftabliiUmieqx  of  defpotifm. 

Before  the  particular  mode  of  efieding  this  Uft 
purpofe  could  be  fettled  by  the  crown-lawyers,  » 
lord-mayor  wd  fheriffs  were  forced  upon  the  city, 
and  the  return  of  fuch  juries  was  fecured,  as  were 
jpiot  likely  to  interrupt  or  de^y  the  work  of  perfe* 
cution.  Thefe  xnsri,  picked  for  the  bafe  purpofes 
of  crueky,  and  void  of  every  fentiment  of  hun>a* 
aity  and  common  honefty,  {hewed  themfeives  wor- 
thy of  fuch  a. choice  by  the  unparalleled  rigour  of 
their  verdifts.  They  regarded  Magna  Charta  and 
the  laws  of  the  land  as  little  as  they  did  their  own 
oaths;  and  purfued  no  other  line  of  duty  than  a 
criminal  cqpipliance  with  the  didtates  and  wi(hes 
g(  their  fuperiors. 

Sut  a  papal  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  citi- 

^ns  i;i  the  choice  of  their  civil  officers  did  not  fill 

I  i  4  up 


I08  '         ^  eUTPLXMENT  T^  THE 

up  Ae  meafure  of  the  flavcry  to  whidi  they  tvefc 
doomed:  it  only  fcryed  as  the  means  of  temporary 
ppprefTion,  while  a  formidable  attack  on  all  their 
privileges  was  preparing.    It  was  now  ipfetended, 
that  the  city  of  London  might  .legally  be  deprived 
df  its  franchifes,  on  account  of  two  otfenccs,  which 
the  court  of  aldermen  and  common-council  had 
gpmmittcd,  fifft  in  the  words  of  one  of  their  former 
petitions  to  the  king  fov  the  fitting  of  parliament, 
in  which  the  prorogation  was  reprefented  as  an  io* 
terruption  of  the  public  juftice  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  fecondly  in  impofing  a  toll  on  goods  brought 
to  market,  which  was  done  in  order  to  defiay  the 
expence  of  rebuilding  thie  markets  after  the  great 
fire.    The  folemn  mockery  of  a  trial  was  added 
to  this  flagrant  injuftice;  and  on  fbch  frivolous 
charges  the  cotirt  of  king's  bench  gave  (entence 
againft  the  city.   Its  charter  became  forfeited;  and 
though  the  independence  of  its  government  and 
the  free  election  of  its  ms^iftrates  were  thus  dc- 
Jftroyed,  the  courtiers  had  the  infolence  to  boaft  of 
the  king's  clemency  in  not  fetting  up  an  exche- 
quer for  its  revenue,  or  granting  a  commiffion  as 
upon  an  efcheat  to  the  crown. 

The  fuccefs  of  diis  att?ick  on  the  charter  of  the 
metropolis  encouraged  the  court  to  proceed  in  a 
(imilar  manner  againfl:  every  other  city  and  bo- 
rough in  England.  Quo  Warrantos,  or  writs  were 
iflued  out  to  oblige  them  to  fhew  by  what  tide 

they 
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they  enjoyed  their  refpeftivc  firanchifes.  The  pre^ 
tenfions  of  fome  were  faid  to  be  illegal  and  defec^r 
•ive:  odier$  had  infringed  die  conditions  of  the 
original  grant:  and  a  great  number  were  tempted 
to  furrender  their  charters  at  the  king's  difcretion, 
father  than  rifk  the  confequences  of  To  iniquitous 
a  fcrutiny.  Conliderable  Turns  were  exaded  for  a 
pretended  renewal  of  former  immunities;  but  ail 
offices  of  power  and  pirofit  were  kept  at  the  difpo* 
fal  of  the  crown;  a  precedent  which  left  no  na- 
tional privilege  in  fecurity;  and  as  it  enabled  the 
king  to  pack  juries,  and  even  to  model  parliaments 
at  pleafure,  it  effefted  at  one  blow  the  ruin  of  all 
conftitutional  freedom. 

While  the  court  party  were  employing  with  fatal 
fuccefs  all  thofe  wicked  ^rts  in  England  to  rivet  the 
chains  of  the  people,  and  to  convert  the  very  forms 
of  their  ancient  government  into  engines  of  irre-» 
iiftible  oppreffion,  tyranny  threw  off  the  mafk  in 
Scotland :  it  (talked  abroad  with  undifguifed  hor- 
ror; and  its  traces  were  every  where  marked  with 
blood.  Ireland  had  long  been  in  a  ftate  of  ab- 
folutc  vaffali^e,  and  was  much  more  likely 
to  promote  than  oppofe  the  diffufion  of  flavery 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Britifli  empire. 
At  this  gloomy  period,  a  band  of  chofeii  patriots, 
who  had  oppofed  the  conduft  of  adminiftration  in 
a  leg^l  way,  as  long  as  there  remained  any  autho- 
rity in  die  lavj^s,  and  energy  in  the  conftitution, 

now 


now  fMrepared  to  (eek  rddtf  bjr  ib»t  fdllBM  4P|m4 
to  the  fword,  which  is  the  duty  of  W^f  i3i(iMB» 
wben  the  voice  of  fiocodom  b  fiknc^  by  ^f>9W« 
of  oppreffion. 

Cowardice  is  very  iAg^aiou^  m  gi^i^  tte  fliew 
of  moderation  and  wifdom  to  eoiifi£bJ6  di^Uted  by 
the  dread  of  perfonal  danger.  Thon^  t^  9term« 
kig  progress  of  aibimiry  power  was  evidepit  to 
evei^  man  who  was  not  faUnd^d  by  pfejiidice, 
bigotry,  or  corruption^  yet  the  tiosid  wd  c^u^ous 
ai^jued,  that  whik  (b  large  a  £i<^oniadhef«d  to  the 
crown,  xefi(Uoce»  however  juitifiaMe»  Wis  doc  ex- 
pedient; and  that  an  unfuccdaf^  rebeUian  ^votild 
precipitate  the  nation  into  all  thofe  evils,  which  it 
was  intended  to  redrefs.  Such  scttbuiog  iifd  ^^^ 
litde  weight  wiiji  the  only  iUiiftiious  wdtsrkteuiki 
whom  JEngland  could  then  fooiift  oC  LQf4  Ru^j 
oiore  dignified  by  the  refkitude  of  im  ntnibu  and 
the  amiabienefs  of  his  manners,  dian  by  ^c  iiobi^ 
lity  of  his  birth ;  lord  Eflfex,  whom  power  could 
not  corrupt,  and  who  refigned  the  highcift  pofl$  in 
the  date,  when  he  found  tbey  !were  to  be  held  oi^ly 
by  bafenefs;  Hamden,  who  glowed  with  diaf  ge- 
nerous flame  of  liberty,  by  which  biis  gi»ndfirther 
had  acquired  immovtal  honour;  wd  A^Tboa 
Sidney,  whoCe  elevated  fentiaucntP)  coRdn&j  an4 
liceraiy  calents  have  added  luAne  to  a  long  ffW  of 
nobles  and  heroes,  from  whom  he  derived  his  de- 
fcent,  were  of  jopinion^  that  the  duty»  which  they 

owed 
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emd  their  country,  c^lkd  upon  them  to  m9kt  \iff 
of  the  pfofcnt  opportunity  to  dcftroy  a  tyr^nny^ 
whicl^  was  jv)w  only  bcsginniog  to  coUe^  ftreogtb|» 
but  vhich  time  and  a  regular,  military  force  ^oul4 
confirm  beyo&d  the  poffibiUty  of  being  oi^)oled 
with  fuccefs. 

There  were  ibyeral  others  united  in  the  facM 
cDunield,  but  to  whom  we  cannot  afcribe  the  fam0 
pure  and  difinterefted  motives ;  the  duke  of  Moa* 
mouth,  the  earl  of  Shafielbury,  lord  Grey^  and 
lord  Howard.  The  city  of  London,  with  the 
gentry  and  nobility  in  fev^nd  counties  of  England, 
weiae  ibUciied  to  rife  in  arms;  and  tlie  cidzens,  in« 
flamed  by  ^aftefbury  and  his  agents,  feemed  full 
of  ardour  and  in^atience  to  begin.  But  the  duke 
of  Monmouth^  who  kncvr  well  xhe  inferiority  even 
of  a  multitude  df  raw  men  to  a  fmall  number  o£ 
difcipUnad  troops,  laid,  tha't^  to  injure  fucc^s,  the 
iofurredion  ihould  he  begun,  in  the  country, 
whidi,  by  drawing  the  attention  of  the  king^s 
forces,  would  affi>rd  an  advantageous  opportunity 
for  rifing  in  the  city.  Shafte&ury,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  exclaimed  loudly  againit  dday ;  and  repre^p 
fenced  to  his  con&derates,  that  having  gone  fo  far, 
and  truAed  the  iixret  to  fo  many  hands,  there  wias 
no  fa£ety  for  them  but  in  a  hold  pxofecution  of 
thdr  purpob.  The  earl  finding  bis  arguments  in^ 
efib&nal  loft  all  patience ;  endeavoured  to  blaft  th^ 
chaxader  of  tbe  patriots  with  the  party  in  the  city ; 

threatened 
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threatened  to  put  himfGlf  at  the  head  of  the  infur* 
gents  s  and  at  laft,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  fled  to  Hoi* 
land,  where  the  violent  agitation  of  his  unruly  paf* 
iions,  which  had  already  difbrdered  his  mind,  oc* 
caiioned  his  death  about  fix  weeks  after. 

The  retreat  of  Shaftelbury,  as  it  broke  off  all 
intercourfe  with  the  citizens,  put  a  firop  for  fbme 
time  to  the  proceedings  of  the  confederated  pa* 
triots.     But  th^ir  projeft  foon  aflumed  a  more  re* 
gular  f5rm,  and  a  plan  of  operations  was  now  con^ 
certed  with  greater  unanimity  and  coolnefs.     But 
though  they  agreed  in  the  means  of  oppofixig  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  tyranny,  they  differed  very  widely 
in  regard  to  the  ufe  they  (hould  make  of  their  fuo- 
cefs.     Sidney  and  Howard  were  ardent  for  a  com^ 
monwealth ;  Ellex,  from  a  deference  to  the  judg* 
ment  of  Sidney,  embraced  the  fame  opinion  ;  Mon^ 
mouth  had   entertained  hopes  of  acquiring  the 
crown,  with  certain  limitations,  to  himfelf ;  but 
Ruflel  and  Hamden  were  much  attached  to  the 
ancient  conflitution,  and  intended  only  the  exclu- 
(ion  of  the  duke  and  the  redrefs  of  grievances,    h 
was  quickly  perceived  by  the  two  lat;ter,  that  the 
defigns  of  the  reft  of  their  aflbciates  were  not  the 
fame  as  their  own.     An  explanation  was  accord- 
ingly demanded,  in  regard  to  the  principle  of  the 
declaration,  which  was  to  be  publiflied,  on  their 
taking  up  arms ;  and  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  fcruples 
of  Ruffel  and  Hamden,  it  was  agreed  to  declare, 

that 
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that  the  arms  of  the  confederates  were  only  defen^ 
iive,  and  not  to  be  ufed  agalnfl  their  fovereign, 
but  to  be  kept  in  their  hands  until  a  free  parliament 
ihould  be  called,  which,  in  a  conflitutional  way, 
and  according  to  ancient  precedent,  might  com- 
pletely redrefs  the  national  grievances,  and  fettle 
the  fucceflion. 

During  the  dangerous  delays,  which  the  adjuflr 
ing  of  thefe  matters  neceflarily  occafioned,  an  in* 
ferior  order  of  confpirators,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  all  Shafcefbury's  projedls,  held  frequent  meet- 
ings, where  they  indulged  their  fpleen  in  all  thofe 
looie  and  defperate  difcourfes,  which  are  natural  to 
men,  whofe  paffions  are  highly  heated  at  atrocious 
afts  of  wickednefs  and  corruption.  Though  many 
things  were  faid  on  the  prafUcability  of  taking  ofTthe 
royal  brothers,  no  defign  of  that  kind  was  laid,  or 
refolvedon;  and  the  whole  of  this  black  and  hel- 
liih  confpiracy,  as  it  was  termed  by  the  court  and 
its  creatures,  confided  in  nothing  more  than  the 
unguarded  fallies  of  honed  indignation.  But  one 
Keyling,  who  was  often  prefent  at  thofe  meetings, 
fancying  that  he  (hould  find  it  more  for  his  intereft 
to  be  an  informer  than  a  patriot,  gave  in  an  ac- 
count of  ap  aflafnnation-plot  to  one  of  the  fecre-  ^ 
taries  of  flate;  and  the  hope  of  reward,  or  the 
dread  of  danger  prompted  fome  others  to  join  in 
the  like  teflimony. 

Befides 
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Brffidtea  the  ivammts  iSvsd  to  feize  iiutnbal^ 
ttorifpiiators  cf  ikn  infeHor  rank,  orders  mare  al& 
given  for  arreftkig  Monihouth,  Rnflel,  CSfey^  and 
Howard.    Monmouth  ehided  the  vigilance  of  his 
pnrfuert  t  Rulici,  who  was  tmacqtiaimed  widi  the 
cabals  which  had  been  held  in  the  city,  did  iu>t 
t^e  any  meafures  to  effeft  ah  efcftpe:   he  and 
Grey  were  arretted  and  fent  to  the  Tower ;  and 
Howard,  who  had  given  flroi^  fymptlAiiu  of  ^- 
turbation,  and  who  had  been  iMkd  by  Hiundeti 
to  get  out  of  the  vixfj  if  he  was  eidier  conftiouft 
that  any  fiiAs  could  be  proved  againft  him,  dr  that 
be  had  not  fufficient  fortitude  to  bifeir  the'  if 6fii 
coiifeqiiencefi,  was  taken  in  his  own  houfe  con^* 
cealed  in  a»  chimn^.    When  he  found  hiiififelf  iil 
the  hands  of  the  meflenger^  he  began  to  cry  ftiid  fob, 
and  on  the  very  firft  examinadon  told,  as  htf  him^ 
fdf  {aid,  all  that  he  knew,  though,  in  order  toaiM 
Ids  pardon,  he  aftisrwards  mide  mwy  vdty  material 
iKldinons.    ESsa,  from  a  delicacy  of  fehtiment^ 
winch  muft  exalt  his  character  in  the  miftds  of  all 
thoTe  who  are  capable  of  an  equal  degree  of  getie^ 
Tofity,  refufed  to  abicond,  lefl  the  cittuthftance  of 
his  fli^t  (hould  aflfefb  the  fafety  of  Rtlifel ;  and 
was  apprehended,  as  were  alfo  Sidney  and  Ham- 
dtm,  on  Howard's  evidence.    Eivery  day  ibmeof 
the  ochet  dafs  of  cofiipirators  were  deteftdl  in 
i^eir  places  of  concealmeftt,   and  thrown  into 
prifon. 

The 


tiaS^^ifWf  6f  tfek6(#  tskaxostis  Aid  tii*  tcm* 
xnitments  which  followed,  had  no  fooner  taken 
air  than  every  comer  of  the  kingdom  rang  with 
the  abufive  exdartiAtiorts  df  the  ToriA.  Faftion, 
bigotry,  and  a  (pirit  of  fcurrillty  feem,  at  this  time, 
to  have  extinguilhed  every  fpork  of  generofity  as 
well  as  juftite,  iii  the  ustion.  The  misfominet  of 
the  carl  of  Effei,  even  under  the  popular  govern- 
ment of  £H2abefh,  were  viewed  with  regret  by 
his  cotemporaries;  bilt  the  public  could  now  be- 
hold, not  only  without  pity^  but  with  almod  in- 
credibki  6S»lt&tion,  the  moil  virtuous  and  exalted 
charaders  in  the  kingdom  entrapt  in  the  toils  of 
power,  for  one  fuppofed  generous  intention  to  re- 
cover all  that  ufed  to  be  dear  to  Englilhmen.  A 
n&tt  tovLtid  of  Addr^efr  Wa3  immediately  iit  on 
foot;  and  the  city  of  Lbndon^  which  wfts  now  in 
the  hand^  6f  the  cMwn,  led  the  w^y;  aftd  odi^ 
eotp6fation^  tdOk  their  turn,  in  tegular  order,  to 
fHimifeft  th«  afcefs  of  their  d«pftvity,  by  4n  uhn^ 
ferVed  tender  of  fc^une^  lif#,  and  liberty,  and  by 
loading;  the  Whigs  with  all  the  reproaches  which 
Ihe  moil  ehvmomed  imaginatio!^  could  fuggeft^ 

It  would  be  fc^ign  to  the  p^MpoTe  of  this  fom* 
ihary  to  enter  into  the  ihocking  detail  dF  all  th«f 
bktbaroui  e^cutiohs  thtt  ibosi  f<dtow#d.  Altni^ 
every  page  of  the  hiilc^  of  this  cfucl  and  itife^ 
mdus  reign  is  blotted  witli  blood.  But  k  is  iltt^ 
^poffible  to  pafft  ofet  the  &te  of  two  of  the  iUi^ftri- 

ous 


ZX6  SUPPLBMENT  TO  T«£ 

ous  fufl^refs  widiout  particular  notioe^  and  widieut 
tears. 

"  Bring  cvtry  ftvecfeft  flow'r,  and  let  me  ftrcw 
"  The  grave  where  Russel  lies,  whofe  temper'd  blooa 
**  With  calmcft  chearfulnefs  for  thee*  refigh'd, 
"  Stain'd  the  fad  annals  of  a  giddy  reign, 
^  Aiming  at  lawlefs  power,^tho'  meanly  funk 
••  In  loofe  inglorious  luxury-s— With  him 
**  His  friend,  the  Britiih  Cassius  f,  fcarlcfi  Wed, . 
**  Of  high  determined  fpirit,  roughly  brave, 
••  by  ancient  16irning  to  the  enlightenM  love 
•*  Of  ancieht  fineedom  warmM.**  ■  ■ 

TROMTtoir^ 

♦  His  country*  f  Algernon  Sidney. 

.  A/ber  the  condemnation  of  three  of  tliofe,  who 
were  accufed  of  a  confpiracy  againft  the  king's  life, 
and  who  were  tried  Hrft,  in  order  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  public,  and  to  confound  the  chai]ge 
of  an  infurredion  with  that  of  the  aflaffination- 
plot,  lord  Ruflel,  eminent  above  all  the  nobility 
for  the  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  and  the  purity  of 
hi$  life,  was  pitched  on  to  be  the  next  facrifice* 
When  the  prifoner  came  into  court,  he  defired  a 
delay  of  his  ttial  till  the  next  day,  becaufe  fome  of 
his  witnefles  could  not  arrive  in  town  before  the 
evening.  This  reafonable  requeft  Pemberton,  the 
lord  chief  juftice,  feemed  inclined  to  comply  with, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  attorney-general,  'who 
.with  malignant  falfehcxxl  obferved,  that  the  pri« 

foncr 
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loner  did  not  intend  to  have  granted  the  king  the 
delay  of  one  hour  to  fave  his  life.     The  next  im- 
portant queftion  related  to  the  jury,  who  were  all 
of  them  fo  notorioufly  devoted  to  the  wicked  pur^ 
pofes  of  the  court,  that  no  candour,  humanity,  or 
juftice  was  to  be  expefted  from  them.   But  as  fuch 
an  objeftion  would  have  had  no  other  effeft  than 
that  of  provoking  them  to  perfonal  revenge,  they 
were  challenged  by  the  prifoner,  on  the  ground  of 
their  not  being  freeholders ;  and  though  the  law 
¥ras  exprefs  on  his  fide,  yet  the  objeAion  was  over-    ' 
ruled  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  bench.     The 
witneffes  againft  him  were  two  of  the  city  confpira- 
tors  and  lord  Howard,  men  whofe  lives  were  yet 
at  the  mercy  of  the  crown  :  but  though  their  evi- 
dence was  incongruous,  illegal,  and  infufficient, 
yet  its  defeds  were  amply  fupplied  by  the  decla- 
mations of  the  crown-lawyers,  and  the  accommo-? 
dating  confciences  of  the  jury,  who  bfought  in  the 
prifoner  guilty. 

Lord  RufTel,  knowing  how  obnoxious  he  was 
to  the  court  from  the  part  he  had  a^cd  on  the  bill 
of  exclufion,  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  pre- 
ferving  his  life  from  the  firft  moment  of  his.  impri- 
fonment.  However,  he  fo  far  conformed  to  the 
earned  folicitations  of  his  friends,  as  to  fend  a  pe- 
tition to  the  king,  in  which  he  offered  to  live  be- 
yond fea  in  any  place  his  majefty  (hould  name, 
and  never  to  meddle  any  more  in  Englifli  affjiirs ; 

VOL.  II.  K  k  but 
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\mt  Charles  was  inexorable  to  all  intreaty.  He  not 
OQly  rej/eded  the  petirion  of  the  condemned  lord, 
and  another  from  his  &ther,  the  earl  of  Bedford, 
bpt  beheld  without  Cympathy  or  remorfe  lady  Ruf- 
fel,  the  daqghper  of  his  faithful  (ervant,'  the  late 
carl  of  Southampton,  motionlefs  at  his  feet-  He 
even  figned  the  death-warrant  with  an  infult  ;  and 
on  being  told,  that  Monfieur  Rouvigny,  who  was 
a  relation  to  the  Bedford  family,  was  coming  over 
with  interceffions  from  the  court  of  France  in  fa- 
vour of  his  kinfman,  he  repUed^  f  *  I  (hall  be  glad 
to  fee  the  embaflador,  but  lord  RufleL's  hpad  will 
bjp  off  before  he  arrives." 

A  notion  had  ptevailed  among  his  lordfliip's 
friends,  that  a  pardon  might  be  procured,  pro- 
vided he  would  acknowledge  the  do6trine  of  non- 
refiftance  in  its  fuUeft  extent ;  and  Dr.  Tillotfon 
and  Dr.  Burnet  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to 
reafon  the  prifoner  into  fuch  a  confeffion  f  •  "  I 
can  have  no  conception,"  faid  he,  "  of  a  limited 
monarchy,  which  has  not  a  right  to  defend  its  own 
limitations ;  and  my  confcience  will  not  permit  me 
to  f^y  ptherwife  to  the  king."     L-ord  Cavendifh 

*  Tillotibn,  though  he  wrqtt  %  lettef  pn  the  fubje6t  of  paffive 
obedience  to  the  prifoner  the  very  day  before  his  execution,  m 
afterwards  confeflcdi  even  in  ^e  prefcnce  of  the  king  and  duke 
of  York,  "  that  he  was  now  of  lord  kuflcrs  opinion,  and  that 
circurafhnces  might  happen  in  which  it  would  be  lawful  to 
refift." 

had 
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had  lived  in  the  clofeft  intimacy  with  Ruflel,  and 
did  not  defert  his  friend  in  the  prefent  calamity  : 
he  offered  to  manage  his  efcape  by  changing  cloaths 
with  him ;  but  the  prifoner  refufed  to  fave  his  own 
life  by  an  expedient,  which  might  expofe  his  friend 
to  many  hardfhips  ;  and  when  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth fent  a  meflage,  that  he  would  chearfully 
furrender  himfelf,  if  Ruflel  thought  that  this  mea- 
fure  would  any  wife  contribute  to  his  fafety,  "  It 
will  be  no  advantage  to  me  "  he  faid,  "  to  have 
my  friends  die  with  me/' 

The  condud  of  lord  Ruffel  during  his  trial, 
his  confinement,  at  his  death,  and,  in  a  more  fevere 
teft  of  fortitude,  the  paning  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, was  perfedly  conformable  to  that  dignified 
fimplicity,  purity,  and  devotion,  which  had  diftin- 
guilhed  the  whole  tenOur  of  his  life.  With  a  deep 
filence,  with  a  long  and  fixed  look,  in  which  refpedt 
and  afFeftion,  unmingled  with  paflion,were  exprefled, 
lord  and  lady  Ruflel  parted  for  ever :  his  eyes  fol- 
lowed her*s,  while  ftie  quitted  the  room,  and  when 
he  lofl:  fight  of  her,  he  faid  to  Dr.  Burnet,  who  at- 
tended him  in  the  character  of  a  friend  and  clergy- 
man, "  The  bttternefs  of  death  is  now  pafled.** 

With  a  view  of  indulging  the  infolence  of  party, 

and'  of  mortifying  the  exclufionifts  with  the  figh; 

of  their  beloved  leader  condudcd  to  execution 

through  the  principal  fl:reets  of  London,  the  fcaf^' 

JC  k  2  fold 
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fold  was  erefted  in  Lincoln*s-Inn  Fields  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,    however  it  might   fliock    the 
feelings  of  his  friends,  had  no  effeft  on   the  pri- 
foner,  who  whilft  he  feemed  touched  with  tlie  ten- 
dernefs  of  thofe  among  the  fpeftators-  who  could 
not  refrain  from  tears,  exprefled  no  indignation  at 
others  who  had  the  barbarity  to  infult  him  in  his 
paflage,     On  looking  towards  Southampton-houle, 
the  tear  ftarted  in  his  eye,  but  he  inftantly  wiped  it 
^way.     He  was  attended  by  Dr.  Tilloifon  and  Dr. 
Burnet,  the  one  to  aflift  him  in  his  devotion,  and 
the  other  to  do  juftice  to  his  mcmorj^ ;  and  when 
he  arrived  at  the  fcaffold,  addreffing  himfelf  to  one 
of  the   flieriffs,  he  faid,  he  did  not  love   much  ! 
fpeaking,  nor  expected  now  to  be  well  heard ;  he 
had  therefore  fet  down  in  a  paper,  which  he  then 
delivered  *,  what  he  had  thought  proper  to  leave 
behind  him  ;  and  added,  **  God  knows  how  far  I 
always  was  from  any  defigns  againft  the  king's  per- 
fon,  or  of  altering  the  government ;  and   I  ftill 
pray  for  the  prefervation   of  both,  and  the  protc- 
ftant  religion.     In  the  words  of  a  dying  man  I 
profefs  I  know  of  no  plot  either  againd  the  king's 
life,  or  the  government  j  but  I  have  now  done  with 
this  world,  and  am  going  to  a  better  :  I  forgive  all 
my  enemies :  I  thank  God,  I  die  in  charity  with  all 

*  It  contained  a  mod  eft  defence  of  his  fentiments  and  con- 
du6t,  and  a  warning  to  all  denominations  of  proteflants  againft 
thofe  fetal  aniraofities,  which  cxpofed  them  to  the  common 
encQiy. 

men  j 
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men ;  and  I  wifli  all  fiiicere  proteftants  may  love 

one  another,  and  not  make  way  for  popery  by  their 

animofities.     After  fome  time  fpent  in  devotion, 

the  prifoner  embraced  his  two  friends,  and  with  a 

a.  cheariful  and  ferene  countenance,  laid  his  head 

on  the  block,  which  was  fevered  from  the  body  by 

two  ftrokes  of  the  axe  j  and,  to  the  mortiQc^on 

of  the  court,  the  fpirit  of  party  was  fo  far  fubaued 

by  fympathy,  that  on  the  expofure  of  the  bleeding 

head,  with  the  ufual  proclamation,  the  fcafFold  re* 

founded  with  the  univerfal  grojuisand  lamentations 

of  the  fpeftators. 

On  the  day  that  lord  Ruflel  was  brought  to  his 
trial,  the  king  and  the  duke  of  York,  from  a  cu- 
riofity  unworthy  of  their  rank,  or  the  charafters  of 
gentlemen,  went  to  the  Tower,  in  order  to  fee  him 
pafs.  As  they  were  going*  back  to  their  bai^c,  the 
cry  followed,  that  lord  Eflex  had  cut  his  own  throat; 
and  this  intelligence  was  quickly  conveyed  to  the 
Old  Bailey,  where  the  king's  counfel  made  a  very  . 
unwarrantable  ufe  of  it  to  confirm  the  plot,  and  to 
render  lord  Ruflel  more  apparently  guilty :  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  gave  the  ftronger  credit  to  another 
report  which  immediately  prevailed,  that  the  earL 
had  not  been  his  own  murderer,  but  that  he  had 
been  very  opportunely  difpofed  of  by  the  hands  of 
others. 

Kk3  The 


»^*  SUPPtlMBKT    TO    THE 

The  Other  illuftrious  fufferer,  whofe  blood  wa* 
fpflt  to  fatisfy  the  coward  rage  of  the  royal  but- 
chers, was  Algernon  Sidney,  whofe  virtxies  and 
talerlts  fnay  be  fairly  put  in  competition  with  thofe 
of  the  moft  exalted  charadter  that  any  age  or 
country  could  boaft  of.  He  had  entered  deeply 
,  into  the  war  againil  tlie  late  king ;  and,  on  account 
of  the  well  known  firmhefs  of  bis  attachment  to 
the  republican  canfe,  was  nominated  one  of  the 
judges  in  the  high  court,  by  whom  Charles  was 
condemned;  but  from  ^  delicacy  of  (entiment, 
fimilar  to  that  of  fir  Henry  Vane  upon  the  fame 
occafion,  he  did  not  take  his  feat  at  the  trial.  He 
continued  the  zealous  fupporter  of  the  govern- 
ment, while  it  preferred  the  form  and  fpiiic  of  a 
republic ;  and  on  the  fame  motives,  which  influ- 
enced his  conduft  during  the  civil  war,  he  was  one 
of  the  fierceft  opponents  to  the  ufurpation  of  the 
Gromwells.  When  'tl>c  independent  parliament 
was  reftored,  on  the  refignation  of  Richard^  Mr. 
Sidney  was  appointed  one  of  the  council  of  ftate, 
and  was  foon  after  fent  to  the  Soynd  with  odier 
commiflioners  to  mediate  a  peace  between  Den- 
mark and  Sweden.  The  reftoration  of  monarchy 
took  place  before  his  return ;  and  when  every  man, 
according  to  his  hopes  or  fears,  was  fuing  either 
for  favour  or  pardon,  Sidney  chofe  to  remain  in 
baniflimenr,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  governQienc> 
which  owed  its  eftablifliment  to  the  blackefl  fpe- 

cies 
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cies  of  treachery,  and  which,  from  its  firft  outfet, 
threatened  the  deftradidn  of  religion,  morals,  and 
civil  liberty: 

Sidney  continued  abroad  till  th6  year  i6Tfi 
ivhen,  from  the  impulfe  of  filial  piety,  he  returned 
to  England,  to  vifit  his  dying  father,  the  earl  of 
Leicefter;  and  was  aftfcrwards  detained  by  a  vexa- 
tious law-filit  with  his  elder  brother,  who  refufed 
to  .pay  what  was  left  him  in  his  father's  will.  The 
hope  of  becoming  inftrumental  to  the  falvation  of 
his  unhappy  country  engaged  him  in  thofe  heroic 
defigns  which  had  fo  fatal  an  iffue.  When,  oil 
the  accufation  of  being  concerned  in  the  plot 
againft  the  government  and  the  king*9  perfon,  he 
was  feized  and  brought  before  the  council,  he  told 
them^  "  that  he  would  make  the  beft  defence  he 
could  5  but  he  would  not  fortify  their  evidence  by 
any  thing  he  fhould  fay."  This  propriety  of  con- 
dudt,  in  which  fimplicity  and  dignity  were  admi- 
rably united,  as  it  confirmed  the  court  in  the  opi- 
nion that  was  entertained  of  the  prifoner*s  charac- 
ter, confirmed  them  alfo  in  the  refolution  of  de- 
priving him  of  in  exiftence,  which  j  vvhilft  adorned 
with  fuch  exalted  and  formidable  virtues,  at  oncd 
created  terror,  and,  when  judged  by  the  rule  of 
comparifon,  reflected  difgrace* 

As  lord  Howard  wis  the  o^ly  witnefs  againft 
Sidney,  other  fteps  were  taken  to  fecure  )iis  death 

K  k  4  by 
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by  the  moft  abominable  contrivances.  Pembcr* 
ton,  who  had  betrayed  fome  fymptoms  of  mode- 
tation,  or  of  fliame  at  lord  Ruflei's  trial,  was  re- 
moved; and  JefFeries,  whole  well  known  profli- 
gacy might  be  depended  on,  and  who  had  out- 
ranted  all  his  brethren  in  outrageous  abufe  againft 
the  conlpirators,  was  appointed  lord  chief  juftice- 
With  him  were  joined  three  other  judges,  whole 
corruption  and  fervility  perfedVly  qualified  them  for 
fitting  on  the  fame  bench.  A  jury  was  returned, 
confining  of  perfons  of  low  and  mean  condition^ 
and  who  had  been  feverally  examined  on  the  plia- 
bility of  their  confciences.  One  Parry,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  feveral  murders,  was  paixioned,  and 
received  a  commiflion  to  aft  as  juftice  of  peace, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  help  forward  this  im- 
portant bufincfs  y  but  as  difcretion  made  no  part 
of  his  virtues,  he  boafted  to  one  of  the  duke  of 
York's  fervants,  whom  he  fuppofed  a  friend  to  the 
injuries  intended  againft  Sidney,  **  that  he  had 
fent  in  a  great  many  names  of  jurors  who  were 
/iire  men.'* 

The  trial  was  conduded  with  fuch  a  difregard 
both  of  decency  and  juftice,  as  carried  upon  the 
very  face  of  it  an  avowal  of  the.  pre-detemiined 
refolation  of  the  court  to  deprive  the  prifoner  of 
life.  His  tender  of  a  fpecial  plea,  his  demand  of 
a  copy  of  his  indiftment,  his  exceptions  to  feveral 
of  the  juiy  for  not  being  freeholders  were  all  re- 

jefted. 
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jeftcd.    In  order  to  fupply  the  place  of  a  fecond 
ivicnefs,  as  the  law  required  two,  and  no  other 
plaufible  pcqurer  could  be  found  to  concur  with 
Howard,  fome  difcourfes  on  government,  which 
had  been  found  in  ranfacking  the  prifoner's  clofet,* 
were  produced  and  admitted  by  the  bench  as  fufE- 
cient  to  complete  the  neceffary  evidence.     But  be- 
iides  that  a  fhnilitude  of  hand-writing  was  not  fuch 
a  proof  of  his  being  the  author,  as  could  juftify  a 
verdid  for  taking  away  his   life,  the  difcourfes 
themfelves,  though  favourable   to  liberty,  main* 
rained  fuch  principles  only,  as  the  beft  and  the 
wifeft  men  under  all  governments  have  been  known 
to  embrace.    Sidney  defended  himfelf  with  a  faga- 
city  and  precifion,  which  would  have  done  honour 
to  the  ableft  lawyer  that  ever  fat  on  the  bench,  or 
pleaded  at  the  bar.     But  the  iffue  of  this  mock, 
trial  was   pre-determined ;   and  the  jury  having 
withdrawn  merely  for  (hew,    returned  in  about 
half  an  hour,  and  brought  in  the  prifoner  guilty. 

That  elevation  of  fentiment,  that  dignity  of  foul 
which  appears  in  every  part  of  Sidney's  conduft, 
and  which  age  and  infirmity  had  in  no  degree 
abated,  (bone  fonh  with  a  fingular  luftre  on  the 
fatal  day  which  put  a  period  to  his  glorious  life^ 
He  walked  to  the  place  of  execution  :  he  afked  no 
friend  to  attend  him :  he  afcended  the  fcafFold  with 
the  air  of  one  who  came  to  harangue,  or  to  com- 
mandy  not  to  fufier ;  he  told  the  (he  riffs  who  had 

returned 
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returfted  i  packed  jury  agaixift  him,  that  it  Was  for 
their  ikkes  only  that  he  reminded  them,  that  his 
blood  lay  on  their  heads  ;  and  when  he  was  aiked 
if  he  had  any  thing  to  lay  to  the  people,  he  an- 
fwered  j  "  I  have  made  my  peace  with  God,  and 
I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  man :  I  am  ready  to  die^ 
and  will  give  you  no  farther  trouble."  Thus  fay- 
ing, he  hafiened  to  the  block ;  and  his  head  w*as 
fevered  from  the  body  with  one  ftroke  of  the  axe. 
A  vindication  of  hirafelf,  which  he  left  behind 
him)  is  written  with  afpirit  in  all  refpefts  equal  to 
what  might  have  been  expedted  from  the  iUuftrious 
author  of  the  Difcourfes  on  Government :  he  con* 
futed  the  teftimonies  on  which  he  had  been  con- 
demned, and  aiTerted  that,  to  reach  him,  the  bench 
had  been  filled  with  men  who  were  the  blemi(hes 
of  the  bar ;  and  he  regretted  death  chiefly  becaufe 
it  had  been  inflided  by  mean  hands^  In  his  own 
injuries,  he  lamented  thofe  which  his  country  had 
fuftained ;  and  he  laid  down  with  admirable  clear* 
nefs  the  great  and  generous  principles  of  policy, 
which  can  alone  give  any  permanent  happincfs  to 
civil  fociety  K 

Odicr 
I 

*  Lord  Ruflcl  fufFcred  on  the  twcnty-firft  of  July  1683,  and 
Algernon  Sidney  on  the  fevcnth  of  December  following.  The 
narrow  limits  of  a  fummaiy  will  admit  only  of  a  few  of  the  moft 
ftriking  points  in  the  trial,  execution,  and  charafters  of  thofc 
revered  martyrs  to  the  caufe  of  libef  ty.  But  ample  jtiftice  is 
done  to  their  memories  in  the  fcventh  volume  of  Mrs.  Macau*' 
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Other  executions  followed  thofe  of  Rtiflel  and 
Sidney ;  and  where  no  pretence  conld  be  found  for 
a  charge  of  treafon,  royal  vengeance  was  gratified 
by  indiftments  for  mifdemeanors  and  libels ;  and 
fuch  heavy  fines  were  impofed  as  amounted  to  per- 
petual imprifonment.  The  clergy  alfo,  not  to  fall 
fliort  of  the  lawyers  in  teftimonies  of  their  zeal, 
made  the  churches  ring  with  the  doftrines  of  non- 
refiftance;  and  left  the  united  influence  of  the  fur- 
plice  and  the  gown  might  not  be  able  to  extin- 
guifh  every  fpark  of  public  fpirit,  a  (landing  army* 
under  the  name  of  guards,  was  increafed  and  kept 
up  to  compleat  the  terror  and  defpair  of  all  well- 
wilhers  to  liberty.  This  triumph  over  opprefled 
patriotifm  was,  however,  but  of  (hort  continuance. 
Charles  did  not  enjoy  thofe  fpeftacles  of  cruelty 
and  blood  above  a  year  longer.  An  apoplexy,  or 
as  fome  believed,  poifon  put  an  end  co  his  wicked 
and  infamous  exiftence  on  the  fixth  of  Febniary, 
1685.  A  Scotch  prieft  attended  him  in  his  lafl: 
moments,  to  foothe  the  horrors  of  his  guilty  con- 
fcience,  and  to  prepare  him  for  eternity  by  the  hur- 
ried efforts  of  the  moft  abjedt  fuperftition. 

It  is  faid,  that  a  little  before  Charles's  death,  he 
began  to  repent  of  his  arbitrary  proceedings ;  and 


ley's  Hiftory,  from  which,  as  being  beyond  all  comparifon  the 
bed  that  has  yet  appeared  in  the  Engliih  language,  the  above 
fupplemcnt  is  princip.dly  taken* 

refolved 
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fdblved  to  make  a  change  in  his  fyflem  of  adini^ 
nillration*  We  will  not  difputc  the  poffibility  of 
his:  having  formed  fuch  a  deiign;  but  the  moft 
candid  furvey  of  his  charader  and  condud:  tnuA 
prevent  our  afcribing  it  to  any  laudable  motive. 
Indolence  and  cowardice,  not  political  virtue,  often 
made  him  flop  upon  the  brink  of  ruin^  but  his 
principles  were  not  the  lefs  vicious  and  t3rrannical, 
though  he  fometimes  fhrunk  from  contefts,  which 
were  likely  to  interrupt  his  pleafures,  or  to  endaxv- 
gpr  his  perfon  and  government. 


JAMES 
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JAMES  II. 

AS  all  offices  had  been  filled,  and  all  meafurcs 
concerted,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  preceding  reign, 
with  the  full  concurrence  and  advice  of  die  duke 
of  York,  no  change  either  in  the  miniftry,  or  in 
the  late  fyftem  took  place  upon  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne.  With  manners  lefs  conciliating  than 
thofe  of  the  deceafed  tyrant,  he  aimed  at  the  fame 
exercife  of  uncontrouled  authority;  and  fuper- 
added  to  the  inheritance  of  his  brother's  worft 
vices  a  greater  bigotry  of  principle,  a  greater  ve- 
hemence of  temper,  and  a  greater  obftinacy  of 
will,  qualities  which  happily  proved  more  fatal  to 
himfelf  than  to  his  country. 

Though  James  was  no  fooner  proclaimed  than 
he  ordered  the  cuftoms,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  excife,  which  had  been  voted  to  the  late  king 
for  his  life  only,  to  be  levied  as  ufual,  yet  he  ftrovc 
to  foften  the  illegal  harfhnefs  of  this  proceeding  by 
calling  a  parliament.  His  views  are  fully  explained 
in  a  converfation  he  had  upon  the  fubjeft  with  the 
French  embaffador,  as  ftated  in  one  of  Monfieur, 
Barillon's  difpatches.  ♦*  I  have  refolved,"  faid  he, 
"  ,to  call  a  parliament  immediately — I  fhall  at  the 
fame  time  publifli  a  declaration  for  maintaining 
myfelf  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  my  brother's  reve- 
nues. 
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nucs.     Without  this  proclamation  for  a   parlia* 
ment,  I  fhould  run  too  great  a  rifk  in  feizing  di- 
redly  what  was  eftablilhcd  in  the  deceafed  king*s 
life-time.     It  is  a  decilive  ftroke  for  me  to  enter 
into  pofieflion  and  enjoyment :  hereafter  it  will  be 
much  eafier  either  to  put  pfF  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament,   or  to   fupport  myfelf  by   other   means 
which  may  appear  more  convenient.'*  He  did  not, 
.  indeed,  long  continue  even  to  afFedt  popularity. 
As  foon  as  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion  af- 
forded him  a  pretence  for  keeping  a  formidable 
army  on  foot,  he  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  blindly 
gave  ^^ay  to  the  furious  dictates  of  his  arbitrary 
fpirit.     Tyranny  is  never  more  violent  than  when 
impelled  by  religious  zeal  to  break  through  all  the 
reftraints   of  policy   and   caution.     James's  total 
difregard  of  both  accelerated  the  Revolution, 
to  which  we  are  indebted  for  what  dill  remains  of 
our  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

It  is  very  evident  from  the  fteps  which  James 
took  at  that  time,  that  he  expefted  very  little  op- 
pofition  from  the  clergy  of  the  eftabliflied  church, 
whofe  fermons  had  been  fo  long  filled  with  the  doc- 
trines of  PASSIVE   OBEDIENCE    and    NON'RESIST- 

ANCE.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  pradice  of 
ihofe  ftrenuous  advocates  for  royal  prerogative 
would  correfpond  with  the  leflbns  which  they  in- 
culcated. To  his  great  difappbintment,  a  few  of 
the  bilhops  made    a  noble  ftand  in  the  caufe  of 

religion ; 
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religion;  b|it  had  not  the  diflenters  forgot  all 
private  enmities  at  the  moment  of  danger  and 
alarm  :— had  they  not  formed  a  generous  coalitioQ 
with  the  very  men  by  whom  they  had  beei^  illibe* 
rally  perfecuted,  popery  and  defpotlfm  would  then 
have  eftabliflied  themfelves  on  thf  ruins  of  th« 
pripfli  cpnftitution. 


FINIS. 
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